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A bill to be entitled
An act relating to postsecondary education; amending
s. 1001.03, F.S.; requiring the State Board of
Education to review baccalaureate degree programs
currently offered by Florida College System
institutions, rather than proposed baccalaureate
degree programs; amending s. 1001.60, F.S.; revising
the purpose of the Florida College System with regard
to baccalaureate degrees; conforming provisions to
changes made by the act; deleting provisions that
authorize a Florida College System institution to
change its name; requiring a Florida College System
institution authorized to offer a baccalaureate degree
before a specified date to maintain an agreement with
the State Board of Education; repealing s. 1004.32,
F.S., relating to New College of Florida; amending s.
1004.65, F.S.; revising a Florida College System
institution’s primary responsibilities and secondary
role as they relate to providing upper-level
instruction and awarding baccalaureate degrees;
authorizing a Florida College System institution to
provide access to and award baccalaureate degrees for
the completion of baccalaureate degree programs that
are approved by the State Board of Education on or
before a specified date; amending s. 1007.33, F.S.;
prohibiting the State Board of Education from
approving a Florida College System institution’s
proposal to establish a new baccalaureate degree

program after a specified date; deleting legislative
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intent relating to expanding access to baccalaureate
degree programs through Florida College System
institutions; authorizing a Florida College System
institution to offer baccalaureate degree programs
that are authorized by law before a specified date;
deleting provisions relating to the authorization of
the Board of Trustees of St. Petersburg College to
establish certain baccalaureate degree programs and
associate degree programs; deleting provisions
relating to the approval process for proposed
baccalaureate degree programs; conforming provisions
to changes made by the act; amending s. 1009.22, F.S.;
deleting a provision relating to the automatic rate of
inflation increase in tuition and out-of-state fee per
contact hour for workforce education programs;
deleting a requirement that the Office of Economic and
Demographic Research annually report the rate of
inflation to the Governor, the Legislature, and the
State Board of Education; deleting the definition of
the term “rate of inflation”; amending s. 1009.23,
F.S.; requiring the board of trustees of a Florida
College System institution to establish tuition and
out-of-state fees for upper-division courses in
baccalaureate degree programs at the same rate as
lower-division courses; deleting a provision relating
to the automatic rate of inflation increase in tuition
and out-of-state fees at Florida College System
institutions; deleting a requirement that the Office

of Economic and Demographic Research annually report
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the rate of inflation to the Governor, the
Legislature, and the State Board of Education;
deleting the definition of the term “rate of
inflation”; amending s. 1009.24, F.S.; deleting a
provision relating to the automatic rate of inflation
increase in resident undergraduate tuition per credit
hour at state universities; deleting a requirement
that the Office of Economic and Demographic Research
annually report the rate of inflation to the Governor,
the Legislature, and the Board of Governors; deleting
the definition of the term “rate of inflation”;
revising the annual percentage increase allowed in the
aggregate sum of tuition and the tuition differential
at state universities; amending s. 1009.55, F.S.;
increasing the annual maximum number of scholarships
that may be awarded in the Rosewood Family Scholarship
Program; increasing the annual maximum award amount
per student; creating s. 1009.893, F.S.; creating the
Florida National Merit Scholar Incentive Program;
defining terms; providing the purpose of the incentive
program; requiring the Department of Education to
administer the incentive program, advertise the
availability of the incentive program, and notify
students, teachers, parents, and school administrators
about the incentive program’s criteria and application
procedures; providing eligibility requirements for the
incentive program; requiring certain students who are
National Merit Scholars or National Achievement

Scholars to receive certain incentive awards;
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88 providing eligibility requirements to renew an award;
89 authorizing a student to receive an incentive award
90 for certain maximum percentage amounts of the number
91 of credit hours required to complete an associate
92 degree, a baccalaureate degree, or a career
93 certificate; requiring the department to issue awards
94 from the incentive program and to transmit payment for
95 each award; authorizing the department to withhold
96 payment under certain circumstances; requiring
97 institutions to certify to the department the
98 eligibility status of each student to receive a
99 disbursement of an award during a specified time;
100 requiring the institution to certify to the department
101 the disbursement amounts to each student and remit to
102 the department undisbursed funds; providing for
103 proration of funds; prohibiting use of funds for
104 remedial coursework or developmental education;
105 authorizing a student to use funds during the summer
106 term under certain circumstances; authorizing
107 incentive program funds appropriated by the
108 Legislature to be deposited in the State Student
109 Financial Assistance Trust Fund; providing for use of
110 any remaining balance of appropriated funds in the
111 trust fund; requiring the department to allocate funds
112 to appropriate institutions and collect and maintain
113 certain data regarding the incentive program;
114 requiring the State Board of Education to adopt rules;
115 providing for retroactive application; providing an
116 effective date.
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117
118 Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
119
120 Section 1. Subsection (15) of section 1001.03, Florida
121 Statutes, 1s amended to read:
122 1001.03 Specific powers of State Board of Education.—
123 (15) FLORIDA COLLEGE SYSTEM INSTITUTION BACCALAUREATE
124 DEGREE PROGRAMS.—The State Board of Education shall provide for
125| the review and—approvat of prepesats—by Florida College System

126| 4dinstitution institutieons—+te—eoffer baccalaureate degree programs

127| pursuant to s. 1007.33. A Florida College System institution+ as
128 defined in s. 1000.21 which—%that is approved to offer

129| Dbaccalaureate degrees pursuant to s. 1007.33 remains under the
130 authority of the State Board of Education and the Florida

131 College System institution’s board of trustees.

132 Section 2. Subsections (1) and (2) of section 1001.60,

133 Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

134 1001.60 Florida College System.—

135 (1) PURPOSES.—In order to maximize open access for

136 students, respond to community needs for postsecondary academic
137 education and career degree education, and provide associate and
138| baececataureate degrees that will best meet the state’s employment
139| needs, the Legislature establishes a system of governance for
140 the Florida College System.

141 (2) FLORIDA COLLEGE SYSTEM.—There shall be a single Florida
142 College System comprised of the Florida College System

143 institutions identified in s. 1000.21(3). A Florida College

144 System institution may not offer graduate degree programs.

145 (a) The programs and services offered by Florida College
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4.6+ Continue to provide remedial education.

5.e+ Comply with all provisions of the statewide

articulation agreement that relate to 2-year and 4-year public

degree-granting institutions as adopted by the State Board of

Education pursuant to s. 1007.23.
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c)4e A Florida College System institution may not use the

designation “university.”

Section 3. Section 1004.32,

Florida Statutes,

is repealed.

(£)

of subsection

Section 4. Paragraph
(d)

are amended to read:

and paragraph (8)

Statutes,

1004.65 Florida College System institutions;

mission, and responsibilities.—

(3)

of subsection

(6),
Florida

(5), subsection

of section 1004.65,

governance,

The primary mission and responsibility of Florida

College System institutions is responding to community needs for

postsecondary academic education and career degree education.

This mission and responsibility includes being responsible for:

g oY , 1 . i ¥’

(6)

A separate and secondary role for Florida College

System institutions includes the providing of upper level

instruction,

the awarding of baccalaureate degrees specifically

authorized by law,

(a)

and the offering of programs in:

Community services that are not directly related to
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academic or occupational advancement.

(b) Adult education services, including adult basic
education, adult general education, adult secondary education,
and General Educational Development test instruction.

(c) Recreational and leisure services.

(8) Florida College System institutions are authorized to:

(d) Provide access to and award baccalaureate degrees for

the completion of baccalaureate degree programs that are

approved by the State Board of Education on or before March 31,
2014 dn—eececordoree—with—taw.

Authority to offer one or more baccalaureate degree programs
does not alter the governance relationship of the Florida
College System institution with its district board of trustees
or the State Board of Education.

Section 5. Section 1007.33, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

1007.33 Site-determined baccalaureate degree access.—

(1)4&)> The State Board of Education may not approve of a

Florida College System institution’s proposal to establish a new

baccalaureate degree program after March 31, 2014 Fegistature
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(2) A Any Florida College System institution that offers
one or more baccalaureate degree programs that are approved by

the State Board of Education on or before March 31, 2014, must:

(a) Maintain as its primary mission:

1. Responsibility for responding to community needs for
postsecondary academic education and career degree education as
prescribed in s. 1004.65(5).

2. The provision of associate degrees that provide access
to a university.

(b) Maintain an open-door admission policy for associate-
level degree programs and workforce education programs.

(c) Continue to provide outreach to underserved
populations.

(d) Continue to provide remedial education.

(e) Comply with all provisions of the statewide
articulation agreement which relate to 2-year and 4-year public
degree—-granting institutions as adopted by the State Board of
Education pursuant to s. 1007.23.

(f) Not award graduate credit.

(g) Not participate in intercollegiate athletics beyond the
2-year level.

(3) A Florida College System institution may not terminate
its associate in arts or associate in science degree programs as
a result of being authorized to offer one or more baccalaureate

degree programs. The Legislature intends that the primary
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(5)4) A The Florida College System institution authorized

to offer baccalaureate degrees must £e annually, and upon

request of the State Board of Education, the Commissioner of
Education, the Chancellor of the Florida College System, or the
Legislature, report its status using the following performance
and compliance indicators:

(a)3+~ Obtaining and maintaining appropriate Southern

Association of Colleges and Schools accreditation;

(b) 2+ Maintaining qualified faculty and institutional

resourcesy

(c)3= Maintaining enrollment in previously approved

programs;

(d) 4~ Managing fiscal resources appropriately;

(e) 5= Complying with the primary mission and responsibility

requirements in subsections (1) and (2) amd—3); and

(f)6= Other indicators of success, including program

completions, placements, and surveys of graduates and employers.

The State Board of Education, upon review of the performance and

compliance indicators specified in this subsection, may require

a Florida College System institution’s board of trustees to
modify or terminate a baccalaureate degree program authorized
under this section.

(6) The State Board of Education shall adopt rules to

administer this section preseribeformat—and—content
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523 (b) Each tuition differential is subject to the following
524 conditions:
525 1. The tuition differential may be assessed on one or more
526| undergraduate courses or on all undergraduate courses at a state
527| university.
528 2. The tuition differential may vary by course or courses,
529 campus or center location, and by institution. Each university
530| board of trustees shall strive to maintain and increase
531| enrollment in degree programs related to math, science, high
532 technology, and other state or regional high-need fields when
533| establishing tuition differentials by course.
534 3. For each state university that has total research and
535 development expenditures for all fields of at least $100 million
536| per year as reported annually to the National Science
537 Foundation, the aggregate sum of tuition and the tuition
538 differential may not be increased by more than 6 +5 percent of
539 the total charged for the aggregate sum of these fees in the
540| preceding fiscal year. For each state university that has total
541 research and development expenditures for all fields of less
542 than $100 million per year as reported annually to the National
543 Science Foundation, the aggregate sum of tuition and the tuition
544 differential may not be increased by more than 6 +5 percent of
545 the total charged for the aggregate sum of these fees in the
546| preceding fiscal year.
547 4. The aggregate sum of undergraduate tuition and fees per
548 credit hour, including the tuition differential, may not exceed
549 the national average of undergraduate tuition and fees at 4-year
550 degree—-granting public postsecondary educational institutions.

551 5. The tuition differential may shkaltd+ not be included in
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any award under the Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program
established pursuant to ss. 1009.53-1009.538.

6. Beneficiaries having prepaid tuition contracts pursuant
to s. 1009.98(2) (b) which were in effect on July 1, 2007, and
which remain in effect, are exempt from the payment of the
tuition differential.

7. The tuition differential may not be charged to any
student who was in attendance at the university before July 1,
2007, and who maintains continuous enrollment.

8. The tuition differential may be waived by the university
for students who meet the eligibility requirements for the
Florida public student assistance grant established in s.
1009.50.

9. Subject to approval by the Board of Governors, the
tuition differential authorized pursuant to this subsection may
take effect with the 2009 fall term.

Section 9. Subsection (1) and paragraph (a) of subsection
(2) of section 1009.55, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1009.55 Rosewood Family Scholarship Program.-—

(1) There is created a Rosewood Family Scholarship Program
for the direct descendants of the Rosewood families, not to
exceed 50 25 scholarships per year.

(2) The Rosewood Family Scholarship Program shall be
administered by the Department of Education. The State Board of
Education shall adopt rules for administering this program which
shall at a minimum provide for the following:

(a) The annual award to a student shall be up to $6,100
$450608 but should not exceed an amount in excess of tuition and

registration fees.
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581 Section 10. Section 1009.893, Florida Statutes, is created
582 to read:

583 1009.893 Florida National Merit Scholar Incentive Program.—
584 (1) As used in this section, the term:

585 (a) “Department” means the Department of Education.

586 (b) “Incentive program” means the Florida National Merit

587 Scholar Incentive Program.

588 (2) The Florida National Merit Scholar Incentive Program is

589| created to reward any Florida high school graduate who receives

590 recognition as a National Merit Scholar or National Achievement

591 Scholar and who initially enrolls in the 2014-2015 academic

592 year, or later, in a degree program, certificate program, or

593| applied technology program at an eligible Florida public or

594 independent postsecondary educational institution.

595 (3) The department shall administer the incentive program

596 according to rules and procedures established by the State Board

597 of Education. The department shall advertise the availability of

598 the incentive program and notify students, teachers, parents,

599 certified school counselors, and principals or other relevant

600 school administrators of the criteria and application

601| procedures.

602 (4) In order to be eligible for an award under the

603 incentive program, a student must:

604 (a) Be a state resident as defined in s. 1009.40 and rules

605 of the State Board of Education.

606 (b) Earn a standard Florida high school diploma or its
607| equivalent pursuant to s. 1003.428, s. 1003.4281, s. 1003.4282,
608 or s. 1003.435 unless:

609 1. The student completes a home education program according
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010 to s. 1002.41; or

611 2. The student earns a high school diploma from a non-

612 Florida school while living with a parent or guardian who is on

613| military or public service assignment away from this state.

614 (c) Be accepted by and enroll in a Florida public or

615 independent postsecondary educational institution that meets the

616| eligibility requirements specified in s. 1009.533.

617 (d) Be enrolled for at least 6 semester credit hours or the

618| equivalent in quarter hours or clock hours.

619 (5) (a) An eligible student who is a National Merit Scholar

620 or National Achievement Scholar and who attends a public

621| postsecondary educational institution must receive an incentive

622 award equal to the institutional cost of attendance minus the

623 sum of the student’s Florida Bright Futures Scholarship and

624| National Merit Scholarship or National Achievement Scholarship.

625 (b) An eligible student who is a National Merit Scholar or

626| National Achievement Scholar and who attends an independent

627| postsecondary educational institution must receive an incentive

628 award equal to the highest cost of attendance at a Florida

629| public university, as reported by the Board of Governors of the

630 State University System, minus the sum of the student’s Florida

631| Bright Futures Scholarship and National Merit Scholarship or

632| National Achievement Scholarship.

633 (6) (a) To be eligible for a renewal award, a student must

634| meet the renewal requirements for the Florida Bright Futures
635 Scholarship Program set forth in s. 1009.532(1) (a) and for the
636 Florida Academic Scholars award set forth in s. 1009.534(3).

637 (b) A student may receive the incentive award for a maximum

638 of 100 percent of the number of credit hours required to
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complete an associate degree program or a baccalaureate degree

program or receive an award for a maximum of 100 percent of the

credit hours or clock hours required to complete up to 90 credit

hours of a program that terminates in a career certificate.

(7) The department shall annually issue awards from the

incentive program. Before the registration period each semester,

the department shall transmit payment for each award to the

president or director of the postsecondary educational

institution, or his or her representative, except that the

department may withhold payment if the receiving institution

fails to report or to make refunds to the department as required

in this section.

(a) Each institution shall certify to the department the

eligibility status of each student to receive a disbursement

within 30 days before the end of its regular registration

period, inclusive of a drop and add period. An institution is

not required to reevaluate the student eligibility after the end

of the drop and add period.

(b) An institution that receives funds from the incentive

program must certify to the department the amount of funds

disbursed to each student and remit to the department any

undisbursed advances within 60 days after the end of regular

registration.

(c) If funds appropriated are not adequate to provide the

maximum allowable award to each eligible student, awards must be

prorated using the same percentage reduction.

(8) Funds from any award within the incentive program may

not be used to pay for remedial coursework or developmental

education.
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068 (9) A student may use an award for a summer term if funds

669 are available and appropriated by the Legislature.

670 (10) Funds appropriated by the Legislature for the

671| dincentive program awards may be deposited into the State Student

672 Financial Assistance Trust Fund. Notwithstanding s. 216.301 and

673 pursuant to s. 216.351, any balance in the trust fund at the end

674 of any fiscal year which has been allocated to the incentive

675| program must remain in the incentive program and shall be

676| available for carrying out the purposes of this section. The

677| department shall allocate funds to the appropriate institutions

678| and collect and maintain data regarding the incentive program

679| within the student financial assistance database as specified in
680 s. 1009.94.
681 (11) The State Board of Education shall adopt rules

682| necessary to administer this section.

683 (12) Subsection (4) of s. 1009.40 does not apply to awards

084 issued under this section.

685 Section 11. This act shall take effect upon becoming a law
686 and shall apply retroactively to March 31, 2014.
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