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COMMITTEE/SUBCOMMITTEE AMENDMENT

Bill No. HB 375 (20106)
Amendment No. 1

COMMITTEE/SUBCOMMITTEE ACTION

ADOPTED (/N

ADOPTED AS AMENDED - (Y/N)

ADOPTED W/O OBJECTION /N

FAILED TO ADOPT - (Y/N)

WITHDRAWN (/N

OTHER

Committee/Subcommittee hearing bill: Health Care Appropriations
Subcommittee

Representative Steube offered the following:

Amendment (with title amendment)

Remove everything after the enacting clause and insert:

Section 1. Paragraph (e) of subsection (4) of section
458.347, Florida Statutes, is amended, paragraph (h) is added to
that subsection, paragraphs (c) through (h) of subsection (7)
are redesignated as paragraphs (b) through (g), respectively,
and present paragraphs (a), (b), (c), (e), and (f) of that
subsection are amended, to read:

458.347 Physician assistants.—

(4) PERFORMANCE OF PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS.—

(e) A supervisory physician may delegate to a fully
licensed physician assistant the authority to prescribe or

dispense any medication used in the supervisory physician's
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practice unless such medication is listed on the formulary
created pursuant to paragraph (f). A fully licensed physician
assistant may only prescribe or dispense such medication under
the following circumstances:

1. A physician assistant must clearly identify to the
patient that he or she is a physician assistant. Furthermore,
the physician assistant must inform the patient that the patient
has the right to see the physician before prier—+te any
prescription is bkeing prescribed or dispensed by the physician
assistant.

2. The supervisory physician must notify the department of
his or her intent to delegate, on a department-approved form,
before delegating such authority and notify the department of
any change in prescriptive privileges of the physician
assistant. Authority to dispense may be delegated only by a
supervising physician who is registered as a dispensing
practitioner in compliance with s. 465.0276.

3. The physician assistant must acknowledge £ide with the

department a—sigred—affidavit that he or she has completed a
minimum of 10 continuing medical education hours in the
specialty practice in which the physician assistant has
prescriptive privileges with each licensure renewal application.
4. The department may issue a prescriber number to the
physician assistant granting authority for the prescribing of

medicinal drugs authorized within this paragraph upon completion
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of the foregoing requirements. The physician assistant shall not
be required to independently register pursuant to s. 465.0276.

5. The prescription may must be written or electronic but

must be in a form that complies with ss. 456.0392 (1) and
456.42 (1) ekhapter—499 and must contain, in addition to the

supervisory physician's name, address, and telephone number, the
physician assistant's prescriber number. Unless it is a drug or
drug sample dispensed by the physician assistant, the
prescription must be filled in a pharmacy permitted under
chapter 465 and must be dispensed in that pharmacy by a
pharmacist licensed under chapter 465. The appearance of the
prescriber number creates a presumption that the physician
assistant is authorized to prescribe the medicinal drug and the
prescription is wvalid.

6. The physician assistant must note the prescription or
dispensing of medication in the appropriate medical record.

(h) A licensed physician assistant may perform services

related to his or her practice, in accordance with his or her

education and training, as delegated by the supervisory

physician unless expressly prohibited under this chapter or

chapter 459 or rules adopted thereunder.

(7) PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT LICENSURE.—

(a) Any person desiring to be licensed as a physician
assistant must apply to the department. The department shall
issue a license to any person certified by the council as having

met the following requirements:
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1. 1Is at least 18 years of age.

2. Has satisfactorily passed a proficiency examination by
an acceptable score established by the National Commission on
Certification of Physician Assistants. If an applicant does not
hold a current certificate issued by the National Commission on
Certification of Physician Assistants and has not actively
practiced as a physician assistant within the immediately
preceding 4 years, the applicant must retake and successfully
complete the entry-level examination of the National Commission
on Certification of Physician Assistants to be eligible for
licensure.

3. Has completed the application form and remitted an
application fee not to exceed $300 as set by the boards. An
application for licensure made by a physician assistant must
include:

a. A certificate of completion of a physician assistant
training program specified in subsection (6).

b. Acknowledgment A—swera—statement of any prior felony

convictions.

c. Acknowledgment A—swera——statement of any previous

revocation or denial of licensure or certification in any state.

= My
A= T

let+t+-ara £+ mman A
wWo—rC T T o Ox &

d.ew A copy of course transcripts and a copy of the course
description from a physician assistant training program

describing course content in pharmacotherapy, if the applicant
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COMMITTEE/SUBCOMMITTEE AMENDMENT

Bill No. HB 375 (20106)
Amendment No. 1

198| supervising physician" means a physician designated by the

199| facility or practice to be the primary contact and supervising

200| physician for the physician assistants in a practice where

201| physician assistants are supervised by multiple supervising

202| physicians.

203 2. A licensed physician assistant shall notify the

204 department of any subsequent change in the designated

205| supervising physician within 30 days after the change.

206| Assignment of a designated supervising physician does not

207| preclude a physician assistant from practicing under the

208 supervision of a physician other than the designated supervising

209| physician.

210 3. The designated supervising physician shall maintain a

211 list of all approved supervising physicians at the practice or

212 facility. Such list must include the name of each supervising

213 physician and his or her area of practice, must be kept up to

214 date with respect to additions and terminations, and must be

215| provided, in a timely manner, to the department upon written

216 request.

217 (e)+4£r Notwithstanding subparagraph (a)2., the department
218 may grant to a recent graduate of an approved program, as

219 specified in subsection (6), who expects to take the first

220 examination administered by the National Commission on

221 Certification of Physician Assistants available for registration

222 after the applicant's graduation, a temporary license. The

223 temporary license shall expire 30 days after receipt of scores
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COMMITTEE/SUBCOMMITTEE AMENDMENT

Bill No. HB 375 (20106)
Amendment No. 1

224| of the proficiency examination administered by the National

225| Commission on Certification of Physician Assistants. Between

226| meetings of the council, the department may grant a temporary
227 license to practice based on the completion of all temporary

228| 1licensure requirements. All such administratively issued

229 licenses shall be reviewed and acted on at the next regular

230| meeting of the council. The recent graduate may be licensed

231| before prier—+te employmenty but must comply with paragraph (d)
232 He)}. An applicant who has passed the proficiency examination may
233| be granted permanent licensure. An applicant failing the

234| proficiency examination is no longer temporarily licensed+ but
235| may reapply for a l-year extension of temporary licensure. An
236 applicant may not be granted more than two temporary licenses
237 and may not be licensed as a physician assistant until he or she
238| passes the examination administered by the National Commission
239 on Certification of Physician Assistants. As prescribed by board
240 rule, the council may require an applicant who does not pass the
241 licensing examination after five or more attempts to complete
242 additional remedial education or training. The council shall

243| prescribe the additional requirements in a manner that permits
244 the applicant to complete the requirements and be reexamined

245 within 2 years after the date the applicant petitions the

246 council to retake the examination a sixth or subsequent time.
247 Section 2. Paragraph (e) of subsection (4) of section

248 459.022, Florida Statutes, is amended, paragraph (g) is added to
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COMMITTEE/SUBCOMMITTEE AMENDMENT

Bill No. HB 375 (20106)
Amendment No. 1

that subsection, and paragraphs (a), (b), and (d) of subsection
(7) of that section are amended, to read:

459.022 Physician assistants.—

(4) PERFORMANCE OF PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS.—

(e) A supervisory physician may delegate to a fully
licensed physician assistant the authority to prescribe or
dispense any medication used in the supervisory physician's
practice unless such medication is listed on the formulary
created pursuant to s. 458.347. A fully licensed physician
assistant may only prescribe or dispense such medication under
the following circumstances:

1. A physician assistant must clearly identify to the
patient that she or he is a physician assistant. Furthermore,
the physician assistant must inform the patient that the patient
has the right to see the physician before p¥rier—te any
prescription is being prescribed or dispensed by the physician
assistant.

2. The supervisory physician must notify the department of
her or his intent to delegate, on a department-approved form,
before delegating such authority and notify the department of
any change in prescriptive privileges of the physician
assistant. Authority to dispense may be delegated only by a
supervisory physician who is registered as a dispensing
practitioner in compliance with s. 465.0276.

3. The physician assistant must acknowledge £ide with the

department a—sigred—affidavit that she or he has completed a
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COMMITTEE/SUBCOMMITTEE AMENDMENT

Bill No. HB 375 (20106)
Amendment No. 1

275 minimum of 10 continuing medical education hours in the

276| specialty practice in which the physician assistant has

277| prescriptive privileges with each licensure renewal application.
278 4. The department may issue a prescriber number to the

279| physician assistant granting authority for the prescribing of
280| medicinal drugs authorized within this paragraph upon completion
281| of the foregoing requirements. The physician assistant shall not
282| be required to independently register pursuant to s. 465.0276.

283 5. The prescription may must be written or electronic but

284| must be in a form that complies with ss. 456.0392 (1) and
285 456.42 (1) ehapter—499 and must contain, in addition to the

286 supervisory physician's name, address, and telephone number, the
287| physician assistant's prescriber number. Unless it is a drug or
288 drug sample dispensed by the physician assistant, the

289| prescription must be filled in a pharmacy permitted under

290 chapter 465, and must be dispensed in that pharmacy by a

291| pharmacist licensed under chapter 465. The appearance of the
292| prescriber number creates a presumption that the physician

293| assistant is authorized to prescribe the medicinal drug and the
294| prescription is wvalid.

295 6. The physician assistant must note the prescription or
296| dispensing of medication in the appropriate medical record.

297 (g) A licensed physician assistant may perform services

298 related to his or her practice, in accordance with his or her

299| education and training, as delegated by the supervisory
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COMMITTEE/SUBCOMMITTEE AMENDMENT

Bill No. HB 375 (20106)
Amendment No. 1

physician unless expressly prohibited under chapter 458 or this

chapter or rules adopted thereunder.

(7) PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT LICENSURE.—

(a) Any person desiring to be licensed as a physician
assistant must apply to the department. The department shall
issue a license to any person certified by the council as having
met the following requirements:

1. 1Is at least 18 years of age.

2. Has satisfactorily passed a proficiency examination by
an acceptable score established by the National Commission on
Certification of Physician Assistants. If an applicant does not
hold a current certificate issued by the National Commission on
Certification of Physician Assistants and has not actively
practiced as a physician assistant within the immediately
preceding 4 years, the applicant must retake and successfully
complete the entry-level examination of the National Commission
on Certification of Physician Assistants to be eligible for
licensure.

3. Has completed the application form and remitted an
application fee not to exceed $300 as set by the boards. An
application for licensure made by a physician assistant must
include:

a. A certificate of completion of a physician assistant
training program specified in subsection (6).

b. Acknowledgment A—swern—statemernt of any prior felony

convictions.
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COMMITTEE/SUBCOMMITTEE AMENDMENT

Bill No. HB 375 (20106)
Amendment No. 1

c. Acknowledgment A—swermn—statement of any previous

revocation or denial of licensure or certification in any state.

a My ra £
\w oy T o OOt

leat++
LTV - T

d.e~ A copy of course transcripts and a copy of the course
description from a physician assistant training program
describing course content in pharmacotherapy, if the applicant
wishes to apply for prescribing authority. These documents must
meet the evidence requirements for prescribing authority.

(b) The licensure must be renewed biennially. Each renewal
must include:

1. A renewal fee not to exceed $500 as set by the boards.

2. Acknowledgment A—swern—statemernt of no felony

convictions in the previous 2 years.

(d)1. Upon employment as a physician assistant, a licensed
physician assistant must notify the department in writing within
30 days after such employment or after any subsequent changes in

the supervising physician or designated supervising physician.

The notification must include the full name, Florida medical

license number, specialty, and address of the supervising

physician or designated supervising physician. For purposes of

this paragraph, the term "designated supervising physician"

means a physician designated by the facility or practice to be

the primary contact and supervising physician for the physician

assistants in a practice where physician assistants are

supervised by multiple supervising physicians.
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COMMITTEE/SUBCOMMITTEE AMENDMENT

Bill No. HB 375 (20106)
Amendment No. 1

351 2. Any subsequent change in the designated supervising

352| physician shall be reported to the department within 30 days

353| after the change. Assignment of a designated supervising

354| physician does not preclude a physician assistant from

355| practicing under the supervision of a physician other than the

356| designated supervising physician.

357 3. The designated supervising physician shall maintain a

358 list of all approved supervising physicians at the practice or

359| facility. Such list must include the name of each supervising

360 physician and his or her area of practice, must be kept up to

361 date with respect to additions and terminations, and must be

362| provided, in a timely manner, to the department upon written

363 request.

364 Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2016.
365

366 = memmemmm e e e mmmmcmmmm e e e e e e e e ——————
367 TITLE AMENDMENT

368 Remove lines 12-24 and insert:

369 the supervising physician or designated supervising
370 physician within a specified time; requiring a

371 designated supervising physician to maintain a list of
372 approved supervising physicians at the practice or

373 facility; amending s. 459.022, F.S.; authorizing a

374 licensed physician assistant to perform certain

375 services as delegated by a supervisory physician;

376 revising circumstances under which a physician
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COMMITTEE/SUBCOMMITTEE AMENDMENT

Bill No. HB 375 (20106)
Amendment No. 1

377 assistant may prescribe medication; revising physician
378 assistant licensure and license renewal requirements;

379 defining the term "designated supervising physician";

380 requiring licensed physician assistants to report any

381 changes in the supervising physician or designated

382 supervising physician within a specified time;
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