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CS/HB 7021 2015
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to the Fish and Wildlife Conservation
3 Commission; amending ss. 327.37, 327.39, and 327.50,
4 F.S.; requiring that personal floatation devices be
5 used in accordance with the United States Coast Guard
6 approval label during operation of certain vessels or
7 personal watercraft or while engaged in water skiing,
8 parasailing, aquaplaning, and similar activities;
9 reenacting s. 327.50(1) (a), F.S., relating to vessel
10 safety equipment, to incorporate changes to federal
11 regulations; amending s. 379.3012, F.S.; conforming
12 provisions relating to implementation of the alligator
13 management and trapping program to changes made by the
14 act; amending s. 379.357, F.S.; revising the time
15 period for which tarpon tags are valid; removing
16 provisions requiring tax collectors to submit unissued
17 tarpon tags and audit reports to the commission;
18 removing provisions requiring individuals to submit
19 information regarding landed tarpon to the commission;
20 amending s. 379.361, F.S.; removing criteria for
21 issuance of restricted species endorsements on
22 saltwater products licenses; amending s. 379.364,
23 F.S.; removing provisions requiring dealers and buyers
24 of certain hides and furs to submit reports to the
25 commission; removing provisions prohibiting the
26 shipment of hides or furs without specified
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277 information; amending s. 379.3751, F.S.; removing
28 provisions authorizing the commission to limit the
29 number of participants engaged in the taking of
30 alligators or their eggs; exempting certain persons
31 from alligator trapping license requirements and fees;
32 providing that certain permitholders engaged in the
33 taking of alligators are not required to possess
34 management area permits; amending s. 379.3752, F.S.;
35 removing provisions requiring alligator hide
36 validation tags to be affixed to the hide of any
37 alligator taken from the wild; revising provisions
38 requiring the commission to transfer certain revenues
39 for alligator husbandry research; requiring the
40 commission to transfer funds, contingent upon certain
41 appropriations, from the alligator management program
42 to the General Inspection Trust Fund for the purpose
43 of providing marketing and education services
44 regarding alligator products produced in this state;
45 removing provisions authorizing the commission to
46 limit the number of tags available for alligators
47 taken pursuant to a collection permit; amending s.
48 379.401, F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made
49 by the act; creating s. 379.412, F.S.; providing
50 penalties for the feeding of wildlife and freshwater
51 fish; providing applicability; defining the term
52 "violation"; repealing s. 379.3011, F.S., relating to
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53 the alligator trapping program; repealing s. 379.3013,
54 F.S., relating to alligator study requirements;
55 repealing s. 379.3016, F.S., relating to the unlawful
56 sale of alligator products; repealing s. 379.3017,
57 F.S., relating to products derived or made from the
58 skins of other crocodilia; providing an effective
59 date.

60
61| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
62
63 Section 1. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of section

64 327.37, Florida Statutes, i1s amended to read:

65 327.37 Water skis, parasails, aquaplanes, kiteboarding,
66| kitesurfing, and moored ballooning regulated.—

67 (2)

68 (b) A person may not engage in water skiing, parasailing,
69 aquaplaning, or any similar activity unless such person is

70| wearing a noninflatable £ype—TF+—type—TE—type—TEE—or—type—W¥

71| personal flotation device currently approved by the United

72 States Coast Guard and used in accordance with the United States

73 Coast Guard approval label.

74 Section 2. Subsection (1) of section 327.39, Florida

75 Statutes, 1is amended to read:

76 327.39 Personal watercraft reqgulated.—

77 (1) A person may not operate a personal watercraft unless

78 each person riding on or being towed behind such vessel is
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79 wearing a Eype—TFt+—Etype—HtE—EtypeFTFE—or—type—¥ personal

80 flotation device, other than an inflatable device, currently

81 approved by the United States Coast Guard and used in accordance

82| with the United States Coast Guard approval label.

83 Section 3. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section

84 327.50, Florida Statutes, is amended, and paragraph (a) of that
85 subsection is reenacted, to read:

86 327.50 Vessel safety regulations; equipment and lighting
87| requirements.—

88 (1) (a) The owner and operator of every vessel on the

89 waters of this state shall carry, store, maintain, and use

90 safety equipment in accordance with current United States Coast
91| Guard safety equipment requirements as specified in the Code of
92 Federal Regulations, unless expressly exempted by the

93 department.

94 (b) A Ne person may not shadtd operate a vessel less than
95| 26 feet in length on the waters of this state unless every

96| person under 6 years of age on board the vessel is wearing a

PIN TT S X TN TTT
e C i e E E 7

97 + 7y T + ot (e
CyYyMCTT 7 cCyYyprPT 7 o DA |Sa-

&S gard—approved personal

98 flotation device currently approved by the United States Coast

99 Guard and used in accordance with the United States Coast Guard

100 approval label while such vessel is underway. For the purpose of

101| this section, "underway" means shati—mean at all times except
102 when a vessel i1s anchored, moored, made fast to the shore, or
103 aground.

104 Section 4. Section 379.3012, Florida Statutes, is amended
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141 43> The powers and duties of the commission to implement

142 the alligator management program do herewnder—shaltdt not be

143 construed——se—as—+te supersede the regulatory authority or lawful
144 responsibility of the Department of Agriculture and Consumer
145 Services, the Department of Health, or any local governmental
146| entity regarding the processing or handling of food products,
147 but are shatdi—Pbe—deemed supplemental thereto.

148 Section 5. Subsections (1) and (3) of section 379.357,
149 Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

150 379.357 Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission license
151| program for tarpon; fees; penalties.—

152 (1) The commission shall establish a license program for
153| the purpose of issuing tags to individuals desiring to harvest

154 fish of the species Megalops atlanticus, commonly known as

155 tarpon, Hmegatops—atitantiea) from the waters of the state. The

156 tags shall be nontransferable, except that the commission may
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hides or furs skimas within the state until the sweh person has

been licensed as herein provided in this section.

(2) A person Any—resident—dealer—eor—buyer who solicits
business through the mail meids, or by advertising, or who
travels to buy or employs or has other agents or buyers, shall
be deemed a dealer.

(3) A resident state dealer amd must pay a license fee of
$100 per annum.

(4)43> A nonresident dealer er—buyer must pay a license

fee of $500 per annum.

om0 oo zomint Lo ]2 A~ Ny o +h M Atzd o g~ £
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+h1 a0 ~hoarnd Ao ISR R S VYN S NPNE 8 S =N ahatr +h EENE R £ ook
cCir S CriaptCTry; SutCit tCpPpOoTrtc St Siow i ot utr S O Suottt

Mt o n N ooy o~y e e o v masz At e arga o ~Tl i ol g r oo
CxX P TTOTT I COmMMmotT—Carr T ity 1Ot KIOw Ity oSttt p O tcIraitopOoOT T

Section 8. Subsections (1), (4), and (5) of section
379.3751, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

379.3751 Taking and possession of alligators; trapping
licenses; fees.—
(1) (a) A Ne person may not shaltd take or possess any

alligator or the eggs thereof without having been issued an
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365 alligator first—obtainedfromthe commisston—a—trapping license

366| aond—pard—the—fee as provided in this section. The Sueh license
367 shall be dated when issued and remain valid for 12 months after
368| the date of issuance and shall authorize the person to whom it
369| 1is issued to take or possess alligators and their eggs, and to
370 sell, possess, and process alligators and their hides and meat,
371| 1in accordance with law and commission rules. The Sweh license is
372| shadlE not be transferable and is shadd not be valid unless it
373| bears on its face in indelible ink the name of the person to

374| whom it is issued. The Sweh license shall be in the personal

375| possession of the licensee while the licensee sueh persern 1is

376| taking alligators or their eggs or is selling, possessing, or
377| processing alligators or their eggs, hides, or meat. The failure
378 of the licensee to exhibit the sweh license to a £he commission

379 law enforcement officer erdts—wiltdlife officers, when the

380 licensee suweh—persern is found taking alligators or their eggs or
381 is found selling, possessing, or processing alligators or their

382 eggs, hides, or meat, is shald—be a violation of law.
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388 (b)4e}> A Ne person who has been convicted of any wviolation

389 of s. 379.3015 or s. 379.409 or +he rules of the commission

390 relating to the illegal taking of crocodilian species may not

Page 15 of 23

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.
hb7021-01-c1



F L ORTIDA H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

CS/HB 7021 2015

391| shalt be issued eligibltefor issuvance—eof a license for a period

392 of 5 years subsequent to such conviction. If a Far—theevent——suech

393| wviolation involves the unauthorized taking of an endangered
394 crocodilian species, a ®e license may not shaidt be issued for 10
395| years subsequent to the conviction.

396 (c) An alligator trapping license is not required for a

397| person taking nuisance alligators pursuant to a contract with

398 the commission. A person assisting contracted nuisance alligator

399| trappers, unless otherwise exempt under paragraph (d), paragraph

400 (e), or paragraph (f), is required to possess an alligator

401| trapping agent license as provided in paragraph (2) (c).

402 (d) An alligator trapping agent license is not required

403 for a child under 16 years of age taking alligators under an

404| alligator harvest program implemented by commission rule.

405 () An alligator trapping license or alligator trapping

406 agent license is not required for a person taking alligators

407 under a military or disabled veterans event permit issued by the

408 commission pursuant to s. 379.353(2) (q).

409 (f) An alligator trapping license or alligator trapping

410 agent license shall be issued without fee to any disabled

411 resident who meets the requirements of s. 379.353(1).

412 (g) A person engaged in the taking of alligators under any

413| permit issued by the commission which authorizes the take of

414 alligators is not required to possess a management area permit

415 under s. 379.354(8).

416 (4) A Ne person may not shald take any alligator egg
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occurring in the wild or possess any such egg unless the sueh
person has obtained, or is a licensed agent of another person
who has obtained, an alligator egg collection permit. The
alligator egg collection permit shall be required in addition to

the alligator farming license provided in paragraph (2) (d). The

commission may 4s—auwtherized—+to assess a fee for issuance of the
alligator egg collection permit of up to $5 per egg authorized
to be taken or possessed pursuant to such permit. Contingent

upon an annual appropriation for alligator marketing and

education activitilies Ixrrespective of whether o fee 35 assessed,

$1 per egg collected and retained, excluding eggs collected on
private wetland management areas, shall be transferred from the
alligator management program to the General Inspection Trust
Fund, to be administered by the Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Services for the purpose of providing marketing and
education services with respect to alligator products produced

in this state, notwithstanding other provisions in this chapter.

(B Th Aoamma coa A a1 WA NN SR S I —INE 2N BN = T2 T +
\E T C—COoOmMTSoSTToO St aOOp Tt CrreCTrTra oy TtoaxrS—co
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wh Mtz AN g NnNerma o o +hia aon~n~t+ o n
Wrto— Ty Tt T vVve—pPpCTrintrco puroualitc co tcitto oSCctCtTtTOoOTt~

Section 9. Section 379.3752, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

379.3752 Required tagging of alligators and hides; fees;
revenues.—The tags provided in this section shall be required in
addition to any license required under s. 379.3751.

(1) A Ne person may not shald take any alligator occurring
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in the wild or possess any such alligator unless such alligator
is subsequently tagged in the manner required by commission

rule. For the tag required for an alligator hatchling, the
commission is authorized to assess a fee of not more than $15

for each alligator hatchling tag issued. Fhe—ecommissionshatt

Sand I £ A £ + raszaniy gencaxratad £ ERFSE T £
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szl 3 Ao+ A by (ATTOET Q& o ) ~ £ £ 2 A +1h had £ sz
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with—ecommission—ruter The commission may is—awtherized—+te assess

a fee of up to $30 for each alligator hide validation tag

issued. Contingent upon an annual appropriation for alligator

marketing and education activities Irrespeectiveofwhether a—fee

is—assessed, S5 per validated hide,

excluding those validated
from public hunt programs and alligator farms, shall be
transferred from the alligator management program to the General
Inspection Trust Fund, to be administered by the Department of
Agriculture and Consumer Services for the purpose of providing
marketing and education services with respect to alligator

products produced in this state, notwithstanding other

provisions in this chapter.
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469 s gaters—as—determinedpursuant—teo—s+—345-3013=
470 Section 10. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section

471 379.401, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read:

472 379.401 Penalties and violations; civil penalties for

473| noncriminal infractions; criminal penalties; suspension and

474 forfeiture of licenses and permits.—

475 (2) (a) LEVEL TWO VIOLATIONS.—A person commits a Level Two
476| wviolation if he or she violates any of the following provisions:
477 1. Rules or orders of the commission relating to seasons
478 or time periods for the taking of wildlife, freshwater fish, or
479| saltwater fish.

480 2. Rules or orders of the commission establishing bag,

481| possession, or size limits or restricting methods of taking

482 wildlife, freshwater fish, or saltwater fish.

483 3. Rules or orders of the commission prohibiting access or
484 otherwise relating to access to wildlife management areas or

485 other areas managed by the commission.

486 4. Rules or orders of the commission relating to the

487 feeding of wiltddife—Ffreshwater fish—or saltwater fish.

488 5. Rules or orders of the commission relating to landing
489| requirements for freshwater fish or saltwater fish.

490 6. Rules or orders of the commission relating to

491 restricted hunting areas, critical wildlife areas, or bird

492 sanctuaries.

493 7. Rules or orders of the commission relating to tagging

494 requirements for wildlife and fur-bearing animals.
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495 8. Rules or orders of the commission relating to the use
496 of dogs for the taking of wildlife.

497 9. Rules or orders of the commission which are not

498 otherwise classified.

499 10. Rules or orders of the commission prohibiting the

500/ wunlawful use of finfish traps.

501 11. All prohibitions in this chapter which are not

502 otherwise classified.

503 12. Section 379.33, prohibiting the wviolation of or

504| noncompliance with commission rules.

505 13. Section 379.407(7), prohibiting the sale, purchase,
506| harvest, or attempted harvest of any saltwater product with

507 intent to sell.

508 14. Section 379.2421, prohibiting the obstruction of

509| waterways with net gear.

510 15. Section 379.413, prohibiting the unlawful taking of
511| bonefish.

512 16. Section 379.365(2) (a) and (b), prohibiting the

513| possession or use of stone crab traps without trap tags and

514 theft of trap contents or gear.

515 17. Section 379.366(4) (b), prohibiting the theft of blue
516 crab trap contents or trap gear.

517 18. Section 379.3671(2) (c), prohibiting the possession or
518 use of spiny lobster traps without trap tags or certificates and
519 theft of trap contents or trap gear.

520 19. Section 379.357, prohibiting the possession of tarpon
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521| without purchasing a tarpon tag.
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524 20.2%= Section 379.105, prohibiting the intentional

525 harassment of hunters, fishers, or trappers.
526 Section 11. Section 379.412, Florida Statutes, 1s created
527 to read:

528 379.412 Penalties for feeding wildlife and freshwater
529| fish.—
530 (1) (a) The penalties in this section apply to a violation

531| of any rule or order of the commission that prohibits or

532 restricts:

533 1. Feeding wildlife or freshwater fish with food or

534 garbage;

535 2. Attracting or enticing wildlife or freshwater fish with

536 food or garbage; or

537 3. Allowing the placement of food or garbage in a manner

538 that attracts or entices wildlife or freshwater fish.

539 (b) This section does not apply to rules or orders of the

540 commission relating to:

541 1. Animals held in captivity;

542 2. Restricting the taking or hunting of species over bait

543 or intentionally placed or deposited food; or

544 3. Restricting the taking or hunting of species in

545| proximity to feeding stations.

546 (2) A person who violates a prohibition or restriction
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547 identified in subsection (1):

548 (a) For a first violation, commits a noncriminal

549| infraction, punishable by a civil penalty of $100.

550 1. A person cited for a violation under this paragraph

551 shall sign and accept a citation to appear before the county

552 court. The issuing officer may indicate on the citation the time

553| and location of the scheduled hearing and shall indicate the

554| applicable civil penalty.

555 2. A person cited for a violation may pay the civil

556| penalty by mail or in person within 30 days after receipt of the

557 citation. If the civil penalty is paid, the person is deemed to

558| have admitted committing the violation and to have waived his or

559| her right to a hearing before the county court. Such admission

560/ may not be used as evidence in any other proceedings except to

561 determine the appropriate fine for any subsequent violations.

562 3. A person who refuses to accept a citation, who fails to

563| pay the civil penalty for a violation, or who fails to appear

564| before a county court as required commits a misdemeanor of the

565 second degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s.

566 775.083.

567 4. A person who elects to appear before the county court

568 or who is required to appear before the county court is deemed

569| to have waived the limitations on civil penalties provided under

570 this paragraph. After a hearing, the county court shall

571 determine if a violation has been committed, and if so, may

572 impose a civil penalty of not less than $100. A person found

Page 22 of 23

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.
hb7021-01-c1



F L ORTIDA H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

CS/HB 7021 2015

573 guilty of committing a violation may appeal that finding to the

574 circuit court. The commission of a violation must be proved

575| beyond a reasonable doubt.

576 (b) For second and subsequent violations, when all

577 violations are related to freshwater fish or wildlife other than

578| bears or alligators or other crocodilians, commits a misdemeanor

579| of the second degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s.

580 775.083.

581 (c) For a second violation, when all violations are

582 related to bears or alligators or other crocodilians, commits a

583| misdemeanor of the second degree, punishable as provided in s.

584 775.082 or s. 775.083.

585 (d) For a third wviolation, when all violations are related

586| to bears or alligators or other crocodilians, commits a

587| misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable as provided in s.

588| 775.082 or s. 775.083.

589 (e) For a fourth or subsequent violation, when all

590| wviolations are related to bears or alligators or other

591 crocodilians, commits a felony of the third degree, punishable

592 as provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084.

593 (3) As used in this section, the term "violation" means

594 any judicial disposition other than acquittal or dismissal.

595 Section 12. Sections 379.3011, 379.3013, 379.3016, and

596 379.3017, Florida Statutes, are repealed.

597 Section 13. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
598| law.
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