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HB 7021 2015
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to the Fish and Wildlife Conservation
3 Commission; amending s. 379.3012, F.S.; conforming
4 provisions relating to implementation of the alligator
5 management and trapping program to changes made by the
o act; amending s. 379.357, F.S.; revising the time
7 period for which tarpon tags are valid; removing
8 provisions requiring tax collectors to submit unissued
9 tarpon tags and audit reports to the commission;
10 removing provisions requiring individuals to submit
11 information regarding landed tarpon to the commission;
12 amending s. 379.361, F.S.; removing criteria for
13 issuance of restricted species endorsements on
14 saltwater products licenses; amending s. 379.364,
15 F.S.; removing provisions requiring dealers and buyers
16 of certain hides and furs to submit reports to the
17 commission; removing provisions prohibiting the
18 shipment of hides or furs without specified
19 information; amending s. 379.3751, F.S.; removing
20 provisions authorizing the commission to limit the
21 number of participants engaged in the taking of
22 alligators or their eggs; exempting certain persons
23 from alligator trapping license requirements and fees;
24 providing that certain permitholders engaged in the
25 taking of alligators are not required to possess
26 management area permits; amending s. 379.3752, F.S.;
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277 removing provisions requiring alligator hide
28 validation tags to be affixed to the hide of any
29 alligator taken from the wild; revising provisions
30 requiring the commission to transfer certain revenues
31 for alligator husbandry research; requiring the
32 commission to transfer funds, contingent upon certain
33 appropriations, from the alligator management program
34 to the General Inspection Trust Fund for the purpose
35 of providing marketing and education services
36 regarding alligator products produced in this state;
37 removing provisions authorizing the commission to
38 limit the number of tags available for alligators
39 taken pursuant to a collection permit; amending s.
40 379.401, F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made
41 by the act; creating s. 379.412, F.S.; providing
42 penalties for the feeding of wildlife and freshwater
43 fish; providing applicability; defining the term
44 "violation"; repealing s. 379.3011, F.S., relating to
45 the alligator trapping program; repealing s. 379.3013,
46 F.S., relating to alligator study requirements;
477 repealing s. 379.3016, F.S., relating to the unlawful
48 sale of alligator products; repealing s. 379.3017,
49 F.S., relating to products derived or made from the
50 skins of other crocodilia; providing an effective
51 date.
52
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fish of the species Megalops atlanticus, commonly known as

tarpon, Hmegateops—atitantiea)> from the waters of the state. The

tags shall be nontransferable, except that the commission may

allow for a limited number of tags to be purchased by
professional fishing guides for transfer to individuals, and
issued by the commission in order of receipt of a properly
completed application for a nonrefundable fee of $50 per tag.
The commission and any tax collector may sell the tags and
collect the fees therefor. Tarpon tags are valid from January

Jaty 1 through December 31 Jure—30. BeforeAuvgust—Ii5—eof—ecach

= a1 1 o
Tt o<

£ theuwnisswed—+tags+ To defray the cost of

issuing any tag, the issuing tax collector shall collect and
retain as his or her costs, in addition to the tag fee
collected, the amount allowed under s. 379.352(6) for the
issuance of licenses.

(3) An Ne individual may not shaddt take, kill, or possess
any fish of the species Megalops atlanticus megateps—atlantiea,

commonly known as tarpon, unless the sweh individual has

purchased a tarpon tag and securely attached it through the

lower jaw of the fish. Seidindividuwal—shall—within S5 days—after
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licenses; fees.—

(1) (a)

~ o~ A o+ £
T C—CTt T

et
shall be dated when issued and

the date of issuance and shall

sell, possess,

bears on its face in indelible

processing alligators or their

of the licensee to exhibit the

A Ne person may not shadd take or possess any
alligator or the eggs thereof without having been issued an

alligator firstoebtained from the commission o trapping license

as provided in this section. The Sweh license

is issued to take or possess alligators and their eggs,
and process alligators and their hides and meat,
in accordance with law and commission rules. The Sweh license is

shatd not be transferable and is shadd not be valid unless it

whom it is issued. The Sweh license shall be in the personal
possession of the licensee while the licensee suveh persern 1is

taking alligators or their eggs or is selling,

F R EPRESENTATIVE S

2015

remain valid for 12 months after
authorize the person to whom it

and to

ink the name of the person to

possessing, oOr

hides, or meat. The failure

€ggs,

sweh license to a £he commission

law enforcement officer er—3ts

is found selling, possessing,

licensee sweh—persern is found taking alligators or their eggs or

or processing alligators or their

witddlife—-offiecers, when the

eggs, hides, or meat, is shaldt—be a violation of law.
(1) Tr A~ EWNoE T + nt1m DI = B - I~ 2N n £ + 1
\E 1T L\ B W i e jawy oo 1T T \JtJl__LlllQL_L OO C T T T Z0OCITOUIlT L\ T
P U e I, e, A N I I P P NP PP P
O C IO T T [ NIV €5 R S Sy @5 I N S ) (/L_L_L_L\j(/LL,U_L 1T O oo O CTT aTTr sy I o Ul T (/L\AC\iLA(/L [
contral £ +1 P I VS U D [ RS AUy + 1
COTTIC1ITOT A\ LS i B ey ()._L_L_L\j().\.,u_l_ lllullu\jclllcllb (@B Aw § TTOO LT Ve O O tJ_LU\j_L().lll, LS i B ey
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339 (b)+4e)> A Ne person who has been convicted of any violation
340 of s. 379.3015 or s. 379.409 or +he rules of the commission

341 relating to the illegal taking of crocodilian species may not

342| shatt be issued etigible—for—issuvanece—of a license for a period

343| of 5 years subsequent to such conviction. If a Fa—+theevent——such

344| wviolation involves the unauthorized taking of an endangered
345| crocodilian species, a ne license may not shald be issued for 10
346| years subsequent to the conviction.

347 (c) An alligator trapping license is not required for a

348| person taking nuisance alligators pursuant to a contract with

349| the commission. A person assisting contracted nuisance alligator

350 trappers, unless otherwise exempt under paragraph (d), paragraph

351 (e), or paragraph (f), i1s required to possess an alligator

352 trapping agent license as provided in paragraph (2) (c).

353 (d) An alligator trapping agent license is not required

354 for a child under 16 years of age taking alligators under an

355 alligator harvest program implemented by commission rule.

356 (e) An alligator trapping license or alligator trapping

357 agent license is not required for a person taking alligators

358| under a military or disabled veterans event permit issued by the

359 commission pursuant to s. 379.353(2) (q).

360 (f) An alligator trapping license or alligator trapping

361 agent license shall be issued without fee to any disabled

362 resident who meets the requirements of s. 379.353(1).

363 (g) A person engaged in the taking of alligators under any

364| permit issued by the commission which authorizes the take of
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365 alligators is not required to possess a management area permit
366 under s. 379.354(8).
367 (4) A Ne person may not shadtt take any alligator egg
368| occurring in the wild or possess any such egg unless the sueh
369| person has obtained, or is a licensed agent of another person
3701 who has obtained, an alligator egg collection permit. The
371| alligator egg collection permit shall be required in addition to
372 the alligator farming license provided in paragraph (2) (d). The
373| commission may is—awthorized—te assess a fee for issuance of the
374 alligator egg collection permit of up to $5 per egg authorized
375 to be taken or possessed pursuant to such permit. Contingent
376| upon an annual appropriation for alligator marketing and
377| education activities Xrrespeetive of whether o fee is5 assessed,
378 $1 per egg collected and retained, excluding eggs collected on
379| private wetland management areas, shall be transferred from the
380 alligator management program to the General Inspection Trust
381 Fund, to be administered by the Department of Agriculture and
382| Consumer Services for the purpose of providing marketing and
383 education services with respect to alligator products produced
384 in this state, notwithstanding other provisions in this chapter.
385 5 —Fhe—ecommission—shatt—adept—eriteria by rute—+o
3860| establish oppropriate—<guatificationsfeor alligater—colteetors
387| whemay reeceivepermitsPpursuant—teo—this seetion=
388 Section 6. Section 379.3752, Florida Statutes, is amended
389 to read:
390 379.3752 Required tagging of alligators and hides; fees;
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revenues.—The tags provided in this section shall be required in
addition to any license required under s. 379.3751.

(1) A Ne person may not shadtt take any alligator occurring
in the wild or possess any such alligator unless such alligator
is subsequently tagged in the manner required by commission
rule. For the tag required for an alligator hatchling, the
commission is authorized to assess a fee of not more than $15

for each alligator hatchling tag issued. Fhe—ecommissieonshatt
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with—eommission—rultes The commission may is—auwtheorized—te assess

a fee of up to $30 for each alligator hide wvalidation tag
issued. Contingent upon an annual appropriation for alligator

marketing and education activities *rrespeetiveof whetherafee
is—assessed, S5 per validated hide,

excluding those validated
from public hunt programs and alligator farms, shall be
transferred from the alligator management program to the General
Inspection Trust Fund, to be administered by the Department of
Agriculture and Consumer Services for the purpose of providing
marketing and education services with respect to alligator
products produced in this state, notwithstanding other

provisions in this chapter.
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Section 7. of subsection (2) of section
379.401,

379.401

Paragraph (a)
Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read:
Penalties and violations; civil penalties for

noncriminal infractions; criminal penalties; suspension and

forfeiture of licenses and permits.—
(2) (a)

violation if he or she violates any of the following provisions:

LEVEL TWO VIOLATIONS.—A person commits a Level Two

1. Rules or orders of the commission relating to seasons
or time periods for the taking of wildlife, freshwater fish, or
saltwater fish.

2. Rules or orders of the commission establishing bag,
possession,

wildlife,

or size limits or restricting methods of taking
freshwater fish, or saltwater fish.

3. Rules or orders of the commission prohibiting access or
otherwise relating to access to wildlife management areas or
other areas managed by the commission.

4. Rules or orders of the commission relating to the

feeding of wiltddlife—Ffreshwater fish—e¥ saltwater fish.
7

5. Rules or orders of the commission relating to landing
requirements for freshwater fish or saltwater fish.

6. Rules or orders of the commission relating to
or bird

restricted hunting areas, critical wildlife areas,
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443 sanctuaries.

444 7. Rules or orders of the commission relating to tagging
445| requirements for wildlife and fur-bearing animals.

446 8. Rules or orders of the commission relating to the use
447 of dogs for the taking of wildlife.

448 9. Rules or orders of the commission which are not

449| otherwise classified.

450 10. Rules or orders of the commission prohibiting the
451| unlawful use of finfish traps.

452 11. All prohibitions in this chapter which are not

453| otherwise classified.

454 12. Section 379.33, prohibiting the wviolation of or

455| noncompliance with commission rules.

456 13. Section 379.407(7), prohibiting the sale, purchase,
457 harvest, or attempted harvest of any saltwater product with
458 intent to sell.

459 14. Section 379.2421, prohibiting the obstruction of

460| waterways with net gear.

461 15. Section 379.413, prohibiting the unlawful taking of
462| bonefish.

463 16. Section 379.365(2) (a) and (b), prohibiting the

464| possession or use of stone crab traps without trap tags and
465 theft of trap contents or gear.

466 17. Section 379.366(4) (b), prohibiting the theft of blue
467 crab trap contents or trap gear.

468 18. Section 379.3671(2) (c), prohibiting the possession or
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469| wuse of spiny lobster traps without trap tags or certificates and
470 theft of trap contents or trap gear.

471 19. Section 379.357, prohibiting the possession of tarpon
472 without purchasing a tarpon tag.

473 20N R ) r rdara £ + oanmm T oo PN ZNE VPN SN T SNE I I RSN =
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474 £ A = P £ T T e P ik I
- \J._I_J.J.\j g T T TIT T g u_L_L_L\juL,VJ_U g | S N W) U W S S =]
475 0.2%= Section 379.105, prohibiting the intentional

476 harassment of hunters, fishers, or trappers.
477 Section 8. Section 379.412, Florida Statutes, is created
478 to read:

479 379.412 Penalties for feeding wildlife and freshwater
480 fish.—
481 (1) (a) The penalties in this section apply to a violation

482| of any rule or order of the commission that prohibits or

483 restricts:

484 1. Feeding wildlife or freshwater fish with food or

485 garbage;
486 2. Attracting or enticing wildlife or freshwater fish with

487 food or garbage; or

488 3. Allowing the placement of food or garbage in a manner

489 that attracts or entices wildlife or freshwater fish.

490 (b) This section does not apply to rules or orders of the

491 commission relating to:

492 1. Animals held in captivity;

493 2. Restricting the taking or hunting of species over bait

494 or intentionally placed or deposited food; or

Page 19 of 22

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.
hb7021-00



F L ORTIDA H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATIVE S

HB 7021 2015

495 3. Restricting the taking or hunting of species in

496| proximity to feeding stations.

497 (2) A person who violates a prohibition or restriction

498 identified in subsection (1):

499 (a) For a first violation, commits a noncriminal

500 infraction, punishable by a civil penalty of $100.

501 1. A person cited for a violation under this paragraph

502 shall sign and accept a citation to appear before the county

503| court. The issuing officer may indicate on the citation the time

504 and location of the scheduled hearing and shall indicate the

505| applicable civil penalty.

506 2. A person cited for a violation may pay the civil

507| penalty by mail or in person within 30 days after receipt of the

508 citation. If the civil penalty is paid, the person is deemed to

509| have admitted committing the violation and to have waived his or

510 her right to a hearing before the county court. Such admission

511| may not be used as evidence in any other proceedings except to

512 determine the appropriate fine for any subsequent violations.

513 3. A person who refuses to accept a citation, who fails to

514| pay the civil penalty for a violation, or who fails to appear

515| before a county court as required commits a misdemeanor of the

516 second degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s.

517 775.083.

518 4. A person who elects to appear before the county court

519 or who is required to appear before the county court is deemed

520 to have waived the limitations on civil penalties provided under
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521 this paragraph. After a hearing, the county court shall

522 determine if a violation has been committed, and if so, may

523| impose a civil penalty of not less than $100. A person found

524| guilty of committing a violation may appeal that finding to the

525| circuit court. The commission of a violation must be proved

526| beyond a reasonable doubt.

527 (b) For second and subsequent violations, when all

528 violations are related to freshwater fish or wildlife other than

529| Dbears or alligators or other crocodilians, commits a misdemeanor

530 of the second degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s.

531 775.083.

532 (c) For a second violation, when all violations are

533| related to bears or alligators or other crocodilians, commits a

534| misdemeanor of the second degree, punishable as provided in s.

535 775.082 or s. 775.083.

536 (d) For a third wviolation, when all violations are related

537 to bears or alligators or other crocodilians, commits a

538| misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable as provided in s.

539 775.082 or s. 775.083.

540 (e) For a fourth or subsequent violation, when all

541 violations are related to bears or alligators or other

542 crocodilians, commits a felony of the third degree, punishable

543 as provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084.

544 (3) As used in this section, the term "violation" means

545 any judicial disposition other than acquittal or dismissal.

546 Section 9. Sections 379.3011, 379.3013, 379.3016, and
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379.3017, Florida Statutes, are repealed.

Section 10.

law.

This act shall take effect upon becoming a
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