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A bill to be entitled
An act relating to education accountability; amending
s. 1008.34, F.S.; providing definitions for the
statewide, standardized assessment program and school
grading system; deleting annual reports; revising
authority over allocation of a school’s budget based
on school grades; revising the basis for the
calculation of school grades; revising the contents of
the school report card; revising the basis for the
calculation of district grades; requiring the
Department of Education to develop a district report
card; providing for transition to the revised school
grading system; amending s. 1001.42, F.S.; revising
criteria that necessitate a school’s improvement plan

to include certain strategies; amending s. 1002.33,

F.S.; revising cross-references; amending s. 1003.621,
F.S.; revising cross-references; amending s. 1008.31,
F.S.; revising legislative intent for the K-20

education performance accountability system; amending
s. 1008.33, F.S.; conforming provisions relating to
school improvement and education accountability;
amending s. 1008.341, F.S.; revising provisions
relating to the school improvement rating for
alternative schools; amending s. 1008.3415, F.S.;
correcting cross-references; amending s. 1008.22,
F.S.; providing that a child with a medical complexity
may be exempt from participating in statewide,
standardized assessments under specified

circumstances; defining the term “child with a medical
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complexity”; authorizing a parent to choose assessment
exemption options; specifying the assessment exemption
options; requiring the Commissioner of Education to
report to the Legislature regarding the implementation
of the exemption; amending s. 1008.345, F.S.; revising
the contents of the Commissioner of Education’s report
on school improvement and education accountability to
include student learning growth information and
intervention and support strategies; amending s.
1011.64, F.S.; correcting a cross-reference; amending
s. 1008.22, F.S.; authorizing use of teacher-selected
or principal selected assessments as a form of local
assessment; requiring a district school board to adopt
policies relating to selection, development,
administration, and scoring of local assessments;
amending s. 1012.34, F.S.; providing information to be
included in annual reports on the approval and
implementation status of school district personnel
evaluation systems; revising provisions relating to
the measurement of student learning growth for
purposes of personnel evaluation; conforming State
Board of Education rulemaking relating to performance
evaluations; providing for transition to new
statewide, standardized assessments; authorizing bonus
rewards to school districts for progress toward
educator effectiveness; amending s. 1012.341, F.S.;
removing rulemaking authority and establishing a
compliance verification process for the exemption from

performance evaluation system, compensation, and
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salary schedule requirements; providing an effective

date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 1008.34, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

1008.34 School grading system; school report cards;
district grade.—

(1) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of the statewide,

standardized assessment program and school grading system, the

following terms are defined:

4

(a) “Achievement level,” “student achievement,” or

“achievement” describes the level of content mastery a student

has acquired in a particular subject as measured by a statewide,

standardized assessment administered pursuant to s.

1008.22(3) (a) and (b). There are five achievement levels. Level

1 is the lowest achievement level, level 5 is the highest

achievement level, and level 3 indicates satisfactory

performance. A student passes an assessment if the student

achieves a level 3, level 4, or level 5. For purposes of the

Florida Alternate Assessment administered pursuant to s.

1008.22(3) (c), the state board shall provide, in rule, the

number of achievement levels and identify the achievement levels

that are considered passing.

4

(b) “Learning Gains,” “annual learning gains,” or “student

learning gains” means the degree of student learning growth

occurring from one school year to the next as required by state

board rule for purposes of calculating school grades under this
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allocation of the school’s total budget generated from the FEFP,

state categoricals, lottery funds, grants, and local funds+——as
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(3) DESIGNATION OF SCHOOL GRADES.—

(a) Each school must assess at least 95 percent of its

eligible students, except as provided under s. 1008.341 for
alternative schools. Beginning—with—+the 2013-2014 school—years
Fach school theat—has—students—whoare—testedand ineluded—an—Fthe
sehoeol—grading—system shall receive a school grade based on the
school’s performance on the components listed in subparagraphs

(b)1l. and 2. If a school does not have at least 10 students with

complete data for one or more of the components listed in

subparagraphs (b)1l. and 2., those components may not be used in
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1. An alternative school may choose to receive a school
grade under this section or a school improvement rating under s.
1008.341. For charter schools that meet the definition of an
alternative school pursuant to State Board of Education rule,
the decision to receive a school grade is the decision of the
charter school governing board.

2. A school that serves any combination of students in
kindergarten through grade 3 that whieh does not receive a
school grade because its students are not tested and included in

the school grading system shall receive the school grade

designation of a K-3 feeder pattern school identified by the
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146 Department of Education and verified by the school district. A
147 school feeder pattern exists if at least 60 percent of the

148 students in the school serving a combination of students in

149 kindergarten through grade 3 are scheduled to be assigned to the
150 graded school.

151 3. If a collocated school does not earn a school grade or
152 school improvement rating for the performance of its students,
153 the student performance data of all schools operating at the

154 same facility must be aggregated to develop a school grade that
155 will be assigned to all schools at that location. A collocated
156| school is a school that has its own unique master school

157 identification number, provides for the education of each of its
158 enrolled students, and operates at the same facility as another
159 school that has its own unique master school identification

160| number and provides for the education of each of its enrolled
161 students.

162 (b)1. Beginning with the 2014-2015 school year, a school’s

163 grade shall be based on the following components, each worth 100

164| points a—~combinatien—-of:

165 a. The percentage of eligible students passing Student

166 aFehievement—secores—on Sstatewide, standardized assessments in

167 English Language Arts under s. 1008.22(3) 1008-22—=and

Hh

168 S~ 2 Atz AN E o~ oAt o
oo v emCT—oCtOoTECS coCoCIico

r o o leamer o v~ o1 A3 T A
oS oK g oSpttTrTar—CGTrpTroitct .

169 b. The percentage of eligible students passing statewide,

170 standardized assessments in mathematics under s. 1008.22(3).

171 c. The percentage of eligible students passing statewide,

172 standardized assessments in science under s. 1008.22(3).

173 d. The percentage of eligible students passing the

174 statewide, standardized assessments in social studies under s.
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1008.22(3).

e.b+ The percentage of eligible students who make Student
Learning Gains in FcAT Readingor;—upon—transition—to—common
amant o

o Wl o
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Mothematies assessments as measured by statewide, standardized

the—ecommon—ecore English Language Arts and

assessments administered under pursvant—te s. 1008.22(3)
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f. The percentage of eligible students who make Learning

Gains in mathematics as measured by statewide, standardized

assessments administered under s. 1008.22(3).

g.e+ The percentage of eligible students in Improvement—of
the lowest 25 percent in English Language Arts, as identified by

prior year performance on statewide, standardized assessments,

who make Learning Gains as measured by statewide, standardized

English Language Arts assessments administered under s.

1008 22 3 D28+ o~~~ ] £ ot At 2 acnh ] 1 AT
. — CIT t/\_,J_ |\SPJ N R U S S ) e O COATTTICOS 1T T =) TR0 10 1T J_\_,L/L\A._I_J.J.\j
r 1Tren—+tranag + o n + aooammoenyy N s W] aamant o Trnealaalh T oeeaao
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Arts—and Mathematies—assessments—administeredpursuant—+to—s—+
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h. The percentage of eligible students in the lowest 25

percent in mathematics, as identified by prior year performance

on statewide, standardized assessments, who make Learning Gains

as measured by statewide, standardized mathematics assessments

administered under s. 1008.22(3).

i. For schools comprised of middle grades 6 through 8 or

grades 7 and 8, the percentage of eligible students passing high

school level statewide, standardized end-of-course assessments
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204 or attaining national industry certifications identified in the
205 Industry Certification Funding List pursuant to rules adopted by
206| the State Board of Education.
207
208 In calculating Learning Gains for the components listed in sub-
209| subparagraphs e.-h., the State Board of Education shall require
210 that learning growth toward achievement levels 3, 4, and 5 is
211 demonstrated by students who scored below each of those levels
212| in the prior year. In calculating the components in sub-
213 subparagraphs a.-d., the state board shall include the
214| performance of English language learners only if they have been
215 enrolled in a school in the United States for more than 2 years.
216 2—Beginning—with +the 20112012 sechool—year;—Ffor——sechoolts
217 &
218
219| ef—3tsstudents—enrolled inhigh sechool tevel courses—with
220 statewider——Standardizedassessments administered urder—S—
221 108822 Performance—andparticipationmastbeweighted—eguattv-
222 As—vatlid—databecomes—avatrtable;—the school—¢grades—shall irnetude
223| +the—studentsl attainment—of national industry ecertification
224 identifieddn—the Industry Certification Funding Listpursuant
225 to—rutes—adeopted by —the state boares
226 2 .3+ Begianing—with the 20002010 scheol—ear For a school
227 sehoots comprised of high—seheeot grades 9, 10, 11, and 12, or
228 grades 10, 11, and 12, the school’s grade at—Jdeast—50—percent—of
229| +he——sehool—grade shall also be based on a—ecembination—-eof—+the
230 A
231| pereentage—orn the following components, each worth 100 points
232 faetors:
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233 a. The 4-year high school graduation rate of the school as
234 defined by state board rule.+
235 b. The percentage of students who were eligible to earn

236 college and career credit through As—valid databecomes

237 PN I I | + e o e o
uVu-L—LuLJ—L\./, CTII t/\_,J_J_UJ_ T

238| students—3in College Board Advanced Placement examinations

239 eowrses, International Baccalaureate examinations eewrses, dual

240| enrollment courses, or and Advanced International Certificate of

241| Education examinations eew¥ses; or who, at any time during high

hicoszaman+
ITT 1OV O T T

242 school, earned amrd—thestudents &£ national

243| industry certification identified in the Industry Certification
244 Funding List, pursuant to rules adopted by the state board.s+
245 (c)l. The calculation of a school grade shall be based on

246 the percentage of points earned from the components listed in

247 subparagraph (b)l. and, if applicable, subparagraph (b)2. The

248 State Board of Education shall adopt in rule a school grading

249 scale that sets the percentage of points needed to earn each of

250 the school grades listed in subsection (2). There shall be at

251 least five percentage points separating the percentage

252 thresholds needed to earn each of the school grades. The state

253| board shall periodically review the school grading scale to

254 determine if the scale should be adjusted upward to meet raised

255 expectations and encourage increased student performance. If the

256 state board adjusts the grading scale upward, the state board

257 must inform the public and the school districts of the reasons

258 for and degree of the adjustment and its anticipated impact on

259 school grades.

260 2. The calculation of school grades may not include any

261 provision that would raise or lower the school’s grade beyond
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performanece~

(d) The performance of students attending alternative

schools and students designated as hospital or homebound shall

be factored into a school grade as follows:

1.3+ The student performance data for achievement—scores

and—learning—gains—ef eligible students attending alternative
schools that provide dropout prevention and academic

intervention services pursuant to s. 1003.53 shall be included

in the calculation of the home school’s grade. The term

“eligible students” in this subparagraph does not include
students attending an alternative school who are subject to
district school board policies for expulsion for repeated or
serious offenses, who are in dropout retrieval programs serving
students who have officially been designated as dropouts, or who

are in programs operated or contracted by the Department of

Juvenile Justice. The—studentperformancedaotafor—elzgible
atar Al At 2 A4+ o L4 A 2 +haa ol vy nny a7 ] T~ T A 2
o C O CTTTCTO TOACTCTIC T 1T 1T Tk =TT CITT 1O ouut./u._x_u.\j_x_u.t./u. [ 4 & =y = 1T [ N i A B AW AL W § =TT
, . .
the—ecaleuylationof +the homesehoolls—«grades As used in this

subparagraph and s. 1008.341, the term “home school” means the
school to which the student would be assigned if the student
were not assigned to an alternative school. If an alternative
school chooses to be graded under this section, student
performance data for eligible students identified in this
subparagraph shall not be included in the home school’s grade
but shall be included only in the calculation of the alternative
school’s grade. A school district that fails to assign
statewide, standardized end-of-course assessment scores of each

of its students to his or her home school or to the alternative
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shall be published annually by the department on its website

based upon the most recent data available.

(5)++H- DISTRICT GRADE.—Fhe—annual—report—reguired by

Beginning with the 2014-2015 school year, a school district’s

grade shall include a district-level calculation of the

components under paragraph (3) (b) be—eatevwlatedusing student

11
o

1 o dant Ny~ £.-1 1 o 1 PPN 1
TS & c It o o SChooT—yCaoT it

|

This calculation methodology captures each eligible
student in the district who may have transferred among schools
within the district or is enrolled in a school that does not

receive a grade. The department shall develop a district report

card that includes the district grade; the information required

under s. 1008.345(5); measures of the district’s progress in

closing the achievement gap between higher-performing student

subgroups and lower-performing student subgroups; measures of

the district’s progress in demonstrating Learning Gains of its

highest-performing students; measures of the district’s success

in improving student attendance; the district’s grade-level

promotion of students scoring achievement levels 1 and 2 on

statewide, standardized English Language Arts and mathematics

assessments; and measures of the district’s performance in

preparing students for the transition from elementary to middle
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school, middle to high school, and high school to postsecondary

institutions and careers.

(6) 48> RULES.—The State Board of Education shall adopt
rules under ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to administer this
section.

(7) TRANSITION.—School grades and school improvement

ratings pursuant to s. 1008.341 for the 2013-2014 school year

shall be calculated based on statutes and rules in effect on

June 30, 2014. To assist in the transition to 2014-2015 school

grades, calculated based on new statewide, standardized

assessments administered pursuant to s. 1008.22, the 2014-2015

school grades shall serve as an informational baseline for

schools to work toward improved performance in future years.

Accordingly, notwithstanding any other provision of law:

(a) A school may not be required to select and implement a

turnaround option pursuant to s. 1008.33 in the 2015-2016 school

year based on the school’s 2014-2015 grade or school improvement

rating under s. 1008.341, as applicable.

(b)1. A school or approved provider under s. 1002.45 that

receives the same or a lower school grade or school improvement

rating for the 2014-2015 school year compared to the 2013-2014

school year is not subject to sanctions or penalties that would

otherwise occur as a result of the 2014-2015 school grade or

rating. A charter school system or a school district designated

as high performing may not lose the designation based on the

2014-2015 school grades of any of the schools within the charter

school system or school district, as applicable.

2. The Florida School Recognition Program established under

s. 1008.36 shall continue to be implemented as otherwise
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465| provided in the General Appropriations Act.

466 (c) For purposes of determining grade 3 retention pursuant

467 to s. 1008.25(5) and high school graduation pursuant to s.
468 1003.4282, student performance on the 2014-2015 statewide,
469| standardized assessments shall be linked to 2013-2014 student

470| performance expectations.
471

472 This subsection is repealed July 1, 2017.
473 Section 2. Subsection (18) of section 1001.42, Florida

474 Statutes, 1s amended to read:

475 1001.42 Powers and duties of district school board.—The
476 district school board, acting as a board, shall exercise all
477| powers and perform all duties listed below:

478 (18) IMPLEMENT SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT AND ACCOUNTABILITY.—

479| Maintain a state system of school improvement and education

480 accountability as provided by statute and State Board of

481 Education rule. This system of school improvement and education
482 accountability shall be consistent with, and implemented

483| through, the district’s continuing system of planning and

484| Dbudgeting required by this section and ss. 1008.385, 1010.01,
485 and 1011.01. This system of school improvement and education
486 accountability shall comply with the provisions of ss. 1008.33,
487 1008.34, 1008.345, and 1008.385 and include the following:

488 (a) School improvement plans.—The district school board
489 shall annually approve and require implementation of a new,

490 amended, or continuation school improvement plan for each school
491 in the district. If a school has a significant gap in

492 achievement on statewide, standardized assessments administered
493 pursuant to s. 1008.22 1686834431+ by one or more student
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494 subgroups, as defined in the federal Elementary and Secondary
495 Education Act (ESEA), 20 U.S.C. s. 6311 (b) (2) (C) (v) (II); has not
496| significantly increased deereased the percentage of students

497| passing seeringbelow satisfaetery—eon statewide, standardized

498| assessments; has not significantly increased the percentage of

499 students demonstrating Learning Gains, as defined in s. 1008.34

500 and as calculated under s. 1008.34(3) (b), who passed statewide,

501 standardized assessments; or has significantly lower graduation

502 rates for a subgroup when compared to the state’s graduation

503| rate, that school’s improvement plan shall include strategies
504 for improving these results. The state board shall adopt rules
505 establishing thresholds and for determining compliance with this
506| paragraph.

507 (b) Public disclosure.—The district school board shall

508 provide information regarding the performance of students and
509| educational programs as required pursuant to ss. 1008.22 and

510 1008.385 and implement a system of school reports as required by
511 statute and State Board of Education rule which shall include
512 schools operating for the purpose of providing educational

513 services to youth in Department of Juvenile Justice programs,
514 and for those schools, report on the elements specified in s.
515 1003.52(19) . Annual public disclosure reports shall be in an

516| easy-to-read report card format and shall include the school’s
517| grade, high school graduation rate calculated without GED tests,
518 disaggregated by student ethnicity, and performance data as

519 specified in state board rule.

520 (c) School improvement funds.—The district school board

521 shall provide funds to schools for developing and implementing

522 school improvement plans. Such funds shall include those funds
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523 appropriated for the purpose of school improvement pursuant to
524 s. 24.121(5) (c).

525 Section 3. Paragraph (n) of subsection (9) and paragraph
526 (b) of subsection (21) of section 1002.33, Florida Statutes, are

527 amended to read:

528 1002.33 Charter schools.—
529 (9) CHARTER SCHOOL REQUIREMENTS.—
530 (n)l1. The director and a representative of the governing

531| board of a charter school that has earned a grade of “D” or “F”
532| pursuant to s. 1008.34 1668-34{2) shall appear before the

533 sponsor to present information concerning each contract

534 component having noted deficiencies. The director and a

535 representative of the governing board shall submit to the

536 sponsor for approval a school improvement plan to raise student

537 performance aehiewvement. Upon approval by the sponsor, the

538 charter school shall begin implementation of the school

539 improvement plan. The department shall offer technical

540 assistance and training to the charter school and its governing
541| board and establish guidelines for developing, submitting, and
542 approving such plans.

543 2.a. If a charter school earns three consecutive grades of
544 “D,” two consecutive grades of “D” followed by a grade of “F,”
545| or two nonconsecutive grades of “F” within a 3-year period, the
546 charter school governing board shall choose one of the following
547 corrective actions:

548 (I) Contract for educational services to be provided

549| directly to students, instructional personnel, and school

550 administrators, as prescribed in state board rule;

551 (IT) Contract with an outside entity that has a

Page 19 of 43
CODING: Words striekern are deletions; words underlined are additions.




552
553
554
555
556
557
558
559
560
561
562
563
564
565
566
567
568
569
570
571
572
573
574
575
576
577
578
579
580

CS for SB 1642 First Engrossed

20141642el

demonstrated record of effectiveness to operate the school;

(ITI) Reorganize the school under a new director or
principal who is authorized to hire new staff; or

(IV) Voluntarily close the charter school.

b. The charter school must implement the corrective action
in the school year following receipt of a third consecutive
grade of “D,” a grade of “F” following two consecutive grades of
“D,” or a second nonconsecutive grade of “F” within a 3-year
period.

c. The sponsor may annually waive a corrective action if it
determines that the charter school is likely to improve a letter
grade if additional time is provided to implement the
intervention and support strategies prescribed by the school
improvement plan. Notwithstanding this sub-subparagraph, a
charter school that earns a second consecutive grade of “F” is
subject to subparagraph 4.

d. A charter school is no longer required to implement a
corrective action if it improves by at least one letter grade.
However, the charter school must continue to implement
strategies identified in the school improvement plan. The
sponsor must annually review implementation of the school
improvement plan to monitor the school’s continued improvement
pursuant to subparagraph 5.

e. A charter school implementing a corrective action that
does not improve by at least one letter grade after 2 full
school years of implementing the corrective action must select a
different corrective action. Implementation of the new
corrective action must begin in the school year following the

implementation period of the existing corrective action, unless
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the sponsor determines that the charter school is likely to
improve a letter grade if additional time is provided to
implement the existing corrective action. Notwithstanding this
sub-subparagraph, a charter school that earns a second
consecutive grade of “F” while implementing a corrective action
is subject to subparagraph 4.

3. A charter school with a grade of “D” or “F” that
improves by at least one letter grade must continue to implement
the strategies identified in the school improvement plan. The
sponsor must annually review implementation of the school
improvement plan to monitor the school’s continued improvement
pursuant to subparagraph 5.

4. The sponsor shall terminate a charter if the charter
school earns two consecutive grades of “F” unless:

a. The charter school is established to turn around the
performance of a district public school pursuant to s.
1008.33(4) (b)3. Such charter schools shall be governed by s.
1008.33;

b. The charter school serves a student population the
majority of which resides in a school zone served by a district
public school that earned a grade of “F” in the year before the
charter school opened and the charter school earns at least a
grade of “D” in its third year of operation. The exception
provided under this sub-subparagraph does not apply to a charter
school in its fourth year of operation and thereafter; or

c. The state board grants the charter school a waiver of
termination. The charter school must request the waiver within
15 days after the department’s official release of school

grades. The state board may waive termination if the charter
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school demonstrates that the Learning Gains of its students on
statewide assessments are comparable to or better than the
Learning Gains of similarly situated students enrolled in nearby
district public schools. The waiver is valid for 1 year and may
only be granted once. Charter schools that have been in
operation for more than 5 years are not eligible for a waiver
under this sub-subparagraph.

5. The director and a representative of the governing board
of a graded charter school that has implemented a school
improvement plan under this paragraph shall appear before the
sponsor at least once a year to present information regarding

the progress of intervention and support strategies implemented

by the school pursuant
corrective actions, if
at the meeting, and in
provided to the school

deficiencies.

to the school improvement plan and
applicable. The sponsor shall communicate
writing to the director, the services

to help the school address its

6. Notwithstanding any provision of this paragraph except

sub-subparagraphs 4.a.-

at any time pursuant to subsection

(21)
(b)1.

charter school receiving a school grade pursuant to s.

the sponsor may terminate the charter
(8) .

C.y

PUBLIC INFORMATION ON CHARTER SCHOOLS.-—

The Department of Education shall report to each

1008.34

or a school improvement rating pursuant to s.

1008.341 the
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2. The charter school shall report the information in
subparagraph 1. to each parent of a student at the charter
school, the parent of a child on a waiting list for the charter
school, the district in which the charter school is located, and
the governing board of the charter school. This paragraph does
not abrogate the provisions of s. 1002.22, relating to student
records, or the requirements of 20 U.S.C. s. 1232g, the Family
Educational Rights and Privacy Act.

3.a. Pursuant to this paragraph, the Department of
Education shall compare the charter school student performance
data for each charter school in subparagraph 1. with the student
performance data in traditional public schools in the district
in which the charter school is located and other charter schools
in the state. For alternative charter schools, the department
shall compare the student performance data described in this
paragraph with all alternative schools in the state. The
comparative data shall be provided by the following grade
groupings:

(I) Grades 3 through 5;

(IT) Grades 6 through 8; and

(ITI) Grades 9 through 11.

b. Each charter school shall provide the information
specified in this paragraph on its Internet website and also
provide notice to the public at large in a manner provided by

the rules of the State Board of Education. The State Board of
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Education shall adopt rules to administer the notice
requirements of this subparagraph pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and
120.54. The website shall include, through links or actual
content, other information related to school performance.

Section 4. Paragraphs (a) and (d) of subsection (1) of
section 1003.621, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1003.621 Academically high-performing school districts.—It
is the intent of the Legislature to recognize and reward school
districts that demonstrate the ability to consistently maintain
or improve their high-performing status. The purpose of this
section is to provide high-performing school districts with
flexibility in meeting the specific requirements in statute and
rules of the State Board of Education.

(1) ACADEMICALLY HIGH-PERFORMING SCHOOL DISTRICT.-—

(a) A school district is an academically high-performing
school district if it meets the following criteria:

l.a. Begianingwith +the 2004—20085—secheool—yeary+ Earns a
grade of “A” under s. 1008.34 186834+ for 2 consecutive
years; and

b. Has no district-operated school that earns a grade of
“F” under s. 1008.34;

2. Complies with all class size requirements in s. 1, Art.
IX of the State Constitution and s. 1003.03; and

3. Has no material weaknesses or instances of material
noncompliance noted in the annual financial audit conducted

pursuant to s. 11.45 or s. 218.39.

(d) In order to maintain the designation as an academically
high-performing school district pursuant to this section, a

school district must meet the following requirements:
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1. Comply with the provisions of subparagraphs (a)2. and
3.; and
2. Earn a grade of “A” under s. 1008.34 1606834+ for 2

years within a 3-year period.

However, a district in which a district-operated school earns a
grade of “F” under s. 1008.34 during the 3-year period may not
continue to be designated as an academically high-performing
school district during the remainder of that 3-year period. The
district must meet the criteria in paragraph (a) in order to be
redesignated as an academically high-performing school district.

Section 5. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section
1008.31, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1008.31 Florida’s K-20 education performance accountability
system; legislative intent; mission, goals, and systemwide
measures; data quality improvements.-—

(1) LEGISLATIVE INTENT.—It is the intent of the Legislature
that:

(b) The K-20 education performance accountability system be
established as a single, unified accountability system with
multiple components, including, but not limited to, measuvres—of

adeguate—yeartyprogressy—iadividgatr student performance
tearning—<gains 1in public schools andy+ school and district

8

+
13

qar

grades—anpd—retgra—on—Inv

Section 6. Subsection (2) of section 1008.33, Florida

n
T

[0)]

33

Statutes, 1is amended to read:
1008.33 Authority to enforce public school improvement.—
(2) (a) Pursuant to subsection (1) and ss. 1008.34,
1008.345, and 1008.385, the State Board of Education shall hold
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all school districts and public schools accountable for student
performance. The state board is responsible for a state system
of school improvement and education accountability that assesses
student performance by school, identifies schools that in—whiech
students are not meeting accountability makingadegquateprogress

state standards, and institutes appropriate measures for

towaEr
enforcing improvement.

(b) The state system of school improvement and education
accountability must provide for uniform accountability
standards, provide assistance of escalating intensity to tew—

performing schools not meeting accountability standards, direct

support to schools in order to improve and sustain performance,
focus on the performance of student subgroups, and enhance
student performance.

(c) School districts must be held accountable for improving
the academic performance aehievemernt of all students and for
identifying and improving £uraingareound—tew—performing schools

that fail to meet accountability standards.

Section 7. Subsections (2), (3), and (4) of section
1008.341, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1008.341 School improvement rating for alternative
schools.—

(2) SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT RATING.—An alternative school is a
school that provides dropout prevention and academic
intervention services pursuant to s. 1003.53. An alternative
school shall receive a school improvement rating pursuant to
this section unless the school earns a school grade pursuant to

s. 1008.34. An Beginning—with—the 20132014 ——school—vyear;—ecach

alternative school that chooses to receive a school improvement

Page 26 of 43

CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




CS for SB 1642 First Engrossed

20141642el

755 rating shall receive a school improvement rating if the number
756 of its students for whom student performance data on statewide,
757 standardized assessments pursuant to s. 1008.22 which is

758 available for the current year and previous year meets or

759| exceeds the minimum sample size of 10. If an alternative school

760 does not have at least 10 students with complete data for a

761 component listed in subsection (3), that component may not be

762 used in calculating the school’s improvement rating. The

763| calculation of the school improvement rating shall be based on

764 the percentage of points earned from the components listed in

765 subsection (3). An alternative school that tests at least 80

766| percent of its students may receive a school improvement rating.
767 If an alternative school tests less than 90 percent of its
768 students, the school may not earn a rating higher than

769 “maintaining.” Beginning with the 2016-2017 school year, if an

770 alternative school does not meet the requirements for the

771 issuance of a school improvement rating in the current year, and

772 has failed to receive a school improvement rating for the prior

773 2 consecutive years, the school shall receive a rating for the

774 current year based upon a compilation of all student Learning

775 Gains, for all grade levels, for those 3 years. Likewise, if the

776| school fails to meet the requirements for a rating the following

777 year or any year thereafter, the school’s rating shall be based

778 on a compilation of student Learning Gains achieved during the

779| current and prior 2 years. The school improvement rating shall

780 identify an alternative school as having one of the following
781 ratings defined according to rules of the State Board of

782 Education:

783 (a) “Commendable” “mprowviag” means a significant
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percentage of the students attending the school are making

Learning Galns mere academie progress—thanwhen—the students
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(b) “Maintaining” means a sufficient percentage of the

students attending the school are making Learning Gains pregress

(c) “Unsatisfactory” “beelining” means an insufficient

percentage of the students attending the school are making

Learning Gains Jless—aecademie progress—than when the students
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Schools that improve at least one level or maintain a

“commendable” anr—improviag” rating pursuant to this section are

eligible for school recognition awards pursuant to s. 1008.36.

(3) DESIGNATION OF SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT RATING.—Student

ar

+ PN i
T T

Learning Gains €&

B N P 1
C.Llll_Lll_Lll\j IT [ g

“+ar—student—performance—resutts based on statewide,

standardized assessments, including retakes, administered under
s. 1008.22 for all eligible students who were assigned to and
enrolled in the school during the October or February FTE count
and who have assessment scores or comparable scores for the

preceding school year shall be used in determining an

alternative school’s school improvement rating. An alternative

school’s rating shall be based on the following components:

(a) The percentage of eligible students who make Learning
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813 Gains in English Language Arts as measured by statewide,

814 standardized assessments under s. 1008.22(3).

815 (b) The percentage of eligible students who make Learning

816| Gains in mathematics as measured by statewide, standardized

817 assessments under s. 1008.22 (3) Student—performance—resulEts

818 7 ’ ’
819 SAdma g ot~ A i AN o 100Q 29 £~ 717 1311 ataaAdAnt o ok A
agOmrrirrocCrCO oGS —S -+ ToUu0os TOTT orr CTrTrgTroTrC—oS ottt wirto—woTT
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822 noaro~ant 21 £ ot A ANt o 2+ ot S+ n BTONT D A1 N
Pttt C— O Stuttitt s Tt ciiC—StatC— O oixrr oty

824 Student performance results of students who are subject to

825 district school board policies for expulsion for repeated or

826| serious offenses, who are in dropout retrieval programs serving
827 students who have officially been designated as dropouts, or who
828 are in programs operated or contracted by the Department of

829 Juvenile Justice may not be included in an alternative school’s
830 school improvement rating.

831 (4) IDENTIFICATION OF STUDENT LEARNING GAINS.—For each

832 alternative school receiving a school improvement rating, the
833 Department of Education shall annually identify the percentage

834 of students making Learning Gains consistent with the provisions

835 in s. 1008.34(3) as—<compared—teo—the perecentage—-of+the—same

836 studentsmakingtearaing—gains—Ttn—their home sSchoolsin—the —vear
837 prieor—tobeing assigned—teo—the alternative—schoot

838 Section 8. Subsection (2) of section 1008.3415, Florida

839 Statutes, is amended to read:

840 1008.3415 School grade or school improvement rating for

841| exceptional student education centers.—
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842 (2) Notwithstanding s. 1008.34 38068343 )+{te)r3-, the

843 achievement levels seeres and Learning Gains of a student with a
844| disability who attends an exceptional student education center
845 and has not been enrolled in or attended a public school other
846| than an exceptional student education center for grades K-12

847| within the school district shall not be included in the

848 calculation of the home school’s grade if the student is

849 identified as an emergent student on the alternate assessment

850 tool described in s. 1008.22(3) (c) 1068223 fer13.

851 Section 9. Present subsections (9) and (10) of section

852 1008.22, Florida Statutes, are renumbered as subsections (10)
853 and (11), respectively, and a new subsection (9) is added to
854 that section, to read:

855 1008.22 Student assessment program for public schools.—
856 (9) CHILD WITH MEDICAL COMPLEXITY.—In addition to the

857 exemption option provided for under s. 1008.212, effective July

858 1, 2014, a child with a medical complexity may be exempt from

859| participating in statewide, standardized assessments, including

860 the Florida Alternate Assessment (FAA), pursuant to the

861| provisions of this subsection.

862 (a) Definition of child with medical complexity. A child

863| with a medical complexity means a child who, based upon medical

864 documentation from a physician licensed under chapter 458 or 459

865 is medically fragile and needs intensive care due to a condition

866 such as congenital or acquired multisystem disease; has a severe

867 neurological or cognitive disorder with marked functional

868 impairment; or is technology dependent for activities of daily

869 living; and lacks the capacity to take or perform on an

870 assessment.
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(b) Exemption options. If the parent consents in writing,

and the IEP team determines that the child should not be

assessed based upon medical documentation that the child meets

the definition of a child with medical complexity, then the

parent may choose one of the following three assessment

exemption options.

1. One-year exemption approved by the district school

superintendent. If the superintendent is provided written

documentation of parental consent and appropriate medical

documentation to support the IEP team’s determination that the

child is a child with medical complexity, then the

superintendent may approve a one-year exemption from all

statewide, standardized assessments, including the FAA. The

superintendent shall report annually to the district school

board and the Commissioner of Education the number of students

who are identified as a child with medical complexity who are

not participating in the assessment program.

2. One- to three-year exemption approved by the

Commissioner of Education. If the commissioner is provided

written documentation of parental consent; district school

superintendent approval; the IEP team’s determination that the

child is a child with medical complexity based upon appropriate

medical documentation; and all medical documentation, then the

commissioner may exempt the child from all statewide,

standardized assessments, including the FAA, for up to three

years. The State Board of Education shall adopt rules to

administer this subparagraph which must expedite the process by

which exemptions are reviewed and approved and which demonstrate

the utmost compassion and consideration for meeting the parent’s
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900 and child’s needs.

901 3. Permanent exemption approved by the Commissioner of

902| Education. If the commissioner is provided written documentation

903| of parental consent; district school superintendent approval of

904| a permanent exemption; the IEP team’s determination that the

905 child is a child with medical complexity based upon appropriate

906| medical documentation and that a permanent exemption is

907 appropriate; and all medical documentation, then the

908 commissioner may approve a permanent exemption from all

909 statewide, standardized assessments, including the FAA. The

910 State Board of Education shall adopt rules to administer this

911 subparagraph which must expedite the process by which exemptions

912 are reviewed and approved and which demonstrate the utmost

913| compassion and consideration for meeting the parent’s and

914 child’s needs.

915 (c) Reporting requirements. The Commissioner of Education

916 shall annually report to the Legislature data, by district,

917 related to the implementation of this subsection at the same

918 time as results are reported regarding student performance on

919 statewide, standardized assessments.

920 Section 10. Subsection (5) of section 1008.345, Florida

921 Statutes, is amended to read:

922 1008.345 Implementation of state system of school

923 improvement and education accountability.—

924 (5) The commissioner shall report to the Legislature and
925 recommend changes in state policy necessary to foster school
926 improvement and education accountability. The report shall

927 include:

928 (a) For each school district:
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1. The percentage of students, by school and grade level,

demonstrating learning growth in English Language Arts and

mathematics.

2. The percentage of students, by school and grade level,

in both the highest and lowest quartiles demonstrating learning

growth in English Language Arts and mathematics.

(b) Intervention and support strategies used by school

boards whose students in both the highest and lowest quartiles

exceed the statewide average learning growth for students in

those quartiles.

(c) Intervention and support strategies used by school

boards whose schools provide educational services to youth in

Department of Juvenile Justice programs that demonstrate

learning growth in English Language Arts and mathematics that

exceeds the statewide average learning growth for students in

those Sub'ects TITrnelaa 3~ 20 1 vyt a1 7 N S 1 - a4 £ +h
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School reports shall be distributed pursuant to this subsection
and s. 1001.42(18) (b) and according to rules adopted by the
State Board of Education.

Section 11. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
1011.64, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1011.64 School district minimum classroom expenditure

requirements.—
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958 (2) For the purpose of implementing the provisions of this
959 section, the Legislature shall prescribe minimum academic

960| performance standards and minimum classroom expenditure

961| requirements for districts not meeting such minimum academic

962| performance standards in the General Appropriations Act.

963 (a) Minimum academic performance standards may be based on,
964| but are not limited to, district grades determined pursuant to
965| s. 1008.34 106608-34Hr.

966 Section 12. Subsection (6) of section 1008.22, Florida

967 Statutes, 1s amended to read:

968 1008.22 Student assessment program for public schools.—
969 (6) LOCAL ASSESSMENTS.—
970 (a) Measurement of student performance dearning—gains in

971 all subjects and grade levels, except those subjects and grade
972 levels measured under the statewide, standardized assessment
973| program described in this section, is the responsibility of the
974 school districts.

975 (b) Except for those subjects and grade levels measured

976| under the statewide, standardized assessment program, beginning
977 with the 2014-2015 school year, each school district shall

978 administer for each course offered in the district a local

979| studernt assessment that measures student mastery of course £he

980 t t e Ao~y abh A 2 ot o4+ Sl At AA SN~ Aoaarnpya ot 2~
conten RS A AT ST SACAS e v S R S A S R IS R A SR S AC AT A SASAS SR SACAT B NS AT S A YDA S sy ay & S S RS 4 ¥ 9]

981 at the necessary level of rigor for the course. As adopted

982 pursuant to State Board of Education rule, course content is set

983 forth in the state standards required by s. 1003.41 and in the

984 course description. Local Sweh assessments may include:

985 1. Statewide assessments.

986 2. Other standardized assessments, including nationally

Page 34 of 43
CODING: Words striekern are deletions; words underlined are additions.




CS for SB 1642 First Engrossed

20141642el
987 recognized standardized assessments.
988 3. Industry certification assessments examinations.
989 4. District-developed or district-selected end-of-course
990 assessments.
991 5. Teacher-selected or principal-selected assessments.
992 (c) Each district school board must adopt policies for

993 selection, development, administration, and scoring of local

994 assessments and for collection of assessment results. Local

995 assessments implemented under subparagraphs (b)4. and 5. may

996 include a variety of assessment formats, including, but not

997 limited to, project-based assessments, adjudicated performances,

998 and practical application assignments. For all English Language

999 Arts, mathematics, science, and social studies courses offered

1000 in the district that are used to meet graduation requirements
1001 under s. 1002.3105, s. 1003.4281, or s. 1003.4282 and that are

1002 not otherwise assessed by statewide, standardized assessments,

1003 the district school board must select the assessments described

1004 in subparagraphs (b)1l.-4.
1005 (d) 4> The Commissioner of Education shall identify methods

1006 to assist and support districts in the development and

1007 acquisition of assessments required under this subsection.
1008| Methods may include developing item banks, facilitating the
1009 sharing of developed tests among school districts, acquiring
1010 assessments from state and national curriculum-area

1011 organizations, and providing technical assistance in best
1012| professional practices of test development based upon state-
1013| adopted curriculum standards, administration, and security.

1014 (e)+eh Each school district shall establish schedules for

1015 the administration of any district-mandated assessment and
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1016 approve the schedules as an agenda item at a district school
1017| board meeting. The school district shall publish the testing
1018 schedules on its website, clearly specifying the district-

1019| mandated assessments, and report the schedules to the Department
1020 of Education by October 1 of each year.

1021 Section 13. Subsections (1), (7), and (8) of section

1022 1012.34, Florida Statutes, are amended, and subsections (9) and
1023 (10) are added to that section, to read:

1024 1012.34 Personnel evaluation procedures and criteria.—
1025 (1) EVALUATION SYSTEM APPROVAL AND REPORTING.-—
1026 (a) For the purpose of increasing student academic

1027 performance dearning—greowth by improving the quality of

1028 instructional, administrative, and supervisory services in the

1029 public schools of the state, the district school superintendent
1030 shall establish procedures for evaluating the performance of
1031 duties and responsibilities of all instructional,

1032 administrative, and supervisory personnel employed by the school

1033 district. The district school superintendent shall provide

1034 instructional personnel the opportunity to review their class

1035 rosters for accuracy and to correct any mistakes. The district

1036 school superintendent shall ammgalty report accurate class

1037 rosters for the purpose of calculating district and statewide

1038 student performance and annually report the evaluation results

1039 of instructional personnel and school administrators to the
1040 Department of Education in addition to the information required
1041| under subsection (5).

1042 (b) The department must approve each school district’s

1043 instructional personnel and school administrator evaluation

1044 systems. The department shall monitor each district’s
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implementation of its instructional personnel and school
administrator evaluation systems for compliance with the
requirements of this section.

(c) Annually, by December 1, 2642+ the Commissioner of
Education shall report to the Governor, the President of the
Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives the
approval and implementation status of each school district’s
instructional personnel and school administrator evaluation
systems. The report shall include performance evaluation results
for the prior school year for instructional personnel and school
administrators using the four levels of performance specified in
paragraph (2) (e). The performance evaluation results for
instructional personnel shall be disaggregated by classroom
teachers, as defined in s. 1012.01(2) (a), excluding substitute
teachers, and all other instructional personnel, as defined in

s. 1012.01(2) (b)—-(d). The commissioner shall include in the

report each district’s performance-level standards established

under subsection (7), a comparative analysis of the district’s

student academic performance results and evaluation results,

data reported under s. 1012.341, ceontinve—to—report;—by December

o
T

1 _
- \NPN & Uy i Y

evatuyatieon—resuyltts and the status of any evaluation system

A ran
CITCT T TTE

LR PN
Yy oo

revisions requested by a school district pursuant to subsection
(6) .
(7) MEASUREMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING GROWTH.-—

(a) By—Fure—3++—203++ The Commissioner of Education shall

approve a formula to measure individual student learning growth

on the statewide, standardized assessments in English Language

Arts and mathematics en—theFloridaComprehensiveASsessment
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Test +{FESATY administered under s. 1008.22 31868223 r+ter+. The

formula must take into consideration each student’s prior
academic performance. The formula must not set different
expectations for student learning growth based upon a student’s
gender, race, ethnicity, or socioeconomic status. In the
development of the formula, the commissioner shall consider
other factors such as a student’s attendance record, disability
status, or status as an English language learner. The
commissioner shall select additional formulas as appropriate for
the remainder of the statewide assessments included under s.
1008.22 and continue to select formulas as new assessments are
implemented in the state system. After the commissioner approves

the formula to measure individual student learning growth emn—the

te—system, the State

Board of Education shall adopt these formulas in by rule.

(b) Beginping—in—the 201+ —2012—sehoot—yeary> Each school
district shall measure student learning growth using the
formulas fermuta approved by the commissioner under paragraph
(a) for courses associated with the statewide, standardized

assessments administered FEAT—Faeh sehooldistrietr shall

. . ] e | : | . ]
. . ] . . : ] - ]
remainderof the statewide assessments—inetuded under s. 1008.22

no later than the school year immediately following the year the

formula is approved by the commissioner as—theybecome
avattable. Regianingin—the 20142015 seheoel—yeary For grades

and subjects not assessed by statewide, standardized assessments

but otherwise assessed as required under s. 1008.22(6)

Page 38 of 43

CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




1103
1104
1105
1106
1107
1108
1109
1110
1111
1112
1113
1114
1115
1116
1117
1118
1119
1120
1121
1122
1123
1124
1125
1126
1127
1128
1129
1130
1131

CS for SB 1642 First Engrossed

20141642el

36068228}, each school district shall measure performance of

students student—tearninggrowth using a methodology determined
by the district an—eegualty aoppropriate formuta. The department

shall provide models for measuring performance of students

student—tearning—growth which school districts may adopt.

(c) For a course that is not measured by a statewide,

standardized assessment, a school district may request, through

the evaluation system approval process, to use a student’s

student achievement level measure rather than & student learning

growth measure 1f achievement is demonstrated to be a more
appropriate measure of classroom teacher performance. A school
district may also request to use a combination of student

learning growth and achievement, if appropriate.

(d) For Ff—the studentlearninggrowth—3n a course that is
not measured by a statewide, standardized assessment but—is

measgred—by o —schooldistriet—assessment, a school district may

request, through the evaluation system approval process, that

the performance evaluation for the classroom teacher assigned to
that course include the learning growth of his or her students
on one or more statewide, standardized assessments FCAFT Reading
er—FCAT Mathematies. The request must clearly explain the
rationale supporting the request. Heowever;—the—-elassroom

13 n __mmaa 313z oF
ESR AT |

o P I,
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A2 o
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[0)]

(e) For purposes of this section and only for the 2014-2015

school year, a school district may use measurable learning

targets on local assessments administered under s. 1008.22(6) to

evaluate the performance of students portion of a classroom

teacher’s evaluation for courses that are not assessed by
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oSsessmentsy—measgrablte Learning targets must be established

by the school principal. A district school superintendent may
assign to instructional personnel in an instructional team the
student learning growth of the instructional team’s students on
statewide assessments. This paragraph expires July 1, 2015.

(8) RULEMAKING.—The State Board of Education shall adopt
rules pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 which establish
uniform procedures for the submission, review, and approval of
district evaluation systems and reporting requirements for the
annual evaluation of instructional personnel and school
administrators; specific, discrete standards for each
performance level required under subsection (2) to ensure clear
and sufficient differentiation in the performance levels and to
provide consistency in meaning across school districts; the
measurement of student learning growth and associated

implementation procedures required under subsection (7); =&
K

Tdentityof students—for—whom—the individual 3is—responsibles and

a process for monitoring school district implementation of
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evaluation systems in accordance with this section.

Specifically, the rules shall establish & student performance

levels tearning—growth standard that 1f not met will result in

the employee receiving an unsatisfactory performance evaluation

rating. In like manner, the rules shall establish a student

performance level Jdearninggrowth standard that must be met in

order for an employee to receive a highly effective rating and a

student learning growth standard that must be met in order for
an employee to receive an effective rating.

(9) TRANSITION TO NEW STATEWIDE, STANDARDIZED ASSESSMENTS.—

Standards for each performance level required under subsection

(2) shall be established by the State Board of Education

beginning with the 2015-2016 school year.
(10) DISTRICT BONUS REWARDS FOR PERFORMANCE PAY BASED ON
EVALUATION PROGRESS.—School districts are eligible for bonus

rewards as provided for in the 2014 General Appropriations Act

for making outstanding progress toward educator effectiveness,

including implementation of instructional personnel salaries

based on performance results under s. 1012.34 and the use of

local assessment results in personnel evaluations when

statewide, standardized assessments are not administered.

Section 14. Section 1012.341, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

1012.341 Exemption from performance evaluation system and
compensation and salary schedule requirements.—

i Netwithstandines—anvyother provision
1) Hillsborough County Netwithstanding v—oth B

of—this—aet;—a School District £hat received an exemption under
Florida’s Race to the Top Memorandum of Understanding for Phase

2, as provided in s. (D) (2) (ii) of the memorandum. Accordingly,
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1190 notwithstanding any other provision of law, Hillsborough County

1191 School District+ is allowed to base 40 percent, instead of 50

1192| percent, of instructional personnel and school administrator
1193| performance evaluations upon student performance tearning—growth

1194| under s. 1012.34+—as—amended Py —this—aet. The school district is

1195| also exempt from the amendments to s. 1012.22(1) (c) made by
1196| chapter 2011-1, Laws of Florida £his—aet. The exemptions

1197 described in this subsection are effective beginning with fer

1198| the 2011-2012 school year and until the expiration of this

1199| section are—effeetive forecach sechool Fear thereafter if+the
1200 seheet—district Freceives arnvat opprovat by the State Boare——of
1201 | Edueatiern.

1202 (2) By October 1, 2014, and by October 1 annually

1203 thereafter, the superintendent of Hillsborough County School

1204 District shall attest, in writing, to the Commissioner of

1205| Education that The—State Beoardeof Eduecatieon shall basei£s
1206| oppreval—upondemeonstration by the sechoel distrietof+the
1207| feollowing:

1208 (a) The instructional personnel and school administrator

1209| evaluation systems base at least 40 percent of an employee’s
1210 performance evaluation upon student performance and that student
1211 performance is the single greatest component of an employee’s
1212 evaluation.

1213 (b) The instructional personnel and school administrator
1214| evaluation systems adopt the Commissioner of Education’s student
1215 learning growth formula for statewide assessments as provided
1216| under s. 1012.34(7).

1217 (c) The school district’s instructional personnel and

1218 school administrator compensation system awards salary increases
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