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LEGISLATIVE ACTION
Senate . House
Comm: RCS
04/07/2015

The Committee on Community Affairs (Thompson) recommended the

following:
Senate Amendment (with title amendment)

Delete everything after the enacting clause
and insert:

Section 1. Section 421.02, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

421.02 Finding and declaration of necessity.—It is hereby
declared that:

(1) There exist in the state insanitary or unsafe dwelling

accommodations and that persons of low income are forced to
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reside in such insanitary or unsafe accommodations; that within
the state there is a shortage of safe or sanitary dwelling
accommodations available at rents which persons of low income
can afford and that such persons are forced to occupy

overcrowded and congested dwelling accommodations; that such £he

aferesaid conditions cause an increase in and spread of disease
and crime and constitute a menace to the health, safety, morals,
and welfare of the residents of the state and impair economic
values; and that these conditions necessitate excessive and
disproportionate expenditures of public funds for crime
prevention and punishment, public health, welfare and safety,
fire and accident protection, and other public services and
facilities.

(2) Blighted areas in the state cannot be revitalized, nor
can the shortage of safe and sanitary dwellings for persons of
low income be relieved, solely through the operation of private

enterprise. However, the state encourages the use of housing

authority property in combination with private enterprise to

construct, rehabilitate, and otherwise provide safe and sanitary

dwelling conditions for persons of low income.

(3) The clearance, replanning, and reconstruction of the
areas in which insanitary or unsafe housing conditions exist,
ana the providing of safe and sanitary dwelling accommodations,

and the access to essential commercial goods and services

necessary for daily living for persons of low income, including

the acquisition by a housing authority of property to be used
for or in connection with housing projects or appurtenant
thereto, are exclusively public uses and purposes for which

public money may be spent and private property acquired and are
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governmental functions of public concern.

(4) An important public purpose is served by providing

access to essential commercial goods and services necessary for

daily living for persons served by public housing authorities as

those persons often have limited transportation capacity and

significant family demands. Issues such as limited

transportation capacity and significant family demands

complicate daily living and make access to essential commercial

goods and services difficult.

(5)+4)> The necessity in the public interest for the
provisions hereinafter enacteds+ is hereby declared as a matter
of legislative determination.

Section 2. Section 421.03, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

421.03 Definitions.—As used FThe—feolleowing—terms;—wherever

er—referred—+e 1in this part, except where the context

clearly indicates otherwise, the term shall-have—the follewing
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(2)4+H- “Authority” or “housing authority” means a shatd+
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mean—any—of—+the public corporation eerperatiens created pursuant
o by s. 421.04.
(4)42r “City” means shaltt—mearn any city or town of the

state having a population of more than 2,500, according to the

last preceding federal or state census. The term also means “The

ey —shatlt—mean the particular city for which a particular
housing authority is created.
(9) 43> “Governing body” means shatdt—mearn the city council,

the commission, or other legislative body charged with governing
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the city, as the case may be.

(11) 44> “Mayor” means shati—mean the mayor of the city or
the officer thereof charged with the duties customarily imposed
on the mayor or executive head of the city.

(5) “Clerk” means shatt-—mearn the clerk of the city or the

officer of the city charged with the duties customarily imposed
on the clerk £hereof.

(1)+6)> “Area of Operation”:

(a) In the case of a housing authority of a city having a
population of less than 25,000, includes shatt—dnetwde such city

and the area within 5 miles of its #he territorial boundaries.

+haow £ o A
crte T COoO T —artts

(b) In the case of a housing authority of a city having a
population of 25,000 or more, includes shadtt—dnetude such city
and the area within 10 miles of its frem—+the territorial

boundaries. thereeof;—provided However, +hat the area of
operation of a housing authority of a amy city may shatd not

include any area that whiekh lies within the territorial
boundaries of another seme—eother city as—hereindefined; and may

Farrthh N Ao A
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ced—that—+the areca—-of operation—Shatdt not extend
outside ef the boundaries of the county in which the city is
located. A ame—sne housing authority has no shadi—have—any power
or jurisdiction outside ef the county in which the city is
located.

(7) “Essential commercial goods and services” means goods,

such as groceries and clothing, and services, such as child

care, K-12 education, financial services, job training and

placement, laundry facilities, and other local governmental

services, which are in close proximity to dwelling
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accommodations of a housing authority, are necessary for daily

living, and may be difficult for persons of low income to access

unless located in close proximity to the housing development

where the persons of low income reside.

(8)+H “Federal Government” means shatt—inetwde the United

12l
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States Government+—theFederal

Publie Works or any department, commission, ether agency

¥

s
other instrumentality thereof;—ecorporate—or otherwise—of the
Yaited—States.

(3)48> “Blighted” means “Stum“—shall-mean any area where

dwellings predominate which, by reason of dilapidation,
overcrowding, faulty arrangement or design, lack of ventilation,
light or sanitary facilities, or any combination of these
factors, are detrimental to safety, health, and morals.

(10) 4% “Housing project” means shatd—mean any work or

undertaking:

(a) To demolish, clear, or remove buildings from any

blighted s+tum area, which;—suveh—work—or—undertaking may embrace
the adaption of such area to public purposes, including parks or
other recreational or community purposes; oF¥

(b) To provide decent, safe, and sanitary urban or rural

dwellings, apartments, or other living accommodations for

persons of low income, whichs+—sueh—work—erundertaking may

include buildings, land, equipment, facilities, and other real
or personal property for necessary, convenient, or desirable
appurtenances, streets, sewers, water service, parks, site
preparation, gardening, administrative, community, health,
recreational, educational, welfare, or other purposes; o¥

(c) To provide access to essential commercial goods and
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128 (d)4e)> To accomplish a combination of the foregoing.
129

130 The term “housing projeet” also applies maybe—apptied to the
131 |planning of the buildings and improvements;s the acquisition of

127 services; or

132 |property;+ the demolition of existing structures;+ the

133 construction, reconstruction, alteration, and repair of the

134 |improvements; and all other work in connection therewith.

135 (13)+436) “Persons of low income” means shall—meanr PErsons
136 |or families who lack the amount of income which is necessary, as
137 |determined by the authority undertaking the housing project, to
138 enable them, without financial assistance, to live in decent,
139 safe, and sanitary dwellings, without overcrowding.

140 (6) 3+ “Debentures” means shati—mean any notes, interim
141 certificates, debentures, revenue certificates, or other

142 obligations issued by an authority pursuant to this chapter.

143 (14)++2) “Real property” includes shadtd+—anetude all lands,
144 including improvements and fixtures thereon, and property of any
145 nature appurtenant thereto, or used in connection therewith, and
146 |every estate, interest, and right, legal or equitable, therein,
147 including terms for years and liens by way of judgment,

148 |mortgage, or otherwise and the indebtedness secured by such

149 liens.

150 (12)+43+3) “Obligee of the authority” or “obligee” includes
151 shatt—dnretude any holder of debentures, trustee or trustees for
152 any such holders, or lessor demising to the authority property
153 |used in connection with a housing project, or any assignee or

154 assignees of such lessor’s interest or any part thereof, and the

155 |Federal Government when it is a party to any contract with the
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Section 3. Subsection (4) is added to section 421.04,
Florida Statutes, to read:
421.04 Creation of housing authorities.—

(4) A housing authority, regardless of the date of its

creation, may not apply to the Federal Government to seize any

projects, units, or vouchers of another established housing

authority, irrespective of each housing authority’s areas of

operation.

Section 4. Subsection (2) of section 421.05, Florida
Statutes, 1s amended to read:

421.05 Appointment, qualifications, and tenure of
commissioners; hiring of employees.—

(2) The powers of each authority shall be vested in the
commissioners thereof in office from time to time. A majority of
the commissioners shall constitute a quorum of the authority for
the purpose of conducting its business and exercising its powers
and for all other purposes. Action may be taken by the authority
upon a vote of a majority of the commissioners present, unless
in any case the bylaws of the authority require a larger number.
The mayor with the concurrence of the governing body shall
designate which of the commissioners appointed shall be the
first chair, but when the office of the chair of the authority
thereafter becomes vacant, the authority shall select a chair
from among its commissioners. An authority shall select from
among its commissioners a vice chair,+ and it may employ a
secretary, who shall be the executive director, technical
experts, and such other officers, agents, and employees,

permanent and temporary, as it may require and shall determine
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their qualifications, duties, and compensation. As provided in

s. 215.425, a commissioner may not receive extra compensation.

For such legal services as it may require, an authority may call
upon the chief law officer of the city or may employ its own
counsel and legal staff. An authority may delegate to one or
more of its agents or employees such powers or duties as it may
deem proper.

Section 5. Section 421.06, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

421.06 Commissioners or employees prohibited from acquiring
interests in housing projects and required to disclose interests
in specified properties; exception.—Except for the leasehold
interest held by a tenant-commissioner in the housing project in
which he or she is a tenant, a me commissioner or employee of an
authority may not shad+ acquire any interest, direct or

indirect, in any housing project or in any property included or

planned to be included in any project, or mner——shall—he—-or—she
have any interest, direct or indirect, in any contract or
proposed contract for materials or services to be furnished or
used in connection with any housing project. If a commissioner
or employee of an authority owns or controls an interest, direct
or indirect, in any property included or planned to be included
in any housing project, he or she shall immediately disclose the
same in writing to the authority. Such disclosure shall be
entered upon the minutes of the authority. Failure se to

disclose such interest constitutes misconduct in office. This

section applies to any commercial project authorized by this

chapter.

Section 6. Section 421.08, Florida Statutes, is amended to
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421.08 Powers of authority.—

read:

(1) An authority constitutes shall—eenstitute a public body

corporate and politic, exercising the public and essential
governmental functions set forth in this chapter, and having all
the powers necessary or convenient to carry out and effectuate

the purpose and provisions of this chapter, including the

S
following additional powers in—additieon—toothersherein
granted:

(a)+3> To sue and be sued; to have a seal and to alter it
the—same at pleasure; to have perpetual succession; to make and
execute contracts and other instruments necessary or convenient
to the exercise of the powers of the authority; to appear in
court through any of its officers, agents, or employees, for the
exclusive purpose of filing eviction papers; and to make and
from time to time amend and repeal bylaws, rules, and
regulations, not inconsistent with this chapter, to carry into
effect the powers and purposes of the authority.

(b)+42)» Within its area of operation, to prepare, carry out,
acquire, lease, and operate housing projects andy to provide for
the construction, reconstruction, improvement, alteration, or
repair of any housing project or any part thereof.

(c)43> To arrange or contract for the furnishing by any

person or agency, public or private, of services, privileges,

works, or facilities for, or in connection with, a housing
I

project or the occupants thereof.;—provided,—however;,—that
1. Notwithstanding any other power or provision in this
chapter, the authority may skatd+ not construct, lease, control,

purchase, or otherwise establish, in connection with or as a
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part of any housing project or any other real or any other
property under its control, any system, work, facilities,
plants, or other equipment for the purpose of furnishing utility

service of any kind to such projects or to any tenant or

occupant thereof if im—the—event—that a system, work, facility,
plant, or other equipment for the furnishing of the same utility
service is being aetwadty operated by a municipality or private
concern in the area of operation or the city or the territory

immediately adjacent thereto. However, this subparagraph does
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£o prohibit the construction or acqu

[

sition by the authority of:

a. Any system, work, facilities, or other equipment for the
sole and only purpose of receiving utility services from any
such municipality or such private concern and then distributing
such utility services to the project and to the tenants and
occupants thereof; or andsy

b. Any renewable energy devices or systems to be installed

and located upon housing authority property for the sole purpose

of reducing utility costs to the tenants or occupants thereof.

2. Notwithstanding anything—te—the contrary contained—in

this—<hapter—or—3n any other provision of law, the authority may

e include, in any contract let in connection with a project,
stipulations requiring that the contractor and any
subcontractors comply with requirements as to minimum wages and
maximum hours of labor+ and eempdty with any conditions which the
Federal Government may have attached to its financial aid of the
project.

(d) 44> To lease or rent any dwellings, houses,

accommodations, lands, buildings, structures, or facilities
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embraced in any housing project and, subject to the limitations
contained in this chapter, to establish and revise the rents or
charges therefor; to own, hold, and improve real or personal
property; to purchase, lease, obtain options upon, acquire by
gift, grant, bequest, devise, or otherwise any real or personal
property or any interest therein; to acquire by the exercise of

the power of eminent domain any real property, except real

property to be used to provide access to essential commercial

goods and services; to sell, lease, exchange, transfer, assign,

pledge, or dispose of any real or personal property or any
interest therein; to insure or provide for the insurance of any
real or personal property or operations of the authority against
any risks or hazards; and to procure or agree to the procurement
of insurance or guarantees from the Federal Government of the
payment of any such debts or parts thereof, whether or not
incurred by the said authority, including the power to pay
premiums on any such insurance.

(e)+45)» To invest any funds held in reserves or sinking
funds, or any funds not required for immediate disbursement, in
property or securities in which savings banks may legally invest
funds subject to their control andy to purchase its debentures
at a price not exceeding mere—than the principal amount thereof

and accrued interest, with all debentures so purchased to be

canceled.

(f)+46)> Within its area of operation: to investigate into
living, dwelling, and housing conditions and into the means and
methods of improving such conditions; to determine where
blighted stum areas exist or where there is a shortage of

decent, safe, and sanitary dwelling accommodations for persons

Page 11 of 30
4/6/2015 1:14:40 PM 578-03483-15




301
302
303
304
305
306
307
308
309
310
311
312
313
314
315
316
317
318
319
320
321
322
323
324
325
326
327
328
329

Florida Senate - 2015 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. SB 1520

| =<2

of low income; to make studies and recommendations relating to
the problem of clearing, replanning, and reconstruction of
blighted stum areas and the problem of providing dwelling
accommodations for persons of low income; to administer fair
housing ordinances and other ordinances as adopted by cities,
counties, or other authorities who wish to contract for
administrative services and to cooperate with the city, the
county, or the state or any political subdivision thereof in
action taken in connection with such problems; and to engage in
research, studies, and experimentation on the subject of
housing.

(g)+#H- Acting through one or more commissioners or other
person or persons designated by the authority:+ to conduct
examinations and investigations and to hear testimony and take
proof under oath at public or private hearings on any matter
material for its information; to administer oaths, issue
subpoenas requiring the attendance of witnesses or the
production of books and papers, and e issue commissions for the
examination of witnesses who are outside ef the state, e unable
to attend before the authority, or excused from attendance; and
to make available to appropriate agencies, including those
charged with the duty of abating or requiring the correction of
nuisances or like conditions, or of demolishing unsafe or
insanitary structures within its area of operation, its findings
and recommendations with regard to any building or property
where conditions exist which are dangerous to the public health,
morals, safety, or welfare.

(h)483+a)> To organize for the purpose of creating a for-

profit or not-for-profit corporation, limited liability company,
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330 or other similar business entity pursuant to all applicable laws
331 of this state in which the housing authority may hold an

332 |ownership interest or participate in its governance in order to
333 develop, acquire, lease, construct, rehabilitate, manage, or

334 |operate multifamily or single-family residential projects and

335 |commercial projects that allow access to essential commercial

336 |goods and services for persons of low income residing in such

337 residential projects.

338 1. These projects may include nonresidential uses and may
339 |use public and private funds to serve individuals or families
340 |who meet the applicable income requirements of the state or

341 federal program involved; whose income does not exceed 150

342 |percent of the applicable median income for the area, as

343 established by the United States Department of Housing and Urban
344 Development; and who, in the determination of the housing

345 |authority, lack sufficient income or assets to enable them to
346 |purchase or rent a decent, safe, and sanitary dwelling. These
347 corporations, limited liability companies, or other business

348 |entities may join partnerships, joint ventures, or limited

349 |liability companies pursuant to applicable laws or may otherwise
350 |engage with business entities in developing, acquiring, leasing,
351 constructing, rehabilitating, managing, or operating such

352 |projects.

353 2.4b) The creation by a housing authority of such a

354 corporation, limited liability company, or other business entity
355 that is properly registered pursuant to all applicable laws

356 |before the effective date of this act is ratified and validated

357 if the creation of such corporation, limited liability company,

358 or other business entity would have been valid had this act been
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in effect at the time such corporation, limited liability

company, or other business entity was created and registered.
3.4e) Proceedings or acts performed by a housing authority

or a corporation, limited liability company, or other business

entity authorized pursuant to subparagraph 2. paragraph—b) are

ratified and validated if such proceedings or acts were in
furtherance of the purposes set forth in this chapter and would
have been valid had this act been in effect at the time such

proceedings or acts were performed.

(1)+45> Notwithstanding s. 112.061, to the—governingboard
of aonovtheritymay approve and implement policies for per diem,
travel, and other expenses of its officials, officers, board
members, employees, and authorized persons in a manner
consistent with federal guidelines.

(])++E6> To exercise all or any part or combination of

powers hkereirn granted in this section. Ne Provisions of law

relating with—respeet to acquisition, operation, or disposition
of property by other public bodies do not apply shatd—be
apprieakbte to an authority unless the Legislature shadtt
specifically so states state.

(2) Any revenue received by a housing authority from

commercial projects that provide access to essential commercial

goods and services necessary for daily living of persons

residing in housing developments must be used exclusively for

affordable housing.

Section 7. Subsection (2) of section 421.09, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:
421.09 Operation not for profit.—

(2) This section does not prohibit or restrict the
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activities or operations of a business entity created under s.

421.08 (1) (h) 423-68+(3).
Section 8. Subsection (1) of section 421.091, Florida

Statutes, 1s amended to read:
421.091 Financial accounting and investments; fiscal year.—
(1) A complete and full financial accounting and audit in
accordance with federal audit standards of public housing
agencies shall be made biennially by a certified public

accountant and submitted to the Federal Government in accordance

with its policies. Housing authorities are otherwise exempt from

the reporting requirements of s. 218.32. A—ecopyv—of—suchandit

ah~11 N £ 1 Atz 4+ + 1 natzorrnamney WA Adsz o A g+ DN+~
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General+

Section 9. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) and subsection
(3) of section 421.21, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

421.21 Aid from Federal Government; tax exemptions.—

(2) In addition to the powers conferred upon an authority
by subsection (1) and other provisions of this chapter, an
authority is empowered to borrow money or accept grants or other
financial assistance from the Federal Government under s. 202 of
the Housing Act of 1959 (Pub. L. No. 86-372) or any law or
program of the United States Department of Housing and Urban
Development, which provides for direct federal loans in the
maximum amount, as defined therein, for the purpose of assisting
certain nonprofit corporations to provide housing and related
facilities for elderly families and elderly persons.

(b) This provision relating to housing facilities for the
elderly is cumulative and in addition to the powers given to

housing authorities under this chapter. All powers granted
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generally by law to housing authorities in Florida relating to
issuance of trust indentures, debentures, and other methods of
raising capital also shadd apply a+se to housing authorities in
connection with their participation in programs of the United
States Department of Housing and Urban Development.

(3) It is the legislative intent that the tax exemption of
housing authorities provided by chapter 423+/——shalt specifically
applies appdty to any housing authority created under this

section and any affordable housing efforts it undertakes, either

directly or through instrumentalities.

Section 10. Section 421.281, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

421.281 Consolidated Housing Authorities.—

(1) CREATION.—

(a) If, after a public hearing and two consecutive meetings

at which such resolution is heard, the commissioners of at least

two municipal or municipal and county housing authorities of

neighboring areas of operation that are not under federal

receivership declare by identical resolution that there is a

need for merging their authorities which serves the best

interest of their respective tenants and communities, one

housing authority shall be created for all of such authorities

to exercise powers and other functions herein prescribed in such

areas of operation through a public body corporate and politic

to be known as a consolidated housing authority.

(b) After the consolidation, each housing authority created

by s. 421.04 or s. 421.27 for each of the areas shall cease to

exist except for the purpose of winding up its affairs and

executing a deed to the consolidated housing authority as
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1. All obligees of such housing authorities and parties to

hereafter provided, if:

the contracts, bonds, notes, and other obligations of such

housing authorities agree to the substitution of the

consolidated housing authority; and

2. The commissioners of such housing authorities adopt a

resolution consenting to the transfer of all of the rights,

contracts, obligations, and property, real and personal, to the

consolidated housing authority.

(c) When any real property of a housing authority vests in

a consolidated housing authority as provided in subsection (2),

the housing authority shall execute a deed of such property to

the consolidated housing authority which shall file such deed

with the recorder of deeds of the county where such real

property is located.

(d) In any suit, action, or proceeding involving the

validity or enforcement of, or relating to, any contract of the

consolidated housing authority, the consolidated housing

authority shall be conclusively deemed to have been created,

established, and authorized to transact business and exercise

its powers hereunder upon proof of the adoption of a resolution

by the commissioners of each of the authorities creating the

consolidated housing authority.

(e) No more than three housing authorities may be

consolidated within a 10-year period, unless there is a

resolution of each housing authority and local government within

the area of operation in support of such additional

consolidation.

(2) AREA OF OPERATION.—

Page 17 of 30
4/6/2015 1:14:40 PM 578-03483-15




475
476
477
478
479
480
481
482
483
484
485
486
487
488
489
490
491
492
493
494
495
496
497
498
499
500
501
502
503

Florida Senate - 2015 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. SB 1520

| =<2

(a) The area of operation of a consolidated housing

authority shall include the combined areas of operation of the

housing authorities that merged to form the consolidated housing

authority.

(b) In connection with the issuance of bonds or the

incurring of other obligations, a consolidated housing authority

may covenant as to limitations on its right to adopt resolutions

relating to the increase of its area of operation.

(3) COMMISSIONERS.—

(a) When a consolidated housing authority has been created,

the consolidation plan must include provision for the

distribution of appointments among the existing appointing

authorities. The appointing authorities shall thereupon appoint

seven persons, with at least one qualified elector from each

area of operation included therein, provided that there are

suitable candidates who are willing to serve from each area of

operation.

(b) When the area of operation of a consolidated housing

authority is increased to include an additional area of

operation as herein provided, the consolidation plan must

provide for the appointment of one qualified elector from each

such additional area of operation as a commissioner. The number

of commissioners of a consolidated housing authority may be

increased above seven only for the implementation of this

subsection.

(c) If any county is later excluded from the area of

operation of a consolidated housing authority, the office of the

commissioner of such housing authority appointed as provided in

subsection (2) is abolished.
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(d) If the area of operation of a consolidated housing

authority consists at any time of an even number of counties,

the Governor shall appoint one additional commissioner, who must

be a qualified elector from one of the counties in such area of

operation.

(e) A certificate of the appointment of any commissioner of

a consolidated housing authority shall be filed with the county

clerk of the county from which the commissioner is appointed,

and such certificate shall be conclusive evidence of the due and

proper appointment of such commissioner.

(f) The commissioners of a consolidated housing authority

shall be appointed for staggered terms of 4 years, except that

the terms of the initial appointees may be truncated to provide

for staggered terms, and vacancies shall be filled for the

unexpired terms. Each commissioner shall hold office until a

successor has been appointed and has qualified, except as

otherwise provided herein. The appointing authority shall

thereafter appoint the successor of each commissioner.

(g) The commissioners of a consolidated housing authority

shall elect a chair from among the commissioners and may select

or employ such other officers and employees as the housing

authority may require. A majority of the commissioners of a

consolidated housing authority constitutes a quorum for the

purpose of conducting its business and exercising its powers and

for all other purposes.

(4) POWERS AND DUTIES.—Except as otherwise provided herein,

a consolidated housing authority and the commissioners thereof

shall, within the area of operation of such consolidated housing

authority, have the same functions, rights, powers, duties,
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privileges, and immunities provided for housing authorities

created for cities or counties. A consolidated housing authority

may select an appropriate corporate name.

Section 11. Section 421.32, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:
421.32 Rural housing projects.—County housing authorities,

consolidated housing authorities, and regional housing

authorities are specifically empowered and authorized to borrow
money, accept grants, and exercise their other powers to provide
housing for farmers of low income and domestic farm labor as
defined in s. 514 of the Federal Housing Act of 1949. In
connection with such projects, any such housing authority may
enter into such leases or purchase agreements, accept such
conveyances, and rent or sell dwellings forming part of such
projects to or for farmers of low incomey as such housing
authority deems necessary in order to assure the achievement of
the objectives of this law. Such leases, agreements, or
conveyances may include such covenants as the housing authority
deems appropriate regarding such dwellings and the tracts of
land described in any such instrument, which covenants shall be

deemed to run with the land when where the housing authority

deems it necessary and the parties to such instrument so
stipulate. In providing housing for farmers of low income,

county housing authorities, consolidated housing authorities,

and regional housing authorities are shaltdt not be subject to the
limitations provided in ss. 421.08(1) (c) 423-6843)> and
421.10(3) . Neothing—eontained—3n This section does not limit

shatlt—Pbe—econstruved—as—timiting any other powers of any housing
authority.
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Section 12. Section 421.321, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

421.321 Execution of mortgages.—County, consolidated, and

regional housing authorities organized under this chapter are
authorized to execute mortgages encumbering real property as
security for loans made for providing facilities for domestic
farm labor pursuant to s. 514 of the Federal Housing Act of
1949.

Section 13. Section 421.33, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to
read:

421.33 Housing applications by farmers.—The owner of any
farm operated, or worked upon, by farmers of low income in need
of safe and sanitary housing may file an application with a

housing authority created for a county, consolidated, or a

regional housing authority requesting that it provide for a safe
and sanitary dwelling or dwellings for occupancy by such farmers
of low income. Such applications shall be received and examined
by housing authorities in connection with the formulation of
projects or programs to provide housing for farmers of low
income. Prevideds However, that i1if it becomes necessary for an
applicant under this section to convey any portion of the
applicant’s then homestead in order to take advantages as
provided herein, then in that events the parting with title to a
portion of said homestead shall not affect the remaining portion

of same, but all rights that said owner may have in and to same

under and by virtue of the State Constitution ef—the—state or

any law passed pursuant theretos shall be deemed and held to

apply to such remaining portion of said land, the title of which

remains in said applicant. s—+t—being—the—intention—of The
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591 Legislature intends to permit the owner of any farm operated or
592 |worked upon by farmers of low income in need of safe and
593 sanitary housing to take advantage of the provisions of this law

594 |without jeopardizing the owner’s +heir rights in the owner’s

595 |£heir then homestead by reason of any requirement that may be
596 |necessary in order fer—them to receive the benefits herein

597 |provided,+ and a ae court may not shait—ewver construe that an
598 applicant who has taken advantage of this law has in—any manners

599 |shape—oer—Fform abandoned his or her rights in any property that
600 is the applicant’s then homestead by virtue of such action upon
601 his or her part, but it shall be held, construed, and deemed
602 that such action upon the part of any applicant hereunder was
603 not any abandonment of the applicant’s then homestead, and that
604 all rights that the applicant then had therein shall be and

605 remain as provided by the State Constitution and any law enacted

606 |pursuant thereto.

607 Section 14. Section 422.02, Florida Statutes, is amended to
608 read:
609 422 .02 Finding and declaration of necessity.—It has been

610 found and declared in the Housing Authorities Law that there
611 exist in the state unsafe and insanitary housing conditions, an¢
612 a shortage of safe and sanitary dwelling accommodations, and a

613 lack of access to essential commercial goods and services

614 necessary for daily living for persons of low income; that these

615 conditions necessitate excessive and disproportionate
616 |expenditures of public funds for crime prevention and
617 |punishment, public health, welfare and safety, fire and accident

618 |protection, and other public services and facilities; and that

619 the public interest requires the remedying of these conditions.
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620 It is found and declared that the assistance herein provided for
621 the remedying of the conditions set forth in the Housing

622 |Authorities Law constitutes a public use and purpose and an

623 |essential governmental function for which public moneys may be
624 spent and other aid given; that it is a proper public purpose
625 for any state public body to aid any housing authority operating
626 |within its boundaries or jurisdiction or any housing project

627 located therein, as the state public body derives immediate

628 |benefits and advantages from such an authority or project; and
629 |that the provisions hereinafter enacted are necessary in the

630 |public interest.

631 Section 15. Section 422.04, Florida Statutes, is amended to
632 read:

633 422 .04 Cooperation in undertaking housing projects.—

634 (1) For the purpose of aiding and cooperating in the

635 |planning, undertaking, construction, or operation of housing

636 |projects located within the area in which it is authorized to
637 act, any state public body may, upon such terms, with or without
638 consideration, as it may determine:

639 (a) Dedicate, sell, convey, or lease any of its property to
640 |a housing authority or the Federal Government.s

641 (b) Cause parks;y playgrounds;y recreational, community,

642 educational, water, sewer, or drainage facilities; commercial

643 |projects that allow access to essential commercial goods and

644 services for persons of low income residing in housing projects;

645 |or any other works—whieh it is otherwise empowered to
646 |undertake+ to be furnished adjacent to or in connection with

647 housing projects.s

648 (c) Furnish, dedicate, close, pave, install, grade,
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regrade, plan, or replan streets, roads, roadways, alleys,
sidewalks, or other places whieh it 1is otherwise empowered to
undertake.s

(d) Plan, e¥ replan, zone, or rezone any part of such state
public body; make exceptions from building regulations and

ordinances; and, with respect to any city or town, aiso—may

change its map.s+

(e) Enter into agreements, which may extend over any
period, notwithstanding any provision or rule of law to the
contrary, with a housing authority or the Federal Government
respecting action to be taken by such state public body pursuant
to any of the powers granted by this chapter.+

(f) Do any and all things+ necessary or convenient to aid
and cooperate in the planning, undertaking, construction, or
operation of such housing projects.s

(g) Purchase or legally invest in any of the debentures of
a housing authority and exercise all of the rights of any holder
of such debentures.+

(h) Not require any changes to be made in a housing project

or the manner of its construction or take any other action

relating to such construction with respect to any housing

project which a housing authority has acquired or taken over
from the Federal Government and which the housing authority by
resolution has found and declared to have been constructed in a

manner that will promote the public interest and afford

necessary safety, sanitation, and other protection.s—sne—state
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(1) Incur the entire expense of In—eonneetion—with any

public improvements made by the & state public body in

exercising the powers herein granted——sueh state publice body may

£

) +h
TS crricrcor.

B

+1h ~t o
CTIT T T
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(2) Any law or statute to the contrary notwithstanding, any
sale, conveyance, lease, or agreement provided for in this
section may be made by a state public body without appraisal,
public notice, advertisement, or public bidding.

Section 16. Section 423.01, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to
read:

423.01 Finding and declaration of property of tax exemption
for housing authorities.—It has been found and declared in the
Housing Authorities Law and the Housing Cooperation Law that:

(1) There exist in the state housing conditions that whieh
constitute a menace to the health, safety, morals, and welfare
of the residents of the state;

(2) These conditions necessitate excessive and
disproportionate expenditures of public funds for crime
prevention and punishment, public health, welfare and safety,
fire and accident prevention, and other public services and
facilities;

(3) The public interest requires the remedying of these
conditions by the creation of housing authorities to undertake

projects for the stum clearance of blighted areas and for

providing safe and sanitary dwelling accommodations and access

to essential commercial goods and services necessary for daily

living for persons who lack sufficient income to enable them to
live in decent, safe, and sanitary dwellings without

overcrowding; arne
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(4) Facilities made available by housing authorities to

provide access to essential commercial goods and services

necessary for daily living for persons of low income residing in

housing projects are a critical component of those housing

projects and constitute a public use and a governmental

function; and

(5)44> Such housing projects, including all property of a

housing authority used for or in connection therewith or

appurtenant thereto and all property used to provide access to

essential commercial goods and services necessary for daily

living for persons of low income residing in such housing

projects, are exclusively for public uses and municipal purposes
and not for profit+ and are governmental functions of state
concern. As a matter of legislative determination, it is found
and declared that the property and debentures of a housing
authority are of such character as may be exempt from taxation.

Section 17. Section 423.02, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

423.02 Housing projects exempted from taxes and
assessments; payments in lieu thereof.—The housing projects,
including all property of housing authorities used for or in
connection therewith or appurtenant thereto, of housing
authorities are shatdt—Pbe exempt from all taxes and special

assessments of the state or any city, town, county, or political

subdivision of the state.y—providedy However, £hat in lieu of
such taxes or special assessments, a housing authority may agree
to make payments to any city, town, county, or political
subdivision of the state for services, improvements, or

facilities furnished by such city, town, county, or political
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736 subdivision for the benefit of a housing project owned by the

737 housing authority, but im—me—-event—shald such payments may not
1ok EIE SR + 13tz r
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739 | potitiecat—subdivision of the services, improvements, or

740 facilities to be se furnished by the city, town, county, or

738 exceed the estimated cost +e

[0)]

741 |political subdivision of the state. This section does not exempt

742 the activities or property of a person who provides essential

743 commercial goods and services. However, the real property of a

744 |housing authority that is used to provide access to essential

745 |commercial goods and services under this chapter is exempt from

746 ad valorem taxes and special assessments.

747 Section 18. Paragraph (f) of subsection (1) of section

748 893.13, Florida Statutes, i1s amended to read:

749 893.13 Prohibited acts; penalties.—

750 (1)

751 (f) Except as authorized by this chapter, a person may not

752 sell, manufacture, or deliver, or possess with intent to sell,
753 manufacture, or deliver, a controlled substance in, on, or

754 |within 1,000 feet of the real property comprising a public

755 |housing facility at any time. As used in this section, the term
756 “real property comprising a public housing facility” means real
757 |property, as defined in s. 421.03(14) 423-03++2)}, of a public

758 corporation created as a housing authority pursuant to part I of

759 chapter 421. A person who violates this paragraph with respect
760 |to:

761 1. A controlled substance named or described in s.

762 1893.03(1) (a), (1) (b), (1)(d), (2)(a), (2)(b), or (2)(c)4.

763 |commits a felony of the first degree, punishable as provided in
764 |s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084.
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2. A controlled substance named or described in s.
893.03(1) (¢), (2)(c)1l., (2)(c)2., (2)(c)3., (2)(c)5., (2)(c)b.,
(2) (c)7., (2)(c)8., (2)(c)9., (3), or (4) commits a felony of
the second degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s.
775.083, or s. 775.084.

3. Any other controlled substance, except as lawfully sold,
manufactured, or delivered, must be sentenced to pay a $500 fine
and to serve 100 hours of public service in addition to any
other penalty prescribed by law.

Section 19. This act shall take effect July 1, 2015.

================= T ] TLE A MEDNDDMENT ================

And the title is amended as follows:
Delete everything before the enacting clause

and insert:

A bill to be entitled

An act relating to housing for low-income persons;
amending s. 421.02, F.S.; revising the legislative
declaration of necessity; amending s. 421.03, F.S.;
redefining terms; defining the terms “blighted” and
“essential commercial goods and services”; amending s.
421.04, F.S.; prohibiting a housing authority from
applying to the Federal Government to seize projects,
units, or vouchers of another established housing
authority; amending s. 421.05, F.S.; prohibiting
specified additional compensation for authority
commissioners; amending s. 421.06, F.S.; prohibiting

commissioners or employees from acquiring interests in
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794 certain commercial projects; requiring commissioners
795 or employees to disclose interests in commercial

796 projects under certain circumstances; amending s.

797 421.08, F.S.; revising the powers of an authority;

798 requiring that revenue received by a housing authority
799 from certain commercial projects be used for

800 affordable housing; conforming a cross-reference;

801 amending s. 421.09, F.S.; conforming a cross-

802 reference; amending s. 421.091, F.S.; requiring a full
803 financial accounting and audit of public housing

804 agencies to be submitted to the Federal Government

805 pursuant to certain requirements; exempting housing
806 authorities from specified reporting regquirements;

807 amending s. 421.21, F.S.; revising legislative intent;
808 creating s. 421.281, F.S.; creating consolidated

809 housing authorities subject to certain requirements
810 and restrictions; specifying the area of operation of
811 a consolidated housing authority; providing for the
812 appointment of commissioners subject to certain

813 requirements and restrictions; providing that a

814 majority of the commissioners constitutes a quorum;
815 specifying the powers and duties of a consolidated
816 housing authority and the commissioners thereof;

817 amending s. 421.32, F.S.; conforming provisions to

818 changes made by the act; conforming a cross-reference;
819 amending s. 421.321, F.S.; conforming provisions to
820 changes made by the act; amending s. 421.33, F.S.;

821 conforming provisions to changes made by the act;

822 amending s. 422.02, F.S.; providing a finding that
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823 there is a lack of access to certain essential
824 commercial goods and services; amending s. 422.04,
825 F.S.; authorizing state public bodies to provide or
826 cause to be provided commercial projects that allow
827 access to certain essential commercial goods and
828 services; amending s. 423.01, F.S.; providing a
829 finding that certain projects for the clearance of
830 blighted areas and access to essential commercial
831 goods and services are required; providing a finding
832 that facilities made available by housing authorities
833 to provide access to essential commercial goods and
834 services are a critical component for housing projects
835 and constitute a public use and governmental function;
836 providing a finding that certain property used to
837 provide access to essential commercial goods and
838 services 1s exclusively for public uses and municipal
839 purposes; amending s. 423.02, F.S.; providing that the
840 activities or property of a person who provides
841 essential commercial goods and services is not exempt
842 from certain taxes and special assessments; exempting
843 real property of a housing authority which is used to
844 provide access to essential commercial goods and
845 services from ad valorem taxes and special
846 assessments; amending s. 893.13, F.S.; conforming a
847 cross-reference; providing an effective date.
848
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