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Florida Senate - 2014 SB 404

By Senator Grimsley

21-00499-14 2014404
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to professional geology; amending s.
492.105, F.S.; revising licensure requirements for
professional geologists; creating s. 492.1051, F.S.;
providing requirements for registration as a
geologist-in-training; requiring geologist-in-training
applicants to successfully complete the Fundamentals
of Geology licensure examination; requiring an
application fee and a licensing fee; requiring the
Department of Business and Professional Regulation to
submit each completed application to the Board of
Professional Geologists for certification; setting
forth the criteria the board may use to certify
applicants; requiring the department to register each
person as a geologist-in-training whom the board
certifies has successfully completed the exam;
exempting registered geologists-in-training seeking
licensure as a professional geologist from retaking
the Fundamentals of Geology licensure examination;

providing an effective date.
Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraphs (d) and (e) of subsection (1) of
section 492.105, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

492.105 Licensure by examination; requirements; fees.—

(1) Any person desiring to be licensed as a professional
geologist shall apply to the department to take the licensure

examination. The written licensure examination shall be designed
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to test an applicant’s qualifications to practice professional
geology, and shall include such subjects as will tend to
ascertain the applicant’s knowledge of the theory and the
practice of professional geology and may include such subjects
as are taught in curricula of accredited colleges and
universities. The department shall examine each applicant who
the board certifies:

(d) Has fulfilled Fulfilds the following educational

requirements at a college or university, the geological
curricula of which meet the criteria established by an
accrediting agency recognized by the United States Department of
Education:

1. Graduation from such college or university with a major
in geology or other related science acceptable to the board; and

2. Satisfactory completion of at least 30 semester hours or
45 quarter hours of geological coursework eeuvrses;—24—-of—which
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(e) Has at least 5 # years of verified professional
geological work experience, which includes shalt—dnetude a
minimum of 3 years of professional geological work under the
supervision of a licensed or qualified geologist or professional
engineer registered under chapter 471 as qualified in the field
or discipline of professional engineering work performed

invetved; or has have a minimum of 5 years of verified
geological work aeceumultative—years’ experience as in—responsibile
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demonstrated by his or her having performed the work in a
responsible position as determined by the board.

Section 2. Section 492.1051, Florida Statutes, 1is created
to read:

492.1051 Geologist-in-training.—Any person desiring to be

registered as a geologist-in-training must successfully complete

the Fundamentals of Geology licensure examination administered

by the National Association of State Boards of Geology.
(1) To

take the examination, a person must submit an

application form, a nonrefundable application fee, and an

examination fee to the department.

The fees shall be established

492.104.

pursuant to s.

The department shall send each completed

application

to the board for certification. The board may

certify for

examination an applicant who:

Has

(a)

not committed an act or offense in any jurisdiction

which consti

tutes grounds for disciplining a professional

geologist 11

censed under this chapter; and
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88 (b) Has successfully completed at least 30 semester hours

89 or 45 quarter hours of geological coursework at a college or

90| wuniversity, the geological curricula of which meet the criteria

91| established by an accrediting agency recognized by the United

92 States Department of Education and, if still enrolled, has

93| provided a letter of good academic standing from the college or

94 university.

95 (2) The department shall register each person whom the

96| board certifies has successfully completed the Fundamentals of

97| Geology examination as a geologist-in-training.

98 (3) A registered geologist-in-training requesting to be

99 licensed as a professional geologist in this state is not

100 required to retake the Fundamentals of Geology licensure

101 examination.

102 Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2014.
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