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FOR CONSIDERATION By the Committee on Transportation

596-00901-14 20147012
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A bill to be entitled
An act relating to the Department of Transportation;
repealing s. 316.530(3), F.S., relating to load limits
for certain towed vehicles; amending s. 316.545, F.S.;
increasing the weight used in calculating whether a
vehicle equipped with fully functional idle-reduction
technology is overweight; updating terminology;
amending s. 332.007, F.S.; authorizing the department
to fund strategic airport investments; providing
criteria; amending s. 334.044, F.S.; prohibiting the
department from entering into a lease-purchase
agreement with certain transportation authorities;
providing that certain lease-purchase agreements are
not invalidated; providing an exception from the
requirement to purchase all plant materials from
Florida commercial nursery stock; amending s. 338.161,
F.S.; revising the authorization of the department to
enter into an agreement with an owner of a
transportation facility under which the department
uses its electronic toll collection and video billing
systems to collect for the owner certain charges for
use of the owner’s transportation facility; amending
s. 338.26, F.S.; revising the uses of fees generated
from Alligator Alley tolls to include the cost of
design and construction of a fire station that may be
used by certain local governments and certain related
operating costs; providing that excess tolls, after
payment of certain expenses, be transferred to the

Everglades Trust Fund in accordance with a specified
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memorandum; removing authority of the South Florida
Water Management District to issue bonds or notes;
amending ss. 343.82 and 343.922, F.S.; removing
references to advances from the previously repealed
Toll Facilities Revolving Trust Fund as a source of
funding for certain authority projects; amending s.
373.4137, F.S.; providing legislative intent that
environmental mitigation be implemented in a manner
that promotes efficiency, timeliness in project
delivery, and cost-effectiveness; revising the
criteria for the environmental impact inventory and
for mitigation of projected impacts identified in the
environmental impact inventory; requiring the
Department of Transportation to include funding for
environmental mitigation for projects in its work
program; revising the process and criteria for the
payment by the department or participating
transportation authorities of mitigation implemented
by water management districts or the Department of
Environmental Protection; revising the requirements
for the payment to a water management district or the
Department of Environmental Protection of the costs of
mitigation planning and implementation of the
mitigation required by a permit; revising the payment
criteria for preparing and implementing mitigation
plans adopted by water management districts for
transportation impacts based on the environmental
impact inventory; adding federal requirements for the

development of a mitigation plan; providing for
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transportation projects in the environmental
mitigation plan for which mitigation has not been
specified; revising a water management district’s
responsibilities relating to a mitigation plan;
amending s. 373.618, F.S.; subjecting certain public
information systems to local government review or
approval and to the requirements of ch. 479, F.S.,
relating to outdoor advertising; providing an

effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (3) of section 316.530, Florida

Statutes, is repealed.

Section 2. Subsection (3) of section 316.545, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

316.545 Weight and load unlawful; special fuel and motor
fuel tax enforcement; inspection; penalty; review.—

(3) A Any person who violates the overloading provisions of
this chapter is shaidt—Pbe conclusively presumed to have damaged
the highways of this state by reason of such overloading, and a
fine shall be assessed which—damage—3s—hereby—fixed as follows:

(a) When the excess weight is 200 pounds or less than the
maximum ke¥rein provided in this chapter, the fine is peratty
shatt—Pbe $10;

(b) Five cents per pound for each pound of weight in excess
of the maximum kexreirn provided in this chapter if whern the
excess welght is greater than exeeeds 200 pounds. If Hewevers

whenewve¥r the gross weight of the vehicle or combination of
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88 vehicles is not greater than dees—met—exeeed the maximum

89 allowable gross weight, the maximum fine for the first 600
90| pounds of unlawful axle weight is shaid—be $10;
91 (c) For a vehicle equipped with fully functional idle-

92 reduction technology, the fine is anyperattyshatlbe

93 calculated by reducing the actual gross vehicle weight or the

94 internal bridge weight by the certified weight of the idle-
95| reduction technology or by 550 466 pounds, whichever is less.
96| The vehicle operator must present written certification of the
97| weight of the idle-reduction technology and must demonstrate or
98| certify that the idle-reduction technology is fully functional
99| at all times. This calculation is not allowed for vehicles

100| described in s. 316.535(6);

101 (d) An apportionable vehicley as defined in s. 320.01+

102 operating on the highways of this state which is not witheut

103] being properly licensed and registered is shadd—be subject to

104 the penalties as provided in this section; and
105 (e) A vehicle ¥Wehieles operating on the highways of this

106| state from nonmember International Registration Plan

107| Jjurisdictions which is a¥e not in compliance with the—provisions
108| ef s. 316.605 is shatd—Pbe subject to the penalties as—herein
109| provided in this section.

110 Section 3. Subsection (10) is added to section 332.007,

111 Florida Statutes, to read:
112 332.007 Administration and financing of aviation and
113 airport programs and projects; state plan.—

114 (10) The department may fund strategic airport investment

115| projects at up to 100 percent of the project’s cost if:

116 (a) Important access and on-airport capacity improvements
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117 are provided;

118 (b) Capital improvements that strategically position the

119| state to maximize opportunities in international trade,

120 logistics, and the aviation industry are provided;

121 (c) Goals of an integrated intermodal transportation system

122 for the state are achieved; and

123 (d) Feasibility and availability of matching funds through

124 federal, local, or private partners are demonstrated.

125 Section 4. Subsections (16) and (26) of section 334.044,

126 Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

127 334.044 Department; powers and duties.—The department shall
128 have the following general powers and duties:

129 (16) To plan, acquire, lease, construct, maintain, and

130 operate toll facilities; to authorize the issuance and refunding
131 of bonds; and to fix and collect tolls or other charges for

132 travel on any such facilities. Notwithstanding any other law,

133 the department may not enter into a lease-purchase agreement

134| with an expressway authority, regional transportation authority,

135| or other entity. This provision does not invalidate a lease-

136| purchase agreement authorized under chapter 348 or chapter 2000-

137 411, Laws of Florida, existing as of July 1, 2013, and does not

138 limit the department’s authority under s. 334.30.

139 (26) To provide for the enhancement of environmental

140| Dbenefits, including air and water quality; to prevent roadside
141 erosion; to conserve the natural roadside growth and scenery;
142 and to provide for the implementation and maintenance of

143 roadside conservation, enhancement, and stabilization programs.

144 At least Ne—Zdess—+tharn 1.5 percent of the amount contracted for

145 construction projects shall be allocated by the department on a

Page 5 of 26
CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Florida Senate - 2014 (PROPOSED COMMITTEE BILL) SPB 7012

596-00901-14 20147012
146 statewide basis for the purchase of plant materials. Department
147 districts may not expend funds for landscaping in connection
148| with any project that is limited to resurfacing existing lanes
149| unless the expenditure has been approved by the department’s

150 secretary or the secretary’s designee. To the greatest extent

151| practical, at least a—mimimgm—of 50 percent of the funds
152 allocated under this subsection shall be allocated for large
153 plant materials and the remaining funds for other plant

154| materials. Except as prohibited by applicable federal law or

155| regulation, all plant materials shall be purchased from Florida

156| commercial nursery stock in this state on a uniform competitive
157 bid basis. The department shall develop grades and standards for
158 landscaping materials purchased through this process. To

159 accomplish these activities, the department may contract with
160 nonprofit organizations having the primary purpose of developing
161 youth employment opportunities.

162 Section 5. Subsection (5) of section 338.161, Florida

163 Statutes, is amended to read:

164 338.161 Authority of department or toll agencies to

165 advertise and promote electronic toll collection; expanded uses
166 of electronic toll collection system; authority of department to
167 collect tolls, fares, and fees for private and public entities.—
168 (5) If the department finds that it can increase nontoll
169| revenues or add convenience or other value for its customers,
170 and if a public or private transportation facility owner agrees
171 that its facility will become interoperable with the

172 department’s electronic toll collection and video billing

173 systems, the department may is—auwtherized—+te enter into an

174 agreement with the owner of such facility under which the
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department uses privateorpublie—entities for—the departme
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T

wse—of its electronic toll collection and video billing systems
to collect and enforce for the owner tolls, fares,
administrative fees, and other applicable charges due impoesed in
connection with use of the owner’s facility +renspeortatien
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system. The department may modify its rules regarding toll
collection procedures and the imposition of administrative
charges to be applicable to toll facilities that are not part of

the turnpike system or otherwise owned by the department. This

subsection does may not be—eoenstruved—+te limit the authority of

the department under any other prewvisien—eof law or under any
agreement entered into before prier—te July 1, 2012.

Section 6. Subsections (3) and (4) of section 338.20,
Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

338.26 Alligator Alley toll road.—

(3) (a) Fees generated from tolls shall be deposited in the
State Transportation Trust Fund and shall be used:—and—any

SNt £ Lo Ao Ao
oo oitc O+ toaits gttt

ted—armngattyin-exeess—of

1. To reimburse outstanding contractual obligations;s

2. To operate and maintain the highway and toll facilities,
including reconstruction and restoration;s

3. To pay for those projects that are funded with Alligator
Alley toll revenues and that are contained in the 1993-1994
adopted work program or the 1994-1995 tentative work program
submitted to the Legislature on February 22, 1994;+—and

4. To design dewvetep and construct eperate a fire station

at mile marker 63 on Alligator Alley, which may be used by a
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204 county or another local governmental entity to provide fire,

205 rescue, and emergency management services to the public on

206| adioeent——ecounties—ateong Alligator Alley; and

207 5. By interlocal agreement effective July 1, 2014, through

208 no later than June 30, 2017, to reimburse a county or another

209| 1local governmental entity for the direct actual costs of

210 operating such fire station.+

211 (b) Funds generated annually in excess of those required to

212 pay the expenses in paragraph (a) may be transferred to the

213| Everglades Fund of the South Florida Water Management District

214 in accordance with the memorandum of understanding of June 30,

215 1997, between the district and the department. The South Florida

216| Water Management District shall deposit funds for projects

217| undertaken pursuant to s. 373.4592 in the Everglades Trust Fund
218 pursuant to s. 373.45926(4) (a). Any funds remaining in the

219| Everglades Fund may be used for environmental projects to

220 restore the natural values of the Everglades, subject to

221 compliance with any applicable federal laws and regulations.
222| Projects must shadtd be limited to:

223 1l.4a)> Highway redesign to allow for improved sheet flow of
224 water across the southern Everglades.

225 2.4k Water conveyance projects to enable more water

226 resources to reach Florida Bay to replenish marine estuary

227 functions.

228 3.4e)> Engineering design plans for wastewater treatment
229 facilities as recommended in the Water Quality Protection

230 Program Document for the Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary.

231 4.46) Acquisition of lands to move STA 3/4 out of the Toe

232 of the Boot, provided such lands are located within 1 mile of
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343.922 Powers and duties.—

(4) The authority may undertake projects or other
improvements in the master plan in phases as particular projects
or segments become feasible, as determined by the authority. The
authority shall coordinate project planning, development, and
implementation with the applicable local governments. The

authority’s projects that are transportation oriented must shatd

be consistent to the maximum extent feasible with the adopted

local government comprehensive plans at the time such projects

fhey are funded for construction. Authority projects that are
not transportation oriented and meet the definition of

development pursuant to s. 380.04 must shaltd be consistent with

the local comprehensive plans. In carrying out its purposes and
powers, the authority may request funding and technical
assistance from the department and appropriate federal and local

agencies, including, but not limited to, state infrastructure

bank loans DA P o o ] P11l ot T db g Dz Tagt e Mo oy
I’ oAV AT -y 1 UTIT T I S N e 1L Cr i S N E WS WS ) L\_,VU_LV_LJ.J.& [ HE E W YWD ) Wy

Taae DS I =P [ VNGNS [ I, AU R, [PPSR oy o TS A
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seuree.

Section 9. Section 373.4137, Florida Statutes, 1s amended
to read:

373.4137 Mitigation requirements for specified
transportation projects.—

(1) The Legislature finds that environmental mitigation for
the impact of transportation projects proposed by the Department
of Transportation or a transportation authority established
pursuant to chapter 348 or chapter 349 can be more effectively
achieved by regional, long-range mitigation planning rather than

on a project-by-project basis. It is the intent of the
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Legislature that mitigation to offset the adverse effects of
these transportation projects be funded by the Department of
Transportation and be carried out by the use of mitigation banks
and any other mitigation options that satisfy state and federal

requirements in a manner that promotes efficiency, timeliness in

project delivery, and cost-effectiveness.

(2) Environmental impact inventories for transportation
projects proposed by the Department of Transportation or a
transportation authority established pursuant to chapter 348 or
chapter 349 shall be developed as follows:

(a) By July 1 of each year, the Department of
Transportation, or a transportation authority established
pursuant to chapter 348 or chapter 349 which chooses to
participate in the program, shall submit to the water management
districts a list of its projects in the adopted work program and

an environmental impact inventory of habitat impacts and the

anticipated mitigation needed to offset impacts as described in

paragraph (b). The environmental impact inventory must be based
on habitats—addressed—3n the rules adopted pursuant to this

part, and s. 404 of the Clean Water Act, 33 U.S.C. s. 1344, and
the Department of Transportation’s whiechmaybe—impacted—PbyiEts

plan of construction for transportation projects in the next 3

years of the tentative work program. The Department of
Transportation or a transportation authority established
pursuant to chapter 348 or chapter 349 may also include in its
environmental impact inventory the habitat impacts and the

anticipated amount of mitigation needed for ef any future

transportation project. The Department of Transportation and

each transportation authority established pursuant to chapter
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348 or chapter 349 may fund any mitigation activities for future
projects using current year funds.

(b) The environmental impact inventory must shaid include a
description of £hese habitat impacts, including #£heir location,

acreage, and type; the anticipated mitigation needed based on

the functional loss as determined through the Uniform Mitigation

Assessment Method (UMAM) adopted in chapter 62-345, Florida

Administrative Code; identification of the proposed mitigation

option; state water quality classification of impacted wetlands
and other surface waters; any other state or regional
designations for these habitats; and a list of threatened
species, endangered species, and species of special concern
affected by the proposed project.

(c) Before projects are identified for inclusion in a water

management district mitigation plan as described in subsection

(4), the Department of Transportation must consider using

credits from a permitted mitigation bank. The Department of

Transportation must consider the availability of suitable and

sufficient mitigation bank credits within the transportation

project’s area, the ability to satisfy commitments to regulatory

and resource agencies, the availability of suitable and

sufficient mitigation purchased or developed under this section,

the ability to complete suitable existing water management

district or Department of Environmental Protection mitigation

sites initiated with Department of Transportation mitigation

funds, and the ability to satisfy state and federal

requirements, including long-term maintenance and liability.

(3) (2) To implement the mitigation option fund—development

£+
- LS i By
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349| 4impaets identified in the environmental impact inventory
350 described in subsection (2), the Department of Transportation

351| may purchase credits for current and future use directly from a

352| mitigation bank, purchase mitigation services through the water

353| management districts or the Department of Environmental

354 Protection, conduct its own mitigation, or use other mitigation

355 options that meet state and federal requirements. Funding for

356| the identified mitigation option as described in the

357| environmental impact inventory must be included in shatt

358| Zdentifyfunds—eauarterivy in aneserow account—within the State
359| ZFranspertation TrustFund for the environmental mitigationphase

ts—Pbudgeted—Py the Department of Transportation’s work

360 ef—proie

)

361| program developed pursuant to s. 339.135 Franspeortation—feor—the
362

363| Department of Transportation and participating transportation

nt
TITC

Hh

iseat—vyear. The amount programmed each year by the
Y prog Y Y

5

11
| -

)

364 authorities established pursuant to chapter 348 or chapter 349

365| must correspond to an estimated cost per credit of $150,000

366| multiplied by the projected number of credits identified in the

367 environmental impact inventory described in subsection (2). This

368 estimated cost per credit must be adjusted every 2 years by the

369| Department of Transportation based on the average cost per UMAM

370 credit paid through this section FThe—eserow—account—shall—Pbe

371 masntat e~ ey +h Nerartmant+ £ Mo v 3 s s hoanaf i+
MO T TT T TIT OO LJ_Y T J_/\_,t/L/LJ_ CITTTTT O e AJ_LAIth/UJ_ CTr T I OUTT [ S N T T TITTI T 1T 1T
372| ef—thewoter management—distriets. Any interest—earnings—from
373 +h ATy At a1 rama g oA 2+ 4+ Nernartrmandt £
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374 Transportation-
375 (b) Each transportation authority established pursuant to

376| chapter 348 or chapter 349 which £kat chooses to participate in

377 this program shall create an escrow account within its financial
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structure and deposit funds in the account to pay for the
environmental mitigation phase of projects budgeted for the
current fiscal year. The escrow account shall be maintained by
the authority for the benefit of the water management districts.
Any interest earnings from the escrow account must shatdt remain

with the authority.

(c) For mitigation implemented by the water management

district or the Department of Environmental Protection, as

appropriate, the amount paid each year must be based on

mitigation services provided by the water management districts

or the Department of Environmental Protection pursuant to an

approved water management district mitigation plan, as described

in subsection (4). BExeept—for—euvrrentmitigation projeets—an—Ethe

poragraph—td)+ The water management districts or the Department

of Environmental Protection, as appropriate, may request payment

f fundsfreomanesereow—aceeownt no sooner than 30
days before the date the funds are needed to pay for activities
associated with development or implementation of permitted

mitigation that meets the requirements of this part, 33 U.S.C.

s. 1344, and 33 C.F.R. part 332, in the approved water

management district mitigation plan described in subsection (4)

for the current fiscal year—inetuding—butrnot—timited—+toy
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management district or the Department of Environmental

Protection, as appropriate, shall invoice the Department of

Transportation for mitigation services to offset only the

impacts of a Department of Transportation project identified in

the environmental impact inventory, including planning, design,

construction, maintenance and monitoring, and other costs

necessary to meet the requirements of this section, 33 U.S.C. s.
1344, and 33 C.F.R. part 332 be—p

o))
H

t+en—ptan. If the water management district identifies the

use of mitigation bank credits to offset a Department of

Transportation impact, the water management district shall

exclude that purchase from the mitigation plan, and the

Department of Transportation shall purchase the bank credits.

(e) For mitigation activities occurring on existing water

management district or Department of Environmental Protection

mitigation sites initiated with Department of Transportation

mitigation funds before July 1, 2013, the water management
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district or the Department of Environmental Protection, as

appropriate, shall invoice the Department of Transportation or a

participating transportation authority at a cost per acre of

$75,000 multiplied by the projected acres of impact as

identified in the environmental impact inventory. The cost per

acre must be adjusted by the percentage change in the average of

the Consumer Price Index issued by the United States Department

of Labor for the most recent 12-month period ending September

30, compared to the base year average, which is the average for

the 12-month period ending September 30, 1996. When implementing

the mitigation activities necessary to offset the permitted

impacts as provided in the approved mitigation plan, the water

management district shall maintain records of the costs incurred

in implementing the mitigation. The records must include, but

are not limited to, costs for planning, land acquisition,

design, construction, staff support, long-term maintenance and

monitoring of the mitigation site, and other costs necessary to

meet the requirements of 33 U.S.C. s. 1344 and 33 C.F.R. part
332.

(f) For purposes of preparing and implementing the

mitigation plans to be adopted by the water management districts

on or before March 1, 2014, for impacts based on the July 1,

2013, environmental impact inventory, the funds identified in

the Department of Transportation’s work program or participating

transportation authorities’ escrow accounts must correspond to a

cost per acre of $75,000 multiplied by the projected acres of

impact as identified in the environmental impact inventory. The

cost per acre must be adjusted by the percentage change in the

average of the Consumer Price Index issued by the United States
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523 Department of Labor for the most recent 12-month period ending

524 September 30, compared to the base year average, which is the

525| average for the 12-month period ending September 30, 1996.

526| Payment under this paragraph is limited to mitigation activities

527| that are identified in the first year of the 2013 mitigation

528| plan and for which the transportation project is permitted and

529 are in the Department of Transportation’s adopted work program,

530 or equivalent for a transportation authority. When implementing

531 the mitigation activities necessary to offset the permitted

532 impacts as provided in the approved mitigation plan, the water

533| management district shall maintain records of the costs incurred

534 in implementing the mitigation. The records must include, but

535 are not limited to, costs for planning, land acquisition,

536| design, construction, staff support, long-term maintenance and

537| monitoring of the mitigation site, and other costs necessary to

538| meet the requirements of 33 U.S.C. s. 1344 and 33 C.F.R. part

539 332. To the extent moneys paid to a water management district by

540 the Department of Transportation or a participating

541 transportation authority are greater than the amount spent by

542 the water management districts in implementing the mitigation to

543| offset the permitted impacts, these funds must be refunded to

544 the Department of Transportation or participating transportation

545 authority. This paragraph expires June 30, 2015.

546 (4) Before March 1 of each year, each water management

547 district shall develop a mitigation plan to offset only the

548 impacts of transportation projects in the environmental impact

549 inventory for which a water management district is implementing

550| mitigation that meets the requirements of this section, 33

551| U.S.C. s. 1344, and 33 C.F.R. part 332. The water management
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district mitigation plan must be developeds in consultation with

the Department of Environmental Protection, the United States
Army Corps of Engineers, the Department of Transportation,
participating transportation authorities established pursuant to
chapter 348 or chapter 349, anmd other appropriate federal,

state, and local governments, and other interested parties,

including entities operating mitigation banks——shall—develop—=

Bnlan £+ +h P RN S R RS NN £ oceome Tl za ey oo+ ma a1~ 0 A
tJLK.aLll [ S T tJ_LLJ.lI.K.;L_L_Y tJLA.LtJ\JnJC L \.z\JllltJL_YLll\j W ITCTT CTITT lllLl,L\jul,L\Jll
reoemil roameant o S A A g +hta ~opdt S Q7 TT Q™ o
J_\.,\iu_LJ_\.,lll\.allL.,u (.A.\A.Ut/k.,\.,u t/uJ_uuullL., (- a—y CIT 1O t/uJ_L., AT ey A J [=J

1344. In developing such plans, the water management districts

shall use sound ecosystem management practices to address

significant water resource needs and consider shall—feeus—eon
activities of the Department of Environmental Protection and the
water management districts, such as surface water improvement
and management (SWIM) projects and lands identified for
potential acquisition for preservation, restoration, or
enhancement, and the control of invasive and exotic plants in
wetlands and other surface waters, to the extent that the
activities comply with the mitigation requirements adopted under

this part, and 33 U.S.C. s. 1344, and 33 C.F.R. part 332. The

water management district mitigation plan must identify each

site where the water management district will mitigate for a

transportation project. For each mitigation site, the water

management district shall provide the scope of the mitigation

services; provide the functional gain as determined through the

UMAM adopted in chapter 62-345, Florida Administrative Code;

describe how the mitigation offsets the impacts of each

transportation project as permitted; and provide a schedule for

the mitigation services. The water management districts shall
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maintain records of costs incurred and payments received for

providing these services. Records must inc

lude, but are not

limited to, planning, land acquisition, de

sign, construction,

staff support, long-term maintenance and m

onitoring of the

mitigation site, and other costs necessary

to meet the

requirements of 33 U.S.C. s. 1344 and 33 C

.F.R. part 332. To the

extent moneys paid to a water management d

istrict by the

Department of Transportation or a particip

ating transportation

authority are greater than the amount spen

t by the water

management districts in providing the miti

gation services to

offset the permitted transportation projec

t impacts, these

moneys must be refunded to the Department of Transportation or
participating transportation authority Irn—determining—Ethe
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onm e A~ Nitroh o o £ Aot Ly T v N axz 4

CUTHO TUCT 1T T t/uJ_\_/J.lL/LL_)\_, e P S PR W i i W ) I OUTIT t/uU_L_Lb A t/J__L T

Ffodaral ot bt oot~ ] s T ] s T e 1 [T NP PP P

[ S NIPR W B\ NP Sy @ R O CITO T T2 T CITTUIT (@R uaw [SSJ5 i N & Ry e =y [ S N N N i W B W B ey T t/uJ_\_/J.lL/LL_)\_, T (& t/L/LJ_L.,
£ + 1 mait 1o+ o n 1l arn oA nirroh o T 14 fFLfan~t+ + 1 2N~
O T lll_LL__L\juL__Lull tJ_Lull WITCTTT T tJL«l_L\.zLJ.L;LQC \AAYAY = s w 5 O Lo T C T _Llllt-/u\.zl—
£ + 1 e R TR NPNE T SIS | n o ot Braosrid PR ben fFa4+ao + + 1

O T l_.LDLlthJU.L COOCITUIT tJ.L\JJC\.zL_, tJ.L\JV_L\J.C C\-iu(.«l..L O CTITTT T TTCO (s T

PR LV ] roona o + 1 EYSEEE N I S BN | n ot 2 na Iheagd ey A~ eaa A aA
WO TIT T O o UoU UL TTOo CITITTIT OCITCT I lll_Ll—_L\jul__Lull \JtJl__LullQ LJC_Lll\j CUTTo TUT 1Ty
B AP T I +1 maatr S~ o+ FEA A+ 317 PO I S RPN O R nt 1 The

(@R uaw t/J_UV_L\A.\_, T F 45 ANy w \SZA Sy w UV N Ei WPl W U Ay J.I.l_I_L_,_I_\j(_/LL_,_I_UJ.J. Ut/k_,_l_uj.].

mitigation plan shall be submitted to the water management

district governing boards or its designee+
approval. At least 14 days before approval
board, the water management district shall

draft mitigation plan to the Department of

for review and

by the governing

provide a copy of the

Environmental

Protection and any person who has requeste

to the governing board approval, the mitig

d a copy. Subsequent

ation plan shall be

submitted to the Department of Environment

al Protection for
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approval. The plan may not be implemented until it is submitted
to, and approvedy in part or in its entiretyy by, the Department

of Environmental Protection.

(A T~ o~ EeE NPT ANNE S SN S BN L N TN = 2o+ ENEE TR I RN SN ot
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(a) 4>+ Specific projects may be excluded from the

mitigation plan, in whole or in part, and are not subject to

this section upon the election of the Department of
Transportation, a transportation authority if applicable, or the

appropriate water management district. The Department of

Transportation or a participating transportation authority may

not exclude a transportation project from the mitigation plan if

mitigation is scheduled for implementation by the water

management district in the current fiscal year unless the

transportation project is removed from the Department of

Transportation’s work program or transportation authority

funding plan, the mitigation cannot be timely permitted to

offset the impacts of a Department of Transportation project

identified in the environmental impact inventory, or the

proposed mitigation does not meet state and federal

requirements. If a project is removed from the work program or

the mitigation plan, costs spent by the water management

district before removal are eligible for reimbursement by the

Department of Transportation or participating transportation
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(b) 4> When determining which projects to include in or

exclude from the mitigation plan,

Transportation shall inves

mitigation bank before tho

the Department of
tigate using credits from a permitted

se projects are submitted for

inclusion in a water management district mitigation #£he plan.

The Department of Transpor

tation shall exclude a project from

the mitigation plan if the

investigation undertaken pursuant to

this paragraph results in

the conclusion that the use of credits

from a permitted mitigation bank promotes efficiency, timeliness
in project delivery, The—investigation shall—econsider—the cost-
effectiveness, and efwmitigation bank eredits—drnetuding,—but
rot—timited+to,—factors——sueh as—+timesaved; transfer of
liability for success ef—themitigatiens and long-term
maintenance.

(5) The water management district shall ensure that

mitigation requirements pu

C.F.R. part 332 are met fo

environmental impact inven

district will implement mi

rsuant to 33 U.S.C. s. 1344 and 33
r the impacts identified in the
tory for which the water management

(2),

tigation described in subsection

by implementation of the approved mitigation plan described in

subsection (4)
Department of Transportati
established pursuant to ch

applicable. In developing

to the extent funding is provided by the

on, or a transportation authority

apter 348 or chapter 349, if

and implementing the mitigation plan,

the water management distr

ict shall comply with federal

permitting requirements pu

rsuant to 33 U.S.C. s. 1344 and 33

C.F.R. part 332.

During the federal permitting process,

the

water management district may deviate from the approved
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mitigation plan in order to comply with federal permitting

requirements upon notice and coordination with the Department of

Transportation or participating transportation authority.

(6) The water management district mitigation plans shall be

updated annually to reflect the most current Department of
Transportation work program and project list of a transportation
authority established pursuant to chapter 348 or chapter 349, if
applicable, and may be amended throughout the year to anticipate
schedule changes or additional projects that whieh may arise.

Before amending the mitigation plan to include new projects, the

Department of Transportation must consider mitigation banks and

other available mitigation options that meet state and federal

requirements. Each update and amendment of the mitigation plan

shall be submitted to the governing board of the water
management district or its designee for approval. However, such
approval does shadtd not apply be—apptiecabite to a deviation as
described in subsection (5).

(7) Upon approval by the governing board of the water
management district and the Department of Environmental

Protection er—its—designree, the mitigation plan shall be—deemed

£e satisfy the mitigation requirements under this part for
impacts specifically identified in the environmental impact
inventory described in subsection (2) and any other mitigation
requirements imposed by local, regional, and state agencies for
these same impacts. The approval of the governing board of the

water management district and the Department of Environmental

Protection authorizes er—Fts—designee—shall autherize the

activities proposed in the mitigation plan, and no other state,

regional, or local permit or approval is shaii—be necessary.
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(8) This section does shaltd not be—econstrued

20147012

+o eliminate

the need for the Department of Transportation or a
transportation authority established pursuant to chapter 348 or
chapter 349 to comply with the requirement to implement
practicable design modifications, including realignment of
transportation projects, to reduce or eliminate the impacts of
its transportation projects on wetlands and other surface waters
as required by rules adopted pursuant to this part, or to
diminish the authority under this part to regulate other
impacts, including water quantity or water quality impacts, or
impacts regulated under this part which £hat are not identified

in the environmental impact inventory described in subsection
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is amended

Section 10.

Section 373.618, Florida Statutes,

to read:
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726 373.618 Public service warnings, alerts, and

7277 announcements.—The Legislature believes it is in the public

728 interest that each a3+ water management district distriets

729 created pursuant to s. 373.069 own, acquire, develop, construct,
730 operate, and manage public information systems. Public

731 information systems may be located on property owned by the

732| water management district, upon terms and conditions approved by
733 the water management district, and must display messages to the
734| general public concerning water management services, activities,
735 events, and sponsors, as well as other public service

736| announcements, including watering restrictions, severe weather

737 reports, amber alerts, and other essential information needed by

738 th bl Toacal ooszoarmmant Az Arg E N Y- LN | 1o At g Al
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740

741 | dks—ewnproperty- A public information system is subject to
742 | exempt—frem the requirements of chapter 479. Water management

743 district funds may not be used to pay the cost to acquire,
744 develop, construct, operate, or manage a public information

745 system. Such system Arny—rReecessary—fuonds—for—apubliec information

746| system shall be paid for with funds ard collected from private

7477 sponsors, who may display commercial messages.

748 Section 11. This act shall take effect July 1, 2014.
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