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Florida Senate - 2014 CS for CS for SB 790

By the Committees on Appropriations; and Education; and Senator
Legg

576-03340A-14 2014790c2
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to education; amending s. 1011.62,
F.S.; providing the purpose for the Florida digital
classrooms allocation; requiring a school district to
adopt a district digital classrooms plan and submit
the plan to the Department of Education for approval;
providing requirements for the plan; requiring that
allocated funds be used for a specified purpose;
requiring a district school board to submit to the
department the district’s digital classrooms plan;
providing requirements for the district’s plan;
requiring the State Board of Education to adopt a
Florida digital classrooms plan that establishes
certain protocols, parameters, requirements, and
digital tools; authorizing the Department of Education
to consult with gqualified experts to develop the
Florida digital classrooms plan; providing
requirements for the plan; providing calculations for
funding; requiring the commissioner to support
statewide, coordinated partnerships and efforts of
education practitioners to identify and share best
practices, corrective actions, and other identified
needs; requiring each district school board to report
by a specified date to the department the district’s
use of funds and student performance outcomes;
authorizing the department to contract with an
independent third-party entity to conduct an annual
independent verification of the district’s use of

Florida digital classrooms allocation funds; requiring
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the Auditor General to verify the use of Florida
digital classrooms allocation funds if an independent
third-party verification is not conducted; requiring
the commissioner to provide by a specified date to the
Governor and the Legislature a summary of each
district’s use of funds, student performance outcomes,
and progress toward meeting statutory requirements and
timelines; authorizing the State Board of Education to
adopt rules; amending s. 1002.33, F.S.; conforming
provisions to changes made by the act; amending s.
1002.45, F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made
by the act; requiring school districts to annually
provide parents with notification regarding a
student’s right and choice to participate in a virtual
instruction program; repealing s. 1006.281, F.S.,
relating to local instructional improvement systems;
repealing s. 1006.282, F.S., relating to a pilot
program for the transition to electronic and digital
instructional materials; amending s. 1006.38, F.S.;
conforming provisions to changes made by the act;
creating s. 1007.2616, F.S.; requiring public schools
to provide students in grades K-12 opportunities for
learning computer science, including, but not limited
to, computer coding and computer programming;
authorizing grade-specific instruction in specified
areas; authorizing elementary schools and middle
schools to establish digital classrooms for specified
purposes; authorizing high schools to provide students

with opportunities to take certain computer science
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courses to satisfy requirements for high school
graduation; providing exceptions for certain course
requirements for high school graduation; authorizing
the State Board of Education to adopt rules; creating
s. 1004.448, F.S.; establishing the Florida Center for
Library Automation; providing the duties of the
center; providing that an executive director
administers the center; providing the duties of the
executive director; repealing s. 1006.72, F.S.,
relating to licensing electronic library resources;
repealing s. 1006.73, F.S., relating to the Florida
Virtual Campus; amending s. 1006.735, F.S.; creating
the Complete Florida Plus Program, rather than the
Complete Florida Degree Program, within the Innovation
Institute of the University of West Florida; providing
a purpose for the program; establishing the Complete
Florida Degree Initiative; requiring the initiative to
use labor market data and projections to identify
specific workforce needs and targeted occupations;
deleting implementing provisions relating to the
Complete Florida Degree Program; providing duties of
the Complete Florida Degree Initiative; requiring the
Complete Florida Plus Program to develop and manage a
statewide Internet-based catalog of distance learning
courses, degree programs, and resources offered by
public postsecondary education institutions; providing
requirements for the operational procedures for the
catalog; requiring the Complete Florida Plus Program

to make available to postsecondary students specified
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online supports and services; providing that records,
personnel, property, existing contracts, unexpended
balances of appropriations, allocations, grants, and
other funds of the Florida Virtual Campus are
transferred to the University of West Florida;
providing that the University of West Florida is the
successor in interest to the Florida Virtual Campus;
deleting an obsolete provision; amending ss. 1007.01,
1009.23, and 1009.24, F.S.; conforming cross-
references; amending s. 1011.71, F.S.; conforming
provisions to changes made by the act; providing an

effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (15) is added to section 1011.62,
Florida Statutes, to read:

1011.62 Funds for operation of schools.—If the annual
allocation from the Florida Education Finance Program to each
district for operation of schools is not determined in the
annual appropriations act or the substantive bill implementing
the annual appropriations act, it shall be determined as
follows:

(15) FLORIDA DIGITAL CLASSROOMS.—

(a) The Florida digital classrooms allocation is created to

support district and school efforts and strategies to improve

outcomes related to student performance by integrating

technology in classroom teaching and learning. The outcomes must

be measurable and may also be unique to the needs of individual
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schools and school districts within the general parameters

established by the Department of Education.

(b) Each district school board shall adopt a district

digital classrooms plan that meets the unique needs of students,

schools, and personnel and submit the plan for approval to the

department. In addition, each district school board must, at a

minimum, seek input from the district’s instructional,

curriculum, and information technology staff to develop the

district digital classrooms plan. The district’s plan must be

within the general parameters established in the Florida digital

classrooms plan pursuant to paragraph (c). In addition, if the

district participates in federal technology initiatives and

grant programs, the district digital classrooms plan must

include a plan for meeting requirements of such initiatives and

grant programs. Funds allocated under this subsection must be

used to support implementation of district digital classrooms

plans. By October 1, 2014, and by March 1 of each year

thereafter, on a date determined by the department, each

district school board shall submit to the department, in a

format prescribed by the department, a digital classrooms plan.

At a minimum, such plan must include, and be annually updated to

reflect, the following:

1. Measurable student performance outcomes. Outcomes

related to student performance, including outcomes for students

with disabilities, must be tied to the efforts and strategies to

improve outcomes related to student performance by integrating

technology in classroom teaching and learning. Results of the

outcomes shall be reported at least annually for the current

school year and subsequent 3 years and be accompanied by an

Page 5 of 29

CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




146
147
148
149
150
151
152
153
154
155
156
157
158
159
160
161
162
163
164
165
166
167
168
169
170
171
172
173
174

Florida Senate - 2014 CS for CS for SB 790

576-03340A-14 2014790c2

independent evaluation and validation of the reported results.

2. Digital learning and technology infrastructure purchases

and operational activities. Such purchases and activities must

be tied to the measurable outcomes under subparagraph 1.,

including, but not limited to, connectivity, broadband access,

wireless capacity, Internet speed, and data security, all of

which must meet or exceed minimum requirements and protocols

established by the department. For each year that the district

uses funds for infrastructure, a third-party, independent

evaluation of the district’s technology inventory and

infrastructure needs must accompany the district’s plan.

3. Professional development purchases and operational

activities. Such purchases and activities must be tied to the

measurable outcomes under subparagraph 1., including, but not

limited to, using technology in the classroom and improving

digital literacy and competency.

4. Digital tool purchases and operational activities. Such

purchases and activities must be tied to the measurable outcomes

under subparagraph 1., including, but not limited to,

competency-based credentials that measure and demonstrate

digital competency and certifications; third-party assessments

that demonstrate acquired knowledge and use of digital

applications; and devices that meet or exceed minimum

requirements and protocols established by the department.

5. Online assessment-related purchases and operational

activities. Such purchases and activities must be tied to the

measurable outcomes under subparagraph 1., including, but not

limited to, expanding the capacity to administer assessments and

compatibility with minimum assessment protocols and requirements
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established by the department.

(c) The State Board of Education shall adopt a Florida

digital classrooms plan that, at a minimum, establishes minimum

protocols, parameters, and requirements for district-level

infrastructure, school-level infrastructure, and digital tools

that accommodate statutory requirements and timelines for

instruction, learning, assessments, and accountability. The

Department of Education may consult with qualified experts to

develop the Florida digital classrooms plan. The Florida digital

classrooms plan shall be prepared for the current school year

and the subsequent 5 years. The plan shall be reviewed and

updated annually and must specify the criteria for the annual

review and approval of the districts’ digital classrooms plans.

(d) The Legislature shall annually provide in the General

Appropriations Act a Florida Education Finance Program (FEFP)

allocation for implementation of the digital classrooms plan to

be calculated in an amount up to 1 percent of the base student

allocation multiplied by the total K-12 full-time equivalent

student enrollment included in the FEFP calculations for the

legislative appropriation or as provided in the General

Appropriations Act. Each school district shall be provided a

minimum of $250,000, with the remaining balance of the

allocation to be distributed based on each district’s proportion

of the total K-12 full-time equivalent student enrollment.

Distribution of funds for the Florida digital classrooms

allocation shall begin following submittal of each district’s

digital classrooms plan, which must include formal verification

of the superintendent’s approval of the digital classrooms plan

of each charter school in the district, and approval of the plan
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by the department. Prior to the distribution of the Florida

digital classrooms allocation funds, each district school

superintendent shall certify to the Commissioner of Education

that the district school board has approved a comprehensive

district digital classrooms plan that supports the fidelity of

implementation of the Florida digital classrooms allocation.

District allocations shall be recalculated during the fiscal

year consistent with the periodic recalculation of the FEFP.

School districts shall provide a proportionate share of the

digital classrooms allocation to each charter school in the

district, as required for categorical programs in s.

1002.33(17) (b). A school district may use a competitive process

to distribute funds for the Florida digital classrooms

allocation to the schools within the school district.

(e) To facilitate the implementation of the district

digital classrooms plans and charter school digital classrooms

plans, the commissioner shall support statewide, coordinated

partnerships and efforts of this state’s education practitioners

in the field, including, but not limited to, superintendents,

principals, and teachers, to identify and share best practices,

corrective actions, and other identified needs.

(f) Beginning in the 2015-2016 fiscal year and each year

thereafter, each district school board shall report to the

department its use of funds provided through the Florida digital

classrooms allocation and student performance outcomes in

accordance with the district’s digital classrooms plan. The

department may contract with an independent third-party entity

to conduct an annual independent verification of the district’s

use of Florida digital classrooms allocation funds in accordance
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with the district’s digital classrooms plan. In the event an

independent third-party verification is not conducted, the

Auditor General shall, during scheduled operational audits of

the school districts, verify compliance of the use of Florida

digital classrooms allocation funds in accordance with the

district’s digital classrooms plan. No later than October 1 of

each year, beginning in the 2015-2016 fiscal year, the

commissioner shall provide to the Governor, the President of the

Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives a

summary of each district’s use of funds, student performance

outcomes, and progress toward meeting statutory requirements and

timelines.
(g) The State Board of Education may adopt rules pursuant
to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to administer this subsection.

Section 2. Paragraph (b) of subsection (17) and paragraph
(a) of subsection (20) of section 1002.33, Florida Statutes, are
amended to read:

1002.33 Charter schools.—

(17) FUNDING.—Students enrolled in a charter school,
regardless of the sponsorship, shall be funded as if they are in
a basic program or a special program, the same as students
enrolled in other public schools in the school district. Funding
for a charter lab school shall be as provided in s. 1002.32.

(b) The basis for the agreement for funding students
enrolled in a charter school shall be the sum of the school
district’s operating funds from the Florida Education Finance
Program as provided in s. 1011.62 and the General Appropriations
Act, including gross state and local funds, discretionary

lottery funds, and funds from the school district’s current
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operating discretionary millage levy; divided by total funded
weighted full-time equivalent students in the school district;
multiplied by the weighted full-time equivalent students for the
charter school. Charter schools whose students or programs meet
the eligibility criteria in law are shaii—Pbe entitled to their
proportionate share of categorical program funds included in the
total funds available in the Florida Education Finance Program

by the Legislature, including transportation and the Florida

digital classrooms allocation. Total funding for each charter

school shall be recalculated during the year to reflect the
revised calculations under the Florida Education Finance Program
by the state and the actual weighted full-time equivalent
students reported by the charter school during the full-time
equivalent student survey periods designated by the Commissioner
of Education.

(20) SERVICES.—

(a)1l. A sponsor shall provide certain administrative and
educational services to charter schools. These services shall
include contract management services; full-time equivalent and
data reporting services; exceptional student education
administration services; services related to eligibility and
reporting duties required to ensure that school lunch services
under the federal lunch program, consistent with the needs of
the charter school, are provided by the school district at the
request of the charter school, that any funds due to the charter
school under the federal lunch program be paid to the charter
school as soon as the charter school begins serving food under
the federal lunch program, and that the charter school is paid

at the same time and in the same manner under the federal lunch
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program as other public schools serviced by the sponsor or the
school district; test administration services, including payment
of the costs of state-required or district-required student
assessments; processing of teacher certificate data services;
and information services, including equal access to student
information systems that are used by public schools in the
district in which the charter school is located. Student
performance data for each student in a charter school,
including, but not limited to, FCAT scores, standardized test
scores, previous public school student report cards, and student
performance measures, shall be provided by the sponsor to a
charter school in the same manner provided to other public
schools in the district.

2. A total administrative fee for the provision of such
services shall be calculated based upon up to 5 percent of the
available funds defined in paragraph (17) (b) for all students,
except that when 75 percent or more of the students enrolled in
the charter school are exceptional students as defined in s.
1003.01(3), the 5 percent of those available funds shall be
calculated based on unweighted full-time equivalent students.
However, a sponsor may only withhold up to a 5-percent
administrative fee for enrollment for up to and including 250
students. For charter schools with a population of 251 or more
students, the difference between the total administrative fee
calculation and the amount of the administrative fee withheld
may only be used for capital outlay purposes specified in s.
1013.62(2) .

3. For high-performing charter schools, as defined in ch.

2011-232, a sponsor may withhold a total administrative fee of
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320 up to 2 percent for enrollment up to and including 250 students
321| per school.
322 4. In addition, a sponsor may withhold only up to a 5-
323| percent administrative fee for enrollment for up to and
324| including 500 students within a system of charter schools which
325 meets all of the following:
326 a. Includes both conversion charter schools and
327 nonconversion charter schools;
328 b. Has all schools located in the same county;
329 c. Has a total enrollment exceeding the total enrollment of
330 at least one school district in the state;
331 d. Has the same governing board; and
332 e. Does not contract with a for-profit service provider for
333| management of school operations.
334 5. The difference between the total administrative fee
335 calculation and the amount of the administrative fee withheld
336| pursuant to subparagraph 4. may be used for instructional and
337 administrative purposes as well as for capital outlay purposes
338 specified in s. 1013.62(2).
339 6. For a high-performing charter school system that also
340| meets the requirements in subparagraph 4., a sponsor may
341| withhold a Z2-percent administrative fee for enrollments up to
342 and including 500 students per system.
343 7. Sponsors shall not charge charter schools any additional
344 fees or surcharges for administrative and educational services
345 in addition to the maximum 5-percent administrative fee withheld
346| pursuant to this paragraph.

347 8. The sponsor of a virtual charter school may withhold a

348 fee of up to 5 percent. The funds shall be used to cover the
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cost of services provided under subparagraph 1. and

implementation of fe¥ the school district’s digital classrooms

plan pursuant to s. 1011.62 Jleecalinstruectional improvement
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Section 3. Paragraph (e) of subsection (1) and subsection
(10) of section 1002.45, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1002.45 Virtual instruction programs.-—

(1) PROGRAM.-—

(e) Each school district shall:

1. Provide to the department by October 1, 2011, and by
each October 1 thereafter, a copy of each contract and the
amounts paid per unweighted full-time equivalent student for
services procured pursuant to subparagraphs (c)l. and 2.

2. Expend the difference in funds provided for a student
participating in the school district virtual instruction program
pursuant to subsection (7) and the price paid for contracted
services procured pursuant to subparagraphs (c)l. and 2. for

implementation of the school district’s digital classrooms plan

=1 EENP N S 1
(= T | SPI S U B NP WS S W B i @ R By

[0)]

o]
oCTo—T

[0}
He

pursuant to s. 1011.62 £he—dist
improvement—system pursgant—+teo 51006281 eorother

+ 1

=
CTIIch

3
—C

iy

[ R
T OTT 1T (&

Tt
Tt

a
A=

Tt

P Yoyl SN~ ] ot A
EEA R S S v e m w7 oo C C T oo TTTTTT jyaws

D

1 o
\TAw gy

)
@D
He

o 1 oera
CCTIroTrOog=T

17

B

1
T

ar
i

ma o
jilie nw =2

B

r I
S Ep Sy @ §

He
@D

+ 1 o
CTOTTT

0]
(0]

3. At the end of each fiscal year, but no later than
September 1, report to the department an itemized list of the
technological tools purchased with these funds.

(10) MARKETING.—At the beginning of each school year, each
school district shall provide notification imfermatien to
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student’s right

and choice to participate in a wvirtual instruction program under

this section

and in courses offered by the Florida Virtual

School under s. 1002.37.
Section 4. Section 1006.281, Florida Statutes, is repealed.
Section 5. Section 1006.282, Florida Statutes, is repealed.

Section 6. (b)
38, Florida Statutes,

1006.38 Duties,

Paragraph
1006.

of subsection

responsibilities,

(3) of section

is amended:

and requirements of

instructional materials publishers and manufacturers.—This

section applies to both the state and district approval

processes.

materials,

(3) Submit, at a time designated in s.
following information:
(b)

or their representatives,

Publishers and manufacturers of instructional

shall:

1006.33, the

Evidence that the publisher or manufacturer has

provided materials that address the performance standards

provided for in s. 1001.03(1)

and that can be accessed through

the school district’s digital classrooms plan deeat

inastruetional—improvement—system and a variety of electronic,

and mobile devices.
Section 1007.2610,

digital,
Section 7.

to read:

Florida Statutes,

is created

1007.2616 Computer science and technology instruction.—

(1) Public schools shall provide students in grades K-12
opportunities for learning computer science, including, but not
limited to, computer coding and computer programming. Such

opportunities may include coding instruction in elementary

school and middle school,

instruction to develop students’
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computer usage and digital literacy skills in middle school, and

courses in computer science, computer coding, and computer

programming in high school, including earning related industry

certifications.

(2) Elementary schools and middle schools may establish

digital classrooms in which students are provided opportunities

to improve digital literacy and competency; to learn digital

skills, such as coding, multiple media presentation, and the

manipulation of multiple digital graphic images; and to earn

digital tools, such as certificates and certifications pursuant

to s. 1003.4203 and grade-appropriate, technology-related

industry certifications.

(3) High schools may provide students with opportunities to

take computer science courses to satisfy high school graduation

requirements, including, but not limited to, the following:

(a) High school computer science courses of sufficient

rigor, as identified by the commissioner, such that one credit

in computer science and the earning of related industry

certifications constitute the equivalent of up to one credit of

mathematics requirement, with the exception of Algebra I or

higher level mathematics, or up to one credit of science

requirement, with the exception of Biology I or higher level

science, for high school graduation. Computer science courses

and technology-related industry certifications that are

identified as eligible for meeting mathematics or science

requirements for high school graduation shall be included in the

Course Code Directory.

(b) High school computer technology courses in 3D rapid

prototype printing of sufficient rigor, as identified by the
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commissioner, such that one or more credits in such courses and

related industry certifications earned may satisfy up to two

credits of mathematics required for high school graduation.

Computer technology courses in 3D rapid prototype printing and

related industry certifications that are identified as eligible

for meeting mathematics requirements for high school graduation

shall be included in the Course Code Directory.

(c) Courses in computer science, such that one credit, at

the discretion of the local district school board, may satisfy

one credit in physical education which is required for high

school graduation.

(4) The State Board of Education may adopt rules pursuant
to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to administer this section.

Section 8. Section 1004.448, Florida Statutes, 1s created
to read:

1004.448 Florida Center for Library Automation.—

(1) The Florida Center for Library Automation is

established to provide a single library automation system and

associated resources and services that all public postsecondary

institutions shall use to support their learning, teaching, and

research needs.

(2) The Florida Center for Library Automation shall:

(a) Develop and manage a library information portal and

automated library management tools for use by the Florida

College System institutions and state universities. The library

information portal and automated library management tools must

include, but are not limited to, the following services and

functions:

1. A shared Internet-based catalog and a discovery tool
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that allow a user to search and, if authorized, access the

aggregate library holdings of the state’s public postsecondary

education institutions. The catalog and discovery tool must

allow the user to search the library holdings of one

institution, selected institutions, or all institutions and, to

the extent feasible, include an interlibrary loan function that

ensures that the authorized user can access the required library

holding.

2. An Internet-based searchable collection of electronic

resources which includes, but is not limited to, full-text

journals, articles, databases, and electronic books that the

center licenses pursuant to paragraph (b).

3. An integrated library management system and its

associated services that all public postsecondary education

institution academic libraries must use for purposes of

acquiring, cataloging, circulating, and tracking library

material.

4. A statewide searchable database that includes an

inventory of digital archives and collections held by public

postsecondary education institutions.

(b) Coordinate the negotiation of statewide licensing of

electronic library resources and preferred pricing agreements,

issue purchase orders, and enter into contracts for the

acquisition of library support services, electronic resources,

and other goods and services necessary to carry out its duties

under this section.

(c) Promote and provide recommendations concerning the use

and distribution of open-access textbooks and education

resources as a method for reducing costs and work with public

Page 17 of 29

CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




494
495
496
497
498
499
500
501
502
503
504
505
506
507
508
509
510
511
512
513
514
515
516
517
518
519
520
521
522

Florida Senate - 2014 CS for CS for SB 790

576-03340A-14 2014790c2

postsecondary education institutions in developing a

standardized process for the review and approval of open-access

textbooks.
(3) The Florida Center for Library Automation shall be

administered by an executive director who is accountable to the

executive director of the University of West Florida’s

Innovation Institute. The executive director of the Florida

Center for Library Automation shall:

(a) Independently exercise all powers, duties, and

functions of the center as prescribed by law.

(b) Administer the operational requirements of the center.

(c) Hire professional and administrative staff necessary to

carry out the duties of the center.

(d) Keep administrative staff to the minimum necessary to

administer the duties of the center.

Section 9. Section 1006.72, Florida Statutes, is repealed.

Section 10. Section 1006.73, Florida Statutes, is repealed.

Section 11. Section 1006.735, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

1006.735 Complete Florida Plus Beg¥ree Program.—The Complete

Florida Plus Program is created within the Innovation Institute

at the University of West Florida.

(1) PURPOSE.—The purpose of the Complete Florida Plus

Program is to:

(a) Facilitate degree completion for the state’s adult

learners through the Complete Florida Degree Initiative.

(b) Provide information and access to distance learning

courses and degree programs offered by the state’s public

postsecondary education institutions.
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523 (c) Coordinate with the Florida College System and the

524 State University System to identify and provide online academic

525 support services and resources when the multi-institutional

526| provision of such services and resources is more cost-effective

527| or operationally effective.
528 (2) 4+ COMPLETE FLORIDA DEGREE INITIATIVE.—The Complete
529 Florida Degree Initiative Preogram 1s established for the purpose

530 of recruiting, recovering, and retaining the state’s adult

531 learners and assisting them in completing an associate degree or
532| a baccalaureate degree that is aligned to high-wage, high-skill
533 workforce needs. As used in this section, the term “adult

534 learner” means a student who has successfully completed college-
535 level coursework in multiple semesters but has left an

536| institution in good standing before completing his or her

537 degree. The program shall give priority to adult learners who
538 are veterans or active duty members of the United States Armed
539 Forces.

540 (a) 42> The Complete Florida Degree Initiative Pregram shall

541 be implemented kby—theUniversityofWestFleorida;—aecting—as—the

542 tead—dnstitutiens in coordination with Florida College System
543 institutions, state universities, and private postsecondary
544 institutions, as appropriate. The initiative includes preogram
545| shalt—dneluwde the associate, applied baccalaureate, and

546| Dbaccalaureate degree programs that these institutions have
547 selected. Other partnering public postsecondary education
548 institutions shall provide areas of specialization or

549 concentration.

550 (b)43>+ In determining Fer—purpeoses—eof—selecting the degree
551| programs that will be given priority, +m» the Complete Florida
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adutt—Jtearner-

(d) The Complete Florida Degree Initiative shall:

1. Use existing and, if necessary, develop new competency-
based instructional and evaluation tools to assess prior
performance, experience, and education for the award of college
credit in order to reduce the time required for adult learners
to complete their degrees. The tools may include the use of the
American Council on Education’s collaborative link between the
United States Department of Defense and higher education through
the review of military training and experiences for the award of
equivalent college credit for members of the United States Armed
Forces.

2.4e) Develop and implement an evaluation process that
collects, analyzes, and provides to the chancellors of the
Florida College System and the State University System, the
participating postsecondary education institutions, the chairs
of the legislative appropriations committees, and the Executive
Office of the Governor information on the effectiveness of the
program and the attainment of its goals. Such a process shall
include a management information system that collects the
appropriate student, programmatic, and fiscal data necessary to
complete the evaluation of the program. Institutions involved in
the program shall also collect job placement and employment data
on the adult learners who have completed their degrees as a
result of the program.

3.4% Develop and implement a statewide student recruitment
campaign targeted toward adult learners, particularly veterans

and active duty members of the United States Armed Forces, for
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enrollment in the degree programs offered through the program.

(e)+6)» For purposes of the Complete Florida Degree
Initiative Pxregram, each institution’s current tuition and fee
structure shall be used. However, all participating institutions
shall collaboratively identify the applicable cost components
involved in the development and delivery of distance learning
courses, collect information on these cost components, and
submit the information to the chancellors of the Florida College
System and the State University System. The chancellors shall
submit a report to the chairs of the legislative appropriations
committees no later than December 31, 2014, on the need for a
differentiated tuition and fee structure for the development and
delivery of distance learning courses.

(3) STATEWIDE INTERNET-BASED CATALOG OF DISTANCE LEARNING
COURSES.—The Complete Florida Plus Program shall develop and

manage a statewide Internet-based catalog of distance learning

courses, degree programs, and resources offered by public

postsecondary education institutions to assist with the

coordination and collaboration of articulation and access to

postsecondary education pursuant to parts II and III of chapter

1007. The program shall establish operational procedures for the

catalog which must:

(a) Require participating institutions to provide specific

information concerning the distance learning courses and degree

programs including, but not limited to, prerequisite courses or

technology competencies or skills; the availability of academic

support services and financial aid resources; and course costs,

fees, and payment policies.

(b) Require that distance learning courses and degree

Page 22 of 29

CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




639
640
641
642
643
644
645
646
647
648
649
650
651
652
653
654
655
656
657
658
659
660
661
662
663
664
665
666
667

Florida Senate - 2014 CS for CS for SB 790

576-03340A-14 2014790c2

programs meet applicable accreditation standards and criteria

established in law.

(c) Require that the catalog be reviewed at least annually

and updated as needed to ensure that distance learning courses

and degree programs comply with operational procedures.

(d) Define and describe the catalog’s search and retrieval

options that, at a minimum, allow users to search courses and

programs by academic term or start date; institution or

institutions; delivery method, level, availability, subject or

discipline, and course number or program classification number.

(e) Use an Internet-based analytic tool that allows for the

collection and analysis of information, including, but not

limited to:

1. The number of students who use the catalog to search for

distance learning courses and degree programs;

2. The number and type of requests for information on

distance learning courses and degree programs that are not

listed in the catalog; and

3. A summary of specific requests by course type or course

number, delivery method, offering institution, and semester.

(4) STATEWIDE ONLINE STUDENT ADVISING SERVICES AND

SUPPORT.—The Complete Florida Plus Program shall make available

to all postsecondary students on a statewide basis online

supports and services that:

(a) Provide a streamlined, automated, online admissions

application process for undergraduate transient students who are

currently enrolled and pursuing a degree at a public

postsecondary education institution and who enroll in a course

offered by a public postsecondary education institution that is
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668 not the student’s degree-granting institution. The University of

669| West Florida shall work with the Florida College System

670 institutions and state universities to:

671 1. Use the transient student admissions application

672 available through the statewide computer-assisted student

673 advising system established pursuant to paragraph (b). This

674 admissions application is the only application required for the

675 enrollment of a transient student as described in this

676| paragraph.

677 2. Implement the financial aid procedures required by the

678 transient student admissions application process.

679 3. Transfer credit awarded by the institution offering the

680 course to the transient student’s degree-granting institution.

681 4. Provide for an interface between the institutional

682 advising system and the statewide computer-assisted student

683 advising system established pursuant to paragraph (b) in order

684 to electronically send, receive, and process the transient

685 student admissions application.

686 (b) Develop and manage a statewide computer-assisted

687 student advising system that supports the process of advising,

688 registering, and certifying students for graduation and includes

689 a degree audit and an articulation component. The Florida

690 College System institutions and state universities shall

691 interface institutional advising systems with the statewide

692 computer-assisted student advising system. At a minimum, the

693 statewide computer-assisted student advising system must:

694 1. Allow a student to access the system at any time, search

695| public postsecondary education institutions, and identify course

696 options that will meet the requirements of a selected path
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toward a degree.

2. Audit transcripts of students enrolled in a public

postsecondary education institution to assess current academic

standing, the requirements for a student to transfer to another

institution, and all requirements necessary for graduation.

3. Serve as the official statewide repository for the

common prerequisite manual, admissions information for

transferring programs, foreign language requirements, residency

requirements, and statewide articulation agreements.

4. Provide information relating to career descriptions and

corresponding educational requirements, admissions requirements,

and available sources of student financial assistance.

5. Provide the admissions application for transient

students pursuant to paragraph (a) which must include the

electronic transfer and receipt of information and records for:

a. Admissions and readmissions;

b. Financial aid; and

c. Transfer of credit awarded by the institution offering

the course to the transient student’s degree-granting

institution.

(c) Identify and evaluate new technologies and

instructional methods that can be used to improve distance

learning instruction and professional development for faculty,

student learning outcomes, student access, the delivery of

student support services, the alignment of degrees to career

needs, and the overall quality of postsecondary distance

learning courses and degree programs.

(d) Provide appropriate help desk support and training and

consultation services to institutions and students using the
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services and resources of the Complete Florida Plus Program.

(e) Coordinate the negotiation of statewide licensing

resources and preferred pricing agreements, issue purchase

orders, and execute contracts for the acquisition of distance

learning resources, student support services, electronic

resources, and other goods and services necessary to perform

duties under this section.

(f) Develop and implement a plan, in consultation with the

public postsecondary education institutions, that describes the

services and resources available through the Complete Florida

Plus Program to encourage current and prospective students’ use

of such services and resources.

(5) All records,

personnel, property, existing contracts,

and unexpended balances of appropriations, allocations, grants,

and other funds of the Florida Virtual Campus shall be

transferred to the University of West Florida. The University of

West Florida shall be the successor in interest to the Florida

Virtual Campus and shall be responsible for the provision of all

services as authorized by this section.
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Section 12. of subsection (3) of section
1007.01,

1007.01 Articulation;

Paragraph (h)
Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

legislative intent; purpose; role of
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the State Board of Education and the Board of Governors;
Articulation Coordinating Committee.—

(3) The Commissioner of Education, in consultation with the
Chancellor of the State University System, shall establish the
Articulation Coordinating Committee, which shall make
recommendations related to statewide articulation policies and
issues regarding access, quality, and reporting of data
maintained by the K-20 data warehouse, established pursuant to
ss. 1001.10 and 1008.31, to the Higher Education Coordination
Council, the State Board of Education, and the Board of
Governors. The committee shall consist of two members each
representing the State University System, the Florida College
System, public career and technical education, K-12 education,
and nonpublic postsecondary education and one member
representing students. The chair shall be elected from the
membership. The Office of K-20 Articulation shall provide
administrative support for the committee. The committee shall:

(h) Recommend roles and responsibilities of public
education entities in interfacing with the single, statewide
computer-assisted student advising system established pursuant
to s. 1006.735 s—3B06-73.

Section 13. Paragraph (a) of subsection (16) and subsection
(17) of section 1009.23, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1009.23 Florida College System institution student fees.—

(16) (a) Each Florida College System institution may assess
a student who enrolls in a course listed in the distance

learning catalog, established pursuant to s. 1006.735 s+

1606++3, a per-credit-hour distance learning course user fee.

For purposes of assessing this fee, a distance learning course
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784 is a course in which at least 80 percent of the direct
785 instruction of the course is delivered using some form of
786| technology when the student and instructor are separated by time
7877 or space, or both.
788 (17) Each Florida College System institution that accepts

789 transient students, pursuant to s. 1006.735 s+—30686-73, may

790 establish a transient student fee not to exceed $5 per course
791 for processing the transient student admissions application.

792 Section 14. Paragraph (t) of subsection (14) and paragraph
793 (a) of subsection (17) of section 1009.24, Florida Statutes, are
794 amended to read:

795 1009.24 State university student fees.—

796 (14) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (15), each
797| university board of trustees is authorized to establish the

798 following fees:

799 (t) A transient student fee that may not exceed $5 per

800 course for accepting a transient student and processing the

801 transient student admissions application pursuant to s. 1006.735
802| s+—30067F3.

803

804 With the exception of housing rental rates and except as

805 otherwise provided, fees assessed pursuant to paragraphs (h)-(s)
806 shall be based on reasonable costs of services. The Board of
807 Governors shall adopt regulations and timetables necessary to
808 implement the fees and fines authorized under this subsection.
809 The fees assessed under this subsection may be used for debt
810 only as authorized under s. 1010.62.

811 (17) (a) A state university may assess a student who enrolls

812 in a course listed in the distance learning catalog, established
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813| pursuant to s. 1006.735 s+—36686-73, a per-credit-hour distance

814 learning course fee. For purposes of assessing this fee, a
815| distance learning course is a course in which at least 80

816| percent of the direct instruction of the course is delivered
817 using some form of technology when the student and instructor

818 are separated by time or space, or both.

819 Section 15. Paragraph (d) of subsection (2) of section

820 1011.71, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

821 1011.71 District school tax.—

822 (2) In addition to the maximum millage levy as provided in

823 subsection (1), each school board may levy not more than 1.5

824| mills against the taxable value for school purposes for district
825 schools, including charter schools at the discretion of the

826 school board, to fund:

827 (d) The purchase, lease-purchase, or lease of new and

828 replacement equipment; computer hardware, including electronic
829| hardware and other hardware devices necessary for gaining access
830 to or enhancing the use of electronic content and resources or

831 to facilitate the access to and the use of a school district’s

832 digital classrooms plan pursuant to s. 1011.62 eleetronie

833| Jdeoeraing maragement—sSystempursuant—te—s-—3+066-281, excluding

834 software other than the operating system necessary to operate

835 the hardware or device; and enterprise resource software

836 applications that are classified as capital assets in accordance
837 with definitions of the Governmental Accounting Standards Board,
838 have a useful life of at least 5 years, and are used to support
839| districtwide administration or state-mandated reporting

840 requirements.

841 Section 16. This act shall take effect July 1, 2014.
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