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Florida Senate - 2014 SB 668

By Senator Stargel

15-00370A-14 2014668
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to amusement machines; amending s.
849.161, F.S.; redefining terms; revising
applicability; prohibiting merchandise from exceeding
a specified value; requiring the Department of Revenue
to calculate annually an adjusted cap on the per-game
cost of merchandise; requiring the department to
publish the amount and effective date of the adjusted
cap by a specified date; repealing s. 849.21, F.S.,
relating to an injunction to restrain violation;

providing an effective date.
Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 849.161, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

849.161 Amusement games—er machines; when chapter
inapplicable.—

(1) As used in this section, the term:

(a) “Amusement machine games—ermaechines” means a machine
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coin, currency, slug, token, coupon, card, or similar device

that enables a person to play a game in amd which the player, by

application of skill, may directly entitle—the personplaying—or

ting—the—game—or machine—+to receive merchandise or points

which—maybe——exchanged—Ffor merechandise. The term does not

include casino-style games in which the outcome is determined by
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and tourists as bona fide amusement games—e¥r machines.

(4) This section does shaid not be—eonstruwed—te authorize:

(a) A any game or device defined as a gambling device in 15
U.S.C. s. 1171, which requires identification of each device by
permanently affixing seriatim numbering and name, trade name,
and date of manufacture under s. 1173, and registration with the

United States Attorney General, unless such game or device is

excluded from applicability ef—the—ehapter under s. 1178;+ or
(b) A device offering video poker games or amy other

casino-style games game—eor machinethat may be construedas—a
(5) This chapter seetiern does not prohibit a appty—te—=

in—eoperated game or device designed and manufactured only for

bona fide amusement purposes which game—er—deviee may, by
application of skill, entitle the player to replay the game or
device at no additional cost, if the game or device:

(a) Can accumulate and react to no more than 15 free
replays;

(b) Can be discharged of accumulated free replays only by
reactivating the game or device for one additional play for such
accumulated free replay;

(c) Can make no permanent record, directly or indirectly,
of free replays; and

(d) Is not classified by the United States as a gambling
device in 15 U.S.C. s. 1171, which requires identification of
each device by permanently affixing seriatim numbering and name,
trade name, and date of manufacture under s. 1173, and

registration with the United States Attorney General, unless

excluded from applicability ef—+he—-ehapter under s. 1178. Fhis
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(6) (a) If an amusement machine provides the player with

points or coupons that may be exchanged on site for merchandise,

the wholesale cost of the merchandise may not exceed $5.25 or 15

times the amount charged for a game played, whichever is less,

and this value may be accumulated and carried forward across

multiple machines and games played. For an amusement machine

that directly provides the player with merchandise, the

wholesale cost of the merchandise may not exceed $50.

(b) If an amusement machine allows a player to activate the

machine and play multiple games at the same time, those multiple

games shall be considered a single game played for the purposes

of the cap established under paragraph (a). If an amusement

machine allows multiple players to compete against each other or

play simultaneously in a game, the cap established in paragraph

(a) may not be multiplied by the number of players but shall be

applied to each player as if that player had played separately

in an individual game.

(c) Beginning September 30, 2015, and annually on September

30 thereafter, the Department of Revenue shall calculate an

adjusted cap on the per-game cost of merchandise described in

paragraph (a), increasing the cap by the rate of inflation for

the 12 months before September 1. In calculating the adjusted

cap, the department shall use the Consumer Price Index for Urban

Wage Earners and Clerical Workers, not seasonally adjusted, for

the South Region or a successor index as calculated by the

United States Department of Labor. Each adjusted cap shall take
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effect on the following January 1, with the initial adjusted cap

to take effect on January 1, 2016. The department shall publish

the amount of the adjusted cap and its effective date on its

Internet home page by October 15 of each year.

Section 2. Section 849.21, Florida Statutes, is repealed.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a law.
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