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COMMITTEE/SUBCOMMITTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. CS/HB 7117 (2012)

Amendment No.

COMMITTEE/SUBCOMMITTEE ACTION

ADOPTED __ (Y/N)

ADOPTED AS AMENDED _ (Y/N)

ADOPTED W/O OBJECTION _ (Y/N)

FAILED TO ADOPT _ (Y/N)

WITHDRAWN _ (Y/N)

OTHER L

Committee/Subcommittee hearing bill: State Affairs Committee

Representative Plakon offered the following:

Amendment (with title amendment)

Remove lines 778-1101 and insert:

Section 8. Paragraph (c) of subsection (5) of section
20.60, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

(5) The divisions within the department have specific
responsibilities to achieve the duties, responsibilities, and
goals of the department. Specifically:

(c) The Division of Workforce Services shall:

1. Prepare and submit a unified budget request for
workforce in accordance with chapter 216 for, and in conjunction
with, Workforce Florida, Inc., and its board.

2. Ensure that the state appropriately administers federal
and state workforce funding by administering plans and policies
of Workforce Florida, Inc., under contract with Workforce
Florida, Inc. The operating budget and midyear amendments

thereto must be part of such contract.
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a. All program and fiscal instructions to regional

workforce boards shall emanate from the Department of Economic
Opportunity pursuant to plans and policies of Workforce Florida,
Inc., which shall be responsible for all policy directions to
the regional workforce boards.

b. TUnless otherwise provided by agreement with Workforce
Florida, Inc., administrative and personnel policies of the
Department of Economic Opportunity shall apply.

3. Implement the state's unemployment compensation
program. The Department of Economic Opportunity shall ensure
that the state appropriately administers the unemployment
compensation program pursuant to state and federal law.

4. Assist in developing the 5-year statewide strategic
plan required by this section.

5. Prepare an independent economic impact study for each

renewable energy project submitted to the Public Service

Commission for a public interest determination and provided to

the department for review pursuant to s. 366.92. The study shall

include, but is not limited to, the impacts of the project on

regional employment, income, compensation, and output.

Section 9. Section 366.92, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

366.92 Florida renewable energy policy.—

(1) It is the intent of the Legislature to promote the
development of renewable energy; protect the economic viability
of Florida's existing renewable energy facilities; diversify the
types of fuel used to generate electricity in Florida; lessen

Florida's dependence on natural gas and fuel oil for the
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production of electricity; minimize the volatility of fuel

costs; encourage investment within the state; improve
environmental conditions; and, at the same time, minimize the

costs of power supply to electric utilities and their customers.

(2) As used in this section, the term:

(a) "Department" means the Department of Economic
Opportunity "Flerida—renewableenergvy resourees' means—renewarpte
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(b)4e)> "Renewable energy" means renewable energy as

defined in s. 366.91+42++4 that is produced in this state.

(c) "Renewable energy project" means the construction of a

new renewable energy generating facility, the conversion of an

existing fossil fuel generating facility to a renewable energy

generating facility, or a contract for the purchase of renewable

energy from a nonutility generating facility.

(d) "Utility" means an electric utility as defined in s.

366 8255 "DAar o1 Nnerersz ~Npy A4+ r MDA o o Al e o
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(3) (a) A utility may petition the commission to determine

pursuant to this section that a proposed renewable energy

project, selected as a result of competitive bidding, is in the

public interest. Notwithstanding s. 366.91(3) and (4), the

commission shall determine that a proposed project is in the

public interest if the commission finds that the project

provides an overall net benefit to the state. A public interest

determination is available only for those renewable energy

projects that are exempt from the requirement to obtain a

determination of need pursuant to s. 403.519

, and may be requested in the discretion of a utility as an

alternative to a prudence determination through any other

available process.

(b) In evaluating whether a renewable energy project,

selected as a result of competitive bidding and proposed by a

utility for consideration, is prudent and in the public

interest, the commission shall consider:

1. The estimated cost and estimated rate impacts of the

project;

2. The impact of the project on the reliability and

integrity of the utility's system and the statewide electric

grid;
3. The extent to which the project strengthens fuel supply

reliability to the utility and the state;

4. The extent to which the project promotes rate stability

by reducing the risk of fuel cost volatility;
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103 5. The extent to which the project retains energy

104| expenditures in the state or regional economy;

105 6. The extent to which the project reduces the utility's

106 regulatory costs associated with adverse environmental impacts;

107 and

108 7. The regional and statewide net economic benefits

109 associated with the project, taking into consideration an

110 independent economic impact study of the project prepared by the

111 department.

112 (c) The commission shall approve for recovery through the

113 environmental cost recovery clause all reasonable and prudent

114 costs incurred by a utility for a renewable energy project that

115 the commission determines to be in the public interest pursuant

116 to this section. For a new renewable energy generating facility,

117 recoverable costs include, but are not limited to, the siting,

118 licensing, engineering, design, permitting, construction,

119| operation, and maintenance of such facilities, including any

120 applicable taxes and a return based on the utility's last

121 authorized rate of return. For conversion of an existing fossil

122 fuel generating facility to a renewable energy generating

123 facility, recoverable costs include reasonable and prudent

124 conversion costs, including the costs of retirement of the

125 fossil fuel plant that exceed any amounts accrued by the

126| provider for such purposes through rates previously set by the

127 commission. For purchase of renewable energy from a nonutility

128| generating facility, recoverable costs include the reasonable

129| and prudent costs associated with the purchase.
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determination for a renewable energy project, including

information required by the department to conduct an economic

impact study of the project as required by s. 20.60.

(d) Provide for recovery through the environmental cost

recovery clause of all reasonable and prudent costs incurred by

a utility for a renewable energy project that the commission

determines to be in the public interest pursuant to subsection

(3) .

(e) Establish a mechanism for the sharing of revenues

derived from any renewable energy credit, carbon credit, or

other mechanism that attributes value to the production of

renewable energy, either existing or hereafter devised, and

received by a utility by virtue of the production or purchase of

renewable energy found to be in the public interest pursuant to

subsection (3). The utility shall be entitled to retain from

these revenues no more than the amount deemed reasonable by the

commission to cover the utility's transaction costs associated

with the credit or other mechanism, plus 5 percent of the

remaining revenues. The remainder of the revenues shall be

credited to the utility's ratepayers.

(f) Require a utility to report to the commission on an

annual basis, with respect to any renewable energy project that

the commission determines to be in the public interest, the

status of the project, the economic impacts of the project on

the region and the state, the amount and type of fuel displaced

by the project, operational statistics, and any other

information deemed relevant by the commission.
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COMMITTEE/SUBCOMMITTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. CS/HB 7117 (2012)

Amendment No.
(5) (a) Within 7 days after receipt of a petition for a

public interest determination pursuant to subsection (3), the

commission, through administrative review by its staff, shall

determine whether the petition is complete. If the commission

finds that the petition is not complete, it shall notify the

petitioner of all deficiencies and provide the petitioner an

opportunity to correct the deficiencies through an amended or

supplemental filing.

(b) When the commission determines that a petition is

complete, the commission shall notify the department and forward

a copy of the petition to the department within 3 days. After

receipt and review of the petition, the department may request

any additional information it deems necessary to complete an

economic impact study of the project as required by s. 20.60.

(c) Within 45 days after receipt of the complete petition

or 30 days after receipt of all additional information

requested, whichever is later, the department shall complete its

economic impact study and submit a report reflecting the results

of the study to the commission for consideration in the

commission’s public interest determination proceeding. The

department’s study and report are not subject to the provisions

of ss. 120.569 and 120.57. Any party to the commission’s public

interest determination proceeding may present evidence to the

commission concerning the regional and statewide net economic

benefits associated with the project.
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COMMITTEE/SUBCOMMITTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. CS/HB 7117 (2012)

Amendment No.
296 TITLE AMENDMENT

297 Remove line 52 and insert:

298| prepare an independent economic impact study for certain
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