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HB 541 2015

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to athletic trainers; amending s.
468.70, F.S.; revising legislative intent; amending s.
468.701, F.S.; revising definitions; amending s.
468.705, F.S.; deleting the Board of Athletic
Training's authorization to adopt certain rules;
amending s. 468.707, F.S.; requiring certain
applicants for licensure to submit fingerprints;
revising requirements for licensure; amending s.
468.709, F.S.; deleting the requirement for the board
to establish an examination fee; amending s. 468.711,
F.S.; revising continuing education requirements for
license renewal; amending s. 468.713, F.S.; revising
responsibilities of athletic trainers to include
requirement that trainer must practice under the
direction of a physician; amending s. 468.715, F.S.;
prohibiting sexual misconduct by an athletic trainer;
amending s. 468.717, F.S.; prohibiting unlicensed
persons from practicing athletic training or
representing themselves as an athletic trainer;
prohibiting an unlicensed person from using specified
titles; amending s. 468.719, F.S.; revising grounds
for disciplinary action; amending s. 468.723, F.S.;

providing exemptions; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
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53 aEhtetie—aetivity-
54 (1)44)> "Athletic trainer" means a person licensed under

55| this part who has met the requirements under this part,

56| dincluding education requirements as set forth by the Commission

57 on Accreditation of Athletic Training Education or its successor

58 and necessary credentials from the Board of Certification. An

59| individual who is licensed as an athletic trainer may not

60| provide, offer to provide, or represent that he or she is

61| qualified to provide any care or services that he or she lacks

62 the education, training, or experience to provide, or that he or

63| she is otherwise prohibited by law from providing.

64 (2)45)> "Athletic training" means service and care provided

65| by an athletic trainer under the direction of a physician

66| licensed as specified in s. 468.713. Such service and care

67 includes, but is not limited to, the prevention, recognition,

68 evaluation, management, disposition, treatment, or

69| rehabilitation of a physically active person who sustained an

70 injury, illness, or other condition while involved in exercise,

71 sport, recreation, or another physical activity. For the

72 provision of such care and services, an athletic trainer may use

73| physical modalities, including, but not limited to, heat, light,

74 sound, cold, electricity, and mechanical devices £he

75| reeogrition;—prevention,—and—treatmentof athletie injuries.
76 (3)46)> "Board" means the Board of Athletic Training.
77 (4)4++H- "Board of Certification" means the nationally

78 accredited certifying body for athletic trainers or its
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8 " " h f 1lth
(5) Department" means the Department of Health.
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Section 3. Section 468.705, Florida Statutes,

to read:
468.705
adopt rules pursuant to ss. 120.536(1)
provisions of this part conferring duties upon it. The
provisions of s. 456.011(5)
Such rules shall include, but not be limited to,

scope of practice regarding the use of equipment,

is amended

Rulemaking authority.—The board is authorized to

and 120.54 to implement

shall apply to the board's activity.
the allowable

procedures,

ar
Hh

and medication;+ reguirements—for—a

athtetie—trainer and asupervisingphysieiansy licensure
requirements;+ licensure examination;y continuing education
requirements;y fees;+ recordsy and reports to be filed by

licensees;+ protocols;+ and any other requirements necessary to

regulate the practice of athletic training.

Section 4. Section 468.707, Florida Statutes,
to read:

468.707

Licensure by examinations

desiring to be licensed as an athletic trainer shall apply to
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105 the department on a form approved by the department. An

106 applicant shall also provide records or other evidence, as

107 determined by the board, to prove he or she has met the

108| requirements of this section. The department shall license each

109| applicant who:
110 (1) Has completed the application form and remitted the
111| required fees.

112 (2) For a person who applies on or after July 1, 2015, has

113| submitted to the department a set of fingerprints on a form

114| pursuant to procedures established by the department and

115| submitted payment in an amount equal to the cost incurred by the

116| department for a criminal background check of the applicant. The

117| board may require a similar fingerprinting and background check

118| for an applicant whose license has expired or who is undergoing

119| disciplinary action Fs—atIteast 2t —years—of—age.

120 (3) Has obtained a baccalaureate degree or higher from a

121 college or university accredited by the Commission on

122| Accreditation of Athletic Training Education or its successor or

123 an accrediting agency recognized and approved by the United
124 States Department of Education or the Commission on Recognition
125 of Postsecondary Accreditation, approved by the board, or

126| recognized by the Board of Certification, and has passed the

127 national examination to be certified by the Board of

128 Certification.

129 (4) If graduated before after 2004, has a current
130 credential from has—eceomplteted—an—approved—athletice training
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131 cgrrieutumfrom o ecollegeor university aeceredited by o program
132| <reecognizedby the Board of Certification.
133 (5) Has current certification in both cardiopulmonary

134| eardieovasevtar—pulmenary resuscitation and the use of an

135| automated external defibrillator set forth in the continuing

136| education requirements withan auvtomated externatl defibritiater

137| f£rem—the American Red Creoss—or—the AmericanHeart Asseeciations

138| er—an—eguivatent—eertifieation as determined by the board

139| pursuant to s. 468.711.

140 (6) Has completed any other requirements as determined by

141 the department and approved by the board passed—the examination

142 ENEA AP MPNE S DI B i BN I SN TS 2 RAanrA £ Oeort a3 £1 "ot 2~
TTITCr ) | WP Eiy U Ei S S WL W & LJ_Y T 10T 1T g C LT C T T T CTTOCITUITT «
143 Section 5. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section

144 468.709, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

145 468.709 Fees.—

146 (1) The board shall, by rule, establish fees for the
147 following purposes:

148 o—Anexamination fee, not—fto—-exceed—$200<

149 Section 6. Subsection (2) of section 468.711, Florida

150 Statutes, 1is amended to read:

151 468.711 Renewal of license; continuing education.—

152 (2) The board may, by rule, prescribe continuing education

153 requirements, not to exceed 24 hours biennially. The criteria

154 for continuing education shall be approved by the board and must

155 include a current certification eertifieate in both

156 cardiopulmonary eardievaseuwtarputmonary resuscitation and the

H
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157 use of with an automated external defibrillator as set forth in

158 the continuing education requirements from—the American Red
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160| +*£¥raining as determined by the board.

1ol Section 7. Section 468.713, Florida Statutes, 1s amended
162 to read:

163 468.713 Responsibilities of athletic trainers.—An athletic
164 trainer shall practice under the direction of within o written

165| pretecol—established betweenthe athletie trainer—and a
166| suvpervising physician licensed under chapter 458, chapter 459,
167 chapter 460, or otherwise authorized by Florida law to practice

168| medicine. The physician shall communicate his or her direction

169 through advice, referral, oral or written prescription, or

170| protocols as deemed appropriate by the physician for the

171| provision of services and care by the athletic trainer. An

172 athletic trainer shall provide service or care in the manner

173 dictated by the communicating physician er—at—anathtetie

174 ~zoant Nitraliant  + Ad vt o n Frarm N PRSI B 2N 1 ceonacna 12~
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179 Section 8. Section 468.715, Florida Statutes, 1s amended
180 to read:
181 468.715 Sexual misconduct.—The athletic trainer-client

182 trainer—athtete relationship is founded on mutual trust. Sexuvat
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189 treagtment—of—+theathleter Sexual misconduct in the practice of

190| athletic training is prohibited under s. 456.063.

191 Section 9. Subsections (1) and (5) of section 468.717,
192 Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

193 468.717 Violations and penalties.—Each of the following
194| acts constitutes a misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable
195| as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083:

196 (1) Practicing athletic training, representing oneself as

197 an athletic trainer, or providing athletic trainer services to a

198 client without being licensed under this part Praectieing

-

199 athtetie—training for compensation—withoutheolding an—aective
200 Heense—urnder—this—pare.
201 (5) Using the title "athletic trainer" or "licensed

202 athletic trainer," the abbreviation "AT" or "LAT," or a similar

203 title or abbreviation that suggests licensure as an athletic

204 trainer without being licensed under this part.
205 Section 10. Subsection (1) of section 468.719, Florida

2006 Statutes, 1is amended to read:

207 468.719 Disciplinary actions.—
208 (1) The following acts constitute grounds for denial of a
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license or disciplinary action, as specified in s. 456.072(2):

(a)4)r Committing incompetency or misconduct in the

practice of athletic training.
(b)4e> Committing fraud or deceit in the practice of

athletic training.

(c)4d Committing negligence,

gross negligence, or

repeated negligence in the practice of athletic training.

(d) ey White proetieing athletie trainingy Being unable to
practice athletic training with reasonable skill and safety
because of a mental or physical condition or te—athtetes by

reaseon—of 1llness, or the use of alcohol, e¥ controlled

substances, or any other substance that impairs one's ability to

practice drugs—er—as—aresutt—eof anyv mental—or physicat
conditien.
(e)4+£r Violating any provision of this chapter or chapter

456, or any rules adopted pursuant thereto.

Section 11. Section 468.723, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

468.723 Exemptions.—This part does not prevent or
restrict:

(1) A person licensed in this state under another chapter
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235 from engaging in the practice for which he or she is licensed

236 and FThe—professieorat practice-of o 1icensceof +the department
237| whe—4s acting within the scope of such practice.

238 (2) An athletic training student acting under the direct

239| supervision of a licensed athletic trainer. For purposes of this

240 subsection, "direct supervision" means the physical presence of

241 an athletic trainer so that the athletic trainer is immediately

242 available to the athletic training student and able to intervene

243| on behalf of the athletic training student in accordance with

244 the standards set forth by the Commission on Accreditation of

245| Athletic Training Education or its successor.

246 (3) A person from administering standard first aid

247 treatment to a client am—-athtete.

248 (4) A person authorized to practice athletic training in

249 another state when such person is employed by or a volunteer for

250 an out-of-state secondary or postsecondary educational

251 institution, or a recreational, competitive, or professional

252 organization that is temporarily present in this state A—persen

253 HHeensed—under—chapter 548—provided suech person—is—acting
254 | withinthe scope—ofsuehticense.
255 (5) A person providing personal training instruction for

256| exercise, aerobics, or weightlifting, if the person does not

257 represent himself or herself as an athletic trainer or as able

258 to provide "athletic trainer" services and if any recognition or
259 treatment of injuries is limited to the provision of first aid.

260 (6) Third party payors from reimbursing employers of
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261 athletic trainers for covered services rendered by a licensed

262 athletic trainer.

263 Section 12. This act shall take effect July 1, 2015.
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