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A bill to be entitled
An act relating to the Department of Transportation;
repealing s. 316.530(3), F.S., relating to load limits
for certain towed vehicles; amending s. 316.545, F.S.;
increasing the weight used in calculating whether a
vehicle equipped with fully functional idle-reduction
technology is overweight; updating terminology;
amending s. 332.007, F.S.; authorizing the department
to fund strategic airport investments; providing
criteria; amending s. 334.044, F.S.; prohibiting the
department from entering into a lease-purchase
agreement with certain transportation authorities;
providing that certain lease-purchase agreements are
not invalidated; providing an exception from the
requirement to purchase all plant materials from
Florida commercial nursery stock; amending s. 338.161,
F.S.; revising the authorization of the department to
enter into an agreement with an owner of a
transportation facility under which the department
uses its electronic toll collection and video billing
systems to collect for the owner certain charges for
use of the owner’s transportation facility; amending
s. 338.26, F.S.; revising the uses of fees generated
from Alligator Alley tolls to include the cost of
design and construction of a fire station that may be
used by certain local governments and certain related
operating costs; providing that excess tolls, after
payment of certain expenses, be transferred to the

Everglades Trust Fund; amending ss. 343.82 and
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343.922, F.S.; removing references to advances from
the previously repealed Toll Facilities Revolving
Trust Fund as a source of funding for certain
authority projects; amending s. 373.4137, F.S.;
providing legislative intent that environmental
mitigation be implemented in a manner that promotes
efficiency, timeliness in project delivery, and cost-
effectiveness; revising the criteria for the
environmental impact inventory and for mitigation of
projected impacts identified in the environmental
impact inventory; requiring the Department of
Transportation to include funding for environmental
mitigation for projects in its work program; revising
the process and criteria for the payment by the
department or participating transportation authorities
of mitigation implemented by water management
districts or the Department of Environmental
Protection; revising the requirements for the payment
to a water management district or the Department of
Environmental Protection of the costs of mitigation
planning and implementation of the mitigation required
by a permit; revising the payment criteria for
preparing and implementing mitigation plans adopted by
water management districts for transportation impacts
based on the environmental impact inventory; adding
federal requirements for the development of a
mitigation plan; providing for transportation projects
in the environmental mitigation plan for which

mitigation has not been specified; revising a water
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management district’s responsibilities relating to a
mitigation plan; amending s. 373.618, F.S.; subjecting
certain public information systems to local government
review or approval and to the requirements of ch. 479,

F.S., relating to outdoor advertising; providing an

effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (3) of section 316.530, Florida

Statutes, is repealed.

Section 2. Subsection (3) of section 316.545, Florida
Statutes, 1is amended to read:

316.545 Weight and load unlawful; special fuel and motor
fuel tax enforcement; inspection; penalty; review.—

(3) A Any person who violates the overloading provisions of
this chapter is shaidt—Pbe conclusively presumed to have damaged
the highways of this state by reason of such overloading, and a
fine shall be assessed which damage—isherebyfixed as follows:

(a) When the excess weight is 200 pounds or less than the
maximum ke¥rein provided in this chapter, the fine is peratty
shatt—Pe $10;

(b) Five cents per pound for each pound of weight in excess
of the maximum herein provided in this chapter if when the
excess welght is greater than exeeeds 200 pounds. If Hewevery
whernewve¥r the gross weight of the vehicle or combination of

vehicles is not greater than dees—meot—execeed the maximum

allowable gross weight, the maximum fine for the first 600

pounds of unlawful axle weight is shadd—be $510;
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88 (c) For a vehicle equipped with fully functional idle-

89 reduction technology, the fine is any penratty shall—be

90 calculated by reducing the actual gross vehicle weight or the

91| internal bridge weight by the certified weight of the idle-

92 reduction technology or by 550 466 pounds, whichever is less.

93| The vehicle operator must present written certification of the

94 weight of the idle-reduction technology and must demonstrate or

95 certify that the idle-reduction technology is fully functional

96| at all times. This calculation is not allowed for vehicles

97| described in s. 316.535(6);

98 (d) An apportionable vehicley as defined in s. 320.01+

99| operating on the highways of this state which is not witheut
100| ®being properly licensed and registered is shald—be subject to

101 the penalties as provided in this section; and

102 (e) A vehicle Wehieles operating on the highways of this
103 state from nonmember International Registration Plan

104 jurisdictions which is a®e not in compliance with the—provisions
105] ef s. 316.605 is shatd—Pbe subject to the penalties as—herein

106| provided in this section.

107 Section 3. Subsection (10) is added to section 332.007,

108 Florida Statutes, to read:

109 332.007 Administration and financing of aviation and
110 airport programs and projects; state plan.—

111 (10) The department may fund strategic airport investment

112| projects at up to 100 percent of the project’s cost if:

113 (a) Important access and on-airport capacity improvements

114 are provided;

115 (b) Capital improvements that strategically position the

116| state to maximize opportunities in international trade,
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logistics, and the aviation industry are provided;

(c) Goals of an integrated intermodal transportation system

for the state are achieved; and

(d) Feasibility and availability of matching funds through

federal, local, or private partners are demonstrated.

Section 4. Subsections (16) and (26) of section 334.044,

Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

334.044 Department; powers and duties.—The department shall
have the following general powers and duties:

(16) To plan, acquire, lease, construct, maintain, and
operate toll facilities; to authorize the issuance and refunding
of bonds; and to fix and collect tolls or other charges for

travel on any such facilities. Notwithstanding any other law,

the department may not enter into a lease-purchase agreement

with an expressway authority, regional transportation authority,

or other entity. This provision does not invalidate a lease-

purchase agreement authorized under chapter 348 or chapter 2000-

411, Laws of Florida, existing as of July 1, 2013, and does not

limit the department’s authority under s. 334.30.

(26) To provide for the enhancement of environmental
benefits, including air and water quality; to prevent roadside
erosion; to conserve the natural roadside growth and scenery;
and to provide for the implementation and maintenance of

roadside conservation, enhancement, and stabilization programs.

At least Ne—dess—+tharn 1.5 percent of the amount contracted for
construction projects shall be allocated by the department on a
statewide basis for the purchase of plant materials. Department
districts may not expend funds for landscaping in connection

with any project that is limited to resurfacing existing lanes
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unless the expenditure has been approved by the department’s
secretary or the secretary’s designee. To the greatest extent
practical, at least a—mimimum—eof 50 percent of the funds
allocated under this subsection shall be allocated for large
plant materials and the remaining funds for other plant

materials. Except as prohibited by applicable federal law or

regulation, all plant materials shall be purchased from Florida

commercial nursery stock in this state on a uniform competitive
bid basis. The department shall develop grades and standards for
landscaping materials purchased through this process. To
accomplish these activities, the department may contract with
nonprofit organizations having the primary purpose of developing
youth employment opportunities.

Section 5. Subsection (5) of section 338.161, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

338.161 Authority of department or toll agencies to
advertise and promote electronic toll collection; expanded uses
of electronic toll collection system; authority of department to
collect tolls, fares, and fees for private and public entities.—

(5) If the department finds that it can increase nontoll
revenues or add convenience or other wvalue for its customers,
and if a public or private transportation facility owner agrees
that its facility will become interoperable with the

department’s electronic toll collection and video billing

systems, the department may is—autherized—+te enter into an

agreement with the owner of such facility under which the

. . L ,
department uses privoteorpublicentiticesFforthe departmentls

gse—ef its electronic toll collection and video billing systems

to collect and enforce for the owner tolls, fares,
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and other applicable charges due impesed in
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administrative fees,

connection with use of the owner’s facility transpeortatieon
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system. The department may modify its rules regarding toll

collection procedures and the imposition of administrative
charges to be applicable to toll facilities that are not part of

the turnpike system or otherwise owned by the department. This

subsection does may¥ not be—eenstrved—teo limit the authority of
the department under any other p¥rewvisien—eof law or under any
agreement entered into before prier—te July 1, 2012.

of section 338.26,

[0)]

Section 6. Subsection (3) Florida

Statutes, 1is amended to read:

338.26 Alligator Alley toll road.—

(3) (a) Fees generated from tolls shall be deposited in the
State Transportation Trust Fund and shall be used:+——aad—any
ameognt—of funds—generated aonnually In—execess—of+that &

reguaire
1. To reimburse outstanding contractual obligations;s

2. To operate and maintain the highway and toll facilities,
including reconstruction and restoration;s

3. To pay for those projects that are funded with Alligator
Alley toll revenues and that are contained in the 1993-1994
adopted work program or the 1994-1995 tentative work program
submitted to the Legislature on February 22, 1994;+—and

4. To design dewelep and construct eperate a fire station

at mile marker 63 on Alligator Alley, which may be used by a

county or another local governmental entity to provide fire,

rescue,

adFaeent—ecounties—atong Alligator Alley; and

and emergency management services to the public on
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5. By interlocal agreement effective July 1, 2014, through

no later than June 30, 2018, to reimburse a county or another

local governmental entity for the direct actual costs of

operating such fire station.+

(b) Funds generated annually in excess of those required to

pay the expenses in paragraph (a) may be transferred to the

Everglades Fund of the South Florida Water Management District.
The South Florida Water Management District shall deposit funds
for projects undertaken pursuant to s. 373.4592 in the
Everglades Trust Fund pursuant to s. 373.45926(4) (a). Any funds
remaining in the Everglades Fund may be used for environmental
projects to restore the natural values of the Everglades,
subject to compliance with any applicable federal laws and
regulations. Projects must shatd: be limited to:

1l.4&> Highway redesign to allow for improved sheet flow of
water across the southern Everglades.

2.4k Water conveyance projects to enable more water
resources to reach Florida Bay to replenish marine estuary
functions.

3.4e> Engineering design plans for wastewater treatment
facilities as recommended in the Water Quality Protection
Program Document for the Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary.

4.46) Acquisition of lands to move STA 3/4 out of the Toe
of the Boot, provided such lands are located within 1 mile of
the northern border of STA 3/4.

5.4e) Other Everglades Construction Projects as described
in the February 15, 1994, conceptual design document.

Section 7. Paragraph (d) of subsection (3) of section

343.82, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:
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233 343.82 Purposes and powers.—
234 (3)
235 (d) The authority may undertake projects or other

236| 1improvements in the master plan in phases as particular projects
237 or segments thereof become feasible, as determined by the

238 authority. In carrying out its purposes and powers, the

239 authority may request funding and technical assistance from the
240 department and appropriate federal and local agencies,

241 including, but not limited to, state infrastructure bank loans+

242  advareces—fremthe Fett Facitities Revelving TrastFand——ord—from
243| any—eother sourees.

244 Section 8. Subsection (4) of section 343.922, Florida
245 Statutes, is amended to read:

246 343.922 Powers and duties.—

247 (4) The authority may undertake projects or other

248 improvements in the master plan in phases as particular projects
249 or segments become feasible, as determined by the authority. The
250 authority shall coordinate project planning, development, and
251 implementation with the applicable local governments. The

252 authority’s projects that are transportation oriented must shatd

253| be consistent to the maximum extent feasible with the adopted

254 local government comprehensive plans at the time such projects

255| *¥hey are funded for construction. Authority projects that are
256| not transportation oriented and meet the definition of

257 development pursuant to s. 380.04 must shatd be consistent with

258 the local comprehensive plans. In carrying out its purposes and
259| powers, the authority may request funding and technical

260 assistance from the department and appropriate federal and local

261 agencies, including, but not limited to, state infrastructure
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Section 9. Section 373.4137, Florida Statutes, 1s amended
to read:

373.4137 Mitigation requirements for specified
transportation projects.—

(1) The Legislature finds that environmental mitigation for
the impact of transportation projects proposed by the Department
of Transportation or a transportation authority established
pursuant to chapter 348 or chapter 349 can be more effectively
achieved by regional, long-range mitigation planning rather than
on a project-by-project basis. It is the intent of the
Legislature that mitigation to offset the adverse effects of
these transportation projects be funded by the Department of
Transportation and be carried out by the use of mitigation banks
and any other mitigation options that satisfy state and federal

requirements in a manner that promotes efficiency, timeliness in

project delivery, and cost-effectiveness.

(2) Environmental impact inventories for transportation
projects proposed by the Department of Transportation or a
transportation authority established pursuant to chapter 348 or
chapter 349 shall be developed as follows:

(a) By July 1 of each year, the Department of
Transportation, or a transportation authority established
pursuant to chapter 348 or chapter 349 which chooses to
participate in the program, shall submit to the water management
districts a list of its projects in the adopted work program and

an environmental impact inventory of habitat impacts and the
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anticipated mitigation needed to offset impacts as described in

paragraph (b). The environmental impact inventory must be based
on habitats—addressed—in the rules adopted pursuant to this

part, and s. 404 of the Clean Water Act, 33 U.S.C. s. 1344, and
the Department of Transportation’s which may be impacted by its

plan of construction for transportation projects in the next 3

years of the tentative work program. The Department of
Transportation or a transportation authority established
pursuant to chapter 348 or chapter 349 may also include in its
environmental impact inventory the habitat impacts and the

anticipated amount of mitigation needed for ef any future

transportation project. The Department of Transportation and
each transportation authority established pursuant to chapter
348 or chapter 349 may fund any mitigation activities for future
projects using current year funds.

(b) The environmental impact inventory must shaid include a
description of £hese habitat impacts, including #keix location,

acreage, and type; the anticipated mitigation needed based on

the functional loss as determined through the Uniform Mitigation

Assessment Method (UMAM) adopted in chapter 62-345, Florida

Administrative Code; identification of the proposed mitigation

option; state water quality classification of impacted wetlands
and other surface waters; any other state or regional
designations for these habitats; and a list of threatened
species, endangered species, and species of special concern
affected by the proposed project.

(c) Before projects are identified for inclusion in a water

management district mitigation plan as described in subsection

(4), the Department of Transportation must consider using
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credits from a permitted mitigation bank. The Department of

Transportation must consider the availability of suitable and

sufficient mitigation bank credits within the transportation

project’s area, the ability to satisfy commitments to regulatory

and resource agencies, the availability of suitable and

sufficient mitigation purchased or developed under this section,

the ability to complete suitable existing water management

district or Department of Environmental Protection mitigation

sites initiated with Department of Transportation mitigation

funds, and the ability to satisfy state and federal

requirements, including long-term maintenance and liability.

(3) (a) To implement the mitigation option funddevelopment

A
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impaects identified in the environmental impact inventory
described in subsection (2), the Department of Transportation

may purchase credits for current and future use directly from a

mitigation bank, purchase mitigation services through the water

management districts or the Department of Environmental

Protection, conduct its own mitigation, or use other mitigation

options that meet state and federal requirements. Funding for

the identified mitigation option as described in the

environmental impact inventory must be included in shaid

P IO R S Uy, Agpg
@ g T k,_L\juk,_LUll t/u.u.oc

ofprojeetsbudgetedby the Department of Transportation’s work

program developed pursuant to s. 339.135 Fransportatieon—feor—the

H

iseat—year. The amount programmed each year by the

Department of Transportation and participating transportation

authorities established pursuant to chapter 348 or chapter 349
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must correspond to an estimated cost to mitigate for the

functional loss identified in the environmental impact inventory

described in subsection (2) Theeserow—account—shatlbe
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b) Each transportation authority established pursuant to

chapter 348 or chapter 349 which £kat chooses to participate in

this program shall create an escrow account within its financial
structure and deposit funds in the account to pay for the
environmental mitigation phase of projects budgeted for the
current fiscal year. The escrow account shall be maintained by
the authority for the benefit of the water management districts.

Any interest earnings from the escrow account must shatdt remain

with the authority.

(c) For mitigation implemented by the water management

district or the Department of Environmental Protection, as

appropriate, the amount paid each year must be based on

mitigation services provided by the water management districts

or the Department of Environmental Protection pursuant to an

approved water management district mitigation plan, as described

in subsection (4). Except—foreurrentmitigotieon projeets—an—+the

paragraph—d)+ The water management districts or the Department

of Environmental Protection, as appropriate, may request payment

f funds—freoman eserow——account no sooner than 30

OIT

days before the date the funds are needed to pay for activities

associated with development or implementation of permitted
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water management district or the Department of Environmental

Protection, as appropriate, has continuing responsibility for

the mitigation project+—the eserow account—for the projeet
7 ™~ J
+
C

(d) Beginning with the March 2015 water management district

Hh

mitigation plans 4+a—the 20052006 fiseatl—year, each water

management district or the Department of Environmental

Protection, as appropriate, shall invoice the Department of

Transportation for mitigation services to offset only the

impacts of a Department of Transportation project identified in

the environmental impact inventory, including planning, design,

construction, maintenance and monitoring, and other costs

necessary to meet the requirements of this section, 33 U.S.C. s.

1344, and 33 C.F.R. part 332 bepaid o tump—sum amount—of

mitigatien—plan. If the water management district identifies the

use of mitigation bank credits to offset a Department of

Transportation impact, the water management district shall

exclude that purchase from the mitigation plan, and the

Department of Transportation shall purchase the bank credits.
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465
466
467
468
469
470

471 (e) For mitigation activities occurring on existing water

472| management district or Department of Environmental Protection

473| mitigation sites initiated with Department of Transportation

474| mitigation funds before July 1, 2013, the water management

475 district or the Department of Environmental Protection, as

476 appropriate, shall invoice the Department of Transportation or a

477 participating transportation authority at a cost per acre of

478 $75,000 multiplied by the projected acres of impact as

479 identified in the environmental impact inventory. The cost per

480 acre must be adjusted by the percentage change in the average of

481 the Consumer Price Index issued by the United States Department

482 of Labor for the most recent 12-month period ending September

483 30, compared to the base year average, which is the average for

484 the 12-month period ending September 30, 1996. When implementing

485 the mitigation activities necessary to offset the permitted

486 impacts as provided in the approved mitigation plan, the water

487| management district shall maintain records of the costs incurred

488 in implementing the mitigation. The records must include, but

489| are not limited to, costs for planning, land acquisition,

490 design, construction, staff support, long-term maintenance and

491| monitoring of the mitigation site, and other costs necessary to

492| meet the requirements of 33 U.S.C. s. 1344 and 33 C.F.R. part
493 332.
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(f) For purposes of preparing and implementing the

mitigation plans to be adopted by the water management districts

on or before March 1, 2014, for impacts based on the July 1,

2013, environmental impact inventory, the funds identified in

the Department of Transportation’s work program or participating

transportation authorities’ escrow accounts must correspond to a

cost per acre of $75,000 multiplied by the projected acres of

impact as identified in the environmental impact inventory. The

cost per acre must be adjusted by the percentage change in the

average of the Consumer Price Index issued by the United States

Department of Labor for the most recent 12-month period ending

September 30, compared to the base year average, which is the

average for the 12-month period ending September 30, 1996.

Payment under this paragraph is limited to mitigation activities

that are identified in the first year of the 2013 mitigation

plan and for which the transportation project is permitted and

are in the Department of Transportation’s adopted work program,

or equivalent for a transportation authority. When implementing

the mitigation activities necessary to offset the permitted

impacts as provided in the approved mitigation plan, the water

management district shall maintain records of the costs incurred

in implementing the mitigation. The records must include, but

are not limited to, costs for planning, land acquisition,

design, construction, staff support, long-term maintenance and

monitoring of the mitigation site, and other costs necessary to

meet the requirements of 33 U.S.C. s. 1344 and 33 C.F.R. part

332. To the extent moneys paid to a water management district by

the Department of Transportation or a participating

transportation authority are greater than the amount spent by
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the water management districts in implementing the mitigation to

offset the permitted impacts, these funds must be refunded to

the Department of Transportation or participating transportation

authority. This paragraph expires June 30, 2015.

(4) Before March 1 of each year, each water management

district shall develop a mitigation plan to offset only the

impacts of transportation projects in the environmental impact

inventory for which a water management district is implementing

mitigation that meets the requirements of this section, 33

U.S.C. s. 1344, and 33 C.F.R. part 332. The water management

district mitigation plan must be developed+ in consultation with

the Department of Environmental Protection, the United States
Army Corps of Engineers, the Department of Transportation,
participating transportation authorities established pursuant to
chapter 348 or chapter 349, amd other appropriate federal,

state, and local governments, and other interested parties,

-

Iz
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.

H-

including entities operating mitigation bankssy Yot
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1344. In developing such plans, the water management districts

shall use sound ecosystem management practices to address

significant water resource needs and consider shall—foecus—eon
activities of the Department of Environmental Protection and the
water management districts, such as surface water improvement
and management (SWIM) projects and lands identified for
potential acquisition for preservation, restoration, or
enhancement, and the control of invasive and exotic plants in
wetlands and other surface waters, to the extent that the

activities comply with the mitigation requirements adopted under
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this part, and 33 U.S.C. s.

2014696c¢c1
1344, and 33 C.F.R. part 332. The

water management district mitigation plan must identify each

site where the water management district will mitigate for a

transportation project. For each mitigation site, the water

management district shall provide the scope of the mitigation

services;

UMAM adopted in chapter 62-345,

provide the functional gain as determined through the

Florida Administrative Code;

describe how the mitigation offsets the impacts of each

transportation project as permitted; and provide a schedule for

the mitigation services. The water management districts shall

maintain records of costs incurred and payments received for

providing these services. Records must include, but are not

limited to,

planning, land acquisition, design, construction,

staff support, long-term maintenance and monitoring of the

mitigation site, and other costs necessary to meet the

1344 and 33 C.F.R. part 332.

requirements of 33 U.S.C. s. To the

extent moneys paid to a water management district by the

Department of Transportation or a participating transportation

authority are greater than the amount spent by the water

management districts in providing the mitigation services to

offset the permitted transportation project impacts, these

moneys must be refunded to the Department of Transportation or
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The

mitigation plan shall be submitted to the water management
district governing board+ or its designee+ for review and

approval. At least 14 days before approval by the governing

board, the water management district shall provide a copy of the

draft mitigation plan to the Department of Environmental

Protection and any person who has requested a copy. Subsequent

to the governing board approval, the mitigation plan shall be

submitted to the Department of Environmental Protection for

approval. The plan may not be implemented until it is submitted

to, and approvedy in part or in its entiretyy by, the Department

of Environmental Protection.
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mitigation plan, in whole or in part, and are not subject to

this section upon the election of the Department of
or the

Transportation, a transportation authority if applicable,

appropriate water management district. The Department of

Transportation or a participating transportation authority may

not exclude a transportation project from the mitigation plan if

mitigation is scheduled for implementation by the water

management district in the current fiscal year unless the
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transportation project is removed from the Department of

Transportation’s work program or transportation authority

funding plan, the mitigation cannot be timely permitted to

offset the impacts of a Department of Transportation project

identified in the environmental impact inventory, or the

proposed mitigation does not meet state and federal

requirements. If a project is removed from the work program or

the mitigation plan, costs spent by the water management

district before removal are eligible for reimbursement by the

Department of Transportation or participating transportation

authority.

(b)4e> When determining which projects to include in or
exclude from the mitigation plan, the Department of
Transportation shall investigate using credits from a permitted
mitigation bank before those projects are submitted for

inclusion in a water management district mitigation £hke plan.

The Department of Transportation shall exclude a project from

the mitigation plan if the investigation undertaken pursuant to

this paragraph results in the conclusion that the use of credits

from a permitted mitigation bank promotes efficiency, timeliness

in project delivery, The—investigationshalleonsider—+the cost-

effectiveness, and ef—mitigatieon boankeredits;—inetuding,—but

LS s £
[N S WL SR W § -

PR N
(= L TTTT

n
T

liability for success ef—+themitigatiens and long-term
maintenance.

(5) The water management district shall ensure that
mitigation requirements pursuant to 33 U.S.C. s. 1344 and 33

C.F.R. part 332 are met for the impacts identified in the

environmental impact inventory for which the water management
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district will implement mitigation described in subsection (2),

by implementation of the approved mitigation plan described in

subsection (4) to the extent funding is provided by the
Department of Transportation, or a transportation authority
established pursuant to chapter 348 or chapter 349, if

applicable. In developing and implementing the mitigation plan,

the water management district shall comply with federal

permitting requirements pursuant to 33 U.S.C. s. 1344 and 33

C.F.R. part 332. During the federal permitting process, the

water management district may deviate from the approved
mitigation plan in order to comply with federal permitting

requirements upon notice and coordination with the Department of

Transportation or participating transportation authority.

(6) The water management district mitigation plans shall be

updated annually to reflect the most current Department of
Transportation work program and project list of a transportation
authority established pursuant to chapter 348 or chapter 349, if
applicable, and may be amended throughout the year to anticipate
schedule changes or additional projects that whieh may arise.

Before amending the mitigation plan to include new projects, the

Department of Transportation must consider mitigation banks and

other available mitigation options that meet state and federal

requirements. Each update and amendment of the mitigation plan

shall be submitted to the governing board of the water
management district or its designee for approval. However, such
approval does shald not apply be—apptiecable to a deviation as
described in subsection (5).

(7) Upon approval by the governing board of the water

management district and the Department of Environmental
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Protection er—its—designee, the mitigation plan shall be—deemed
£o satisfy the mitigation requirements under this part for
impacts specifically identified in the environmental impact
inventory described in subsection (2) and any other mitigation
requirements imposed by local, regional, and state agencies for
these same impacts. The approval of the governing board of the

water management district and the Department of Environmental

Protection authorizes er—its—designee—shallauvtheorize the

activities proposed in the mitigation plan, and no other state,

regional, or local permit or approval 1is shalti—be necessary.

(8) This section does shal+ not be—econstruwed—te eliminate
the need for the Department of Transportation or a
transportation authority established pursuant to chapter 348 or
chapter 349 to comply with the requirement to implement
practicable design modifications, including realignment of
transportation projects, to reduce or eliminate the impacts of
its transportation projects on wetlands and other surface waters
as required by rules adopted pursuant to this part, or to
diminish the authority under this part to regulate other
impacts, including water quantity or water quality impacts, or
impacts regulated under this part which #hat are not identified

in the environmental impact inventory described in subsection

(O\ Tk B =L LS, IR [ S S S S~ DS U 1N S o
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Section 10. Section 373.618, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

373.618 Public service warnings, alerts, and

announcements.—The Legislature believes it is in the public
interest that each a3+ water management district distriets

created pursuant to s. 373.069 own, acquire, develop, construct,

operate, and manage public information systems. Public

information systems may be located on property owned by the

water management district, upon terms and conditions approved by

the water management district, and must display messages to the

general public concerning water management services, activities,

events, and sponsors, as well as other public service

announcements, including watering restrictions, severe weather

reports, amber alerts, and other essential information needed by

- A public information system is subject to

exempt—from the requirements of chapter 479.
district funds may not be used to pay the cost to acquire,

Water management

develop, construct, operate, or manage a public information
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726 system. Such system Any neecessary—funds—for o publticeinformat

OTT

P

H

7277 system shall be paid for with funds amd collected from private

728 sponsors, who may display commercial messages.

729 Section 11. This act shall take effect July 1, 2014.
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