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Florida Senate - 2013 SJR 512

By Senator Clemens

27-00538-13 2013512

Senate Joint Resolution
A joint resolution proposing an amendment to Section 3
of Article IITI and the creation of Section 34 of
Article XII of the State Constitution, relating to
sessions of the Legislature, to change the date of
convening and the length of regular sessions of the
Legislature and to remove the requirement that the

Legislature meet in organization sessions.

Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

That the following amendment to Section 3 of Article III
and the creation of Section 34 of Article XII of the State
Constitution are agreed to and shall be submitted to the
electors of this state for approval or rejection at the next
general election or at an earlier special election specifically
authorized by law for that purpose:

ARTICLE TIIT
LEGISLATURE
SECTION 3. Sessions of the legislature.-—

FAENAY ORCANTZATTAN CTL'CCTANC On +h ri Ath Ao £~11 W1 of

NS INOZXIN T A2 T TUIV - oo o L UIvY T— T o cCChiti Oy TOoTTTOowW IS
S~k A~ A ] locot 1A + 1 leoers ol o417 ah 11l ~A~arnczaA for +h
CatCtt— Ot CTTor CrrCC ottt CgTroroturC—Sitarr CcoOnvene—T ot
Al s 11N A o £+ rerarma oot g Ay A A AT AN g A £+ £ A"
CxX oSV pPpourposSC— O Orrgoitr 2ot ot oG SCxrCC Tt o OOt CCTS

(a) > REGULAR SESSIONS. A—regutar—sessien—-of The

legislature shall convene in regular session on the fourteenth

day following each general election, and each house shall

immediately organize and select officers. Each session of the

legislature shall adjourn sine die by midnight on the first

Tuesday after the first Monday in November of the following
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even-numbered year. en—the—first—TFTuesday after—thefirstMonday
T Mo~ £ o~ A1~ A PPN = A n + f£21 a0+ M. oo

[ S J R N @ R S Ny A g T oTT \WAW AW § TTUITOO O 1T OO0 _Y\/(.AJ_, I 1T CTIT [ I S SN R Wy J.u\,uuu_y
SNty s vt MarnAoacz 2y Mo~ r a1~k +heoay A+~ o moacr h

T T T [ S S S Ry TITOTTIAATE LTT J.J.(_A._L&/J.J., O o A O OCTITT T AT T T & ) TTr T

(b)4e)» SPECIAL SESSIONS.

(1)

convene the legislature in special session during which only

The governor, by proclamation stating the purpose, may
such legislative business may be transacted as is within the

purview of the proclamation, or of a communication from the
governor, or is introduced by consent of two-thirds of the

membership of each house.

(2) A special session of the legislature may be convened as
provided by law.

(c)+e) LENGTH OF SPECIAL SESSIONS. A—regutar session—eof—+the
tegistature shaltl neotexceed sixty conseeutive days,—and A
special session shall not exceed twenty consecutive days, unless

extended beyond such limit by a three-fifths vote of each house.
During such an extension no new business may be taken up in
either house without the consent of two-thirds of its
membership.

(d) e3> ADJOURNMENT. Neither house shall adjourn for more
than seventy-two consecutive hours except pursuant to concurrent
resolution.

(e)+£)> ADJOURNMENT BY GOVERNOR.

If, during any regular or

special session, the two houses cannot agree upon a time for
adjournment, the governor may adjourn the session sine die or to
any date within the period authorized for such session;

that,

provided

at least twenty-four hours before adjourning the session,

and while neither house is in recess, each house shall be given
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formal written notice of the governor’s intention to do so, and
agreement reached within that period by both houses on a time
for adjournment shall prevail.
ARTICLE XIT
SCHEDULE

SECTION 34. Legislative sessions.—The amendment to Section

3 of Article III changing the date for convening regular

sessions of the legislature shall apply beginning with the

regular session convening in November 2016.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the following statement be
placed on the ballot:
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

ARTICLE III, SECTION 3
ARTICLE XII, Section 34
CONVENING OF REGULAR LEGISLATIVE SESSIONS.—Proposing an

amendment to the State Constitution to change the date on which
regular sessions of the Legislature convene, from the first
Tuesday after the first Monday in March to the 14th day
following each general election. The amendment will eliminate
the requirement that the length of regular sessions be limited
to 60 consecutive days. This amendment also removes the
requirement that the Legislature convene for organization
sessions, which currently take place on the 14th day following

each general election.
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