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Florida Senate - 2015 CS for SB 1500

By the Committee on Children, Families, and Elder Affairs; and
Senator Latvala

586-02545A-15 20151500c1
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to housing for the homeless; amending
s. 420.5087, F.S.; requiring that the reservation of
funds within each notice of fund availability to
persons who are homeless and persons with special
needs be at least 10 percent of the funds available at
the time of the notice; amending s. 420.622, F.S.;
requiring that the State Office on Homelessness
coordinate among certain agencies and providers to
produce a statewide consolidated inventory for the
state’s entire system of homeless programs which
incorporates regionally developed plans; directing the
State Office on Homelessness to create a task force to
make recommendations regarding the implementation of a
statewide Homeless Management Information System
(HMIS) subject to certain requirements; requiring the
task force to include in its recommendations the
development of a statewide, centralized coordinated
assessment system; requiring the task force to submit
a report to the Council on Homelessness by a specified
date; deleting the requirement that the Council on
Homelessness explore the potential of creating a
statewide Management Information System and encourage
future participation of certain award or grant
recipients; requiring the State Office on Homelessness
to accept and administer moneys appropriated to it to
provide annual Challenge Grants to certain lead
agencies of homeless assistance continuums of care;

removing the requirement that levels of grant awards
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be based upon the total population within the
continuum of care catchment area and reflect the
differing degrees of homelessness in the respective
areas; allowing expenditures of leveraged funds or
resources only for eligible activities subject to
certain requirements; providing that preference for a
grant award must be given to those lead agencies that
have demonstrated the ability to leverage specified
federal homeless-assistance funding with local
government funding, as well as private funding, for
the provision of services to homeless persons;
revising preference conditions relating to grant
applicants; requiring the State Office on
Homelessness, in conjunction with the Council on
Homelessness, to establish specific objectives by
which it may evaluate the outcomes of certain lead
agencies; requiring that any funding through the State
Office on Homelessness be distributed to lead agencies
based on their performance and achievement of
specified objectives; revising the factors that may be
included as criteria for evaluating the performance of
lead agencies; amending s. 420.624, F.S.; revising
requirements for the local homeless assistance
continuum of care plan; providing that the components
of a continuum of care plan should include Rapid
ReHousing; requiring that specified components of a
continuum of care plan be coordinated and integrated
with other specified services and programs; creating

s. 420.6265, F.S.; providing legislative findings and
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intent relating to Rapid ReHousing; providing a Rapid
ReHousing methodology; amending s. 420.9071, F.S.;
redefining the term “rent subsidies”; conforming a
provision to changes made by the act; amending s.
420.9072, F.S.; prohibiting a county or an eligible
municipality from expending its portion of the local
housing distribution to provide ongoing rent
subsidies; specifying exceptions; amending s.
420.9073, F.S.; requiring the Florida Housing Finance
Corporation to first distribute a certain percentage
of the total amount to be distributed each fiscal year
from the Local Government Housing Trust Fund to the
Department of Children and Families and to the
Department of Economic Opportunity, respectively,
subject to certain requirements; amending s. 420.9075,
F.S.; providing that a certain partnership process of
the State Housing Initiatives Partnership Program
should involve lead agencies of local homeless
assistance continuums of care; encouraging counties
and eligible municipalities to develop a strategy
within their local housing assistance plans which
provides program funds for reducing homelessness;
revising the criteria that apply to awards made to
sponsors or persons for the purpose of providing
housing; requiring that a specified report submitted
by counties and municipalities include a description
of efforts to reduce homelessness; creating s.
420.9089, F.S.; providing legislative findings and

intent; providing an effective date.
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Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (3) of section 420.5087, Florida

Statutes, 1s amended to read:

420.5087 State Apartment Incentive Loan Program.—There is
hereby created the State Apartment Incentive Loan Program for
or other subordinated

the purpose of providing first, second,

mortgage loans or loan guarantees to sponsors, including for-

profit, nonprofit, and public entities, to provide housing
affordable to very-low-income persons.

(3) During the first 6 months of loan or loan guarantee
availability, program funds shall be reserved for use by
sponsors who provide the housing set-aside required in
subsection (2) for the tenant groups designated in this
subsection. The reservation of funds to each of these groups
shall be determined using the most recent statewide very-low-
income rental housing market study available at the time of
publication of each notice of fund availability required by
(6) (b) .
fund availability to the tenant groups specified in this

subsection must be at least imnparagraphs—{or—{b)r—and—{er—may

+= ] oo
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paragraph The reservation of funds within each notice of

than 10 percent of the funds available at that time.

n
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Any increase in funding required to reach the 10-percent minimum

must be taken from the tenant group that has the largest
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the—tenant—group i paragraoph ) —may nrot—bemore—+than 10
pereent—ofthe fundsavaitabte at—+that—+times The tenant groups
are

(a) Commercial fishing workers and farmworkers;

(b) Families;

(c) Persons who are homeless;

(d) Persons with special needs; and

(e) Elderly persons. Ten percent of the amount reserved for

the elderly shall be reserved to provide loans to sponsors of
housing for the elderly for the purpose of making building
preservation, health, or sanitation repairs or improvements
which are required by federal, state, or local regulation or
code, or lifesafety or security-related repairs or improvements
to such housing. Such a loan may not exceed $750,000 per housing
community for the elderly. In order to receive the loan, the
sponsor of the housing community must make a commitment to match
at least 5 percent of the loan amount to pay the cost of such
repair or improvement. The corporation shall establish the rate
of interest on the loan, which may not exceed 3 percent, and the
term of the loan, which may not exceed 15 years; however, if the
lien of the corporation’s encumbrance is subordinate to the lien
of another mortgagee, then the term may be made coterminous with
the longest term of the superior lien. The term of the loan
shall be based on a credit analysis of the applicant. The
corporation may forgive indebtedness for a share of the loan
attributable to the units in a project reserved for extremely-
low-income elderly by nonprofit organizations, as defined in s.
420.0004 (5), where the project has provided affordable housing

to the elderly for 15 years or more. The corporation shall
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establish, by rule, the procedure and criteria for receiving,
evaluating, and competitively ranking all applications for loans
under this paragraph. A loan application must include evidence

of the first mortgagee’s having reviewed and approved the
sponsor’s intent to apply for a loan. A nonprofit organization

or sponsor may not use the proceeds of the loan to pay for
administrative costs, routine maintenance, or new construction.

Section 2. Paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (3) and
subsections (4), (5), and (6) of section 420.622, Florida
Statutes, are amended to read:

420.622 State Office on Homelessness; Council on
Homelessness.—

(3) The State Office on Homelessness, pursuant to the
policies set by the council and subject to the availability of
funding, shall:

(a) Coordinate among state, local, and private agencies and

providers to produce a statewide consolidated inventory pregram

ard—finaneial—ptan for the state’s entire system of homeless
programs which incorporates regionally developed plans. Such
programs include, but are not limited to:

1. Programs authorized under the Stewart B. McKinney
Homeless Assistance Act of 1987, 42 U.S.C. ss. 11371 et seq.,
and carried out under funds awarded to this state; and

2. Programs, components thereof, or activities that assist
persons who are homeless or at risk for homelessness.

(b) Collect, maintain, and make available information
concerning persons who are homeless or at risk for homelessness,

including demographics information, current services and

resources available, the cost and availability of services and
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175 programs, and the met and unmet needs of this population. All
176| entities that receive state funding must provide access to all
177| data they maintain in summary form, with no individual
178 identifying information, to assist the council in providing this

179 information. The State Office on Homelessness shall establish a

180 task force to make recommendations regarding the implementation

181 of a statewide Homeless Management Information System (HMIS).

182 The task force shall define the conceptual framework of such a

183 system; study existing statewide HMIS models; establish an

184| inventory of local HMIS systems, including providers and license

185| capacity; examine the aggregated reporting being provided by

186 local continuums of care; complete an analysis of current

187 continuum of care resources; and provide recommendations on the

188 costs and benefits of implementing a statewide HMIS. The task

189 force shall also make recommendations regarding the development

190 of a statewide, centralized coordinated assessment system in

191 conjunction with the implementation of a statewide HMIS. The

192 task force findings must be reported to the Council on

193 Homelessness no later than December 31, 2015. Fhe—ecouneil—shatlt

194 P | r + At nt a1 1 £ ~ o i I ~ at+ N+ 7 Al Maoanaacramaoan +
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199 (4) The State Office on Homelessness, with the concurrence

200 of the Council on Homelessness, shall may accept and administer
201| moneys appropriated to it to provide annual “Challenge Grants”
202 to lead agencies of homeless assistance continuums of care

203 designated by the State Office on Homelessness pursuant to s.
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420.624. The department shall establish varying levels of grant
awards up to $500,000 per lead agency. Award—tevels shalltbe
baoced 120 + ot al el b2~ o contEd i, £ oo
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in consultation

in—theecotehmentpltonning areas+ The department,

with the Council on Homelessness, shall specify a grant award
level in the notice of the solicitation of grant applications.
(a) To qualify for the grant, a lead agency must develop
and implement a local homeless assistance continuum of care plan
for its designated catchment area. The continuum of care plan
must implement a coordinated assessment or central intake system
to screen,

assess, and refer persons seeking assistance to the

appropriate service provider. The lead agency shall also
document the commitment of local government and private
organizations to provide matching funds or in-kind support in an

amount equal to the grant requested. Expenditures of leveraged

funds or resources, including third-party cash or in-kind

contributions, are permitted only for eligible activities

committed on one project which have not been used as leverage or

match for any other project or program and must be certified

through a written commitment.

(b) Preference must be given to those lead agencies that
have demonstrated the ability of their continuum of care to
provide quality services to homeless persons and the ability to
leverage federal homeless-assistance funding under the Stewart

B. McKinney Act with local government and private funding for

the provision of services to homeless persons.
(c) Preference must be given to lead agencies in catchment

areas with the greatest need for the provision of housing and
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233 services to the homeless, relative to the population of the
234 catchment area.
235 (d) The grant may be used to fund any of the housing,
236| program, or service needs included in the local homeless
237 assistance continuum of care plan. The lead agency may allocate
238 the grant to programs, services, or housing providers that
239 implement the local homeless assistance continuum care plan. The
240 lead agency may provide subgrants to a local agency to implement
241| programs or services or provide housing identified for funding
242 in the lead agency’s application to the department. A lead
243| agency may spend a maximum of 8 percent of its funding on
244 administrative costs.
245 (e) The lead agency shall submit a final report to the
246| department documenting the outcomes achieved by the grant in
247 enabling persons who are homeless to return to permanent housing
248 thereby ending such person’s episode of homelessness.
249 (5) The State Office on Homelessness, with the concurrence
250 of the Council on Homelessness, may administer moneys
251 appropriated to it to provide homeless housing assistance grants
252 annually to lead agencies for local homeless assistance
253 continuum of care, as recognized by the State Office on
254 Homelessness, to acquire, construct, or rehabilitate
255 transitional or permanent housing units for homeless persons.
256 These moneys shall consist of any sums that the state may
257 appropriate, as well as money received from donations, gifts,
258| bequests, or otherwise from any public or private source, which
259 are intended to acquire, construct, or rehabilitate transitional

260 or permanent housing units for homeless persons.

261 (a) Grant applicants shall be ranked competitively.
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Preference must be given to applicants who leverage additional
private funds and public funds, particularly federal funds
designated for the acquisition, construction, or rehabilitation
of transitional or permanent housing for homeless persons; who
acquire, build, or rehabilitate the greatest number of units; or
aad who acquire, build, or rehabilitate in catchment areas

having the greatest need for housing for the homeless relative

to the population of the catchment area.

(b) Funding for any particular project may not exceed
$750,000.

(c) Projects must reserve, for a minimum of 10 years, the
number of units acquired, constructed, or rehabilitated through
homeless housing assistance grant funding to serve persons who
are homeless at the time they assume tenancy.

(d) No more than two grants may be awarded annually in any
given local homeless assistance continuum of care catchment
area.

(e) A project may not be funded which is not included in
the local homeless assistance continuum of care plan, as
recognized by the State Office on Homelessness, for the
catchment area in which the project is located.

(f) The maximum percentage of funds that the State Office
on Homelessness and each applicant may spend on administrative
costs is 5 percent.

(6) The State Office on Homelessness, in conjunction with

the Council on Homelessness, shall establish performance

measures and specific objectives by which it may e evaluate the

effeetive performance and outcomes of lead agencies that receive

grant funds. Any funding through the State Office on
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Homelessness shall be distributed to lead agencies based on

their overall performance and their achievement of specified

objectives. Each lead agency for which grants are made under

this section shall provide the State Office on Homelessness a
thorough evaluation of the effectiveness of the program in
achieving its stated purpose. In evaluating the performance of
the lead agencies, the State Office on Homelessness shall base
its criteria upon the program objectives, goals, and priorities
that were set forth by the lead agencies in their proposals for
funding. Such criteria may include, but not be limited to, the

number of persons or households that are no longer homeless, the

rate of recidivism to homelessness, and the number of persons

who obtain gainful employment hemeless—individuals—provided

£V £+ A ot e 4o~ S A
CT7 o0t —COoTt sty T
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Section 3. Subsections (3), (7), and (8) of section
420.624, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

420.624 Local homeless assistance continuum of care.—

(3) Communities or regions seeking to implement a local
homeless assistance continuum of care are encouraged to develop
and annually update a written plan that includes a vision for
the continuum of care, an assessment of the supply of and demand
for housing and services for the homeless population, and
specific strategies and processes for providing the components

of the continuum of care. The State Office on Homelessness, in

conjunction with the Council on Homelessness, shall include in

the plan a methodology for assessing performance and outcomes.

The State Office on Homelessness shall supply a standardized

format for written plans, including the reporting of data.

(7) The components of a continuum of care plan should
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include:

(a) Outreach, intake, and assessment procedures in order to
identify the service and housing needs of an individual or
family and to link them with appropriate housing, services,
resources, and opportunities;

(b) Emergency shelter, in order to provide a safe, decent
alternative to living in the streets;

(c) Transitional housing;

(d) Supportive services, designed to assist with the
development of the skills necessary to secure and retain
permanent housing;

Permanent supportive housing;

Rapid ReHousing, as specified in s. 420.6265;

)
)
(g) 5> Permanent housing;
(h) <& Linkages and referral mechanisms among all
components to facilitate the movement of individuals and
families toward permanent housing and self-sufficiency;

(i)+h)y Services and resources to prevent housed persons
from becoming or returning to homelessness; and

(J)+4+> An ongoing planning mechanism to address the needs
of all subgroups of the homeless population, including but not
limited to:

1. Single adult males;
Single adult females;
Families with children;
Families with no children;
Unaccompanied children and youth;

Elderly persons;

~ o O w N

Persons with drug or alcohol addictions;
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349 8. Persons with mental illness;
350 9. Persons with dual or multiple physical or mental

351 disorders;

352 10. Victims of domestic violence; and
353 11. Persons living with HIV/AIDS.
354 (8) Continuum of care plans must promote participation by

355 all interested individuals and organizations and may not exclude
356 individuals and organizations on the basis of race, color,

357| national origin, sex, handicap, familial status, or religion.
358| Faith-based organizations must be encouraged to participate. To
359| the extent possible, these components shall sheudd be

360 coordinated and integrated with other mainstream health, social
361 services, and employment programs for which homeless populations
362| may be eligible, including Medicaid, State Children’s Health

363 Insurance Program, Temporary Assistance for Needy Families, Food
364| Assistance Program, and services funded through the Mental

365 Health and Substance Abuse Block Grant, the Workforce Investment

366| Act, and the welfare-to-work grant program.

367 Section 4. Section 420.6265, Florida Statutes, 1s created
368 to read:

369 420.6265 Rapid ReHousing.—

370 (1) LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS AND INTENT.—

371 (a) The Legislature finds that Rapid ReHousing is a

372 strategy of using temporary financial assistance and case

373| management to quickly move an individual or family out of

374 homelessness and into permanent housing.

375 (b) The Legislature also finds that, for most of the past

376 two decades, public and private solutions to homelessness have

377 focused on providing individuals and families who are
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378 experiencing homelessness with emergency shelter, transitional

379| housing, or a combination of both. While emergency shelter and

380 transitional housing programs may provide critical access to

381| services for individuals and families in crisis, they often fail

382 to address their long-term needs.

383 (c) The Legislature further finds that most households

384| become homeless as a result of a financial crisis that prevents

385 individuals and families from paying rent or a domestic conflict

386| that results in one member being ejected or leaving without

387 resources or a plan for housing.

388 (d) The Legislature further finds that Rapid ReHousing 1is

389 an alternative approach to the current system of emergency

390 shelter or transitional housing which tends to reduce the length

391 of time of homelessness and has proven to be cost effective.

392 (e) It is therefore the intent of the Legislature to

393| encourage homeless continuums of care to adopt the Rapid

394 ReHousing approach to preventing homelessness for individuals

395| and families who do not require the intense level of supports

396| provided in the Permanent Supportive Housing model.

397 (2) RAPID REHOUSING METHODOLOGY.—

398 (a) The Rapid ReHousing approach to homelessness differs

399 from traditional approaches to addressing homelessness by

400 focusing on each individual’s or family’s barriers to returning

401 to housing. By using this approach, communities can

402 significantly reduce the amount of time that individuals and

403 families are homeless and prevent further episodes of

404 homelessness.

405 (b) In Rapid ReHousing, an individual or family is

406 identified as being homeless, temporary assistance is provided
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to allow the individual or family to obtain permanent housing as

quickly as possible, and, if needed, assistance is provided to

allow the individual or family to retain housing.

(c) The objective of Rapid ReHousing is to provide

assistance for as short a term as possible so that the

individual or family receiving assistance does not develop a

dependency on the assistance.

Section 5. Subsections (25) and (26) of section 420.9071,

Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

420.9071 Definitions.—As used in ss. 420.907-420.9079, the
term:

(25) “Recaptured funds” means funds that are recouped by a
county or eligible municipality in accordance with the recapture
provisions of its local housing assistance plan pursuant to s.

420.9075(5) (g) s8+420=-8045{5)+th) from eligible persons or

eligible sponsors, which funds were not used for assistance to

an eligible household for an eligible activity, when there is a
default on the terms of a grant award or loan award.

(26) “Rent subsidies” means ongoing monthly rental

aSSlStance Th +eorm A o At R R RSN B R BVl ek e ] 1+
. Tt OO0t T CTT oGt rt o ao ot o caticte—Tto
+ nant o a1~ W L o ] r ] S o vy o o131y + S A a4 ] +x7
cChahTs7; St —aS STt O =00 S CCuTf oy afftG—v Tttty
d—e—pe—s%s—.

Section 6. Subsection (7) of section 420.9072, Florida
Statutes, is amended, present subsections (8) and (9) of that
section are redesignated as subsections (9) and (10),
respectively, and a new subsection (8) is added to that section,
to read:

420.9072 State Housing Initiatives Partnership Program.—The

State Housing Initiatives Partnership Program is created for the
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purpose of providing funds to counties and eligible
municipalities as an incentive for the creation of local housing
partnerships, to expand production of and preserve affordable
housing, to further the housing element of the local government
comprehensive plan specific to affordable housing, and to
increase housing-related employment.

(7) A county or an eligible municipality must expend its
portion of the local housing distribution only to implement a

local housing assistance plan or as provided in this subsection.

£ + 1 1ol W carme~y Ao o o n N~z A roant o1l A o
OO Cao T oS TTiig OrScr rouc ot O pTrov IOttt oSuaosTartSy
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(8) A county or an eligible municipality may not expend its

portion of the local housing distribution to provide ongoing

rent subsidies, except for:

(a) Security and utility deposit assistance.

(b) Eviction prevention not to exceed 6 months’ rent.

(c) A rent subsidy program for very-low-income households

with at least one adult who is a person with special needs as

defined in s. 420.0004 or homeless as defined in s. 420.621. The

period of rental assistance may not exceed 24 months for any

eligible household.

Section 7. Present subsections (5) through (7) of section
420.9073, Florida Statutes, are redesignated as subsections (6)
through (8), and a new subsection (5) is added to that section,
to read:

420.9073 Local housing distributions.—

(5) Notwithstanding subsections (1) through (4), the
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465 corporation shall first distribute 4 percent of the total amount

466 to be distributed in a given fiscal year from the Local

467| Government Housing Trust Fund to the Department of Children and

468 Families and the Department of Economic Opportunity as follows:

469 (a) The Department of Children and Families shall receive

470 95 percent of such amount to provide operating funds and other

471 support to the designated lead agency in each continuum of care

472 for the benefit of the designated catchment area as described in
473| s. 420.624.

474 (b) The Department of Economic Opportunity shall receive 5

475| percent of such amount to provide training and technical

476 assistance to lead agencies receiving operating funds and other

477 support under paragraph (a) in accordance with s. 420.606(3).

478 Training and technical assistance funded by this distribution

479 shall be provided by a nonprofit entity that meets the

480 requirements of s. 420.531.

481 Section 8. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section

482 420.9075, Florida Statutes, is amended, paragraph (f) is added
483 to subsection (3), subsection (5) of that section is amended,
484 and paragraph (i) is added to subsection (10) of that section,
485 to read:

486 420.9075 Local housing assistance plans; partnerships.—
487 (2) (a) Each county and each eligible municipality

488| participating in the State Housing Initiatives Partnership
489 Program shall encourage the involvement of appropriate public
490 sector and private sector entities as partners in order to

491 combine resources to reduce housing costs for the targeted

492| population. This partnership process should involve:

493 1. Lending institutions.

Page 17 of 23
CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Florida Senate - 2015 CS for SB 1500

586-02545A-15 20151500c1
494 2. Housing builders and developers.
495 3. Nonprofit and other community-based housing and service

496| organizations.

497 4. Providers of professional services relating to

498 affordable housing.

499 5. Advocates for low-income persons, including, but not
500 limited to, homeless people, the elderly, and migrant

501 farmworkers.

502 6. Real estate professionals.

503 7. Other persons or entities who can assist in providing
504| housing or related support services.

505 8. Lead agencies of local homeless assistance continuums of

506| care.
507 (3)
508 (f) Each county and each eligible municipality is

509| encouraged to develop a strategy within its local housing

510 assistance plan which provides program funds for reducing

511 homelessness.

512 (5) The following criteria apply to awards made to eligible
513 sponsors or eligible persons for the purpose of providing

514| eligible housing:

515 () N T St 0 o~~~ £ +1 fFaam A o A axzaa ] SN P o~
(a7—2rc Tt oSt oo Pttt O cC—rTuounts nmaaC—avarraorTC it CattT
517 Al at vl g A et roacnrizad £ WA ol £ Ao 1311
Orocrrrroa o oot oo St veoO O omC—OwiIiC oo T O S0

518 persons—
519 (a) > At least 75 percent of the funds made available in

520| each county and eligible municipality from the local housing

521 distribution must be reserved for construction, rehabilitation,

522 or emergency repair of affordable, eligible housing.
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(b)Ae> Not more than 20 percent of the funds made available
in each county and eligible municipality from the local housing
distribution may be used for manufactured housing.

(c)+e&y The sales price or value of new or existing eligible
housing may not exceed 90 percent of the average area purchase
price in the statistical area in which the eligible housing is
located. Such average area purchase price may be that calculated
for any 12-month period beginning not earlier than the fourth
calendar year prior to the year in which the award occurs or as
otherwise established by the United States Department of the
Treasury.

(d)+fer1. All units constructed, rehabilitated, or otherwise
assisted with the funds provided from the local housing
assistance trust fund must be occupied by very-low-income
persons, low-income persons, and moderate-income persons except
as otherwise provided in this section.

2. At least 30 percent of the funds deposited into the
local housing assistance trust fund must be reserved for awards
to very-low-income persons or eligible sponsors who will serve
very-low-income persons and at least an additional 30 percent of
the funds deposited into the local housing assistance trust fund
must be reserved for awards to low-income persons or eligible
sponsors who will serve low-income persons. This subparagraph
does not apply to a county or an eligible municipality that
includes, or has included within the previous 5 years, an area
of critical state concern designated or ratified by the
Legislature for which the Legislature has declared its intent to

provide affordable housing. The exemption created by this act

expires on July 1, 2013, and shall apply retroactively.
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(e)+#£)> Loans shall be provided for periods not exceeding 30
years, except for deferred payment loans or loans that extend
beyond 30 years which continue to serve eligible persons.

(f)+e Loans or grants for eligible rental housing
constructed, rehabilitated, or otherwise assisted from the local
housing assistance trust fund must be subject to recapture
requirements as provided by the county or eligible municipality
in its local housing assistance plan unless reserved for
eligible persons for 15 years or the term of the assistance,
whichever period is longer. Eligible sponsors that offer rental
housing for sale before 15 years or that have remaining
mortgages funded under this program must give a first right of
refusal to eligible nonprofit organizations for purchase at the
current market value for continued occupancy by eligible
persons.

(g){Hr Loans or grants for eligible owner-occupied housing
constructed, rehabilitated, or otherwise assisted from proceeds
provided from the local housing assistance trust fund shall be
subject to recapture requirements as provided by the county or
eligible municipality in its local housing assistance plan.

(h)«+> The total amount of monthly mortgage payments or the
amount of monthly rent charged by the eligible sponsor or her or
his designee must be made affordable.

(i)45> The maximum sales price or value per unit and the
maximum award per unit for eligible housing benefiting from
awards made pursuant to this section must be established in the
local housing assistance plan.

(7)) The benefit of assistance provided through the State

Housing Initiatives Partnership Program must accrue to eligible
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persons occupying eligible housing. This provision shall not be
construed to prohibit use of the local housing distribution

funds for a mixed income rental development.

(k)43 Funds from the local housing distribution not used
to meet the criteria established in paragraph (a) er—paragraph
) or not used for the administration of a local housing
assistance plan must be used for housing production and finance
activities, including, but not limited to, financing
preconstruction activities or the purchase of existing units,
providing rental housing, and providing home ownership training
to prospective home buyers and owners of homes assisted through
the local housing assistance plan.

1. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph paragraphs
(a) amd—p), program income as defined in s. 420.9071(24) may
also be used to fund activities described in this paragraph.

2. When preconstruction due-diligence activities conducted
as part of a preservation strategy show that preservation of the
units is not feasible and will not result in the production of
an eligible unit, such costs shall be deemed a program expense
rather than an administrative expense if such program expenses
do not exceed 3 percent of the annual local housing
distribution.

3. If both an award under the local housing assistance plan
and federal low-income housing tax credits are used to assist a
project and there is a conflict between the criteria prescribed
in this subsection and the requirements of s. 42 of the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, the county or eligible
municipality may resolve the conflict by giving precedence to

the requirements of s. 42 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986,
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610 as amended, in lieu of following the criteria prescribed in this
611 subsection with the exception of paragraph (d) paragraphs—a)r
612| amd—e) of this subsection.

613 4. Each county and each eligible municipality may award

614 funds as a grant for construction, rehabilitation, or repair as
615 part of disaster recovery or emergency repairs or to remedy

616 accessibility or health and safety deficiencies. Any other

617 grants must be approved as part of the local housing assistance
618| plan.

619 (10) Each county or eligible municipality shall submit to
620 the corporation by September 15 of each year a report of its

621 affordable housing programs and accomplishments through June 30
622 immediately preceding submittal of the report. The report shall
623| be certified as accurate and complete by the local government’s
624 chief elected official or his or her designee. Transmittal of
625| the annual report by a county’s or eligible municipality’s chief
626 elected official, or his or her designee, certifies that the

627 local housing incentive strategies, or, if applicable, the local
628| housing incentive plan, have been implemented or are in the

629| process of being implemented pursuant to the adopted schedule
630 for implementation. The report must include, but is not limited
631| to:

632 (1) A description of efforts to reduce homelessness.

633 Section 9. Section 420.9089, Florida Statutes, 1s created
634 to read:

635 420.9089 National Housing Trust Fund.—The Legislature finds

636 that more funding for housing to assist the homeless is needed

637 and encourages the state entity designated to administer funds

638| made available to the state from the National Housing Trust Fund
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639 to propose an allocation plan that includes strategies to reduce

640 homelessness in this state. These strategies to address

641| homelessness shall be in addition to strategies under s.
642| 420.5087.

643 Section 10. This act shall take effect July 1, 2015.
644
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