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A bill to be entitled
An act relating to digital learning; creating s.
1002.326, F.S.; requiring the State Board of Education
to adopt minimum technology standards that meet
certain criteria; amending s. 1002.37, F.S.;
distinguishing an FTE standard for part-time and full-
time students at the Florida Virtual School; amending
s. 1002.45, F.S.; providing that a state university
can affirm an approved provider; conforming cross-
references; removing a requirement that providers be
located in this state and staffed by state residents;
requiring that virtual instruction programs provide
individualized courses in accessible formats to
students who have disabilities; establishing FTE
standards for full-time and part-time virtual
instruction; amending s. 1003.01, F.S.; expanding
exceptions to “core-curricula courses”; amending s.
1003.498, F.S.; deleting restrictions on registering
for online courses offered by a school district that
is not the district in which a student is enrolled;
prohibiting a school district from requiring a public
school student to take a course outside the school day
in addition to the student’s courses for a given term;
amending s. 1011.61, F.S.; applying limitations on
membership in programs scheduled for more than 180
days to additional entities; amending s. 1011.67,
F.S.; providing that funds allocated for instructional
materials may be used to purchase hardware; providing

an effective date.
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Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Section 1002.326, Florida Statutes, i1s created

to read:

1002.326 Statewide policy on secure devices.—

(1) By October 1, 2013, the State Board of Education shall

adopt minimum technology standards for school districts to

comply with the requirements of ss. 1002.321 and 1008.22(3) (g) .

These standards must provide for the use of hardware, including

operating systems, networking, and devices; bandwidth; software;

and security, including the temporary disabling of features or

applications that could present a security risk during test

administration.

(a) The state board may not adopt technology standards that

are below those required to implement s. 1008.22(3) (qg) .

(b) To reduce or eliminate state costs for devices, the

state board must use cloud computing or its equivalent in the

implementation of this section. The state board may contract

with an entity for cloud computing services if a contract would

produce a more cost-effective and efficient means of

implementing this section.

(c) To the extent practicable, minimum technology standards

for devices must allow for a student to bring his or her own

device if it meets established hardware, operating system,

networking, and security standards adopted by the state board.

Section 2. Subsection (8) of section 1002.37, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

1002.37 The Florida Virtual School.—
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(8)+42)>r The Florida Virtual School may provide full-time and
part-time instruction for students in kindergarten through grade
12. To receive part-time instruction in kindergarten through
grade 5, a student must meet at least one of the eligibility

criteria in s. 1002.455(2).
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Yirtgat—Sehoots The combined total of all FTE reported by both
the school district and the Florida Virtual School:

(a) May not exceed 1.0 FTE for students receiving full-time

instruction in kindergarten through grade 12 from the Florida

Virtual School.

(b) May exceed 1.0 FTE for students receiving part-time

instruction in kindergarten through grade 12 from the Florida

Virtual School.

Section 3. Paragraphs (a) through (c) of subsection (1),
paragraph (a) of subsection (2), and paragraphs (d) and (f) of
subsection (7) of section 1002.45, Florida Statutes, are
amended, and paragraph (f) is added to subsection (3) of that
section, to read:

1002.45 Virtual instruction programs.—

(1) PROGRAM.—

(a) For purposes of this section, the term:

1. “Approved provider” means a provider that is approved by
the department ef—FEdueatiern under subsection (2), the Florida
Virtual School, a franchise of the Florida Virtual School, e¥ a

Florida College System institution, or a state university.

2. “Wirtual instruction program” means a program of
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instruction provided in an interactive learning environment
created through technology in which students are separated from
their teachers by time or space, or both.

(b) Each school district that is eligible for the sparsity
supplement pursuant to s. 1011.62(7) (a) and (b) shall provide
all enrolled public school students within its boundaries the
option of participating in part-time and full-time virtual
instruction programs. Each school district that is not eligible
for the sparsity supplement pursuant to s. 1011.62(7) (a) and (b)
shall provide at least three options for part-time and full-time
virtual instruction. All school districts must provide parents
with timely written notification of at least one open enrollment
period for full-time students of 90 days or more which ends 30
days before the first day of the school year. The purpose of the
program is to make quality virtual instruction available to
students using online and distance learning technology in the
nontraditional classroom. A school district virtual instruction
program must shadtd consist of the following:

1. Full-time and part-time virtual instruction for students

enrolled in kindergarten through grade 12.
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kindergarten—through grade 12 courses—that are measured pursuant
to—subparagraph—{S a2+

2.3= Full-time or part-time virtual instruction for
students enrolled in dropout prevention and academic
intervention programs under s. 1003.53, Department of Juvenile
Justice education programs under s. 1003.52, core-curricula
courses to meet class size requirements under s. 1003.03, e=r

Florida College System institutions, or state universities under
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this section.

(c) To provide students with the option of participating in
virtual instruction programs as required by paragraph (b), a
school district may:

1. Contract with the Florida Virtual School or establish a
franchise of the Florida Virtual School for the provision of a
program under paragraph (b). Using this option is subject to the
requirements of this section and s. 1011.61(1) (c)l.b.(III) and
(IV) .

2. Contract with an approved provider under subsection (2)

for the provision of a full-time or part-time program under

paragraph (b) subparagraph—{b)rl—or subparagraph—{tb)3—or—=

3. Enter into an agreement with other school districts to
allow the participation of its students in an approved virtual
instruction program provided by the other school district. The
agreement must indicate a process for the transfer of funds
required by paragraph (7) (f).

4. Establish school district operated part-time or full-
time kindergarten through grade 12 virtual instruction programs
under paragraph (b) for students enrolled in the school
district. A full-time program shall operate under its own Master
School Identification Number.

5. Enter into an agreement with a virtual charter school

authorized by the school district under s. 1002.33.
Contracts under subparagraph 1. or subparagraph 2. may include
multidistrict contractual arrangements that may be executed by a

regional consortium for its member districts. A multidistrict
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146 contractual arrangement or an agreement under subparagraph 3. is
147 not subject to s. 1001.42(4) (d) and does not require the
148| participating school districts to be contiguous. These
149 arrangements may be used to fulfill the requirements of
150| paragraph (b).
151 (2) PROVIDER QUALIFICATIONS.—
152 (a) The department shall annually publish online a list of
153| providers approved to offer virtual instruction programs. To be
154 approved by the department, a provider must document that it:
155 1. Is nonsectarian in its programs, admission policies,
156| employment practices, and operations;
157 2. Complies with the antidiscrimination provisions of s.
158 1000.05;

159 3. heeates—anadministrativeoffiece—eor—o
160| state;—reguires—its—administrativestaff+tobestate—residents,
161| Requires all instructional staff to be Florida-certified

162 teachers under chapter 1012+ and conducts background screenings
163 for all employees or contracted personnel, as required by s.

164 1012.32, using state and national criminal history records;

165 4. Possesses prior——suweeessfut experience offering online
166 courses to elementary, middle, or high school students and

167 achieves as—demenstrated—by quantified student learning gains in

168 online or traditional courses in each subject area and grade

169 level provided for consideration as an instructional program
170 option;

171 5. Is accredited by a regional accrediting association as
172 defined by State Board of Education rule;

173 6. Ensures instructional and curricular quality through a

174 detailed curriculum and student performance accountability plan
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that addresses every subject and grade level it intends to
provide through contract with the school district, including:

a. Courses and programs that meet the standards of the
International Association for K-12 Online Learning and the
Southern Regional Education Board.

b. Instructional content and services that align with, and
measure student attainment of, student proficiency in the Next
Generation Sunshine State Standards.

c. Mechanisms that determine and ensure that a student has
satisfied requirements for grade level promotion and high school
graduation with a standard diploma, as appropriate;

7. Publishes for the general public, in accordance with
disclosure requirements adopted in rule by the State Board of
Education, as part of its application as a provider and in all
contracts negotiated pursuant to this section:

a. Information and data about the curriculum of each full-
time and part-time program.

b. School policies and procedures.

c. Certification status and physical location of all
administrative and instructional personnel.

d. Hours and times of availability of instructional
personnel.

e. Student-teacher ratios.

f. Student completion and promotion rates.

g. Student, educator, and school performance accountability
outcomes;

8. If the provider is a Florida College System institution

or state university, employs instructors who meet the

certification requirements for instructional staff under chapter
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1012; and

9. Performs an annual financial audit of its accounts and
records conducted by an independent certified public accountant
which is in accordance with rules adopted by the Auditor
General, is conducted in compliance with generally accepted
auditing standards, and includes a report on financial
statements presented in accordance with generally accepted
accounting principles.

(3) VIRTUAL INSTRUCTION PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS.—FEach virtual
instruction program under this section must:

(f) Provide virtual courses in accessible formats for

students who have disabilities, including students who are

visually impaired or who have a learning disability or physical

disability, and ensure that such courses are tailored to the

individual education plans of such students.
(7) VIRTUAL INSTRUCTION PROGRAM AND VIRTUAL CHARTER SCHOOL
FUNDING.—

(d) The combined total of all FTE reported by both the

school district and the provider:

1. May not exceed 1.0 FTE for students receiving full-time

instruction in kindergarten through grade 12 from the provider.

2. May exceed 1.0 FTE for students receiving part-time

instruction in kindergarten through grade 12 from the provider A
student—may—Rrot—be—reported—as—more—thapn—+-60—Ffualli—time

(f) The school district providing virtual instruction shall

report full-time equivalent students for a virtual instruction

program or a virtual charter school, including credits completed

during the summer, to the department in a manner prescribed by
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the department, and funding shall be provided through the
Florida Education Finance Program.

Section 4. Subsection (14) of section 1003.01, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

1003.01 Definitions.—As used in this chapter, the term:

(14) “Core-curricula courses” means:

(a) Courses 1in language arts/reading, mathematics, social
studies, and science in prekindergarten through grade 3,
excluding any extracurricular courses pursuant to subsection
(15);

(b) Courses in grades 4 through 8 in subjects that are
measured by state assessment at any grade level and courses
required for middle school promotion, excluding any
extracurricular courses pursuant to subsection (15);

(c) Courses in grades 9 through 12 in subjects that are
measured by state assessment at any grade level and courses that
are specifically identified by name in statute as required for
high school graduation and that are not measured by state
assessment, excluding any extracurricular courses pursuant to
subsection (15);

(d) Exceptional student education courses; and

(e) English for Speakers of Other Languages courses.

The term is limited in meaning and used for the sole purpose of
designating classes that are subject to the maximum class size
requirements established in s. 1, Art. IX of the State
Constitution. This term does not include courses offered under
s. 1002.321(4) (e), s. 1002.33(7) (a)2.b., s. w5+ 1002.37, s.
1002.415, or s. amd 1002.45.
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262 Section 5. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of section
263 1003.498, Florida Statutes, 1is amended, and subsection (3) is
264 added to that section, to read:
265 1003.498 School district virtual course offerings.—
266 (2) School districts may offer virtual courses for students
267 enrolled in the school district. These courses must be
268 identified in the course code directory. Students who meet the
269 eligibility requirements of s. 1002.455 may participate in these
270 virtual course offerings.
271 (b) An Any eligible student who is enrolled in a school
272 district may register and enroll in an online course offered by
273 any other school district in the state;—exeept—astimited Py —the
274 feollewings
275 1-—Astudentmay potenroll ina course—offered—through—a
276 wirtual instruetion program providedpursgant—te—s—10682-45.
277 2—A—studentmay not—enroll in o virtual covrseoffered by
278 arether—Ssehoot—distriet 3+
279 a——The—ecourse—isofferedonline by the school distriect 3
280| whieh—+the student—resides;——or
281 b—The—ecourse—iseofferedin—the sehoeol in—whieh the student
282 is—enrotted—However—astudentmayernreoll e —ontine—ecourse
283| effered by another sehootdistriet3if the sehootldn—whieh+the
284 stgdent—ds—enrelledoffers—+the ecoursepbut—+the studentis—urabile
285| +eo——schedule+the ecourseinhiseor her scheel-
286 3+ The school district in which the student completes the
287 course shall report the student’s completion of that course for
288 funding pursuant to s. 1011.61(1) (c)l.b.(VI), and the home
289 school district may shait not report the student for funding for
290 that course. For purposes of this paragraph, the combined total
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of all school district reported FTE may not be reported as more
than 1.0 full-time equivalent student in any given school year.
The department ef—FEdueatiern shall establish procedures to enable
interdistrict coordination for the delivery and funding of this
online option.

(3) A school district may not require a public school

student to take a course outside the school day in addition to

the student’s courses for a given term.

Section 6. Paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section
1011.61, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1011.61 Definitions.—Notwithstanding the provisions of s.
1000.21, the following terms are defined as follows for the
purposes of the Florida Education Finance Program:

(1) A “full-time equivalent student” in each program of the
district is defined in terms of full-time students and part-time
students as follows:

(c)l. A “full-time equivalent student” is:

a. A full-time student in any one of the programs listed in
s. 1011.62(1) (c); or

b. A combination of full-time or part-time students in any
one of the programs listed in s. 1011.62(1) (c) which is the
equivalent of one full-time student based on the following
calculations:

(I) A full-time student in a combination of programs listed
in s. 1011.62 (1) (c) shall be a fraction of a full-time
equivalent membership in each program equal to the number of net
hours per school year for which he or she is a member, divided
by the appropriate number of hours set forth in subparagraph

(a)1l. or subparagraph (a)2. The sum of the fractions for each
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320| program may not exceed the maximum value set forth in subsection
321 (4) .

322 (IT) A prekindergarten student with a disability shall meet
323 the requirements specified for kindergarten students.

324 (III) A full-time equivalent student for students in

325 kindergarten through grade 12 in a full-time virtual instruction
326| program under s. 1002.45 or a virtual charter school under s.
327 1002.33 shall consist of six full-credit completions or the

328| prescribed level of content that counts toward promotion to the
329 next grade in programs listed in s. 1011.62(1) (c). Credit

330 completions may be a combination of full-credit courses or half-
331 credit courses. Beginning in the 2014-2015 fiscal year, when s.
332 1008.22(3) (g) is implemented, the reported full-time equivalent
333 students and associated funding of students enrolled in courses
334 requiring passage of an end-of-course assessment shall be

335 adjusted after the student completes the end-of-course

336 assessment.

337 (IV) A full-time equivalent student for students in

338 kindergarten through grade 12 in a part-time virtual instruction
339 program under s. 1002.45 shall consist of six full-credit

340 completions in programs listed in s. 1011.62(1) (c)1l. and 3.

341 Credit completions may be a combination of full-credit courses
342 or half-credit courses. Beginning in the 2014-2015 fiscal year,
343 when s. 1008.22(3) (g) is implemented, the reported full-time

344| equivalent students and associated funding of students enrolled
345 in courses requiring passage of an end-of-course assessment

346 shall be adjusted after the student completes the end-of-course
347 assessment.

348 (V) A Florida Virtual School full-time equivalent student
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shall consist of six full-credit completions or the prescribed
level of content that counts toward promotion to the next grade
in the programs listed in s. 1011.62(1) (c)l. and 3. for students
participating in kindergarten through grade 12 part-time virtual
instruction and the programs listed in s. 1011.62 (1) (c¢) for
students participating in kindergarten through grade 12 full-
time virtual instruction. Credit completions may be a
combination of full-credit courses or half-credit courses.
Beginning in the 2014-2015 fiscal year, when s. 1008.22(3) (g) 1is
implemented, the reported full-time equivalent students and
associated funding of students enrolled in courses requiring
passage of an end-of-course assessment shall be adjusted after
the student completes the end-of-course assessment.

(VI) Each successfully completed full-credit course earned
through an online course delivered by a district other than the
one in which the student resides shall be calculated as 1/6 FTE.

(VII) Each successfully completed credit earned under the
alternative high school course credit requirements authorized in
s. 1002.375, which is not reported as a portion of the 900 net
hours of instruction pursuant to subparagraph (1) (a)l., shall be
calculated as 1/6 FTE.

(VIII) (A) A full-time equivalent student for courses
requiring a statewide, standardized end-of-course assessment
pursuant to s. 1008.22(3) (c)2.a. shall be defined and reported
based on the number of instructional hours as provided in this
subsection for the first 3 years of administering the end-of-
course assessment. Beginning in the fourth year of administering
the end-of-course assessment, the FTE shall be credit-based and

each course shall be equal to 1/6 FTE. The reported FTE shall be
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adjusted after the student successfully completes the end-of-
course assessment pursuant to s. 1008.22(3) (c)2.a.

(B) For students enrolled in a school district as a full-
time student, the district may report 1/6 FTE for each student
who passes a statewide, standardized end-of-course assessment
without being enrolled in the corresponding course.

(C) The FTE earned under this sub-sub-subparagraph and any
FTE for courses or programs listed in s. 1011.62 (1) (c) that do
not require passing a statewide, standardized end-of-course
assessment are subject to the requirements in subsection (4).

2. A student in membership in a program scheduled for more
or less than 180 school days or the equivalent on an hourly
basis as specified by rules of the State Board of Education is a
fraction of a full-time equivalent membership equal to the
number of instructional hours in membership divided by the
appropriate number of hours set forth in subparagraph (a)l.;
however, for the purposes of this subparagraph, membership in
programs scheduled for more than 180 days is limited to students

enrolled in juvenile justice education programs, in virtual

instruction programs provided under s. 1002.45, and through the

Florida Virtual School.

The department shall determine and implement an equitable method
of equivalent funding for experimental schools and for schools
operating under emergency conditions, which schools have been
approved by the department to operate for less than the minimum
school day.

Section 7. Subsection (3) is added to section 1011.67,

Florida Statutes, to read:
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407 1011.67 Funds for instructional materials.—
408 (3) A school district may use funds that are allocated for

409 instructional materials to purchase hardware, including

410 operating systems, networking, and devices, for student

411 instruction.

412 Section 8. This act shall take effect July 1, 2013.
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