=

R O W 0 J o O b W ND -

Florida Senate - 2015 SENATOR AMENDMENT
Bill No. CS/SB 602, 1lst Eng.

|ONAWN ===

LEGISLATIVE ACTION

Senate . House

Floor: 1/AD/RM
04/29/2015 02:52 PM

Senator Gaetz moved the following:

Senate Amendment to House Amendment (103497) (with title

amendment)

Delete lines 5 - 833
and insert:

Section 1. Subsections (2), (4), (5), (6), and (9) of
section 446.021, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

446.021 Definitions of terms used in ss. 446.011-446.092.—
As used in ss. 446.011-446.092, the term:

(2) “Apprentice” means a person at least 16 years of age

who is engaged in learning a recognized skilled trade through
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actual work experience under the supervision of journeyworker

Jeouvraeymen craftsmen, which training should be combined with
properly coordinated studies of related technical and
supplementary subjects, and who has entered into a written
agreement, which may be cited as an apprentice agreement, with a
registered apprenticeship sponsor who may be either an employer,
an association of employers, or a local joint apprenticeship
committee.

(4) “Journeyworker” “Jeurpeyman’™ means a worker who has

attained certain skills, abilities, and competencies and who is

recognized within an industry as having mastered the skills and

competencies required for the occupation, including, but not

limited to, attainment of a nationally recognized industry

certification. The term includes a mentor, technician,

specialist, or other skilled worker who has documented

sufficient skills and knowledge of an occupation, through formal

apprenticeship, attainment of a nationally recognized industry

certification, or through practical, on-the-job experience or

formal training a—person—workingin on apprenticcableocecupation

(5) “Preapprenticeship program” means an organized course

of instruction, including, but not limited to, industry

certifications identified under s. 1008.44, in the public school

system or elsewhere, which course is designed to prepare a
person 16 years of age or older to become an apprentice and

which course is approved by and registered with the department
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and sponsored by a registered apprenticeship program.
(6) “Apprenticeship program” means an organized course of

instruction, including, but not limited to, industry

certifications identified under s. 1008.44, registered and

approved by the department, which course shall contain all terms
and conditions for the qualifications, recruitment, selection,
employment, and training of apprentices including such matters
as the requirements for a written apprenticeship agreement.

(9) “Related instruction” means an organized and systematic
form of instruction designed to provide the apprentice with

knowledge of the theoretical and technical subjects related to a

specific trade or occupation. Such instruction may be given in a

classroom, through occupational or industrial courses, or by

correspondence courses of equivalent value, including electronic

media or other forms of self-study instruction approved by the

department.

Section 2. Section 446.032, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

446.032 General duties of the department for apprenticeship
training.—The department shall:

(1) Establish uniform minimum standards and policies
governing apprentice programs and agreements. The standards and
policies shall govern the terms and conditions of the
apprentice’s employment and training, including the quality
training of the apprentice for, but not limited to, such matters

as ratios of apprentices to journeyworkers Jeurmeymen, safety,

related instruction, and on-the-job training; but these
standards and policies may not include rules, standards, or

guidelines that require the use of apprentices and job trainees
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on state, county, or municipal contracts. The department may
adopt rules necessary to administer the standards and policies.

(2) Establish procedures to be used by the State
Apprenticeship Advisory Council.

(3) Collaborate with the Department of Economic Opportunity

to identify, develop, and register apprenticeship programs that

are aligned with statewide demand for a skilled labor force in

high-demand occupations and with regional workforce needs.

Beginning in the 2015-2016 fiscal year, the department shall

annually, by December 31, submit an accountability report, which

must include information related to program usage, student

demographics and performance outcomes, and program requirements

for the existing apprenticeship and preapprenticeship programs

and the development of new programs. The report must include

regional information about program and student performance

outcomes. The report must be submitted to the Governor, the

President of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of

Representatives, and the Higher Education Coordinating Council.

(4) Post on its Internet website information regarding

apprenticeship programs, which must, at a minimum, include:

(a) Program admission requirements;

(b) Program standards and training requirements; and

(c) A summary of program and student performance outcomes.

Section 3. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of section
446.045, Florida Statutes, i1s amended to read:

446.045 State Apprenticeship Advisory Council.—

(2)

(b) The Commissioner of Education or the commissioner’s

designee shall serve ex officio as chair of the State
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99 |Apprenticeship Advisory Council, but may not vote. The state
100 director of the Office of Apprenticeship of the United States
101 |Department of Labor shall serve ex officio as a nonvoting member
102 |of the council. The Governor shall appoint to the council four
103 |members representing employee organizations and four members
104 representing employer organizations. Each of these eight members
105 shall represent industries that have registered apprenticeship
106 |programs. The Governor shall also appoint two public members who
107 are knowledgeable about registered apprenticeship and
108 apprenticeable occupations, who are independent of any joint or

109 |nonjoint organization ere—ef—whom—shall-berecommended—lbyJoint

llo rerarnad oot 0 Ao o A n £ yheom o171 W ransAamman Al
O ootz c oSy ot OO —wioitt Sttt o CCommciac

111 erganizatieons. Members shall be appointed for 4-year staggered
112 terms. A vacancy shall be filled for the remainder of the

113 |unexpired term.

114 Section 4. Subsections (5) and (6) are added to section

115 446.052, Florida Statutes, to read:

116 446.052 Preapprenticeship program.—

117 (5) The department shall collaborate with the Department of

118 Economic Opportunity to identify, develop, and register

119 |preapprenticeship programs that are aligned with statewide

120 demand for a skilled labor force in high-demand occupations and

121 |with regional workforce needs. Beginning in the 2015-2016 fiscal

122 year, the department shall annually, by December 31, submit an

123 |accountability report, which must include information related to

124 |program usage, student demographics and performance outcomes,

125 and program requirements for the existing apprenticeship and

126 |preapprenticeship programs and the development of new programs.

127 The report must include regional information about program and
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student performance outcomes. The report must be submitted to

the Governor, the President of the Senate, the Speaker of the

House of Representatives, and the Higher Education Coordinating

Council.

(6) The department shall post on its Internet website

information regarding preapprenticeship programs, which must, at

a minimum, include:

(a) Program admission requirements;

(b) Program standards and training requirements; and

(c) A summary of program and student performance outcomes.

Section 5. Preapprenticeship and apprenticeship operational

report.— (1) By December 31, 2015, the Department of Education,

in collaboration with the Department of Economic Opportunity and

CareerSource Florida, Inc., shall submit an operational report

to the Governor, the President of the Senate, the Speaker of the

House of Representatives, and the Higher Education Coordinating

Council providing:

(a) A summary of the activities and coordination between

the two agencies to identify, develop, register, and administer

preapprenticeship and apprenticeship programs over the last 5

years.

(b) The strategies employed by the two agencies to engage

school districts, Florida College System institutions, technical

centers, businesses, and other stakeholders as partners in the

workforce system to expand employment opportunities for

individuals, including, but not limited to, those individuals

with unique abilities, which must include work-based learning

experiences, such as preapprenticeships and apprenticeships.

(c) Recommendations to maximize the resources of the two

Page 6 of 96
4/29/2015 10:25:49 AM ED.1.04792




157
158
159
160
161
162
163
164
165
166
167
168
169
170
171
172
173
174
175
176
177
178
179
180
181
182
183
184
185

Florida Senate - 2015 SENATOR AMENDMENT
Bill No. CS/SB 602, 1lst Eng.

|ONAWN ===

agencies to gain efficiency in program development,

administration, and funding and make program governance changes

to improve the delivery and management of preapprenticeship and

apprenticeship programs based on workforce demands. These

recommendations must take into account federal resources and

must include any necessary or suggested changes to the programs

ensuing from implementation of the Workforce Innovation and

Opportunity Act of 2014 and related regulations.

(d) Recommendations and strategies for the two agencies to

communicate effectively with employers in this state and ensure

that employers have access to information and consultative

services, at no cost to the employers, regarding sponsorship of

demand-driven, registered preapprenticeship and apprenticeship

programs and information about the availability of program

students for employment.

(e) An evaluation of the feasibility of linking or

incorporating, and of the resources necessary to link or

incorporate, the Department of Education’s website information

on preapprenticeship and apprenticeship programs with the

Department of Economic Opportunity and CareerSource Florida,

Inc., workforce information system required under chapter 445,

Florida Statutes.

(2) This section expires on July 1, 2016.

Section 6. Subsection (4) is added to section 446.081,
Florida Statutes, to read:

446.081 Limitation.—

(4) Nothing in ss. 446.011-446.092 or the implementing

rules in these sections shall operate to invalidate any special

provision for veterans, minority persons, or women in the
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standards, qualifications, or operation of the apprenticeship

program or in the apprenticeship agreement which is not

otherwise prohibited by law, executive order, or authorized

regulation.

Section 7. Section 446.091, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to
read:

446.091 On-the-job training program.—All provisions of ss.
446.011-446.092 relating to apprenticeship and
preapprenticeship, including, but not limited to, programs,
agreements, standards, administration, procedures, definitions,
expenditures, local committees, powers and duties, limitations,
grievances, and ratios of apprentices and Jjob trainees to

journeyworkers Jewrmeymen on state, county, and municipal

contracts, shall be appropriately adapted and made applicable to
a program of on-the-job training authorized under those
provisions for persons other than apprentices.

Section 8. Section 446.092, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

446.092 Criteria for apprenticeship occupations.—An
apprenticeable occupation is a skilled trade which possesses all
of the following characteristics:

(1) It is customarily learned in a practical way through a
structured, systematic program of on-the-job, supervised
training.

(2) It is clearly identified and commonly recognized

throughout an #he industry, and may be associated with a

nationally recognized industry certification er—recognized—with

(3) It involves manual, mechanical, or technical skills and
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knowledge which, in accordance with the industry standard for

the occupation, require a minimum of 2,000 hours of on-the-job

work—and training,

which hours are excluded from the time spent

at related instruction.

(4) It requires related instruction to
job training. Such instruction may be given

through occupational or industrial courses,

correspondence courses of equivalent value,

supplement on-the-
in a classroom,
or through

including electronic

media or other forms of self-study instruction approved by the

department.
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Section 9. Section 1001.92, Florida Statutes, is created to

read:

1001.92 State University System Performance-Based

Incentive.—

(1) The State University System Performance-Based Incentive

must be based on indicators of institutional attainment of

The

performance metrics adopted by the Board of Governors.

performance-based funding metrics must include metrics that

measure graduation and retention rates; degree production;
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244 affordability; postgraduation employment, salaries, or further

245 education; student loan default rates; access; and any other

246 |metrics approved by the board.

247 (2) The Board of Governors shall evaluate the institutions’

248 performance on the metrics based on benchmarks adopted by the

249 board which measure the achievement of institutional excellence

250 or improvement. The amount of funds available for allocation to

251 the institutions each fiscal year based on the performance

252 | funding model is composed of the state investment in performance

253 | funding, plus an institutional investment consisting of funds to

254 |be redistributed from the base funding of the State University

255 System, as determined in the General Appropriations Act. The

256 state investment shall be distributed in accordance with the

257 |performance funding model. The institutional investment shall be

258 restored for all institutions that meet the board’s minimum

259 |performance threshold under the performance funding model. An

260 institution that is one of the bottom three institutions is not

261 |eligible for the state investment. An institution that fails to

262 |meet the board’s minimum performance funding threshold is not

263 eligible for the state investment, shall have a portion of its

264 institutional investment withheld, and shall submit an

265 improvement plan to the board which specifies the activities and

266 strategies for improving the institution’s performance. The

267 board shall review the improvement plan, and if approved,

268 |monitor the institution’s progress in implementing the

269 J|activities and strategies specified in the improvement plan. The

270 |Chancellor of the State University System shall withhold

271 disbursement of the institutional investment until such time as

272 the monitoring report for the institution is approved by the
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273 |board. Any institution that fails to make satisfactory progress

274 |may not have its full institutional investment restored. If all

275 funds are not restored, any remaining funds shall be

276 |redistributed to the top three scorers in accordance with the

277 |board’s performance funding model. The ability of an institution

278 to submit an improvement plan to the board is limited to 1

279 fiscal year. If an institution subject to an improvement plan

280 fails to meet the board’s minimum performance funding threshold

281 |during any future fiscal year, the institution’s institutional

282 investment will be withheld by the board and redistributed to

283 |the top three scorers in accordance with the board’s performance

284 funding model.

285 (3) By October 1 of each year, the Board of Governors shall
286 submit to the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the

287 Speaker of the House of Representatives a report on the previous

288 year’s performance funding allocation which reflects the

289 |rankings and award distributions.

290 (4) The Board of Governors shall adopt a regulation to

291 implement this section.
292 Section 10. Section 1002.385, Florida Statutes, is amended
293 to read:

294 1002.385 Florida personal learning scholarship accounts.—
295 (1) ESTABLISHMENT OF PROGRAM.—The Florida Personal Learning
296 Scholarship Accounts Program is established to provide the

297 option for a parent to better meet the individual educational
298 |needs of his or her eligible child.

299 (2) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section, the term:

300 (a) “Approved provider” means a provider approved by the

301 |Agency for Persons with Disabilities, a health care practitioner
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as defined in s. 456.001(4), or a provider approved by the

department pursuant to s. 1002.66. The term also includes

providers outside this state which are subject to similar

regulation or approval requirements.

(b) “Curriculum” means a complete course of study for a
particular content area or grade level, including any required
supplemental materials.

(c) “Department” means the Department of Education.

(d) “Disability” means, for a 3- or 4-year-old child or for

a student in kindergarten to grade 12, autism spectrum disorder,

as defined in the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental

Disorders, Fifth Edition—as—defined—ins-—393-063(3); cerebral

palsy, as defined in s. 393.063(4); Down syndrome, as defined in
s. 393.063(13); an intellectual disability, as defined in s.
393.063(21); Prader-Willi syndrome, as defined in s.
393.063(25); or spina bifida, as defined in s. 393.063(36); for
a student in kindergarten, being a high-risk child, as defined

in s. 393.063(20) (a); muscular dystrophy; and Williams syndrome.

(e) “Eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization”

or “organization” means a nonprofit scholarship-funding

organization that is approved pursuant to s. 1002.395(2) (f). The

organization must have a copy of its annual operational audit

provided to the Commissioner of Education as required by this

section has—the same meaning as—3n—Ss—1+002-3085.

(f) “Eligible postsecondary educational institution” means
a Florida College System institution;+ a state university;+ a
school district technical center;+ a school district adult

general education center; an independent college or university

that is eligible to participate in the William L. Boyd, IV,
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Florida Resident Access Grant Program under s. 1009.89;+ or an

accredited independent nmenpubltie postsecondary educational

institution, as defined in s. 1005.02, which is licensed to
operate in the state pursuant to requirements specified in part
IIT of chapter 1005.

(g) “Eligible private school” means a private school, as
defined in s. 1002.01, which is located in this state, which
offers an education to students in any grade from kindergarten
to grade 12, and which meets the requirements of:

1. Sections 1002.42 and 1002.421; and

2. A scholarship program under s. 1002.39 or s. 1002.395+

SN A 2 AN 1 £ + 1 L tra anh NS AN VY S P IS NENE NP TR B =S
oo appPpTrTrCaTCy T S pPp T vatrte—SCnoOTr—pPatrT T CTrPpatSS T
arnh Al avalhaan v~y aan AN o 1002 20 r o 1002 208
SCHOTra ST PTOoOgTait—oiaCTET—S TOUOUZ e O OoTr—S TOUZ T OT9 .

(h) “IEP” means individual education plan.

(1) “Parent” means a resident of this state who is a
parent, as defined in s. 1000.21.

(J) “Program” means the Florida Personal Learning
Scholarship Accounts Program established in this section.

(3) PROGRAM ELIGIBILITY.—A parent of a student with a
disability may request and receive from the state a Florida
personal learning scholarship account for the purposes specified
in subsection (5) if:

(a) The student:

1. Is a resident of this state;

2. Is or will be 3 or 4 years old on or before September 1

of the year in which the student applies for program

participation, or is eligible to enroll in kindergarten through

grade 12 in a public school in this state;

3. Has a disability as defined in paragraph (2) (d); and
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4. Is the subject of an IEP written in accordance with
rules of the State Board of Education or has received a

il A~ o
[ LW ¥ W [\ WP W U S W

diagnosis of a disability as—defined—in

physician who is licensed under chapter 458 or

psychologist who is licensed under chapter 490 in—this state.

the

(b) Beginning January 2015, and each year thereafter,

following application deadlines and guidelines are met:

1. The parent of a student seeking program renewal must

submit a completed application to an organization for renewal by

February 1 before the school year in which the student wishes to

participate.

2. The parent of a student seeking initial approval to

participate in the

program must submit a completed application

to an organization

by June 30 before the school year in which

the student wishes

to participate.

3. The parent

of a student seeking approval to participate

in the program who

does not comply with the requirements of

subparagraph 1. or

subparagraph 2. may late file a completed

application by August 15 before the school year in which the

student wishes to participate.

4. A parent must submit final verification to the

organization before the organization opens a personal learning

scholarship account for the student.

The final verification must

consist of only the following items that apply to the student:

a. A completed withdrawal form from the school district if

the student was enrolled in a public school before the

determination of program eligibility;

b. A letter of admission or enrollment from an eligible

private school for

the school year in which the student wishes

4/29/2015 10:25:49
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c. A copy of the notice of the parent’s intent to establish

to participate;

and maintain a home education program required by s.

1002.41(1) (a),

or a copy of the district school superintendent’s

review of the annual educational evaluation of the student in a
1002.41(2); or

d. A copy of notification from a private school that the

home education program required by s.

student has withdrawn from the John M. McKay Scholarships for

Students with Disabilities Program or the Florida Tax Credit

Scholarship Program.

5. A parent’s completed application and final verification

submitted pursuant to this paragraph theparent—hasappltied—+to

!
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reguest must be communicated directly to the organization in a

manner that creates a written or electronic record including ef

the—reqguest—and the date of receipt ef—+thereguest. The
organization shall notify the district and the department of the

parent’s intent upon receipt of the parent’s completed

application and final verification ¥egwest. The completed

application must include, but is not limited to, an application;

required documentation and forms; an initial or revised matrix

of services, if requested; and any additional information or

documentation required by the organization or by State Board of

Education rule.

(4) PROGRAM PROHIBITIONS.—

(a) A student is not eligible for the program while he or
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1. Enrolled in a public school, including, but not limited

to, the Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind; the Florida

she is:

Virtual School; the College-Preparatory Boarding Academy; a
developmental research school authorized under s. 1002.32; a
charter school authorized under s. 1002.33, s. 1002.331, or s.
1002.332; or a virtual education program authorized under s.
1002.45;

2. Enrolled in the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education

Program authorized under part V of this chapter;

3. Enrolled in a school operating for the purpose of
providing educational services to youth in the Department of
Juvenile Justice commitment programs;

4.3+ Receiving a scholarship pursuant to the Florida Tax
Credit Scholarship Program under s. 1002.395 or the John M.
McKay Scholarships for Students with Disabilities Program under
s. 1002.39; or

5.4~ Receiving any other educational scholarship pursuant

to this chapter.

For purposes of subparagraph 1., a 3- or 4-year-old child who

receives services that are funded through the Florida Education

Finance Program is considered to be a student enrolled in a

public school.

(b) A student is not eligible for the program if:

1. The student or student’s parent has accepted any
payment, refund, or rebate, in any manner, from a provider of
any services received pursuant to subsection (5);

2. The student’s participation in the program, or receipt
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or expenditure of program funds, has been denied or revoked by

the commissioner eofFEduecation pursuvant—teosubseetion—{+06),; oFr

3. The student’s parent has forfeited participation in the
program for failure to comply with requirements pursuant to

subsection (11); or

4. The student’s application for program eligibility has

been denied by an organization.

(5) AUTHORIZED USES OF PROGRAM FUNDS.—Program funds may be

spent if used to support the student’s educational needs, for

the following purposes:

(a) Instructional materials, including digital devices,
digital periphery devices, and assistive technology devices that
allow a student to access instruction or instructional content

and training on the use of and maintenance agreements for these

devices.

(b) Curriculum as defined in paragraph (2) (b).

(c) Specialized services by approved providers that are
selected by the parent. These specialized services may include,
but are not limited to:

1. Applied behavior analysis services as provided in ss.
627.6686 and 641.31098.

2. Services provided by speech-language pathologists as
defined in s. 468.1125.

3. Occupational therapy services as defined in s. 468.203.

4. Services provided by physical therapists as defined in
s. 486.021.

5. Services provided by listening and spoken language
specialists and an appropriate acoustical environment for a

child who is deaf or hard of hearing and who has received an
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implant or assistive hearing device.

Specialized services outside this state are authorized under

this paragraph if the services are subject to similar regulation

or approval requirements.

(d) Enrollment in, or tuition or fees associated with
enrollment in, an eligible private school, an eligible

postsecondary educational institution or a program offered by

the institution, a private tutoring program authorized under s.

1002.43, a virtual program offered by a department-approved
private online provider that meets the provider qualifications
specified in s. 1002.45(2) (a), the Florida Virtual School as a
private paying student, or an approved online course offered
pursuant to s. 1003.499 or s. 1004.0961.

(e) Fees for nationally standardized, norm-referenced
achievement tests, Advanced Placement Examinations, industry
certification examinations, assessments related to postsecondary
education, or other assessments.

(f) Contributions to the Stanley G. Tate Florida Prepaid
College Program pursuant to s. 1009.98 or the Florida College

Savings Program pursuant to s. 1009.981, for the benefit of the

eligible student. The Florida Prepaid College Board shall, by

the dates specified in ss. 1009.98 and 1009.981, create and have

effective procedures to allow program funds to be used in

conjunction with other funds used by the parent in the purchase

of a prepaid college plan or a college savings plan; require

program funds to be tracked and accounted for separately from

other funds contributed to a prepaid college plan or a college

savings plan; require program funds and associated interest to
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be reverted as specified in this section; and require program

funds to be used only after private payments have been used for

prepaid college plan or college savings plan expenditures. The

organization shall enter into a contract with the Florida

Prepaid College Board to enable the board to establish

mechanisms to implement this section, including, but not limited

to, identifying the source of funds being deposited in these

plans. A qualified or designated beneficiary may not be changed

while these plans contain funds contributed from this section.

(g) Contracted services provided by a public school or
school district, including classes. A student who receives
services under a contract under this paragraph is not considered
enrolled in a public school for eligibility purposes as
specified in subsection (4).

(h) Tuition and fees for part-time tutoring services

provided by a person who holds a valid Florida educator’s

certificate pursuant to s. 1012.56; a person who holds an

adjunct teaching certificate pursuant to s. 1012.57; or a person

who has demonstrated a mastery of subject area knowledge

pursuant to s. 1012.56(5). The term “part-time tutoring

services” as used in this paragraph does not meet the definition

of the term “regular school attendance” in s. 1003.01(13) (e).

i) Fees for specialized summer education programs.

Fees for specialized after-school education programs.

Transition services provided by job coaches.

(1)
(J)
(k)
(1)

Fees for an annual evaluation of educational progress

by a state-certified teacher, if this option is chosen for a

home education student pursuant to s. 1002.41(1) (c)1.
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A specialized service provider, eligible private school,

eligible postsecondary educational institution, private tutoring

program provider, online or virtual program provider, public

school, school district, or other entity receiving payments

pursuant to this subsection may not share, refund, or rebate any
moneys from the Florida personal learning scholarship account
with the parent or participating student in any manner.

(6) TERM OF THE PROGRAM.—For purposes of continuity of
educational choice and program integrity:+

(a)

organization for a personal learning scholarship account under

The program payments made by the state to an

this section shall continue remain—3in—Ffeoree until the parent

does not renew program eligibility; the organization determines

a student is not eligible for program renewal; the commissioner

denies, suspends, or revokes program participation or use of
funds; or a student enrolls in partieipating—in—the progrom
PP S R I P S P IE T NP £+ 1] AP SN T SN T S [N S g i S NP SN I~ HPSNP I TN
t/L/LJ_ L.,_L\_/_Lt/uk.,\_as) LI L/LJ.J._Y e T t/J_UJ.L_LL/_LL.,\_,\.A. oo C IV ITTTCTITO »_)J:/\_,\_/_I_J__I_\_,\_A. [ S
ISEEN AW | n ( 4\ haoao £ Ao »axzAal d by +h Comma oo EEWNE £

O oo T T TCTIUIT \ I/ 7 TTTOS OIS 1T OV OINT D LJ_Y T CUITHIT IO O TUTTICT T L
Edueationpursvant—+teo subsection {0 +retuvras—+te a public

school or in the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program,

graduates from high school, or attains 22 years of age,

whichever

11l
p oy

£ + 1 Nracram /! o
[ S N i PTrogTatt S

q

(b)
account are authorized until a student’s personal learning

(c) .

A student’s personal learning scholarship account shall

Program expenditures by the parent from the program

scholarship account is closed pursuant to paragraph

(c)
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be closed, and any remaining funds, including accrued interest

or contributions made using program funds pursuant to paragraph

(5) (f), shall revert to the state upon:

1. The eligible student no longer being enrolled in an

eligible postsecondary educational institution or a program

offered by the institution;

2. Denial or revocation of program eligibility by the

commissioner;

3. Denial of program application by an organization; or

4. After any period of 4 consecutive years after high

school completion or graduation in which the student is not

enrolled in an eligible postsecondary educational institution or

a program offered by the institution.

The commissioner must notify the parent and organization of any

reversion determination.

(7) SCHOOL DISTRICT OBLIGATIONS; PARENTAL OPTIONS.—

(a)l. For a student with a disability who does not have a

matrix of services under s. 1011.62(1) (e), or who wants a

revised matrix of services, and for whom the parent requests a

new or revised matrix of services, the school district must

complete a matrix that assigns the student to one of the levels
of service as they existed before the 2000-2001 school year.
2.a. Within 10 calendar seheeot days after a school district
receives notification of a parent’s request for completion of a
matrix of services, the school district must notify the
student’s parent if the matrix of services has not been
completed and inform the parent that the district is required to

complete the matrix within 30 days after receiving notice of the

Page 21 of 96
4/29/2015 10:25:49 AM ED.1.04792




Florida Senate - 2015 SENATOR AMENDMENT
Bill No. CS/SB 602, 1lst Eng.

|ONAWN ===

592 |parent’s request for the matrix of services. This notice must
593 include the required completion date for the matrix.

594 b. The school district shall complete the matrix of

595 services for a student whose parent has made a request. The

596 |school district must provide the student’s parent, the

597 organization, and the department with the student’s matrix level
598 |within 10 calendar seheeot days after its completion.

599 c. The department shall notify the parent and the eligibite
600 |rponprofitsecheotarship—funding organization of the amount of the

601 | funds awarded within 10 days after receiving the school

602 district’s notification of the student’s matrix level.
603 d. A school district may change a matrix of services only
604 if the change is to correct a technical, typographical, or

605 calculation error, except that a parent may annually request a

606 |matrix reevaluation for each student participating in the

607 |program pursuant to paragraph (12) (h).

608 (b) For each student participating in the program who

609 chooses to participate in statewide, standardized assessments
610 under s. 1008.22 or the Florida Alternate Assessment, the school
611 district in which the student resides must notify the student
612 and his or her parent about the locations and times to take all

613 statewide, standardized assessments.

614 +{er—For—each student participatingin—the program—a schoot
615 dHstriet—shatt—reotifvythe parent—about—the avaitabitityeof—=

616 reevatdationr at—teasStevery—3—vears

617 (8) PRIVATE SCHOOL ELIGIBILITY AND OBLIGATIONS.—An eligible

618 |private school may be sectarian or nonsectarian and shall:

619 (a) Comply with all requirements for private schools

620 |participating in state school choice scholarship programs
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pursuant to s. 1002.421. To participate in the program, a

private school must submit to the department a notification for

eligibility to participate in its application for the John M.

McKay Scholarships for Students with Disabilities and Florida

Tax Credit Scholarship programs identified in ss. 1002.39 and
1002.395.

(b) Provide to the department and etigible nonprofit

sehotlarship—funding organization, upon request, all
documentation required for the student’s participation,
including the private school’s and student’s fee schedules.

(c) Be academically accountable to the parent for meeting
the educational needs of the student by:

1. At a minimum, annually providing to the parent a written
explanation of the student’s progress.

2. Annually administering or making provision for students
participating in the program in grades 3 through 10 to take one
of the nationally norm-referenced tests identified by the State
Board Pepartment of Education or the statewide assessments
pursuant to s. 1008.22. Students with disabilities for whom
standardized testing is not appropriate are exempt from this
requirement. A participating private school shall report a
student’s scores to the parent.

3. Cooperating with the scholarship student whose parent
chooses to have the student participate in the statewide
assessments pursuant to s. 1008.22 or, if a private school
chooses to offer the statewide assessments, administering the
assessments at the school.

a. A participating private school may choose to offer and

administer the statewide assessments to all students who attend
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the private school in grades 3 through 10.

b. A participating private school shall submit a request in
writing to the Department of Education by March 1 of each year
in order to administer the statewide assessments in the
subsequent school year.

(d) Employ or contract with teachers who have regular and
direct contact with each student receiving a scholarship under
this section at the school’s physical location.

(e) Annually contract with an independent certified public

accountant to perform the agreed-upon procedures developed under

s. 1002.395(6) (0) s8+—3+002-395+6)+{n)r and produce a report of the

results if the private school receives more than $250,000 in
funds from scholarships awarded under this section in the 2014-
2015 state fiscal year or a state fiscal year thereafter. A
private school subject to this paragraph must submit the report
by September 15, 2015, and annually thereafter to the
sehotarship—fuending organization that awarded the majority of
the school’s scholarship funds. The agreed-upon procedures must
be conducted in accordance with attestation standards
established by the American Institute of Certified Public

Accountants.

The inability of a private school to meet the requirements of
this subsection constitutes a basis for the ineligibility of the
private school to participate in the program as determined by
the commissioner department.

(9) DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION OBLIGATIONS.—The department
shall:

(a) Maintain a list of approved providers pursuant to s.
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1002.66, and eligible postsecondary educational institutions,

eligible private schools, and organizations on its website. The

department may identify or provide links to lists of other

approved providers on its website.

(b) Require each eligible nonprofit secholarship—funding
organization to preapprove werify—eligiblte expenditures to be

or—any—expenditures made

befor
pursuant to paragraphs (5) (a) and (b). Review of expenditures

made for services in paragraphs (5) (c¢)-(h) must SrHer—ftg—may
be completed after the purchase paymernt has been made.

(c) Investigate any written complaint of a violation of

this section by a parent, student, private school, public school

or school district, organization, provider, or other appropriate

party in accordance with the process established by s.
1002.395(9) (f) .
(d) Require annually by December 1 euarterdty reports by an

eligible nonprefitsecholarship—funding organization, which must
include, but need not be limited to, ¥regarding the number of

students participating in the program, demographics of program

participants; disability category; matrix level of services, if

known; award amount per student; total expenditures for the

categories in subsection (5); and the types of providers of
services to students——and—oether infeormation deemed neecessary by
thedepartment.

(e) Compare the list of students participating in the
program with the public school student enrollment lists and the

list of students participating in school choice scholarship

programs established pursuant to this chapter, throughout the
school year, befeore—each programpayment to avoid duplicate
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payments and confirm program eligibility.

(10) COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION AUTHORITY AND OBLIGATIONS.—

(a) The Commissioner of Education:

1. Shall deny, suspend, or revoke a student’s participation
in the program if the health, safety, or welfare of the student
is threatened or fraud is suspected.

2. Shall deny, suspend, or revoke an authorized use of
program funds if the health, safety, or welfare of the student

is threatened or fraud is suspected.

3. May demnyyr suspend—er—reveke—arn authorized use of
program funds for material failure to comply with this section
and applicable State Board of Education department rules if the

noncompliance is correctable within a reasonable period of time.

Otherwise, the commissioner shall deny+—suspends or revoke an
authorized use for failure to materially comply with the law and
rules adopted under this section.

4. Shall require compliance by the appropriate party by a
date certain for all nonmaterial failures to comply with this
section and applicable State Board of Education department

rules.

5. Notwithstanding the other provisions of this section,

the commissioner may deny, suspend, or revoke program

participation or use of program funds by the student; or

participation or eligibility of an organization, eligible

private school, eligible postsecondary educational institution,

approved provider, or other appropriate party for a violation of

this section. The commissioner may determine the length of, and

conditions for lifting, the suspension or revocation specified

in this paragraph. The length of suspension or revocation may
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not exceed 5 years, except for instances of fraud, in which case

the length of suspension or revocation may not exceed 10 years.

The commissioner may employ mechanisms allowed by law to recover

unexpended program funds or withhold payment of an equal amount

of program funds to recover program funds that were not

authorized for use under—+this seection thereafter.

6. Shall deny or terminate program participation upon a

parent’s forfeiture of a personal learning scholarship account

pursuant to subsection (11).

(b) In determining whether to deny, suspend, e+ revoke, or

L -

lift a suspension or revocation, in accordance with this

subsection, the commissioner may consider factors that include,
but are not limited to, acts or omissions that by —=

PN S P IR SO I g+
tJu.L l—_L\./_LtJLAL l__l_ll\j 1T 1T C

v—whieh led to a previous denial, suspension,

or revocation of participation in a state or federal program or

an education scholarship program; failure to reimburse the

eligiblernonprofit—scholarship—funding organization for program

funds improperly received or retained by—the—entity; failure to

reimburse government funds improperly received or retained;

imposition of a prior criminal sanction related to the person or
entity or its officers or employees; imposition of a civil fine
or administrative fine, license revocation or suspension, or
program eligibility suspension, termination, or revocation

related to a person’s or am entity’s management or operation; or

other types of criminal proceedings in which the person or +he

entity or its officers or employees were found guilty of,
regardless of adjudication, or entered a plea of nolo contendere
or guilty to, any offense involving fraud, deceit, dishonesty,

or moral turpitude.
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766 (11) PARENT AND STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES FOR PROGRAM

767 PARTICIPATION.—A parent who applies for program participation
768 |under this section is exercising his or her parental option to
769 |determine the appropriate placement or the services that best
770 |meet the needs of his or her child. The scholarship award for a
771 student is based on a matrix that assigns the student to support
772 Level III services. If a parent chooses to request and receive
773 an IEP and a matrix of services from the school district, the
774 amount of the payment shall be adjusted as needed, when the

775 school district completes the matrix.

776 (a) To satisfy or maintain program eligibility, including,

777 |but not limited to, eligibility to receive program payments and

. T4 erdln] P A N,
IT |\ . [ S N O C OO CTTITCT LTT CTIC

He

778 expend program payments enreld

779 |pregram, the parent must sign an agreement with the etigibie

780 | rorpreofit—scholarship—funding organization and annually submit a
781 |notarized, sworn compliance statement to the organization to:
782 1. Affirm that the student is enrolled in a program that
783 |meets regular school attendance requirements as provided in s.
784 1003.01(13) (b)-(d) .

785 2. Affirm that HBse the program funds are used only for

786 authorized purposes serving the student’s educational needs, as

787 described in subsection (5).

788 3. Affirm that the student takes all appropriate

789 standardized assessments as specified in this section.

790 a. If the parent enrolls the child in an eligible private
791 school, the student must take an assessment selected by the

792 |private school pursuant to s. 1002.395(7) (e) or, if requested by

793 the parent, the statewide, standardized assessments pursuant to
794 s. 1002.39(8) (c)2. and (9) (e).
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b. If the parent enrolls the child in a home education
program, the parent may choose to participate in an assessment
as part of the annual evaluation provided for in s.
1002.41 (1) (c) .

4. Notify the school district that the student is
participating in the program PersenatFearning—Schotarship
Aeecournts 1if the parent chooses to enroll in a home education
program as provided in s. 1002.41.

5. File a completed application for initial program

participation with an organization Reeuest—partiecipation—in—the

6. Affirm that the student remains in good standing with

the entities identified in paragraph (5) (d), paragraph (5) (g),

or paragraph (5) (h) previder—eor—sehoot if those options are

selected by the parent.
7. Apply for admission of his or her child if the private
school option is selected by the parent.

8. Annually file a completed application to renew

participation in the program if renewal is desired by the

parent. Notwithstanding any changes to the student’s IEP, a
student who was previously eligible for participation in the
program shall remain eligible to apply for renewal as—preovided
ia—subseetion—{6)+. However, in order for a high-risk child to

continue to participate in the program in the school year after

he or she reaches 6 years of age, the child’s completed

application for renewal of program participation must contain

documentation that the child has a disability defined in

paragraph (2) (d) other than high-risk status.
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9. Affirm that the parent is prohibited from transferring

and will not transfer any prepaid college plan or college

savings plan funds contributed pursuant to paragraph (5) (f) to

another beneficiary while the plan contains funds contributed

pursuant to this section.

10. Affirm that the parent will not take possession of any

S
funding provided by the state for the program FleridaPersonalt

Teoarnaime~ QA Al vl N~ + o
TCo T TS o0 TraotSrPp—x2CcCouicsS.

11. Affirm that the parent will maintain a portfolio of
records and materials which must be preserved by—the—parent for

2 years and be made available for inspection by the

organization, the department, or the district school

superintendent or the superintendent’s designee upon 15 days’

written notice. This paragraph does not require inspection of

the—superintendent—+to—inspeet the portfolio. The portfolio of

records and materials must consist of:

a. A log of educational instruction and services which is
made contemporaneously with delivery of the instruction and
services and which designates by title any reading materials
used; and

b. Samples of any writings, worksheets, workbooks, or
creative materials used or developed by the student; and

c. Other records, documents, or materials required by the

organization or specified by the department in rule, to

facilitate program implementation.

(b) The parent is responsible for procuring the services
necessary to educate the student. When the student receives a
personal learning scholarship account, the district school board

is not obligated to provide the student with a free appropriate
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853 |public education. For purposes of s. 1003.57 and the Individuals
854 |with Disabilities in Education Act, a participating student has
855 only those rights that apply to all other unilaterally

856 |parentally placed students, except that, when requested by the
857 |parent, school district personnel must develop an individual

858 education plan or matrix level of services.

859 (c) The parent is responsible for the—payment—of all
860 eligible expenses in excess of the amount of the personal

861 learning scholarship account in—aeccordance—with the terms agreed
862 to—between—+the porentand—the prov:

863

864 |A parent who fails to comply with this subsection forfeits the
865 personal learning scholarship account.

866 (12) ADMINISTRATION OF PERSONAL LEARNING SCHOLARSHIP

867 |ACCOUNTS.—An eltigiblenonpreofit—schelarship—funding organization
868 |participaotinginthe Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Preoegram

869 |establishedunder—s-—31002-3085 may establish personal learning

870 scholarship accounts for eligible students, in accordance with

871 the deadlines established in this section, by:

872 (a) Receiving completed applications and final verification

873 and determining student eligibility in accordance with the

874 requirements of this section. For initial program participation,

875 |preference must first be provided to students retained on a wait

876 list created by the organization in the order that completed

877 applications are approved The—eorganizatieon—shall neotify—+the
878 dernagrtrman+ £ + 1 NN B PN N ST N S i = Nracram Ihey Mol 7 AL Ao
\J.CtJ().-L CITCTTT T A\ - CTITCT ().tJtJ_L_L\/().llL,O i S T tJ_LU\j_L().lll J\J_Y [ {5 R S Ny i - T T LU T
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880 |When a completed am application and final verification are is

881 received and approved, the sehelarship—Ffunding organization must
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882 |provide the department with information on the student to enable
883 the department to report the student for funding in an amount

884 determined in accordance with subsection (13).

885 (b) Notifying parents of their receipt of a scholarship on

886 |a first-come, first-served basis, after approving the completed

887 application and confirming receipt of the parent’s final

888 |verification, based upon the funds provided for this program in

889 the General Appropriations Act.
890 (c) Establishing a date pursuant to paragraph (3) (b) by

891 which a parent must confirm initial or continuing participation
892 |in the program and confirm the establishment or continuance of a
893 personal learning scholarship account.

894 (d) Establishing a date and process pursuant to paragraph

895 (3) (b) by which completed applications may be approved and

896 |students on the wait list or late-filing applicants may be
897 allowed to participate in the program during the school year,
898 |within the amount of funds provided for this program in the

899 |General Appropriations Act. The process must allow timely filed

900 completed applications to take precedence before late-filed

901 completed applications for purposes of creating a wait list for

902 |participation in the program.

903 (e) Establishing and maintaining separate accounts for each

904 |eligible student. For each account, the organization must

905 maintain a record of interest accrued that is retained in the

906 |student’s account and available only for authorized program

907 expenditures.

908 (f) Verifying qualifying educational expenditures pursuant
909 to the requirements of subsection (5) paragraph—8)r{tb).
910 (g) Returning any remaining program uwmagsed funds pursuant
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to paragraph (6) (c) to the department when the student is no

longer authorized to expend program funds. The organization may

reimburse a parent for authorized program expenditures made

during the fiscal year before funds are deposited in the

student’s eligiblefora perseonal—schelarship—tearning account.

(h) Annually notifying the parent about the availability of

and the requirements associated with requesting an initial

matrix or matrix reevaluation annually for each student

participating in the program.

(13) FUNDING AND PAYMENT.-—

(a)l. The maximum funding amount granted for an eligible
student with a disability, pursuant to this section subseetion
433, shall be equivalent to the base student allocation in the

Florida Education Finance Program multiplied by the appropriate
cost factor for the educational program which would have been
provided for the student in the district school to which he or
she would have been assigned, multiplied by the district cost
differential.

2. In addition, an amount equivalent to a share of the
guaranteed allocation for exceptional students in the Florida
Education Finance Program shall be determined and added to the
amount in subparagraph 1. The calculation shall be based on the
methodology and the data used to calculate the guaranteed
allocation for exceptional students for each district in chapter
2000-166, Laws of Florida. Except as provided in subparagraph
3., the calculation shall be based on the student’s grade, the
matrix level of services, and the difference between the 2000-
2001 basic program and the appropriate level of services cost

factor, multiplied by the 2000-2001 base student allocation and
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the 2000-2001 district cost differential for the sending
district. The calculated amount must also include an amount

equivalent to the per-student share of supplemental academic
instructional materials funds,

instruction funds, technology

funds, and other categorical funds as provided in the General
Appropriations Act.

3. Except as otherwise provided, the calculation for all
students participating in the program shall be based on the
matrix that assigns the student to support Level III of
services. If a parent chooses to request and receive a matrix of
services from the school district, when the school district
completes the matrix, the amount of the payment shall be
adjusted as needed.

(b) The amount of the awarded funds shall be 90 percent of

the calculated amount. One hundred percent of the funds

appropriated for this program shall be released in the first

quarter of each fiscal year. Accrued interest is in addition to,

and not part of, the awarded funds. Program funds include both

the awarded funds and the accrued interest.

At 2 a A nrallad 2.0 o 13111 NAaatran~~An Ao g ot 1 A
StoatCtc to ot ChroTrrCO T ol CrrrgroTrC—pPpOoS oo CContary COutacTota=T
ISR S IR SR I SN + ataa At o A~~~ 1 oy o~ ATl Sl g oA "t
TrIrotcrcuatctOTrty cC—stotCht S PCTT SO o SCiioTra ST ot toTiTT
aha11 o anA anrn A o roamad g~y Laan A o] raoxzart+ + +
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(c) 4 The etigiblernonprofit—scholarship—funding
organization shall develop a system for payment of benefits by
eteetreonie funds transfer, debit

including, but not limited to,
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cards, electronic payment cards, or any other means of
eleetronie payment that the department deems to be commercially
viable or cost-effective. Commodities or services related to the
development of such a system shall be procured by competitive
solicitation unless they are purchased from a state term
contract pursuant to s. 287.056.

(d) An eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization

may use up to 3 percent of the total amount of payments received

during the state fiscal year for administrative expenses if the

organization has operated as an nonprofit scholarship-funding

organization for at least 3 fiscal years and did not have any

findings of material weakness or material noncompliance in its

most recent audit under s. 1002.395(6) (m). Such administrative

expenses must be reasonable and necessary for the organization’s

management and distribution of scholarships under this section.

Funds authorized under this paragraph may not be used for

lobbying or political activity or expenses related to lobbying

or political activity. If an eligible nonprofit scholarship-

funding organization charges an application fee for a

scholarship, the application fee must be immediately refunded to

the person who paid the fee if the student is determined

ineligible for the program or placed on a wait list. The

administrative fee may not be deducted from any scholarship

funds, but may be provided for in the General Appropriations

Act. An application fee may not be deducted from any scholarship

funds.
(e) Moneys received pursuant to this section do not

constitute taxable income to the student or parent of the

qualified student.
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(14) OBLIGATIONS OF THE AUDITOR GENERAL.—

(a) The Auditor General shall conduct an annual finaneiat
and operational audit of accounts and records of each eligibile
sehotarship—funding organization that participates in the
program. As part of this audit, the Auditor General shall

verify, at a minimum, the total amount of students served and

eligibility of reimbursements made by each etigible nonprofit

[0)]

ehotarship—funding organization and transmit that information
to the department.

(b) The Auditor General shall notify the department of any
eligible nonprofit sehotarship—funding organization that fails
to comply with a request for information.

(c) The Auditor General shall provide the Commissioner of

Education with a copy of each annual operational audit performed

pursuant to this subsection within 10 days after each audit is

finalized.
(15) OBLIGATIONS RELATED TO APPROVED PROVIDERS.—The
Department of Health, the Agency for Persons with Disabilities,

and the Department of Education shall work with an eligible

ronprofit—seholarship—funding organization for easy or automated
access to lists of licensed providers of services specified in
paragraph (5) (c) to ensure efficient administration of the
program.

(lo) LIABILITY.—The state is not liable for the award or
any use of awarded funds under this section.

(17) SCOPE OF AUTHORITY.—This section does not expand the
regulatory authority of this state, its officers, or any school
district to impose additional regulation on participating

private schools, independent wmenpubltie postsecondary educational
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institutions, and private providers beyond those reasonably
necessary to enforce requirements expressly set forth in this
section.

(18) REPORTS.—The department shall, by February 1 of each

year, provide an annual report to the Governor, the President of

the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives

regarding the effectiveness of the Florida Personal Learning

Scholarship Accounts Program. The report must address the scope

and size of the program, with regard to participation and other

related data, and analyze the effectiveness of the program

pertaining to cost, education, and therapeutic services.

(19) 448> RULES.—The State Board of Education shall adopt

rules pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to administer this

section.
(20)4+Sy IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE FOR THE 2014-2015 SCHOOL

YEAR.—Notwithstanding the provisions of this section related to

notification and eligibility timelines, an eligible nonpreofit

sehetarship—funding organization may enroll parents on a rolling
schedule on a first-come, first-served basis, within the amount
of funds provided in the General Appropriations Act. This

subsection is repealed July 1, 2015.

Section 11. Paragraph (j) of subsection (6) and paragraphs
(a) and (b) of subsection (16) of section 1002.395, Florida
Statutes, are amended to read:

1002.395 Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program.-—

(6) OBLIGATIONS OF ELIGIBLE NONPROFIT SCHOLARSHIP-FUNDING
ORGANIZATIONS.—An eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding
organization:

(J)1. May use up to 3 percent of eligible contributions
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received during the state fiscal year in which such
contributions are collected for administrative expenses if the
organization has operated as an eligible nonprofit scholarship-
funding organization uwmder—this—seetion for at least 3 state
fiscal years and did not have any negative—finaneiat findings of

material weakness or material noncompliance in its most recent

audit under paragraph (m). Such administrative expenses must be
reasonable and necessary for the organization’s management and
distribution of eligible contributions under this section. No
funds authorized under this subparagraph shall be used for
lobbying or political activity or expenses related to lobbying
or political activity. Up to one-third of the funds authorized
for administrative expenses under this subparagraph may be used
for expenses related to the recruitment of contributions from
taxpayers. If an eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding
organization charges an application fee for a scholarship, the
application fee must be immediately refunded to the person that
paid the fee if the student is not enrolled in a participating
school within 12 months.

2. Must expend for annual or partial-year scholarships an
amount equal to or greater than 75 percent of the net eligible
contributions remaining after administrative expenses during the
state fiscal year in which such contributions are collected. No
more than 25 percent of such net eligible contributions may be
carried forward to the following state fiscal year. All amounts
carried forward, for audit purposes, must be specifically
identified for particular students, by student name and the name
of the school to which the student is admitted, subject to the
requirements of ss. 1002.22 and 1002.221 and 20 U.S.C. s. 1232qg,
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and the applicable rules and regulations issued pursuant
thereto. Any amounts carried forward shall be expended for
annual or partial-year scholarships in the following state
fiscal year. Net eligible contributions remaining on June 30 of
each year that are in excess of the 25 percent that may be
carried forward shall be returned to the State Treasury for
deposit in the General Revenue Fund.

3. Must, before granting a scholarship for an academic
year, document each scholarship student’s eligibility for that
academic year. A scholarship-funding organization may not grant

multiyear scholarships in one approval process.

Information and documentation provided to the Department of
Education and the Auditor General relating to the identity of a
taxpayer that provides an eligible contribution under this
section shall remain confidential at all times in accordance
with s. 213.053.

(16) NONPROFIT SCHOLARSHIP-FUNDING ORGANIZATIONS;
APPLICATION.—In order to participate in the scholarship program
created under this section, a charitable organization that seeks
to be a nonprofit scholarship-funding organization must submit
an application for initial approval or renewal to the Office of
Independent Education and Parental Choice no later than
September 1 of each year before the school year for which the
organization intends to offer scholarships.

(a) An application for initial approval must include:

1. A copy of the organization’s incorporation documents and
registration with the Division of Corporations of the Department

of State.
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1114 2. A copy of the organization’s Internal Revenue Service
1115 determination letter as a s. 501 (c) (3) not-for-profit

1116 |organization.

1117 3. A description of the organization’s financial plan that
1118 demonstrates sufficient funds to operate throughout the school
1119 year.

1120 4. A description of the geographic region that the

1121 organization intends to serve and an analysis of the demand and
1122 |unmet need for eligible students in that area.

1123 5. The organization’s organizational chart.

1124 6. A description of the criteria and methodology that the
1125 organization will use to evaluate scholarship eligibility.

1126 7. A description of the application process, including
1127 deadlines and any associated fees.

1128 8. A description of the deadlines for attendance

1129 |verification and scholarship payments.

1130 9. A copy of the organization’s policies on conflict of
1131 interest and whistleblowers.

1132 10. A copy of a surety bond or letter of credit in an

1133 amount equal to 25 percent of the scholarship funds anticipated
1134 for each school year or $100,000, whichever is greater,

1135 specifying that any claim against the bond or letter of credit

1136 |may be made only by an eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding

1137 organization to provide scholarships to and on behalf of

1138 students who would have had scholarships funded but for the

1139 |diversion of funds giving rise to the claim against the bond or

1140 letter of credit.

1141 (b) In addition to the information required by

1142 subparagraphs (a)l.-9., an application for renewal must include:
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1143 1. A surety bond or letter of credit equal to the amount of
1144 undisbursed donations held by the organization based on the

1145 annual report submitted pursuant to paragraph (6) (m). The amount
1146 of the surety bond or letter of credit must be at least

1147 $100,000, but not more than $25 million, specifying that any

1148 claim against the bond or letter of credit may be made only by

1149 |an eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization to

1150 |provide scholarships to and on behalf of students who would have

1151 |had scholarships funded but for the diversion of funds giving

1152 rise to the claim against the bond or letter of credit.

1153 2. The organization’s completed Internal Revenue Service
1154 Form 990 submitted no later than November 30 of the year before
1155 |the school year that the organization intends to offer the
1156 scholarships, notwithstanding the September 1 application
1157 deadline.

1158 3. A copy of the statutorily required audit to the

1159 |Department of Education and Auditor General.

1160 4. An annual report that includes:

1161 a. The number of students who completed applications, by
1162 county and by grade.

1163 b. The number of students who were approved for

1164 scholarships, by county and by grade.

1165 c. The number of students who received funding for

1166 scholarships within each funding category, by county and by
1167 grade.

1168 d. The amount of funds received, the amount of funds
1169 |distributed in scholarships, and an accounting of remaining
1170 funds and the obligation of those funds.

1171 e. A detailed accounting of how the organization spent the
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administrative funds allowable under paragraph (6) (7).

Section 12. Paragraph (z) is added to subsection (4) of
section 1009.971, Florida Statutes, to read:

1009.971 Florida Prepaid College Board.—

(4) FLORIDA PREPAID COLLEGE BOARD; POWERS AND DUTIES.—The
board shall have the powers and duties necessary or proper to
carry out the provisions of ss. 1009.97-1009.984, including, but
not limited to, the power and duty to:

(z) Adopt rules governing:

1. The purchase and use of a prepaid college plan

authorized under s. 1009.98 or a college savings plan authorized

under s. 1009.981 for the Florida Personal Learning Scholarship

Accounts Program pursuant to ss. 1002.385, 1009.98, and
1009.981.

2. The use of a prepaid college plan authorized under s.

1009.98 or a college savings plan authorized under s. 1009.981

for postsecondary education programs for students with

disabilities.

Section 13. Subsection (11) is added to section 1009.98,

Florida Statutes, to read:
1009.98 Stanley G. Tate Florida Prepaid College Program.—
(11) IMPLEMENTATION PROCEDURES.—

(a) Notwithstanding any other provision in this section, a

prepaid college plan may be purchased, accounted for, used, and

terminated as provided in s. 1002.385. By September 1, 2015, the

board shall develop procedures, contracts, and any other

required forms or documentation necessary to fully implement

this subsection. The board shall enter into a contract with an

organization pursuant to s. 1002.385 to enable the board to
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establish mechanisms to implement this subsection, including,

but not limited to, identifying the source of funds being

deposited into a prepaid college plan. A qualified beneficiary

may not be changed while a prepaid college plan contains funds

contributed from s. 1002.385.

(b) A qualified beneficiary may apply the benefits of an

advance payment contract toward the program fees of a program

designed for students with disabilities conducted by a state

postsecondary institution. A transfer authorized under this

subsection may not exceed the redemption value of the advance

payment contract at a state postsecondary institution or the

number of semester credit hours contracted on behalf of a

qualified beneficiary.

Section 14. Subsection (10) is added to section 1009.981,

Florida Statutes, to read:
1009.981 Florida College Savings Program.—
(10) IMPLEMENTATION PROCEDURES.—

(a) Notwithstanding any other provision in this section, a

college savings plan may be purchased, accounted for, used, and

terminated as provided in s. 1002.385. By September 1, 2015, the

board shall develop procedures, contracts, and any other

required forms or documentation necessary to fully implement

this subsection. The board shall enter into a contract with an

organization pursuant to s. 1002.385 to enable the board to

establish mechanisms to implement this subsection, including,

but not limited to, identifying the source of funds being

deposited into a college savings plan. A designated beneficiary

may not be changed while a college savings plan contains funds

contributed from s. 1002.385.
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(b) A designated beneficiary may apply the benefits of a

participation agreement toward the program fees of a program

designed for students with disabilities conducted by a state

postsecondary institution.

Section 15. The Department of Education shall adopt rules

to implement s. 1002.385, Florida Statutes.
(1) Such rules must be effective by August 1, 2015, and

must include, but need not be limited to:

(a) Establishing procedures concerning the student,

organization, eligible private school, eligible postsecondary

educational institution, or other appropriate party to

participate in the program, including approval, suspension, and

termination of eligibility;

(b) Establishing uniform forms for use by organizations for

parents and students;

(c) Approving providers pertaining to the Florida K-20

Education Code;

(d) Incorporating program participation in existing private

school scholarship program applications, including, but not

limited to, ensuring that the process for obtaining eligibility

under s. 1002.385, Florida Statutes, is as administratively

convenient as possible for a private school;

(e) Establishing a matrix of services calculations and

timelines, so that the initial and revised matrix is completed

by a school district in time to be included in the completed

application;

(f) Establishing a deadline for an organization to provide

annual notice of the ability for a parent to request an initial

or revised matrix of services, which must enable the initial or
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revised matrix to be included in the completed application;

(g) Establishing additional records, documents, or

materials a parent must collect and retain in the student’s

portfolio;

(h) Establishing preliminary timelines and procedures that

enable a parent to submit a completed application to the

organization, and for the organization to review and approve the

completed application; and

(i) Defining terms, including, but not limited to, the

7 7

terms “participating student,” “new student,” “eligible

7 7

student,” “award letter,” “program funds,” “associated

interest,” “program payments,” “program expenditures,” “initial

(4 4

program participation,” “program renewal,” “wait list,” “timely

”

filed application,” and “late-filed application.”

(2) Such rules should maximize flexibility and ease of

program use for the parent and student.

Section 16. Section 1004.084, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:
1004.084 College affordability.—

(1) The Board of Governors and the State Board of Education

shall annually identify strategies to promote college

affordability for all Floridians by evaluating, at a minimum,

the impact of:

(a) Tuition and fees on undergraduate, graduate, and

professional students at public colleges and universities and

graduate assistants employed by public universities.

(b) Federal, state, and institutional financial aid

policies on the actual cost of attendance for students and their

families.
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1288 (c) The costs of textbooks and instructional materials.
1289 (2) By December 31 of each year, beginning in 2015, the

1290 Board of Governors and the State Board of Education shall submit

1291 |a report on their respective college affordability initiatives

1292 to the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of

1293 the House of Representatives.

1294 Section 17. Section 1004.085, Florida Statutes, is amended
1295 to read:
1296 1004.085 Textbook and instructional materials

1297 affordability.—

1298 (1) As used in this section, the term “instructional

1299 materials” means educational materials for use within a course

1300 |which may be available in printed or digital format.
1301 (2)43)- An Ne employee of a Florida College System

1302 institution or state university may not demand or receive any
1303 payment, loan, subscription, advance, deposit of money, service,
1304 or anything of value, present or promised, in exchange for

1305 requiring students to purchase a specific textbook or

1306 instructional material for coursework or instruction.

1307 (3)+42> An employee may receive:

1308 (a) Sample copies, instructor copies, or instructional

1309 |materials. These materials may not be sold for any type of

1310 compensation if they are specifically marked as free samples not
1311 for resale.

1312 (b) Royalties or other compensation from sales of textbooks

1313 or instructional materials that include the instructor’s own

1314 |writing or work.

1315 (c) Honoraria for academic peer review of course materials.

1316 (d) Fees associated with activities such as reviewing,
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critiquing, or preparing support materials for textbooks or

instructional materials pursuant to guidelines adopted by the

State Board of Education or the Board of Governors.
(e) Training in the use of course materials and learning
technologies.

(4) Each Florida College System institution and state

university board of trustees shall, each semester, examine the

cost of textbooks and instructional materials by course and

course section for all general education courses offered at the

institution to identify any variance in the cost of textbooks

and instructional materials among different sections of the same

course and the percentage of textbooks and instructional

materials that remain in use for more than one term. Courses

that have a wide variance in costs among sections or that have

frequent changes in textbook and instructional material

selections shall be identified and sent to the appropriate

academic department chair for review. This subsection is

repealed July 1, 2017, unless reviewed and saved from repeal

through reenactment by the Legislature.

(5)43)> Each Florida College System institution institutiens

and state university uwaiwversities shall post prominently in the

course registration system and on its website en—their—websites,

as early as 1is feasible, but at least 45 met—Fess—than—30 days

before prier—+e the first day of class for each term, a

hyperlink to lists d+ist of eaeh—textbook required and

recommended textbooks and instructional materials for at least

95 percent of all courses and eaeh course sections offered at

the institution during the upcoming term. The lists pested—3ist

must include the International Standard Book Number (ISBN) for
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each required and recommended textbook and instructional

material or other identifying information, which must include,
at a minimum, all of the following: the title, all authors
listed, publishers, edition number, copyright date, published

date, and other relevant information necessary to identify the

specific fextbeok—o¥r textbooks or instructional materials

required and recommended for each course. The State Board of

Education and the Board of Governors shall include in the
policies, procedures, and guidelines adopted under subsection
(6) +4) certain limited exceptions to this notification
requirement for classes added after the notification deadline.

(6)+4)r After receiving input from students, faculty,

bookstores, and publishers, the State Board of Education and the

Board of Governors each shall adopt textbook and instructional

material affordability policies, procedures, and guidelines for

implementation by Florida College System institutions and state
universities, respectively, that further efforts to minimize the

cost of textbooks and instructional materials for students

attending such institutions while maintaining the quality of

education and academic freedom. The policies, procedures, and

guidelines shall address provide—for—the following:

(a) The establishment of deadlines for an instructor or

department to notify the bookstore of required and recommended

textbooks and instructional materials so that a bookstore may

verify availability, source lower cost options when practicable,

explore alternatives with faculty when academically appropriate,

and maximize availability of used textbooks and instructional
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(b) Confirmation by the course instructor or academic

department offering the course, before the textbook or

instructional material adoption is finalized Fhat—in—+the

textbook adeptionpreeess, of the intent to use all items

ordered, particularly each individual item sold as part of

n

o 17
o

Y17
SR § e

ar

£V r +h
|\ SR O S S &

H-

bundled package—is—econfirmed by —thecourse

B

o}

£
-

qr
oy

=]
[ S~

H-

o1 v o r =
TT— C oo oStT T oTCT T 4

H

N
O T

(c) Determination by Fhat a course instructor or the

academic department offering the course determines, before a

textbook or instructional material is adopted, of the extent to

which a new edition differs significantly and substantively from

earlier versions and the value to the student of changing to a

new edition or the extent to which an open-access textbook or

[OF
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instructional material is available may—exist—andbe—x
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availability of required and recommended textbooks and

instructional materials to students otherwise unable to afford

the cost, including consideration of the extent to which an

open-access textbook or instructional material may be used.

(e) Participation by Fhat course instructors and academic

departments ar reotvraged—to—partieipate in the development,
adaptation, and review of open-access textbooks and

instructional materials and, in particular, open-access

textbooks and instructional materials for high-demand general

education courses.

(f) Consultation with school districts to identify
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practices that impact the cost of dual enrollment textbooks and

instructional materials to school districts, including but not

limited to, the length of time that textbooks or instructional

materials remaln 1n use.

(g) Selection of textbooks and instructional materials

through cost-benefit analyses that enable students to obtain the

highest-quality product at the lowest available price, by

considering:

1. Purchasing digital textbooks in bulk.

2. Expanding the use of open-access textbooks and

instructional materials.

3. Providing rental options for textbooks and instructional

materials.

4. Increasing the availability and use of affordable

digital textbooks and learning objects.

5. Developing mechanisms to assist in buying, renting,

selling, and sharing textbooks and instructional materials.

6. The length of time that textbooks and instructional

materials remain in use.

(7) The board of trustees of each Florida College System

institution and state university shall report, by September 30

of each year, beginning in 2015, to the Chancellor of the

Florida College System or the Chancellor of the State University

System, as applicable, the textbook and instructional material

selection process for general education courses with a wide cost

variance identified pursuant to subsection (4) and high-

enrollment courses; specific initiatives of the institution

designed to reduce the costs of textbooks and instructional

materials; policies implemented in accordance with subsection

Page 50 of 96
4/29/2015 10:25:49 AM ED.1.04792




1433
1434
1435
1436
1437
1438
1439
1440
1441
1442
1443
1444
1445
1446
1447
1448
1449
1450
1451
1452
1453
1454
1455
1456
1457
1458
1459
1460
1461

Florida Senate - 2015 SENATOR AMENDMENT
Bill No. CS/SB 602, 1lst Eng.

|ONAWN ===

(6); the number of courses and course sections that were not

able to meet the textbook and instructional materials posting

deadline for the previous academic year; and any additional

information determined by the chancellors. By November 1 of each

year, beginning in 2015, each chancellor shall provide a summary

of the information provided by institutions to the State Board

of Education and the Board of Governors, as applicable.

Section 18. Present subsections (5) and (6) of section
1006.735, Florida Statutes, are redesignated as subsections (6)
and (7), respectively, and a new subsection (5) is added to that
section, to read:

1006.735 Complete Florida Plus Program.—The Complete
Florida Plus Program is created at the University of West
Florida.

(5) RAPID RESPONSE EDUCATION AND TRAINING PROGRAM.—The

Rapid Response Education and Training Program is established

within the Complete Florida Plus Program. Under this education

and training program, the Complete Florida Plus Program shall

work directly with Enterprise Florida, Inc., in project-specific

industry recruitment and retention efforts to offer credible

education and training commitments to businesses.

(a) The Rapid Response Education and Training Program must:

1. Issue challenge grants through requests for proposals

that are open to all education and training providers, public or

private. These grants match state dollars with education and

training provider dollars to implement particular education and

training programs.

2. Generate periodic reports from an independent forensic

accounting or auditing entity to ensure transparency of the
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program. These periodic reports must be submitted to the

President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of

Representatives.

3. Keep administrative costs to a minimum through the use

of existing organizational structures.

4. Work directly with businesses to recruit individuals for

education and training.

5. Be able to terminate an education and training program

by giving 30 days’ notice.

6. Survey employers after completion of an education and

training program to ascertain the effectiveness of the program.

(b) The Division of Career and Adult Education within the

Department of Education shall conduct an analysis and assessment

of the effectiveness of the education and training programs

under this section in meeting labor market and occupational

trends and gaps.

Section 19. Paragraph (d) of subsection (3) of section
1009.22, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1009.22 Workforce education postsecondary student fees.—

(3)

(d) Each district school board and each Florida College
System institution board of trustees may adopt tuition and out-
of-state fees that vary ae—mere—+than b5 pereent below Or no more
than 5 percent above the combined total of the standard tuition
and out-of-state fees established in paragraph (c).

Section 20. Paragraph (b) of subsection (3) and subsection
(4) of section 1009.23, Florida Statutes, are amended, and
subsection (20) is added to that section, to read:

1009.23 Florida College System institution student fees.—
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14 For baccalaureate degree
programs, the following tuition and fee rates shall apply:

1. The tuition may not exceed shaltbe $91.79 per credit

hour for students who are residents for tuition purposes.

2. The sum of the tuition and the he out-of-state fee per
credit hour for students who are nonresidents for tuition
purposes shall be no more than 85 percent of the sum of the
tuition and the out-of-state fee at the state university nearest
the Florida College System institution.

(4) Each Florida College System institution board of

trustees shall establish tuition and out-of-state fees, which

may vary wme—mere—than 10—pereent below and no more than 15

percent above the combined total of the standard tuition and
fees established in subsection (3).

(20) Each Florida College System institution shall notice

to the public and to all enrolled students any board of trustees

meeting that votes on proposed increases in tuition or fees. The

noticed meeting must allow for public comment on the proposed

increase and must:

(a) Be posted 28 days before the board of trustees meeting

takes place.

(b) Include the date and time of the meeting.

(c) Be clear and specifically outline the details of the

original tuition or fee, the rationale for the proposed

increase, and what the proposed increase will fund.

(d) Be posted on the institution’s website homepage and

issued in a press release.

Section 21. Paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (4) of
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section 1009.24, Florida Statutes, are amended, present
subsection (19) of that section is redesignated as subsection
(20), and a new subsection (19) is added to that section, to
read:

1009.24 State university student fees.—

(4) (a) EffeetiveJuty—3++26+4+ The resident undergraduate
tuition for lower-level and upper-level coursework may not
exceed shatt—be $105.07 per credit hour.

(b) The Board of Governorsy—er—thebeoardls—desigreer may
establish tuition for graduate and professional programs, and
out-of-state fees for all programs. Except as otherwise provided
in this section, the sum of tuition and out-of-state fees
assessed to nonresident students must be sufficient to offset
the full instructional cost of serving such students. However,
adjustments to out-of-state fees or tuition for graduate
programs and professional programs may not exceed 15 percent in

any year. Adjustments to the resident tuition for graduate

programs and professional programs may not exceed the tuition

amount set on July 1, 2015.

(19) Each university shall publicly notice to the public

and to all enrolled students any board of trustees meeting that

votes on proposed increases in tuition or fees. The noticed

meeting must allow for public comment on the proposed increase

and must:

(a) Be posted 28 days before the board of trustees meeting

takes place.

(b) Include the date and time of the meeting.

(c) Be clear and specifically outline the details of the

original tuition or fee, the rationale for the proposed
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increase, and what the proposed increase will fund.

(d) Be posted on the institution’s website homepage and

issued in a press release.

Section 22. Section 1004.6501, Florida Statutes, 1s created
to read:

1004.6501 Florida Postsecondary Comprehensive Transition

Program and the Florida Center for Students with Unique

Abilities.—

(1) SHORT TITLE.—This section shall be known and may be

cited as the “Florida Postsecondary Comprehensive Transition

Program Act.”

(2) PURPOSE AND LEGISLATIVE INTENT.—The purpose of this

section is to increase independent living, inclusive and

experiential postsecondary education, and employment

opportunities for students with intellectual disabilities

through degree, certificate, or nondegree programs and to

establish statewide coordination of the dissemination of

information regarding programs and services for students with

disabilities. It is the intent of the Legislature that students

with intellectual disabilities and students with disabilities

have access to meaningful postsecondary education credentials

and a meaningful campus experience.

(3) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section, the term:

(a) “Center” means the Florida Center for Students with

Unique Abilities established under subsection (5).

(b) “Director” means the director of the center.

(c) “Eligible institution” means a state university; a

Florida College System institution; a career center; a charter

technical career center; or an independent college or university
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that is located and chartered in this state, is not for profit,

is accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the Southern

Association of Colleges and Schools, and is eligible to

participate in the William L. Boyd, IV, Florida Resident Access

Grant Program.

(d) “Florida Postsecondary Comprehensive Transition Program

Scholarship” or “scholarship” means the scholarship established

under this section to provide state financial assistance awards

to students who meet the student eligibility requirements

specified in subsection (4) and are enrolled in an FPCTP.

(e) “FPCTP” means a Florida Postsecondary Comprehensive

Transition Program that is approved pursuant to paragraph (5) (b)

and offered by an eligible institution.

(f) “Transitional student” means a student who is 18 to 26

years of age and meets the student eligibility requirements

specified in subsection (4).

(4) STUDENT ELIGIBILITY.—To be eligible to enroll in an

FPCTP at an eligible institution, a student must, as determined

by the institution, based on guidelines established by the

center:

(a) Be a “student with an intellectual disability” as that

term is defined in 20 U.S.C. s. 1140(2), including, but not

limited to, a transitional student.

(b) Physically attend the eligible institution.

(c) Submit to the eligible institution documentation

regarding his or her intellectual disability. Such documentation

may include, but not be limited to, a current individualized

plan for employment associated with an evaluation completed

pursuant to s. 413.20(3) or a diagnosis from a physician who is
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1607 licensed under chapter 458 or chapter 459 or a psychologist

1608 licensed under chapter 490.
1609 (5) CENTER RESPONSIBILITIES.—The Florida Center for
1610 Students with Unique Abilities is established within the

lol1l University of Central Florida. At a minimum, the center shall:

1612 (a) Disseminate information to students with disabilities

1613 and their parents, including, but not limited to:

1614 1. Education programs, services, and resources that are

1615 |available at eligible institutions.

1616 2. Supports, accommodations, technical assistance, or

1617 training provided by eligible institutions, the advisory council

1618 established pursuant to s. 383.141, and regional autism centers

1619 |established pursuant to s. 1004.55.

1620 3. Mentoring, networking, and employment opportunities.

1621 (b) Coordinate and facilitate the statewide implementation

1622 of this section. The director of the center shall oversee the

1623 |approval of the comprehensive transition programs.

1624 |Notwithstanding the program approval requirements of s. 1004.03,

1625 |the director shall review applications for the initial approval

1626 of an application for, or renewal of approval of, a

1627 comprehensive transition program proposed by an eligible

1628 institution. Within 30 days after receipt of an application, the

1629 |director shall issue his or her recommendation regarding

1630 approval to the Chancellor of the State University System or the

1631 Commissioner of Education, as applicable, or shall give written

1632 notice to the applicant of any deficiencies in the application,

1633 |which the eligible institution must be given an opportunity to

1634 correct. Within 15 days after receipt of a notice of

1635 |deficiencies, the eligible institution shall, if the eligible
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institution seeks program approval, correct the application

deficiencies and return the application to the center. Within 30

days after receipt of a revised application, the director shall

recommend approval or disapproval of the revised application to

the chancellor or the commissioner, as applicable. Within 15

days after receipt of the director’s recommendation for approval

or disapproval, the chancellor or the commissioner shall approve

or disapprove the recommendation. If the chancellor or the

commissioner does not take action on the director’s

recommendation within 15 days after receipt of such

recommendation, the comprehensive transition program proposed by

the institution shall be considered an FPCTP by default.
Additionally, the director shall:
1. Consult and collaborate with the National Center and the

Coordinating Center, as identified in 20 U.S.C. s. 1140q,

regarding guidelines established by the center for effective

implementation of the programs for students with disabilities

and for students with intellectual disabilities which align with

the federal requirements and standards, quality indicators, and

benchmarks identified by the National Center and the

Coordinating Center.

2. Consult and collaborate with the Higher Education

Coordinating Council to identify meaningful credentials for

FPCTPs and to engage businesses and stakeholders to promote

experiential training and employment opportunities for students

with intellectual disabilities.

3. Create the application for the initial approval and

renewal of approval as an FPCTP for use by an eligible

institution which, at a minimum, must align with the federal
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comprehensive transition and postsecondary program application

requirements.

4. Establish requirements and timelines for the:

a. Submission and review of an application.

b. Approval or disapproval of an initial or renewal

application. Initial approval of an application for an FPCTP

that meets the requirements of subsection (6) is valid for the 3

academic years immediately following the academic year during

which the approval is granted. An eligible institution may

submit an application to the center requesting that the initial

approval be renewed. If the approval is granted and the FPCTP

continues to meet the requirements of this section, including,

but not limited to, program and student performance outcomes,

and federal requirements, a renewal is valid for the 5 academic

years immediately following the academic year during which the

renewal 1is initially granted.

c. Implementation of an FPCTP, beginning no later than the

academic year immediately following the academic year during

which the approval is granted.

5. Administer scholarship funds.

6. Oversee and report on the implementation and

administration of this section by planning, advising, and

evaluating approved degree, certificate, and nondegree programs

and the performance of students and programs pursuant to

subsection (8).

(c) Provide technical assistance regarding programs and

services for students with intellectual disabilities to

administrators, instructors, staff, and others, as applicable,

at eligible institutions by:

Page 59 of 96
4/29/2015 10:25:49 AM ED.1.04792




1694
1695
1696
1697
1698
1699
1700
1701
1702
1703
1704
1705
1706
1707
1708
1709
1710
1711
1712
1713
1714
1715
1716
1717
1718
1719
1720
1721
1722

Florida Senate - 2015 SENATOR AMENDMENT
Bill No. CS/SB 602, 1lst Eng.

|ONAWN ===

1. Holding meetings and annual workshops to share

successful practices and to address issues or concerns.

2. Facilitating collaboration between eligible institutions

and school districts, private schools pursuant to s. 1002.42,

and parents of students enrolled in home education programs

pursuant to s. 1002.41 in assisting students with intellectual

disabilities and their parents to plan for the transition of

such students into an FPCTP or another program at an eligible

institution.

3. Assisting eligible institutions with state FPCTP and

federal comprehensive transition and postsecondary program

applications.

4. Assisting eligible institutions with the identification

of funding sources for an FPCTP and for student financial

assistance for students enrolled in an FPCTP.

5. Monitoring federal and state law relating to the

comprehensive transition program and notifying the Legislature,

the Governor, the Board of Governors, and the State Board of

Education of any change in law which may impact the

implementation of this section.

(6) INSTITUTION ELIGIBILITY AND RESPONSIBILITIES.—

(a) To offer an FPCTP, the president or executive director

of an eligible institution, as applicable, must submit to the

center, by a date established by the center, the following:

1. An application for approval of a comprehensive

transition program proposed by the eligible institution which

must be approved by the institution’s governing board and must

address the requirements of the federal comprehensive transition

and postsecondary program under 20 U.S.C. s. 1140 and the
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requirements of this section, including, but not limited to:

a. Identification of a credential associated with the

proposed program, which is awarded to a student with an

intellectual disability who meets the student eligibility

requirements specified in subsection (4) upon completion of the

FPCTP.

b. The program length and design, including, at a minimum,

inclusive and successful experiential education practices

relating to curricular, assessment, and advising structure and

internship and employment opportunities which must support

students with intellectual disabilities who are seeking to

continue academic, career and technical, and independent living

instruction at an eligible institution, including, but not

limited to, opportunities to earn industry certifications, to

prepare students for gainful employment. If offering a college

credit-bearing degree program, an institution shall be

responsible for maintaining the rigor and effectiveness of a

comprehensive transition degree program at the same level as

another comparable degree program offered by the institution

pursuant to the applicable accreditation standards.

c. The plan for students with intellectual disabilities to

be integrated socially and academically with nondisabled

students, to the maximum extent possible, and to participate on

not less than a half-time basis, as determined by the eligible

institution, with such participation focusing on academic

components and occurring through one or more of the following

activities with nondisabled students:

(I) Regular enrollment in credit-bearing courses offered by

the institution.
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(IT) Auditing or participating in courses offered by the

institution for which the student does not receive academic

credit.

(ITI) Enrollment in noncredit-bearing, nondegree courses.

(IV) Participation in internships or work-based training.

d. The plan for partnerships with businesses to promote

experiential training and employment opportunities for students

with intellectual disabilities.

e. Performance indicators pursuant to subsection (8) and

other requirements identified by the center.

f. A 5-year plan incorporating enrollment and operational

expectations for the program.

2. Documented evidence of a federally approved

comprehensive transition and postsecondary program that is

determined to be an eligible program for the federal student aid

programs and is currently offered at the institution, documented

evidence of the submission of an application for such federal

approval of a comprehensive transition and postsecondary program

proposed by the institution, or documentation demonstrating the

commitment of the institution’s governing board to submit an

application within the subsequent academic year for federal

approval of a comprehensive transition and postsecondary program

proposed by the institution pursuant to 20 U.S.C. s. 1140.

(b) An eligible institution may submit an application to

the center for approval pursuant to the requirements of this

section for implementation of the FPCTP no later than the

academic year immediately following the academic year during

which the approval is granted. An eligible institution must

submit a renewal application to the center no later than 3 years

Page 62 of 96
4/29/2015 10:25:49 AM ED.1.04792




1781
1782
1783
1784
1785
1786
1787
1788
1789
1790
1791
1792
1793
1794
1795
1796
1797
1798
1799
1800
1801
1802
1803
1804
1805
1806
1807
1808
1809

Florida Senate - 2015 SENATOR AMENDMENT
Bill No. CS/SB 602, 1lst Eng.

|ONAWN ===

following the year during which the approval is initially

granted.
(c) By August 1 of each year, an eligible institution that

has an FPCTP shall submit an annual report to the center which,

at minimum, for the prior academic year, addresses the following

performance indicators:

1. Efforts to recruit students in the FPCTP and the number

of students enrolled in the program.

2. Efforts to retain students in the FPCTP and the

retention rate of students in the program.

3. The completion rate of students enrolled in the FPCTP

and courses, as applicable.

4. Transition success of students who complete an FPCTP, as

measured by employment rates and salary levels at 1 year and 5

years after completion.

5. Other performance indicators identified by the center

pursuant to subsection (8).

(d) An eligible institution shall notify students with

intellectual disabilities and their parents of the student

eligibility requirements specified in subsection (4) and the

scholarship requirements and eligibility requirements specified

in subsection (7).

(7) FLORIDA POSTSECONDRY COMPREHENSIVE TRANSITION PROGRAM

SCHOLARSHIP.—

(a) Beginning in the 2015-2016 academic year, the Florida

Postsecondary Comprehensive Transition Program Scholarship is

established for students who meet the student eligibility

requirements specified in subsection (4), are enrolled in an

FPCTP, and are not receiving services that are funded through
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the Florida Education Finance Program or a scholarship under

part III of chapter 1002.

(b) To maintain eligibility to receive a scholarship, a

student must continue to meet the requirements of paragraph (a)

and must demonstrate satisfactory academic progress in the

FPCTP, as determined by the eligible institution that the

student attends, based on the indicators identified by the

center pursuant to subsection (8).

(c) Payment of scholarship funds shall be transmitted to

the director of the center, or to his or her designee, in

advance of the registration period. The director, or his or her

designee, shall disburse the scholarship funds to the eligible

institutions that are responsible for awarding the scholarship

to students who meet the requirements of paragraphs (a) and (b).

(d) During each academic term, by a date established by the

center, an eligible institution shall report to the center the

number and value of all scholarships awarded under this

subsection. Each eligible institution shall also report to the

center necessary demographic and eligibility data and other data

requested by the center for students who received the

scholarship awards.

(e) By a date annually established by the center, each

eligible institution shall certify to the center the amount of

funds disbursed to each student and shall remit to the center

any undisbursed advances by June 1 of each year.

(f) Funding for the scholarship and the maximum allowable

award shall be as provided annually in the General

Appropriations Act. If funds appropriated are not adequate to

provide the maximum allowable award to each eligible student,
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the awards may be prorated.

(8) ACCOUNTABILITY.—

(a) The center, in collaboration with the Board of

Governors and the State Board of Education, shall identify

indicators for the satisfactory progress of a student in an

FPCTP and for the performance of such programs. Each eligible

institution must address the indicators identified by the center

in its application for the approval of a proposed FPCTP and for

the renewal of an FPCTP and in the annual report that the

institution submits to the center.

(b) By October 1 of each year, the center shall provide to

the Governor, the President of the Senate, the Speaker of the

House of Representatives, the Chancellor of the State University

System, and the Commissioner of Education, a summary of

information including, but not limited to:

1. The status of the statewide coordination of FPCTPs and

the implementation of FPCTPs at eligible institutions including,

but not limited to:

a. The number of applications approved and disapproved and

the reasons for each disapproval and no action taken by the

chancellor or the commissioner.

b. The number and value of all scholarships awarded to

students and undisbursed advances remitted to the center

pursuant to subsection (7).

2. Indicators identified by the center pursuant to

paragraph (a) and the performance of each eligible institution

based on the indicators identified in paragraph (6) (c).

3. The projected number of students with intellectual

disabilities who may be eligible to enroll in the FPCTPs within
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1869 4. Education programs and services for students with

1868 the next academic year.

1870 |intellectual disabilities which are available at an eligible

1871 institution.

1872 (c) Beginning in the 2015-2016 fiscal year, the center, in

1873 collaboration with the Board of Governors, State Board of

1874 Education, Higher Education Coordinating Council, and other

1875 stakeholders, by December 1 each year, shall submit to the

1876 |Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the

1877 House of Representatives statutory or budget recommendations for

1878 improving the implementation and delivery of FPCTPs and other

1879 |education programs and services for students with disabilities.

1880 (9) RULES.—The Board of Governors and the State Board of

1881 Education, in consultation with the center, shall expeditiously

1882 adopt the necessary regulations and rules, as applicable, to

1883 allow the center to perform its responsibilities pursuant to

1884 this section beginning in the 2015-2016 fiscal year.

1885 Section 23. Effective January 1, 2016, section 17.68,
1886 Florida Statutes, 1s created to read:
1887 17.68 Financial Literacy Program for Individuals with

1888 Developmental Disabilities.—

1889 (1) The Legislature finds that the state has a compelling

1890 interest in promoting the economic independence and successful

1891 |employment of individuals with developmental disabilities as

1892 |defined in s. 393.063. In comparison with the general

1893 |population, individuals with developmental disabilities

1894 experience lower rates of educational achievement, employment,

1895 and annual earnings and are more likely to live in poverty.

1896 |Additionally, such individuals must navigate a complex network
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of federal and state programs in order to be eligible for

financial and health benefits. Thus, it is essential that these

individuals have sufficient financial management knowledge and

skills to be able to comply with the benefit eligibility

processes and make informed decisions regarding financial

services and products provided by financial institutions.

Enhancing the financial literacy of such individuals will

provide a pathway for economic independence and successful

employment.

(2) The Financial Literacy Program for Individuals with

Developmental Disabilities is established within the Department

of Financial Services. The department, in consultation with

public and private stakeholders, shall develop and implement the

program, which shall be designed to promote the economic

independence and successful employment of individuals with

developmental disabilities. Banks, credit unions, savings

associations, and savings banks will be key participants in the

development and promotion of the program. The program must

provide information, resources, outreach, and education on the

following issues:

(a) For individuals with developmental disabilities:

1. Financial education, including instruction on money

management skills and the effective use of financial services

and products, to promote income preservation and asset

development.

2. Identification of available financial and health benefit

programs and services.

3. Job training programs and employment opportunities,

including work incentives and state and local workforce
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4. The impact of earnings and assets on federal and state

development programs.

financial and health benefit programs and options to manage such

impact.

(b) For employers in this state, strategies to make program

information and educational materials available to their

employees with developmental disabilities.

(3) The department shall:

(a) Establish on its website a clearinghouse for

information regarding the program and other resources available

for individuals with developmental disabilities and their

employers.

(b) Publish a brochure that describes the program and is

accessible on its website.

(4) Within 90 days after the department establishes its

website and publishes its brochure, each bank, savings

association, and savings bank that is a qualified public

depository as defined in s. 280.02 shall:

(a) Make copies of the department’s brochures available,

upon the request of the consumer, at its principal place of

business and each branch office located in this state which has

in-person teller services by having copies of the brochure

available or having the capability to print a copy of the

brochure from the department’s website. Upon request, the

department shall provide copies of the brochure to a bank,

savings association, or savings bank.

(b) Provide on its website a hyperlink to the department’s

website for the program. If the department changes its website

address for the program, the bank, savings association, or
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savings bank must update the hyperlink within 90 days after

notification by the department of such change.

Section 24. Section 110.107, Florida Statutes, 1s reordered
and amended to read:

110.107 Definitions.—As used in this chapter, the term:

(5)+3+) “Department” means the Department of Management
Services.

(28)+2)» “Secretary” means the Secretary of Management
Services.

(11)+43>» “Furlough” means a temporary reduction in the
regular hours of employment in a pay period, or temporary leave
without pay for one or more pay periods, with a commensurate
reduction in pay, which is necessitated by a projected deficit
in any fund that supports salary and benefit appropriations. The
deficit must be projected by the Revenue Estimating Conference
pursuant to s. 216.136(3).

(30) 44> “State agency” or “agency” means any official,
officer, commission, board, authority, council, committee, or
department of the executive branch or the judicial branch of
state government as defined in chapter 216.

(21)+5) “Position” means the work, consisting of duties and
responsibilities, assigned to be performed by an officer or
employee.

(10) 46> “Full-time position” means a position authorized
for the entire normally established work period, whether daily,
weekly, monthly, or annually.

(18)+4+H- “Part-time position” means a position authorized

for less than the entire normally established work period,

whether daily, weekly, monthly, or annually.
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(16)48)> “Occupation” means all positions that whieh are

sufficiently similar in knowledge, skills, and abilities, and

the suffietentlvysimitar—as—te kind or subject matter of work.

(17) 4%y “Occupational group” means a group of occupations

that whieh are sufficiently similar in the kind of work

performed to warrant the use of the same performance factors in
determining the level of complexity for all occupations in that
occupational group.

(3)4+6) “Classification plan” means a formal description of
the concepts, rules, job family definitions, occupational group
characteristics, and occupational profiles used in the
classification of positions.

(20) 4+ “Pay plan” means a formal description of the
philosophy, methods, procedures, and salary schedules for
competitively compensating employees at market-based rates for
work performed.

(27)4+2> “Salary schedule” means an official document that
whieh contains a complete list of occupation titles, broadband
level codes, and pay bands.

(1)+4+3>» “Authorized position” means a position included in
an approved budget. In counting the number of authorized
positions, part-time positions may be converted to full-time
equivalents.

(8) 434> “Established position” means an authorized position
that whieh has been classified in accordance with a
classification and pay plan as provided by law.

(22)++5) “Position number” means the identification number

assigned to an established position.

(26)+3+6> “Reclassification” means the changing of an
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established position in one broadband level in an occupational
group to a higher or lower broadband level in the same
occupational group or to a broadband level in a different
occupational group.

(24)+43++H- “Promotion” means the changing of the
classification of an employee to a broadband level having a
higher maximum salary; or the changing of the classification of
an employee to a broadband level having the same or a lower
maximum salary but a higher level of responsibility.

(4) 438y “Demotion” means the changing of the classification
of an employee to a broadband level having a lower maximum
salary; or the changing of the classification of an employee to
a broadband level having the same or a higher maximum salary but
a lower level of responsibility.

(32)4+9) “Transfer” means moving an employee from one

geographic location of the state to a different geographic

location more than im—exeess—ef 50 miles from the employee’s
current work location.

(25) 426> “Reassignment” means moving an employee from a
position in one broadband level to a different position in the
same broadband level or to a different broadband level having
the same maximum salary.

(6) 42+ “Dismissal” means a disciplinary action taken by an
agency pursuant to s. 110.227 against an employee which results

resutting in the termination of his or her employment.

(31) 422> “Suspension” means a disciplinary action taken by
an agency pursuant to s. 110.227 against an employee which +e
temporarily relieves ¥eliewve the employee of his or her duties

and places ptaee him or her on leave without pay.
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(15)423) “Layoff” means termination of employment due to a
shortage of funds or work, or a material change in the duties or
organization of an agency, including the outsourcing or
privatization of an activity or function previously performed by
career service employees.

(7)424)» “Employing agency” means any agency authorized to
employ personnel to carry out the responsibilities of the agency
under the provisions of chapter 20 or other law statutery
s ERerEiEy.

(29)+425) “Shared employment” means part-time career
employment in which whereby the duties and responsibilities of a
full-time position in the career service are divided among part-

time employees who are eligible for the position and who receive

career service benefits and wages pro rata. The term Im——mne

el
[ & e

()

shatt “shared employment” does not include the employment of
persons paid from other-personal-services funds.

(9)+426) “Firefighter” means a firefighter certified under
chapter 633.

(14)+42+H- “Law enforcement or correctional officer” means a

law enforcement officer, special agent, correctional officer,

correctional probation officer, or institutional security

specialist reguired—teo—be certified under chapter 943.

(23) 428> “Professional health care provider” means
registered nurses, physician’s assistants, dentists,
psychologists, nutritionists or dietitians, pharmacists,
psychological specialists, physical therapists, and speech and
hearing therapists.

(13)429) “Job family” means a defined grouping of one or

more occupational groups.
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(19) 436> “Pay band” means the minimum salary, the maximum
salary, and intermediate rates that whieh are payable for work
in a specific broadband level.

(2) 43+ “Broadband level” means all positions that whieh

are sufficiently similar in knowledge, skills, and abilities;

the—and—sufficientty simitar as—+te kind or subject matter of

work; thes level of difficulty or the level of

responsibilities;+ and the qualification requirements of the

work so as to warrant the same treatment with respect as to

title, pay band, and other personnel transactions.

(12) “Individual who has a disability” means a person who

has a physical or intellectual impairment that substantially

limits one or more major life activities; a person who has a

history or record of such an impairment; or a person who is

perceived by others as having such an impairment.

Section 25. Subsections (1) and (2) of section 110.112,
Florida Statutes, are amended, present subsections (3) through
(6) of that section are redesignated as subsections (4) through
(7), respectively, and a new subsection (3) is added to that
section, to read:

110.112 Affirmative action; equal employment opportunity.—

(1) It is shadtd:—Pbe the policy of this +#he state to assist
in providing the assurance of equal employment opportunity
through programs of affirmative and positive action that will

allow full utilization of women, amd minorities, and individuals

who have a disability.

(2) (a) The head of each executive agency shall develop and
implement an affirmative action plan in accordance with rules

adopted by the department and approved by a majority vote of the
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Administration Commission before their adoption.
(b) Each executive agency shall establish annual goals for
ensuring full utilization of groups underrepresented in the

agency’s +£s workforce, including women, minorities, and

individuals who have a disability, as compared to the relevant

labor market, as defined by the agency. Each executive agency
shall design its affirmative action plan to meet its established
goals.

(c) Each executive agency shall annually report to the

department regarding the agency’s progress toward increasing

employment among women, minorities, and individuals who have a

disability.

(d)+4er An affirmative action-equal employment opportunity
officer shall be appointed by the head of each executive agency.
The affirmative action-equal employment opportunity officer’s
responsibilities must include determining annual goals,
monitoring agency compliance, and providing consultation to
managers regarding progress, deficiencies, and appropriate
corrective action.

(e) 4y The department shall report information in its
annual workforce report relating to the implementation,
continuance, updating, and results of each executive agency’s

affirmative action plan for the previous fiscal year. The annual

workforce report must also include data for each executive

agency relating to employment levels among women, minorities,

and individuals who have a disability.

(f)4e)> The department shall provide to all supervisory

personnel of the executive agencies training in the principles

of equal employment opportunity and affirmative action, the
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development and implementation of affirmative action plans, and
the establishment of annual affirmative action goals. The
department may contract for training services, and each
participating agency shall reimburse the department for costs
incurred through such contract. After the department approves
the contents of the training program for the agencies, the
department may delegate this training to the executive agencies.

(3) (a) The department, in consultation with the Agency for

Persons with Disabilities, the Division of Vocational

Rehabilitation and the Division of Blind Services of the

Department of Education, the Department of Economic Opportunity,

and the Executive Office of the Governor, shall develop and

implement programs that incorporate internships, mentoring, on-

the-job training, unpaid work experience, situational

assessments, and other innovative strategies that are

specifically geared toward individuals who have a disability.

(b) By January 1, 2016, the department shall develop

mandatory training programs for human resources personnel and

hiring managers of executive agencies which support the

employment of individuals who have a disability.

(c)l. By January 1, 2016, each executive agency shall

develop an agency-specific plan that addresses how to promote

employment opportunities for individuals who have a disability.

2. The department shall assist executive agencies in the

implementation of agency-specific plans. The department shall

regularly report to the Governor, the President of the Senate,

and the Speaker of the House of Representatives the progress of

executive agencies in implementing these plans. Such reports

shall be made at least biannually.
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(d) The department shall compile data regarding the hiring

practices of executive agencies with regard to individuals who

have a disability and make such data available on its website.

(e) The department shall assist executive agencies in

identifying and implementing strategies for retaining employees

who have a disability which include, but are not limited to,

training programs, funding reasonable accommodations, increasing

access to appropriate technologies, and ensuring accessibility

of physical and virtual workplaces.

(f) The department shall adopt rules relating to forms that

provide for the voluntary self-identification of individuals who

have a disability who are employed by an executive agency.

(g) This subsection does not create any substantive or

procedural right or benefit enforceable at law or in equity

against the state or a state agency, or an officer, employee, or

agent thereof.

Section 26. Effective January 1, 2016, paragraph (e) 1is
added to subsection (1) of section 280.16, Florida Statutes, to
read:

280.16 Requirements of qualified public depositories;
confidentiality.—

(1) In addition to any other requirements specified in this
chapter, qualified public depositories shall:

(e) Participate in the Financial Literacy Program for

Individuals with Developmental Disabilities as required under s.

17.68.

Section 27. Subsection (9) of section 393.063, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

393.063 Definitions.—For the purposes of this chapter, the
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(9) “Developmental disability” means a disorder or syndrome

term:

that is attributable to intellectual disability, cerebral palsy,

autism, Down syndrome, spina bifida, or Prader-Willi syndrome;

that manifests before the age of 18; and that constitutes a
substantial handicap that can reasonably be expected to continue
indefinitely.

Section 28. Employment First Act.—

(1) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be cited as the

“Employment First Act.”

(2) LEGISLATIVE INTENT.—The Legislature finds that

employment is the most direct and cost-effective means to assist

an individual in achieving independence and fulfillment;

however, individuals with disabilities are confronted by unique

barriers to employment that inhibit their opportunities to

compete fairly in the labor force. It is the intent of the

Legislature to provide a framework for a long-term commitment to

improving employment outcomes for individuals with disabilities

in this state through the implementation of the Employment First
Act.

(3) PURPOSE.—The purpose of the Employment First Act is to

prioritize employment of individuals with disabilities and to

change the employment system to better integrate individuals

with disabilities into the workforce. The Employment First Act

encourages a collaborative effort between state agencies and

organizations to achieve better employment outcomes for

individuals with disabilities.

(4) INTERAGENCY COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT.—The following state

agencies and organizations shall develop an interagency

Page 77 of 96
4/29/2015 10:25:49 AM ED.1.04792




2216
2217
2218
2219
2220
2221
2222
2223
2224
2225
2226
2227
2228
2229
2230
2231
2232
2233
2234
2235
2236
2237
2238
2239
2240
2241
2242
2243
2244

Florida Senate - 2015 SENATOR AMENDMENT
Bill No. CS/SB 602, 1lst Eng.

|ONAWN ===

cooperative agreement to implement the Employment First Act:

(a) The Division of Vocational Rehabilitation of the

Department of Education.

(b) The Division of Blind Services of the Department of

Education.

(c) The Bureau of Exceptional Education and Student

Services of the Department of Education.

(d) The Agency for Persons with Disabilities.

(e) The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Program of the

Department of Children and Families.

The Department of Economic Opportunity.

CareerSource Florida, Inc.

The Florida Developmental Disabilities Council.

Other appropriate organizations.

)
(9)
(h)
(1) Florida Association of Rehabilitation Facilities.
(3)
(5)

ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES.—The interagency cooperative

agreement shall outline the roles and responsibilities of the

state agencies and organizations identified in subsection (4).

The objectives of the interagency cooperative agreement must

include all of the following:

(a) Establishing a commitment by leadership of the state

agencies and organizations to maximize the resources and

coordination to improve employment outcomes for individuals with

disabilities who seek publicly funded services.

(b) Developing strategic goals and benchmarks to assist the

state agencies and organizations in the implementation of this

agreement.

(c) Identifying financing and contracting methods that will

help to prioritize employment for individuals with disabilities
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by state agencies and organizations.

(d) Establishing training methods to better integrate

individuals with disabilities into the workforce.

(e) Ensuring collaborative efforts between multiple

agencies to achieve the purposes of this act.

(f) Promoting service innovations to better assist

individuals with disabilities in the workplace.

(g) Identifying accountability measures to ensure the

sustainability of this agreement.

Section 29. Florida Unique Abilities Partner program.—

(1) CREATION AND PURPOSE.—The Department of Economic

Opportunity shall establish the Florida Unique Abilities Partner

program to designate a business entity as a Florida Unique

Abilities Partner if the business entity demonstrates

commitment, through employment or support, to the independence

of individuals who have a disability. The department shall

consult with the Agency for Persons with Disabilities, the

Division of Vocational Rehabilitation of the Department of

Education, the Division of Blind Services of the Department of

Education, and CareerSource Florida, Inc., in creating the

program.

(2) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section, the term:

(a) “Department” means the Department of Economic

Opportunity.

(b) “Individuals who have a disability” means persons who

have a physical or intellectual impairment that substantially

limits one or more major life activities; persons who have a

history or record of such an impairment; or persons who are

perceived by others as having such an impairment.
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(a) A business entity may apply to the department to be

(3) DESIGNATION.—

designated as a Florida Unique Abilities Partner, based on the

business entity’s achievements in at least one of the following

categories:

1. Employment of individuals who have a disability.

2. Contributions to local or national disability

organizations.

3. Contributions to or the establishment of a program that

contributes to the independence of individuals who have a

disability.

(b) As an alternative to application by a business entity,

the department must consider nominations from members of the

community where the business entity is located. The nomination

must identify the business entity’s achievements in at least one

of the categories provided in paragraph (a).

(c) The name, location, and contact information of the

business entity must be included in the business entity’s

application or nomination.

(d) The department shall adopt procedures for the

application, nomination, and designation processes for the

Florida Unique Abilities Partner program. Designation as a

Florida Unique Abilities Partner does not establish or involve

licensure, does not affect the substantial interests of a party,

and does not constitute a final agency action. The Florida

Unique Abilities Partner program and designation are not subject

to chapter 120, Florida Statutes.

(4) ELIGIBILITY AND AWARD.—In determining the eligibility

for the designation of a business entity as a Florida Unique
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Abilities Partner, the department shall consider, at a minimum,

the following criteria:

(a) For a designation based on an application by a

business:

1. A business entity must certify that it employs at least

one individual who has a disability. Such employees must be

residents of this state and must have been employed by the

business entity for at least 9 months before the business

entity’s application for the designation. The department may not

require the employer to provide personally identifiable

information about its employees;

2. A business entity must certify that it has made

contributions to local and national disability organizations or

contributions in support of individuals who have a disability.

Contributions may be accomplished through financial or in-kind

contributions, including employee volunteer hours. Contributions

must be documented by providing copies of written receipts or

letters of acknowledgment from recipients or donees. A business

entity with 100 or fewer employees must make a financial or in-

kind contribution of at least $1,000, and a business entity with

more than 100 employees must make a financial or in-kind

contribution of at least $5,000; or

3. A business entity must certify that it has established,

or has contributed to the establishment of, a program that

contributes to the independence of individuals who have a

disability. Contributions must be documented by providing copies

of written receipts, a summary of the program, program

materials, or letters of acknowledgment from program

participants or volunteers. A business entity with 100 or fewer
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employees must make a financial or in-kind contribution of at

least $1,000 in the program, and a business entity with more

than 100 employees must make a financial or in-kind contribution
of at least $5,000.

A business entity that applies to the department to be

designated as a Florida Unique Abilities Partner shall be

awarded the designation upon meeting the requirements of this

section.

(b) For a designation based upon receipt of a nomination of

a business entity:

1. The department shall determine whether the nominee,

based on the information provided by the nominating person or

entity, meets the requirements of paragraph (a). The department

may request additional information from the nominee.

2. If the nominee meets the requirements, the department

shall provide notice, including the qualification criteria

provided in the nomination, to the nominee regarding the

nominee’s eligibility to be awarded a designation as a Florida

Unique Abilities Partner.

3. The nominee shall be provided 30 days from the receipt

of the notice to certify that the information in the notice is

true and accurate and accept the nomination; or to decline the

nomination. After 30 days, if the nomination has not been

accepted, the department may not award the designation. If the

nominee accepts the nomination, the department shall award the

designation. If the nominee declines the nomination, the

department may not award the designation.

(5) ANNUAL CERTIFICATION.—After an initial designation as a
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Florida Unique Abilities Partner, a business entity must certify

each year that it continues to meet the criteria for the

designation. If a business entity does not submit the yearly

certification of continued eligibility, the department shall

remove the designation. A business entity may elect to

discontinue its use of the designation at any time by notifying

the department of such decision.

(6) LOGO DEVELOPMENT.—

(a) The department, in consultation with members of the

disability community, shall develop a logo that identifies a

business entity that is designated as a Florida Unique Abilities

Partner.

(b) The department shall adopt guidelines and requirements

for use of the logo, including how the logo may be used in

advertising. The department may allow a business entity to

display a Florida Unique Abilities Partner logo upon

designation. A business entity that has not been designated as a

Florida Unique Abilities Partner or has elected to discontinue

its designated status may not display the logo.
(7) WEBSITE.—The department shall maintain a website for

the program. At a minimum, the website must provide: a list of

business entities, by county, that currently have the Florida

Unique Abilities Partner designation, updated quarterly;

information regarding the eligibility requirements for the

designation and the method of application or nomination; and

best practices for business entities to facilitate the inclusion

of individuals who have a disability, updated annually. The

website may provide links to the websites of organizations or

other resources that will aid business entities to employ or
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support individuals who have a disability.

(8) INTERAGENCY COLLABORATION.—

(a) The Agency for Persons with Disabilities shall provide

a link on its website to the department’s website for the

Florida Unique Abilities Partner program.

(b) On a quarterly basis, the department shall provide the

Florida Tourism Industry Marketing Corporation with a current

list of all businesses that are designated as Florida Unique

Abilities Partners. The Florida Tourism Industry Marketing

Corporation must consider the Florida Unique Abilities Partner

program in the development of marketing campaigns, and

specifically in any targeted marketing campaign for individuals

who have a disability or their families.

(c) The department and CareerSource Florida, Inc., shall

identify employment opportunities posted by business entities

that currently have the Florida Unique Abilities Partner

designation on the workforce information system under s.
445,011, Florida Statutes.
(9) REPORT.—

(a) By January 1, 2016, the department shall provide a

report to the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the

House of Representatives on the status of the implementation of

this section, including the adoption of rules, development of

the logo, and development of application procedures.

(b) Beginning in 2016 and each year thereafter, the

department’s annual report required under s. 20.60, Florida

Statutes, must describe in detail the progress and use of the

program. At a minimum, the report must include the following

information for the most recent year: the number of applications
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2419 and nominations received; the number of nominations accepted and

2420 declined; designations awarded; annual certifications; use of

2421 information provided under subsection (8); and any other

2422 information deemed necessary to evaluate the program.

2423 (10) RULES.—The department shall adopt rules to administer

2424 this section.
2425 Section 30. For the 2015-2016 fiscal year, the sums of

2426 $100,000 in recurring funds and $100,000 in nonrecurring funds

2427 | from the Special Employment Security Administration Trust Fund

2428 are appropriated to the Department of Economic Opportunity for

2429 |the purpose of funding the development, implementation, and

2430 administration of the Florida Unique Abilities Partner program
2431 created by this act.
2432 Section 31. For the 2015-2016 fiscal year, the sums of

2433 $63,664 in recurring funds and $73,570 in nonrecurring funds

2434 from the Insurance Regulatory Trust Fund are appropriated to the

2435 |Consumer Assistance Program within the Department of Financial

2436 Services, and one full-time equivalent position with associated

2437 salary rate of 41,114 is authorized for the program for the

2438 |purpose of implementing the Financial Literacy Program for

2439 Individuals with Developmental Disabilities created by this act.
2440 Section 32. For the 2015-2016 fiscal year, the following

2441 sums are appropriated for the purpose of implementing the

2442 amendments made by this act to s. 110.112, Florida Statutes,

2443 |relating to the employment of individuals who have a disability:
2444 (1) The sums of $138,692 in recurring funds and $26,264 in

2445 nonrecurring funds are appropriated from the State Personnel

2446 System Trust Fund to the Department of Management Services, and

2447 two full-time equivalent positions with associated salary rate
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of 92,762 are authorized.

(2) The sum of $88,285 from the General Revenue Fund and

the sum of $76,671 from trust funds within the Human Resource

Services appropriation category are appropriated to Administered

Funds.
Section 33. Except as otherwise expressly provided in this
act, this act shall take effect July 1, 2015.

================= T I T LE A MENIDMENT =s===============

And the title is amended as follows:
Delete lines 839 - 899

and insert:
An act relating to education; amending s. 446.021,
F.S.; revising terms; amending s. 446.032, F.S.;
conforming a provision to changes made by the act;
requiring the Department of Education, in
collaboration with the Department of Economic
Opportunity, to identify, develop, and register
specified apprenticeship programs; requiring the
department to annually submit an accountability report
with specified requirements to the Governor, the
Legislature, and the Higher Education Coordinating
Council; requiring the department to post on its
Internet website specified information regarding
apprenticeship programs; amending s. 446.045, F.S.;
clarifying State Apprenticeship Advisory Council
membership; amending s. 446.052, F.S.; requiring the
Department of Education, in collaboration with the

Department of Economic Opportunity, to identify,
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2477 develop, and register specified preapprenticeship
2478 programs; requiring the department to annually submit
2479 an accountability report with specified requirements
2480 to the Governor, the Legislature, and the Higher

2481 Education Coordinating Council; requiring the

2482 department to post on its Internet website specified
2483 information regarding preapprenticeship programs;
2484 requiring the Department of Education, in

2485 collaboration with the Department of Economic

2486 Opportunity and CareerSource Florida, Inc., to submit
2487 an operational report to the Governor, the

2488 Legislature, and the Higher Education Coordinating
2489 Council with specified information; providing for
2490 expiration; amending s. 446.081, F.S.; clarifying the
2491 limitations of certain provisions; amending s.

2492 446.091, F.S.; conforming a provision to a change made
2493 by the act; amending s. 446.092, F.S.; revising

2494 characteristics of an apprenticeable occupation;

2495 creating s. 1001.92, F.S.; requiring the Board of
2496 Governors to base state performance funds for the
2497 State University System on specified metrics adopted
2498 by the board; specifying allocation of the funds;
2499 requiring certain funds to be withheld from an

2500 institution based on specified performance; requiring
2501 the board to submit a report by a specified time to
2502 the Governor and the Legislature; requiring the board
2503 to adopt rules; amending s. 1002.385, F.S.; revising
2504 definitions applicable to the Florida Personal

2505 Learning Scholarship Accounts Program; revising
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2506 scholarship application deadlines and guidelines;
2507 revising provisions to conform to the designation of
2508 eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organizations;
2509 requiring authorized program funds to support the
2510 student’s educational needs; requiring the Florida
2511 Prepaid College Board to create certain procedures;
2512 authorizing part-time private tutoring services by
2513 persons meeting certain requirements; authorizing
2514 program funds to be spent for specified education
2515 programs and services; revising the conditions under
2516 which a student’s personal learning scholarship
2517 account must be closed; revising the responsibilities
2518 for school districts; revising requirements for a
2519 private school’s eligibility to participate in the
2520 program; revising responsibilities of the Department
2521 of Education and the Commissioner of Education with
2522 respect to program administration; revising
2523 responsibilities for parents and students to
2524 participate in the program; requiring a parent to
2525 affirm that program funds are used only for authorized
2526 purposes that serve the student’s educational needs;
2527 revising responsibilities of an organization
2528 pertaining to the administration of personal learning
2529 scholarship accounts; revising the wait list and
2530 priority of approving renewal and new applications;
2531 revising the notice requirement of an organization;
2532 authorizing accrued interest to be used for authorized
2533 expenditures; requiring accrued interest to be
2534 reverted as a part of reverted scholarship funds;
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2535 revising taxable income requirements; removing

2536 obsolete audit requirements; requiring the Auditor
2537 General to provide a copy of each annual operational
2538 audit performed to the Commissioner of Education

2539 within a specified timeframe; requiring the department
2540 to provide an annual report to the Governor and the
2541 Legislature regarding the program; prescribing report
2542 requirements; providing for future repeal of

2543 provisions pertaining to an implementation schedule of
2544 notification and eligibility timelines; amending s.
2545 1002.395, F.S.; revising the use of eligible

2546 contributions by eligible nonprofit scholarship-

2547 funding organizations; revising the surety bond

2548 requirements for nonprofit scholarship-funding

2549 organizations submitting initial and renewal

2550 scholarship program participation applications;

2551 amending s. 1009.971, F.S.; revising the powers and
2552 duties of the Florida Prepaid College Board to include
2553 specified rulemaking authority; amending ss. 1009.98
2554 and 1009.981, F.S.; authorizing a prepaid college plan
2555 or a college savings plan to be purchased, accounted
2556 for, used, and terminated under certain circumstances;
2557 specifying rulemaking requirements applicable to the
2558 department; creating s. 1004.084, F.S.; requiring the
2559 Board of Governors of the State University System and
2560 the State Board of Education to submit annual reports
2561 to the Governor and Legislature relating to college
2562 affordability; amending s. 1004.085, F.S.; revising
2563 provisions relating to textbook affordability to

Page 89 of 96
4/29/2015 10:25:49 AM ED.1.04792




Florida Senate - 2015 SENATOR AMENDMENT
Bill No. CS/SB 602, 1lst Eng.

IR ===
2564 include instructional materials; defining the term
2565 “instructional materials”; requiring Florida College
2566 System institution and state university boards of
2567 trustees to identify wide variances in the costs of,
2568 and in the frequency of changes in the selection of,
2569 textbooks and instructional materials for certain
2570 courses; requiring the boards of trustees to send
2571 identified courses to the academic department chairs
2572 for review; providing for legislative review and
2573 repeal of specified provisions; requiring
2574 postsecondary institutions to consult with certain
2575 school districts to identify certain practices;
2576 requiring cost-benefit analyses relating to textbooks
2577 and instructional materials; providing reporting
2578 requirements; amending s. 1006.735, F.S.; establishing
2579 the Rapid Response Education and Training Program
2580 within the Complete Florida Plus Program; requiring
2581 the Complete Florida Plus Program to work with
2582 Enterprise Florida, Inc., to offer certain education
2583 and training commitments to businesses; specifying the
2584 duties of the program; requiring reports to the
2585 Legislature; requiring the Division of Career and
2586 Adult Education within the Department of Education to
2587 conduct an analysis and assessment of the
2588 effectiveness of the education and training programs;
2589 amending s. 1009.22, F.S.; revising the amount by
2590 which tuition may vary for the combined total of the
2591 standard tuition and out-of-state fees; amending s.
2592 1009.23, F.S.; prohibiting resident tuition at a
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2593 Florida College System institution from exceeding a
2594 specified amount per credit hour; revising the amount
2595 by which tuition may vary for the combined total of
2596 the standard tuition and out-of-state fees; requiring
2597 a Florida College System institution to publicly
2598 notice meetings at which votes on proposed tuition or
2599 fee increases are scheduled; amending s. 1009.24,
2600 F.S.; prohibiting resident undergraduate tuition at a
2601 state university from exceeding a specified amount per
2602 credit hour; removing authority for a designee of the
2603 Board of Governors to establish graduate and
2604 professional tuition and out-of-state fees;
2605 prohibiting graduate and professional program tuition
2606 from exceeding a specified amount; requiring a state
2607 university to publicly notice meetings at which votes
2608 on proposed tuition or fee increases are scheduled;
2609 creating s. 1004.6501, F.S.; providing a short title;
2610 providing purposes and legislative intent; defining
2611 terms; establishing eligibility requirements for
2612 enrollment in the Florida Postsecondary Comprehensive
2613 Transition Program; requiring eligible institutions to
2614 make student eligibility determinations; establishing
2615 the Florida Center for Students with Unique Abilities;
2616 specifying the duties of the center and the center
2617 director; specifying application requirements for
2618 initial approval and renewal of approval; requiring an
2619 eligible institution with an approved program to
2620 submit an annual report to the center by a specified
2621 date; establishing a Florida Postsecondary
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2622 Comprehensive Transition Program Scholarship for

2623 certain qualified students; specifying the

2624 requirements for a student to maintain eligibility for
2625 the scholarship; providing for the distribution of
2626 scholarship funds; requiring an eligible institution
2627 to report certain data and information to the center;
2628 requiring an eligible institution to certify and

2629 report the amount of funds disbursed and undisbursed
2630 advances to the center by a specified date; requiring
2631 the center, with the Board of Governors and the State
2632 Board of Education, to identify program progress and
2633 performance indicators; requiring an annual report to
2634 the Governor, the President of the Senate, the Speaker
2635 of the House of Representatives, the Chancellor of the
2636 State University System, and the Commissioner of

2637 Education by a specified date; requiring the center,
2638 with other stakeholders, to submit to the Governor,
2639 the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the
2640 House of Representatives statutory or budget

2641 recommendations for the program; requiring the Board
2642 of Governors and the State Board of Education, in

2643 consultation with the center, to adopt regulations and
2644 rules; creating s. 17.68, F.S.; providing legislative
2645 findings; establishing the Financial Literacy Program
2646 for Individuals with Developmental Disabilities within
2647 the Department of Financial Services; requiring the
2648 department to develop and implement the program in
2649 consultation with specified stakeholders; providing
2650 for the participation of banks, credit unions, savings
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2651 associations, and savings banks; requiring the program
2652 to provide information and other offerings on

2653 specified issues to individuals with developmental
2654 disabilities and employers in this state; requiring
2655 the department to establish on its website a

2656 clearinghouse for information regarding the program
2657 and to publish a brochure describing the program;

2658 requiring, by a specified date, qualified public

2659 depositories to make copies of the department’s

2660 brochure available and provide a hyperlink on their
2661 websites to the department’s website for the program;
2662 reordering and amending s. 110.107, F.S.; revising
2663 definitions and defining the term “individual who has
2664 a disability”; amending s. 110.112, F.S.; revising the
2665 state’s equal employment opportunity policy to include
2666 individuals who have a disability; requiring each

2667 executive agency to annually report to the Department
2668 of Management Services regarding the agency’s progress
2669 in increasing employment among certain

2670 underrepresented groups; revising the required content
2671 of the department’s annual workforce report; requiring
2672 the department to develop and implement certain

2673 programs geared toward individuals who have a

2674 disability; requiring the department to develop

2675 training programs by a specified date; requiring each
2676 executive agency to develop a plan regarding the

2677 employment of individuals who have a disability by a
2678 specified date; requiring the department to report to
2679 the Governor and the Legislature regarding
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2680 implementation; requiring the department to compile
2681 and post data regarding the hiring practices of

2682 executive agencies regarding the employment of

2683 individuals who have a disability; requiring the

2684 department to assist executive agencies in identifying
2685 strategies to retain employees who have a disability;
2686 requiring the department to adopt certain rules;

2687 specifying that the act does not create any

2688 enforceable right or benefit; amending s. 280.16,

2689 F.S.; requiring a qualified public depository to

2690 participate in the Financial Literacy Program for

2691 Individuals with Developmental Disabilities; amending
2692 s. 393.063, F.S.; revising the definition of the term
2693 “developmental disability” to include Down syndrome;
2694 creating the “Employment First Act”; providing

2695 legislative intent; providing a purpose; requiring
2696 specified state agencies and organizations to develop
2697 and implement an interagency cooperative agreement;
2698 requiring the interagency cooperative agreement to
2699 provide the roles, responsibilities, and objectives of
2700 state agencies and organizations; requiring the

2701 Department of Economic Opportunity, in consultation
2702 with other organizations, to create the Florida Unique
2703 Abilities Partner program; defining terms; authorizing
2704 a business entity to apply to the department for

2705 designation; requiring the department to consider

2706 nominations of business entities for designation;

2707 requiring the department to adopt procedures for

2708 application and designation processes; establishing
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2709 criteria for a business entity to be designated as a
2710 Florida Unique Abilities Partner; requiring a business
2711 entity to certify that it continues to meet the

2712 established criteria for designation each year;

2713 requiring the department to remove the designation if
2714 a business entity does not submit yearly certification
2715 of continued eligibility; authorizing a business

2716 entity to discontinue its use of the designation;

2717 requiring the department, in consultation with the
2718 disability community, to develop a logo for business
2719 entities designated as Florida Unique Abilities

2720 Program Partners; requiring the department to adopt
2721 guidelines and requirements for use of the logo;

2722 authorizing the department to allow a designated

2723 business entity to display a logo; prohibiting the use
2724 of a logo if a business entity does not have a current
2725 designation; requiring the department to maintain a
2726 website with specified information; requiring the

2727 Agency for Persons with Disabilities to provide a link
2728 on its website to the department’s website for the
2729 Florida Unique Abilities Partner program; requiring
2730 the department to provide the Florida Tourism Industry
2731 Marketing Corporation with certain information;

27732 requiring the department and CareerSource Florida,
2733 Inc., to identify employment opportunities posted by
2734 employers that receive the Florida Unique Abilities
2735 Partner designation on the workforce information

2736 system; providing report requirements; requiring the
2737 department to adopt rules; providing appropriations;
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2738 providing effective dates.
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