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Proposed Committee Substitute by the Committee on Appropriations

576-02209-17

(Appropriations Subcommittee on the Environment and Natural
Resources)
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to water resources; providing a short
title; amending s. 201.15, F.S.; requiring that the
debt service on certain bonds be paid first from
amounts on deposit in the Land Acquisition Trust Fund;
creating s. 215.613, F.S.; authorizing water resource
protection and development bonds to be issued;
providing a cap on such bonds; establishing certain
covenants with regard to such bonds; specifying that
the bonds do not constitute a general obligation of,
or a pledge of the full faith and credit of, the state
and are secured on a parity basis with certain other
bonds; requiring the Department of Environmental
Protection to distribute bond proceeds through the
Land Acquisition Trust Fund; prohibiting certain
property transactions and uses that would have
specified tax impacts; specifying certain validation
requirements; amending s. 215.618, F.S.; reducing the
bonding authority for Florida Forever bonds; creating
s. 373.4598, F.S.; providing legislative findings and
intent; defining terms; requiring the South Florida
Water Management District to seek proposals from
willing sellers of property within the Everglades
Agricultural Area for land that is suitable for the
reservoir project; clarifying that all appraisal

reports, offers, and counteroffers are confidential
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and exempt from public records requirements; requiring

576-02209-17

the district to assign the Entire Option Property Non-
Exclusive Option of a specified agreement to the Board
of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund
under certain circumstances; requiring the district to
retain the agreement’s option under certain
circumstances; requiring the board or the district, as
applicable, to exercise the specified option by a
certain date under certain circumstances; providing
requirements for the Proposed Option Property Purchase
Price; authorizing the disposal or exchange of certain
land or interests in land for certain purposes;
requiring the district to begin, seek permitting for,
and construct the reservoir project under certain
circumstances; requiring the district, in coordination
with the United States Army Corps of Engineers, to
begin the planning study for the reservoir project by
a specified date under certain circumstances;
requiring the district to identify specified lands
under certain circumstances; providing requirements
for the planning study; requiring the district, in
coordination with the United States Army Corps of
Engineers, to seek Congressional authorization for the
reservoir project under certain circumstances;
authorizing certain costs to be funded using water
resource protection and development bond proceeds
under certain circumstances; specifying how such bond
proceeds shall be deposited; authorizing the use of

state funds for the reservoir project; requiring the
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district to seek additional sources of funding;

576-02209-17

requiring the district to seek federal credits under
certain circumstances; requiring the district to
request the United States Army Corps of Engineers, in
the Corps’ review of the regulation schedule, to
consider any repairs to the Herbert Hoover Dike or
increase in southern outlet capacity of Lake
Okeechobee; creating s. 373.475, F.S.; providing
legislative findings and intent; requiring the
department to distribute certain bond proceeds for the
purposes of financing water resource protection and
development projects; requiring proceeds to be
expended in a fiscally responsible manner; creating s.
373.478, F.S.; providing legislative findings and
intent; defining terms; requiring the state through
the department to provide certain funding assistance
to local governments and water supply entities for the
development and construction of water storage
facilities; requiring the department to adopt rules;
specifying required documentation for local government
or water supply entities; specifying that recipients
need not request certain advance payment; authorizing
technical assistance; specifying certain loan funding
maximums, minimums, and term requirements; requiring a
report; authorizing certain audits and servicing fees;
providing that the Water Protection and Sustainability
Program Trust Fund shall be used to carry out the
purposes of the revolving loan fund; specifying

certain default and compliance provisions; amending s.
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375.041, F.S.; requiring certain distributions to be

576-02209-17

made from the Land Acquisition Trust Fund; amending s.
375.041, F.S.; contingently increasing the minimum
annual funding for certain Everglades projects;
creating s. 403.0878, F.S.; requiring the department
to establish a water reuse grant program; providing
requirements for such program; requiring the
department to adopt rules; requiring certain review of
grants; authorizing a certain percentage of grant
funds to be used for program administration;
specifying that recipients need not request certain
advance payment; providing legislative findings;
amending s. 215.44, F.S.; requiring the Board of
Administration to include a summary of potential water
supply investments in its annual report to the
Legislature; amending s. 403.890, F.S.; revising the
purposes for which distributions may be made from and
to the Water Protection and Sustainability Program
Trust Fund; requiring the district and the board to
notify the Division of Law Revision and Information by
a certain date of specified land acquisitions;
providing a directive to the division; providing
contingent appropriations; providing effective dates,

one of which is contingent.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. This act may be cited as the “Coast-to-Coast

Comprehensive Water Resources Program.”
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Section 2. Section 201.15, Florida Statutes, is amended to

576-02209-17

read:

201.15 Distribution of taxes collected.—All taxes collected
under this chapter are hereby pledged and shall be first made
available to make payments when due on bonds issued pursuant to

s. 215.613, s. 215.618, or s. 215.619, or any other bonds

authorized to be issued on a parity basis with such bonds. Such
pledge and availability for the payment of these bonds shall
have priority over any requirement for the payment of service
charges or costs of collection and enforcement under this
section. All taxes collected under this chapter, except taxes
distributed to the Land Acquisition Trust Fund pursuant to
subsections (1) and (2), are subject to the service charge
imposed in s. 215.20(1). Before distribution pursuant to this
section, the Department of Revenue shall deduct amounts
necessary to pay the costs of the collection and enforcement of
the tax levied by this chapter. The costs and service charge may
not be levied against any portion of taxes pledged to debt
service on bonds to the extent that the costs and service charge
are required to pay any amounts relating to the bonds. All of
the costs of the collection and enforcement of the tax levied by
this chapter and the service charge shall be available and
transferred to the extent necessary to pay debt service and any
other amounts payable with respect to bonds authorized before
January 1, 2017, secured by revenues distributed pursuant to
this section. All taxes remaining after deduction of costs shall
be distributed as follows:

(1) Amounts necessary to make payments on bonds issued

pursuant to s. 215.613, s. 215.618, or s. 215.619, as provided
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under paragraphs (3) (a), and (b), and (c) or on any other bonds
authorized to be issued on a parity basis with such bonds shall
be deposited into the Land Acquisition Trust Fund.

(2) If the amounts deposited pursuant to subsection (1) are
less than 33 percent of all taxes collected after first
deducting the costs of collection, an amount equal to 33 percent
of all taxes collected after first deducting the costs of
collection, minus the amounts deposited pursuant to subsection
(1), shall be deposited into the Land Acquisition Trust Fund.

(3) Amounts on deposit in the Land Acquisition Trust Fund
shall be used in the following order:

(a) Payment of debt service or funding of debt service

reserve funds, rebate obligations, or other amounts payable with

respect to water resource protection and development bonds

issued pursuant to s. 215.613. The amount used for such purposes

may not exceed $300 million in each fiscal year.

(b)4&r Payment of debt service or funding of debt service
reserve funds, rebate obligations, or other amounts payable with
respect to Florida Forever bonds issued pursuant to s. 215.618.
The amount used for such purposes may not exceed $300 million in
each fiscal year. It is the intent of the Legislature that all
bonds issued to fund the Florida Forever Act be retired by
December 31, 2040. Except for bonds issued to refund previously
issued bonds, no series of bonds may be issued pursuant to this
paragraph unless such bonds are approved and the debt service
for the remainder of the fiscal year in which the bonds are
issued is specifically appropriated in the General
Appropriations Act.

(c)-by Payment of debt service or funding of debt service

Page 6 of 42
3/10/2017 10:57:48 AM




172
173
174
175
176
177
178
179
180
181
182
183
184
185
186
187
188
189
190
191
192
193
194
195
196
197
198
199
200

Florida Senate - 2017 PROPOSED COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE
Bill No. SB 10

[N -

reserve funds, rebate obligations, or other amounts due with

576-02209-17

respect to Everglades restoration bonds issued pursuant to s.

215.619. Taxes distributed under paragraph (a), paragraph (b),

and this paragraph must be collectively distributed on a pro
rata basis when the available moneys under this subsection are
not sufficient to cover the amounts required under paragraph

(a), paragraph (b), and this paragraph.

Bonds issued pursuant to s. 215.613, s. 215.618, or s. 215.619

are equally and ratably secured by moneys distributable to the
Land Acquisition Trust Fund.

(4) After the required distributions to the Land
Acquisition Trust Fund pursuant to subsections (1) and (2) and
deduction of the service charge imposed pursuant to s.
215.20(1), the remainder shall be distributed as follows:

(a) The lesser of 24.18442 percent of the remainder or
$541.75 million in each fiscal year shall be paid into the State
Treasury to the credit of the State Transportation Trust Fund.
Of such funds, $75 million for each fiscal year shall be
transferred to the State Economic Enhancement and Development
Trust Fund within the Department of Economic Opportunity.
Notwithstanding any other law, the remaining amount credited to
the State Transportation Trust Fund shall be used for:

1. Capital funding for the New Starts Transit Program,
authorized by Title 49, U.S.C. s. 5309 and specified in s.
341.051, in the amount of 10 percent of the funds;

2. The Small County Outreach Program specified in s.
339.2818, in the amount of 10 percent of the funds;

3. The Strategic Intermodal System specified in ss. 339.61,
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339.62, 339.63, and 339.64, in the amount of 75 percent of the
funds after deduction of the payments required pursuant to
subparagraphs 1. and 2.; and

4. The Transportation Regional Incentive Program specified
in s. 339.2819, in the amount of 25 percent of the funds after
deduction of the payments required pursuant to subparagraphs 1.
and 2. The first $60 million of the funds allocated pursuant to
this subparagraph shall be allocated annually to the Florida
Rail Enterprise for the purposes established in s. 341.303(5).

(b) The lesser of 0.1456 percent of the remainder or $3.25
million in each fiscal year shall be paid into the State
Treasury to the credit of the Grants and Donations Trust Fund in
the Department of Economic Opportunity to fund technical

assistance to local governments.

Moneys distributed pursuant to paragraphs (a) and (b) may not be
pledged for debt service unless such pledge is approved by
referendum of the voters.

(c) Eleven and twenty-four hundredths percent of the
remainder in each fiscal year shall be paid into the State
Treasury to the credit of the State Housing Trust Fund. Of such
funds, the first $35 million shall be transferred annually,
subject to any distribution required under subsection (5), to
the State Economic Enhancement and Development Trust Fund within
the Department of Economic Opportunity. The remainder shall be
used as follows:

1. Half of that amount shall be used for the purposes for
which the State Housing Trust Fund was created and exists by

law.
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2. Half of that amount shall be paid into the State
Treasury to the credit of the Local Government Housing Trust
Fund and used for the purposes for which the Local Government
Housing Trust Fund was created and exists by law.

(d) Twelve and ninety-three hundredths percent of the
remainder in each fiscal year shall be paid into the State
Treasury to the credit of the State Housing Trust Fund. Of such
funds, the first $40 million shall be transferred annually,
subject to any distribution required under subsection (5), to
the State Economic Enhancement and Development Trust Fund within
the Department of Economic Opportunity. The remainder shall be
used as follows:

1. Twelve and one-half percent of that amount shall be
deposited into the State Housing Trust Fund and expended by the
Department of Economic Opportunity and the Florida Housing
Finance Corporation for the purposes for which the State Housing
Trust Fund was created and exists by law.

2. Eighty-seven and one-half percent of that amount shall
be distributed to the Local Government Housing Trust Fund and
used for the purposes for which the Local Government Housing
Trust Fund was created and exists by law. Funds from this
category may also be used to provide for state and local
services to assist the homeless.

(e) The lesser of 0.017 percent of the remainder or
$300,000 in each fiscal year shall be paid into the State
Treasury to the credit of the General Inspection Trust Fund to
be used to fund oyster management and restoration programs as
provided in s. 379.362(3).

(5) Distributions to the State Housing Trust Fund pursuant
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to paragraphs (4) (c) and (d) must be sufficient to cover amounts

576-02209-17

required to be transferred to the Florida Affordable Housing
Guarantee Program’s annual debt service reserve and guarantee
fund pursuant to s. 420.5092(6) (a) and (b) up to the amount
required to be transferred to such reserve and fund based on the
percentage distribution of documentary stamp tax revenues to the
State Housing Trust Fund which is in effect in the 2004-2005
fiscal year.

(6) After the distributions provided in the preceding
subsections, any remaining taxes shall be paid into the State
Treasury to the credit of the General Revenue Fund.

Section 3. Section 215.613, Florida Statutes, is created to
read:

215.613 Bonds for water resource protection and

development.—

(1) The issuance of water resource protection and

development bonds, not to exceed $3.3 billion, to finance or

refinance the cost of acquisition and improvement of land, water

areas, or related property interests for the purposes of water

resource protection and development, and for capital

improvements to land or water areas which facilitate water

resource protection and development is authorized, subject to s.

373.475 and pursuant to s. 1l(e), Art. VII of the State

Constitution. The $3.3 billion limitation on the issuance of

water resource protection and development bonds does not apply

to refunding bonds. The duration of each series of bonds issued

may not exceed 20 annual maturities. No more than 58.25 percent

of documentary stamp taxes collected may be taken into account

for the purpose of satisfying an additional bonds test set forth
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288 in any authorizing resolution for bonds issued on or after July

289 1, 2017.

576-02209-17

290 (2) The state covenants with the holders of water resource

291| protection and development bonds that it will not take any

292 action that will materially and adversely affect the rights of

293 such holders so long as such bonds are outstanding, including,

294| but not limited to, a reduction in the portion of documentary

295 stamp taxes distributable to the Land Acquisition Trust Fund for

296| payment of debt service on water resource protection and

297 development bonds.

298 (3) In accordance with s. 28, Art. X of the State

299| Constitution, bonds issued pursuant to this section are payable

300 from taxes distributable to the Land Acquisition Trust Fund

301| pursuant to s. 201.15. Bonds issued pursuant to this section do

302| not constitute a general obligation of, or a pledge of the full

303 faith and credit of, the state. Water resource protection and

304 development bonds are secured on a parity basis with Florida

305 Forever bonds issued pursuant to s. 215.618 and Everglades

306 restoration bonds issued pursuant to s. 215.619.

307 (4) The Department of Environmental Protection shall

308 request the Division of Bond Finance of the State Board of

309| Administration to issue the bonds authorized by this section.

310 The Division of Bond Finance shall issue such bonds pursuant to

311 the State Bond Act.

312 (5) The proceeds from the sale of bonds issued pursuant to

313 this section, less the costs of issuance, the costs of funding

314 reserve accounts, and other costs with respect to the bonds,

315 shall be deposited into the Land Acquisition Trust Fund. The

316| bond proceeds deposited into the Land Acquisition Trust Fund
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317 shall be distributed by the Department of Environmental

576-02209-17

318 Protection as provided in s. 373.475.

319 (6) There may not be any sale, disposition, lease,

320 easement, license, or other use of any land, water areas, or

321| related property interests acquired or improved with proceeds of

322| water resource protection and development bonds which would

323 cause all or any portion of the interest of such bonds to lose

324 the exclusion from gross income for federal income tax purposes.

325 (7) The initial series of water resource protection and

326| development bonds shall be validated in addition to any other

327| bonds required to be validated pursuant to s. 215.82. Any

328 complaint for validation of bonds issued pursuant to this

329 section shall be filed only in the circuit court of the county

330| where the seat of state government is situated, the notice

331 required to be published by s. 75.06 shall be published only in

332 the county where the complaint is filed, and the complaint and

333 order of the circuit court shall be served only on the state

334 attorney of the circuit in which the action is pending.

335 Section 4. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section

336 215.018, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read:

337 215.618 Bonds for acquisition and improvement of land,
338 water areas, and related property interests and resources.—

339 (1) (a) The issuance of Florida Forever bonds, not to exceed

340 $2 billion $5-3—bkitlien, to finance or refinance the cost of

341 acquisition and improvement of land, water areas, and related
342| property interests and resources, in urban and rural settings,
343 for the purposes of restoration, conservation, recreation, water

344 resource development, or historical preservation, and for

345 capital improvements to lands and water areas that accomplish

Page 12 of 42
3/10/2017 10:57:48 AM




346
347
348
349
350
351
352
353
354
355
356
357
358
359
360
361
362
363
364
365
366
367
368
369
370
371
372
373
374

Florida Senate - 2017 PROPOSED COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE
Bill No. SB 10

[N -

environmental restoration, enhance public access and

576-02209-17

recreational enjoyment, promote long-term management goals, and
facilitate water resource development is hereby authorized,
subject to s. 259.105 and pursuant to s. 1l(e), Art. VII of the
State Constitution and, on or after July 1, 2015, to also
finance or refinance the acquisition and improvement of land,
water areas, and related property interests as provided in s.

28, Art. X of the State Constitution. The $2 billion $5-=3

biltien limitation on the issuance of Florida Forever bonds does
not apply to refunding bonds. The duration of each series of
Florida Forever bonds issued may not exceed 20 annual
maturities. Not more than 58.25 percent of documentary stamp
taxes collected may be taken into account for the purpose of
satisfying an additional bonds test set forth in any authorizing
resolution for bonds issued on or after July 1, 2015.

Section 5. Section 373.4598, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

373.4598 Reservoir project in the Everglades Agricultural

Area.—

(1) LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS AND INTENT.—

(a) The Legislature declares that an emergency exists

regarding the St. Lucie and Caloosahatchee estuaries due to the

harmful freshwater discharges east and west of the lake. Such

discharges have manifested in widespread algae blooms, public

health impacts, and extensive environmental harm to wildlife and

the aquatic ecosystem. These conditions threaten the ecological

integrity of the estuaries and the economic viability of the

state and affected communities.

(b) The Legislature finds that the acquisition of
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strategically located lands south of the lake and the

construction of the reservoir project will increase the

availability of water storage and reduce the harmful freshwater

discharges. Additionally, water storage south of the lake will

increase the availability of water for the Everglades and to

meet irrigation demands for the Everglades Agricultural Area;

restore the hydrological connection to the Everglades; and

provide flood protection by reducing, through additional storage

capacity, some of the demands on the Herbert Hoover Dike.

(c) The Legislature recognizes that the reservoir project

is authorized in the Water Resources Development Act of 2000 as

a project component of CERP. Unless other funding is available,

the Legislature directs the district in implementation of the

reservoir project to abide by applicable state and federal law

in order to do that which is required to obtain federal credit

under the CERP. If the district implements the reservoir project

as a project component as defined in s. 373.1501, the district

must abide by all applicable state and federal law relating to

such projects.

(d) The Legislature finds that the rate of funding for the

CERP must be increased i1f restoration will be achieved within

the timeframes originally envisioned and that the delay in

substantial progress toward completing critical elements of

restoration, such as southern storage, will cause irreparable

harm to natural systems and ultimately increase the cost of

restoration. A substantial commitment to the advancement of

projects identified as part of the CERP will reduce ongoing

ecological damage to the St. Lucie and Caloosahatchee estuaries.

(e) This section is not intended to diminish the
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commitments made by the state in chapter 2016-201, Laws of

576-02209-17

Florida.
(2) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section, the term:

(a) “Agreement” means the Second Amended and Restated

Agreement for Sale and Purchase between the United States Sugar

Corporation, SBG Farms, Inc., Southern Garden Groves

Corporation, and the South Florida Water Management District,

dated August 12, 2010.

(b) “Board” means the Board of Trustees of the Internal

Improvement Trust Fund.

(c) “Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan” or “CERP”

has the same meaning as the term “comprehensive plan” as defined
in s. 373.470.

(d) “District” means the South Florida Water Management

District.

(e) “Everglades Agricultural Area” or “EAA” has the same

meaning as defined in s. 373.4592.

(f) “Lake” means Lake Okeechobee.

(g) “Reservoir project” means a project to construct one or
J

two above-ground reservoirs that have a total water storage

capacity of approximately 360,000 acre-feet and are located in

the EAA.

(3) LAND ACQUISITION.—The Legislature declares that

acquiring land for the reservoir project is in the public

interest and that the governing board of the district and the

board may acquire fee title for the purpose of implementing the

reservoir project. However, the district may not exercise

eminent domain for the purpose of implementing the reservoir

project.
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(a) Upon the effective date of this act, the district shall

seek proposals from willing sellers of property within the

Everglades Agricultural Area in order to acquire approximately

60,000 acres of land that is suitable for the reservoir project.

All appraisal reports, offers, and counteroffers are

confidential and exempt from s. 119.07(1), as provided in s.
373.139.

(b) If the district does not acquire land pursuant to

paragraph (a) by December 31, 2017:

1. The district must assign, by January 31, 2018, the

agreement’s Entire Option Property Non-Exclusive Option to the

board, as authorized in, and in accordance with, the agreement.

If, for any reason, the Seller, as defined in the agreement,

does not find the assignment to be reasonably acceptable in form

and substance, the district must retain the Entire Option

Property Non-Exclusive Option;

2. The board or the district, whichever holds the option,

must, by March 1, 2018, exercise the option in accordance with

the agreement. The Buyer’s Proposed Option Property Purchase

Price, as specified in the agreement, may not be less than the

average of $7,400 per acre, unless the maximum offer allowed by

law is less than the average of $7,400 per acre; and

3. The board or the district, if applicable, may dispose of

or exchange any land or lease interest in the land that is

acquired pursuant to this paragraph in order to achieve optimal

siting for the reservoir project or to dispose of land that is

not necessary for the reservoir project. Any such exchange or

disposition may not be in violation of the agreement.

(4) DESIGN, PERMITTING, AND CONSTRUCTION.—If the district
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finds willing sellers of property pursuant to paragraph (3) (a),

576-02209-17

the district:

(a) Once the land has been agreed upon for purchase, must

immediately begin the reservoir project with the goal of

providing adequate water storage and conveyance south of the

lake to reduce the volume of regulatory discharges of water from

the lake to the east and west;

(b) Once the land is acquired, must expeditiously pursue

necessary permitting and begin implementation and construction

of the reservoir project as soon as practicable; and

(c) The district shall give preferential consideration to

the hiring of agricultural workers displaced as a result of the

reservoir project, consistent with their qualifications and

abilities, for the construction and operation of the reservoir

project.

(5) PLANNING STUDY.-—

(a) If land is acquired pursuant to paragraph (3) (a) and

other funding is not available, the district must, in

coordination with the United States Army Corps of Engineers,

begin the planning study for the reservoir project by March 1,
2018.

(b) If land is not acquired pursuant to paragraph (3) (a) by

December 31, 2017, the district must, in coordination with the

United States Army Corps of Engineers, begin the planning study

for the reservoir project by October 1, 2019.

1. If land is acquired pursuant to paragraph (3) (b), the

district must identify which of the acquired land is suitable

for the reservoir project.

2. If land is not acquired pursuant to paragraph (3) (b),
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491 the district must identify land that is suitable for the

492 reservolir project and the best option for securing such land.

493 (c) The district, when developing the planning study, must

494 focus on the goal of the reservoir project, which is to provide

495 adequate water storage and conveyance south of the lake to

496 reduce the volume of regulatory discharges of water from the

497 lake to the east and west.

498 (d) Upon completion of the planning study and the

499| finalization of the project implementation report, as defined in

500 s. 373.470, the district, in coordination with the United States

501| Army Corps of Engineers, shall seek Congressional authorization

502 for the reservoir project.
503 (6) FUNDING.—
504 (a) Pursuant to s. 1ll(e), Art. VII of the State

505 Constitution, up to $1.2 billion in state bonds are authorized

506| under this section to finance or refinance the acquisition and

507 improvement of land, water areas, and related property interests

508 and resources for the purposes of conservation, outdoor

509 recreation, water resource protection and development,

510 restoration of natural systems, and historic preservation.

511 (b) Any cost related to this section, including, but not

512 limited to, the costs for land acquisition, planning,

513| construction, and operation and maintenance, may be funded using

514 proceeds from water resource protection and development bonds
515 issued under s. 215.613.

516 (c) The Legislature determines that the authorization and

517 issuance of such bonds is in the best interest of the state and

518 determines that the reservoir project should be implemented.

519 (d) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, proceeds
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from the sale of such bonds, less the costs of issuance, the

576-02209-17

costs of funding reserve accounts, and other costs with respect

to the bonds, shall be distributed in the following manner:

1. If land is to be acquired pursuant to paragraph (3) (a),

the amount of up to $800 million in bond proceeds in the 2017-

2018 fiscal year to the Land Acquisition Trust Fund for the

purposes of this section, and the amount of up to $400 million

in bond proceeds in the 2018-2019 fiscal year to the Land

Acquisition Trust Fund for the purposes of this section; or

2. If land is to be acquired pursuant to paragraph (3) (b),

the amount of up to $1.2 billion in bond proceeds in the 2018-

2019 fiscal year to the Board of Trustees of the Internal

Improvement Trust Fund, or the Land Acquisition Trust Fund, if

applicable, to be used for the purposes of this section.

(e) Notwithstanding s. 373.026(8) (b) or any other provision

of law, the use of state funds is authorized for the reservoir

project.

(f) The district shall actively seek additional sources of

funding, including federal funding, for the reservoir project.

(g) If the reservoir project receives Congressional

authorization, the district must seek applicable federal credits

toward the state’s share of funding the land acquisition and

implementation of the reservoir project.

(7) LAKE OKEECHOBEE REGULATION SCHEDULE.—The district shall

request that the United States Army Corps of Engineers pursue

the reevaluation of the Lake Okeechobee Regulation Schedule as

expeditiously as possible taking into consideration the repairs

made to the Herbert Hoover Dike and any increase in outlet

capacity south of the lake which offsets the harmful freshwater
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discharges to the St. Lucie and Caloosahatchee estuaries.

Section 6. Section 373.475, Florida Statutes, is created to

576-02209-17

read:

373.475 Water resource protection and development

financing.—

(1) The Legislature finds and declares that:

(a) The continued alteration and development of the state’s

natural and rural areas to accommodate the state’s growing

population has contributed to the degradation of water

resources.

(b) The state’s groundwater, surface waters, and springs

are under tremendous pressure due to population growth and

economic expansion and require special protection and

restoration efforts, including the protection of uplands and

springsheds that provide wvital recharge to aquifer systems and

are critical to the protection of water quality and water

quantity of the aquifers and springs.

(c) To ensure that sufficient quantities of water are

available to meet the current and future needs of the natural

systems and citizens of the state and to help achieve the

overall goals of the department and the water management

districts, water resource protection and development projects

and capital improvements to land or water areas that facilitate

water resource protection and development are necessary.

(d) Many of the state’s unique ecosystems, such as the

Everglades, are facing ecological collapse due to the state’s

burgeoning population growth and economic activities. To

preserve these valuable ecosystems for future generations,

essential parcels of land must be acquired and improvements to
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578 such lands must be made to facilitate ecosystem restoration.

576-02209-17

579 (e) The Legislature recognizes that the acquisition of

580 lands in fee simple is only one way to achieve water resource

581| goals. The Legislature encourages the use of alternatives to fee

582| simple acquisition techniques and the development of

583| partnerships between governmental agencies and private

584 landowners.

585 (f) There is a need to change the focus and direction of

586| the state’s major land acquisition programs and to shift funding

587 and bonding capabilities from land acquisition for conservation

588| purposes towards land acquisition and improvements to land and

589 water areas to protect, restore, and develop water resources.

590 (g) Water resource protection and development projects are

591 necessary to secure water resources to meet current and future

592 water demands.

593 (2) The department shall distribute bond proceeds from the

594| Land Acquisition Trust Fund for the purposes of financing water

595 resource protection and development projects, including projects
596| pursuant to s. 373.4598.

597 (3) Water resource protection and development bond proceeds

598 shall be expended in a fiscally responsible manner. Any agency

599 that receives bond proceeds pursuant to this section may not

600 maintain a balance of unencumbered funds in its water resource

601| protection and development subaccount beyond 3 fiscal years from

602 the date of deposit of funds from each bond issue. All funds

603 that have not been expended or encumbered after 3 fiscal years

604 from the date of deposit shall be distributed by the Legislature

605 during its next regular session for use in the water resource

606| protection and development program.
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Section 7. Section 373.478, Florida Statutes, is created to
read:

373.478 Water storage facility revolving loan fund.—

(1) (a) In recognition that waters of the state are among

the state’s most basic resources, the Legislature declares that

such waters should be managed to conserve and protect water

resources and to realize the full beneficial use of such

resources.

(b) As natural storage within the system has been lost due

to development, the Legislature finds that additional water

storage, natural or man-made, 1s necessary to capture water and

prevent water from being discharged to tide or otherwise lost to

protect the waters of the state.

(c) The Legislature finds that establishing infrastructure

financing and providing technical assistance to local

governments or water supply entities for water storage

facilities is necessary to conserve and protect the waters of

the state.

(2) For purposes of this section, the term:

(a) “Local governmental agency” means any municipality,

county, district, or authority, or any agency thereof, or a

combination of such acting jointly in connection with a project,

having jurisdiction over a water storage facility.

(b) “Water storage facility” or “facility” means all

facilities, including land, necessary for surface or underground

water storage. Such facilities may be publicly owned, privately

owned, investor-owned, or cooperatively held.

(3) The state through the department shall provide funding

assistance to local governments or water supply entities for the
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636| development and construction of water storage facilities to

576-02209-17

637 increase the availability of sufficient water for all existing

638 and future reasonable-beneficial uses and natural systems.

639 (a) The department may make loans, provide loan guarantees,

640| purchase loan insurance, and refinance local debt through the

641 issue of new loans for water storage facilities approved by the

642 department. Local governments or water supply entities may

643| borrow funds made available pursuant to this section and may

644| pledge any revenues or other adequate security available to them

645| to repay any funds borrowed.

646 (b) The department may award loan amounts for up to 75

647| percent of the costs of planning, designing, constructing,

648 upgrading, or replacing water resource infrastructure or

649 facilities, whether natural or man-made, including the

650 acquisition of real property for water storage facilities.

651 (4) The department shall adopt rules to carry out the

652| purposes of this section. Such rules shall:

653 (a) Set forth a priority system for loans based on

654 compliance with state requirements. The priority system shall

655 give special consideration to:

656 1. Projects that provide for the development of alternative

657 water supply projects and management techniques in areas where

658| existing source waters are limited or threatened by saltwater

659 intrusion, excessive drawdowns, contamination, or other

660| problems;
661 2. Projects that contribute to the sustainability of

662 regional water sources;

663 3. Projects that produce additional water available for

664 consumptive uses or natural systems;
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665 4. Projects that diversify water supply so that the needs

576-02209-17

666 of consumptive uses and the natural system are met during wet

667 and dry conditions; or

668 5. Projects that provide flexibility in addressing the

669| unpredictability of water conditions from water year to water

670 year.
671 (b) Establish the requirements for the award and repayment

672 of financial assistance.

673 (c) Require evidence of credit worthiness and adequate

674| security, including an identification of revenues to be pledged,

675| and documentation of their sufficiency for loan repayment and

676| pledged revenue coverage, to ensure that each loan recipient can

677 meet its loan repayment requirements.

678 (d) Require each project receiving financial assistance to

679| Dbe cost-effective, environmentally sound, and implementable.

680 (e) Require each project to be self-supporting if the

681| project is primarily for the purpose of water supply for

682 consumptive use.

683 (5) Before approval of a loan, the local government or

684| water supply entity must, at a minimum, submit all of the

685 following to the department:

686 (a) A repayment schedule.

687 (b) Evidence of the permittability or implementability of

688 the facility proposed for financial assistance.

689 (c) Plans and specifications, biddable contract documents,

690 or other documentation of appropriate procurement of goods and

091 services.

692 (d) Provide assurance that records will be kept using

693 generally accepted accounting principles and that the department
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or i1ts agents and the Auditor General will have access to all

576-02209-17

records pertaining to the loan.

(e) Document that the facility will be self-supporting, if

such facility is required to be self-supporting according to

paragraph (4) (e).

(f) Document that the water management district whose

boundaries in which the facility is planned has approved of such

facility. If the facility crosses jurisdictional boundaries,

approval from each applicable district must be provided to the

department.

(6) Recipients of financial assistance under this section

may receive disbursements based upon invoiced costs and are not

required to request advance payment pursuant to s. 216.181(16).

Proof of payment of invoiced costs must be submitted before or

concurrent with the recipient’s next disbursement request.

(7) The department and water management districts are

authorized to provide technical assistance to local governments

or water supply entities for water storage facilities funded

pursuant to this section.

(8) In order to ensure that public moneys are managed in an

equitable, prudent, and cost-effective manner, the total amount

of money loaned to any local government or water supply entity

during a fiscal year may not be more than 25 percent of the

total funds available for making loans during that year. The

minimum amount of a loan shall be $75,000. The term of loans

made pursuant to this section may not exceed 30 years.

(9) As part of the report required under s. 403.8532, the

department shall prepare a report at the end of each fiscal

year, detailing the financial assistance provided under this
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section, service fees collected, interest earned, and loans

576-02209-17

outstanding.

(10) The department may conduct an audit of the loan

project upon completion, or may require that a separate project

audit, prepared by an independent certified public accountant,

be submitted.

(11) The department may require reasonable service fees on

loans made to local governments or water supply entities to

ensure that the program will be operated in perpetuity and to

implement the purposes authorized under this section. Service

fees may not be less than 2 percent or greater than 4 percent of

the loan amount exclusive of the service fee. Service fee

revenues shall be deposited into the department’s Grants and

Donations Trust Fund. The fee revenues, and interest earnings

thereon, shall be used exclusively to carry out the purposes of

this section.

(12) The Water Protection and Sustainability Program Trust

Fund established under s. 403.891 shall be used to carry out the

purposes of this section. Any funds that are not needed on an

immediate basis for financial assistance shall be invested

pursuant to s. 215.49. State funds and investment earnings shall

be deposited into the fund. The principal and interest of all

loans repaid and investment earnings thereon shall be deposited

into the fund.

(13) (a) If a local governmental agency defaults under the

terms of its loan agreement, the department shall so certify to

the Chief Financial Officer, who shall forward the amount

delinquent to the department from any unobligated funds due to

the local governmental agency under any revenue-sharing or tax-
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sharing fund established by the state, except as otherwise

576-02209-17

provided by the State Constitution. Certification of delinquency

does not limit the department from pursuing other remedies

available for default on a loan, including accelerating loan

repayments, eliminating all or part of the interest rate subsidy

on the loan, and court appointment of a receiver to manage the

public water system.

(b) If a water storage facility owned by a person other

than a local governmental agency defaults under the terms of its

loan agreement, the department may take all actions available

under law to remedy the default.

(c) The department may impose a penalty for delinquent loan

payments in the amount of 6 percent of the amount due, in

addition to charging the cost to handle and process the debt.

Penalty interest accrues on any amount due and payable beginning

on the 30th day following the date upon which payment is due.

(14) The department may terminate or rescind a financial

assistance agreement when the recipient fails to comply with the

terms and conditions of the agreement.

Section 8. Subsections (1) and (3) of section 375.041,

Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

375.041 Land Acquisition Trust Fund.—

(1) There is created a Land Acquisition Trust Fund within
the Department of Environmental Protection. The Land Acquisition
Trust Fund is designated by s. 28, Art. X of the State
Constitution for receipt of certain documentary stamp tax
revenue for the uses prescribed therein. The Land Acgquisition
Trust Fund shall be held and administered by the department. The

Land Acquisition Trust Fund shall continue for as long as bonds
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are outstanding pursuant to s. 215.613, s. 215.618, or s.

576-02209-17

215.619, or any bonds secured on a parity basis with such bonds,
or until the requirement of s. 28, Art. X of the State
Constitution expires, whichever is later. All moneys deposited
into the Land Acquisition Trust Fund shall be trust funds for
the uses and purposes herein set forth, within the meaning of s.
215.32 (1) (b); and such moneys shall not become or be commingled
with the General Revenue Fund of the state, as defined by s.
215.32(1) (a) .

(3) Funds distributed into the Land Acquisition Trust Fund
pursuant to s. 201.15 shall be applied:

(a) First, to pay debt service or to fund debt service

reserve funds, rebate obligations, or other amounts payable with

respect to water resource protection and development bonds

issued under s. 215.613; pay debt service or to fund debt

service reserve funds, rebate obligations, or other amounts
payable with respect to Florida Forever bonds issued under s.
215.618; and pay debt service, provide reserves, and pay rebate
obligations and other amounts due with respect to Everglades
restoration bonds issued under s. 215.619; and

(b) Of the funds remaining after the payments required
under paragraph (a), but before funds may be appropriated,
pledged, or dedicated for other uses:

1. A minimum of the lesser of 25 percent or $200 million
shall be appropriated annually for Everglades projects that
implement the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan as set
forth in s. 373.470, including the Central Everglades Planning
Project subject to Congressional authorization; the Long-Term

Plan as defined in s. 373.4592(2); and the Northern Everglades
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and Estuaries Protection Program as set forth in s. 373.4595.

From these funds, $32 million shall be distributed each fiscal

576-02209-17

year through the 2023-2024 fiscal year to the South Florida
Water Management District for the Long-Term Plan as defined in
s. 373.4592(2). After deducting the $32 million distributed
under this subparagraph, from the funds remaining, a minimum of
the lesser of 76.5 percent or $100 million shall be appropriated
each fiscal year through the 2025-2026 fiscal year for the
planning, design, engineering, and construction of the
Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan as set forth in s.
373.470, including the Central Everglades Planning Project, the

Everglades Agricultural Area Storage Reservoir Project, the Lake

Okeechobee Watershed Project, the C-43 West Basin Storage

Reservoir Project, the C-44 Reservoir Project, the Western

Everglades Restoration Project, the C-111 South-Dade Project,

and the Picayune Strand Restoration Project subjeet—Fe

Cengressienal—autheorization. The Department of Environmental

Protection and the South Florida Water Management District shall

give preference to those Everglades restoration projects that
reduce harmful discharges of water from Lake Okeechobee to the
St. Lucie or Caloosahatchee estuaries in a timely manner. For
the purpose of performing the calculation provided in this
subparagraph, the amount of debt service paid pursuant to
paragraph (a) for bonds issued after July 1, 2016, for the
purposes set forth under paragraph (b) shall be added to the
amount remaining after the payments required under paragraph
(a) . The amount of the distribution calculated shall then be
reduced by an amount equal to the debt service paid pursuant to

paragraph (a) on bonds issued after July 1, 2016, for the
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839| purposes set forth under this subparagraph.

576-02209-17

840 2. A minimum of the lesser of 7.6 percent or $50 million
841| shall be appropriated annually for spring restoration,

842| protection, and management projects. For the purpose of

843| performing the calculation provided in this subparagraph, the
844 amount of debt service paid pursuant to paragraph (a) for bonds
845 issued after July 1, 2016, for the purposes set forth under

846| paragraph (b) shall be added to the amount remaining after the
847| payments required under paragraph (a). The amount of the

848| distribution calculated shall then be reduced by an amount equal
849 to the debt service paid pursuant to paragraph (a) on bonds

850 issued after July 1, 2016, for the purposes set forth under this
851 subparagraph.

852 3. The sum of $5 million shall be appropriated annually

853 each fiscal year through the 2025-2026 fiscal year to the St.
854 Johns River Water Management District for projects dedicated to
855 the restoration of Lake Apopka. This distribution shall be

856 reduced by an amount equal to the debt service paid pursuant to
857| paragraph (a) on bonds issued after July 1, 2016, for the

858| purposes set forth in this subparagraph.

859 4. The sum of $35 million shall be appropriated annually to

860 the St. Johns River Water Management District for projects

8ol dedicated to the restoration of the St. Johns River and its

862 tributaries or the Keystone Heights Lake Region. Such funds may

863| Dbe used for land management and acquisition and for recreational

864 opportunity and public access improvements connected with these

865| areas. This distribution shall be reduced by an amount equal to

866 the debt service paid pursuant to paragraph (a) on bonds issued

867 after July 1, 2017, for the purposes set forth in this
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576-02209-17
subparagraph.

5. The sum of $2 million shall be appropriated annually to

the Department of Environmental Protection to be distributed in

accordance with the existing interlocal agreement among the

Village of Islamorada, the Key Largo Wastewater Treatment

District, the City of Marathon, the Monroe County/Florida Keys

Aqueduct Authority, the City of Key West, and Key Colony Beach,

to address water quality issues and for the purposes of

constructing sewage collection, treatment, and disposal

facilities; implementing stormwater collection and treatment

systems; canal restoration and muck remediation projects; and

projects that protect and enhance water supply in the Florida

Keys Area of Critical State Concern and the City of Key West

Area of Critical State Concern; or, for the purposes of land

acquisition within the Florida Keys Area of Critical Concern as

authorized pursuant to s. 259.045 with increased priority given

to those acquisitions that achieve a combination of conservation

goals, including protecting Florida’s water resources and

natural groundwater recharge. A local government requesting

disbursement pursuant to this appropriation shall provide the

Department of Environmental Protection with such documentation

as the department deems necessary to verify that the costs are

properly incurred and work has been performed.

6. A sum of $20 million shall be appropriated annually to

offset or partially offset property owner costs incurred to

retrofit onsite sewage treatment and disposal systems determined

by the Department of Environmental Protection to be individually

or collectively contributing excess nutrient pollution in the

counties contributing to the Indian River Lagoon, the St. Lucie
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and Caloosahatchee estuaries, and their watersheds; to connect

576-02209-17

properties with such onsite systems to central sewer systems; or

to conduct muck dredging and large-scale stormwater improvements

in counties contributing to the Indian River Lagoon, the St.

Lucie and Caloosahatchee estuaries, and their watersheds. The

Department of Environmental Protection is authorized to use the

appropriated funds to make grants or provide other forms of

financial assistance to local governments and other entities for

these purposes.

Section 9. Effective January 1, 2019, and contingent upon
the failure of the district or board to acquire land by November
30, 2018, pursuant to section 373.4598(3) (a) or (b), Florida
Statutes, subsection (3) of section 375.041, Florida Statutes,
as amended by this act, is amended to read:

375.041 Land Acquisition Trust Fund.—

(3) Funds distributed into the Land Acquisition Trust Fund
pursuant to s. 201.15 shall be applied:

(a) First, to pay debt service or to fund debt service
reserve funds, rebate obligations, or other amounts payable with
respect to water resource protection and development bonds
issued under s. 215.613; pay debt service or to fund debt
service reserve funds, rebate obligations, or other amounts
payable with respect to Florida Forever bonds issued under s.
215.618; and pay debt service, provide reserves, and pay rebate
obligations and other amounts due with respect to Everglades
restoration bonds issued under s. 215.619; and

(b) Of the funds remaining after the payments required
under paragraph (a), but before funds may be appropriated,

pledged, or dedicated for other uses:
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1. A minimum of the lesser of 30 25 percent or $250 $260
million shall be appropriated annually for Everglades projects
that implement the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan as
set forth in s. 373.470, including the Central Everglades
Planning Project subject to Congressional authorization; the
Long-Term Plan as defined in s. 373.4592(2); and the Northern
Everglades and Estuaries Protection Program as set forth in s.
373.4595. From these funds, $32 million shall be distributed
each fiscal year through the 2023-2024 fiscal year to the South
Florida Water Management District for the Long-Term Plan as
defined in s. 373.4592(2). After deducting the $32 million
distributed under this subparagraph, from the funds remaining, a
minimum of the lesser of 80 #6<5 percent or $150 $368 million
shall be appropriated each fiscal year through the 2025-2026
fiscal year for the planning, design, engineering, and
construction of the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan as
set forth in s. 373.470, including the Central Everglades
Planning Project, the Everglades Agricultural Area Storage
Reservoir Project, the Lake Okeechobee Watershed Project, the C-
43 West Basin Storage Reservoir Project, the C-44 Reservoir
Project, the Western Everglades Restoration Project, the C-111
South-Dade Project, and the Picayune Strand Restoration Project.
The Department of Environmental Protection and the South Florida
Water Management District shall give preference to those
Everglades restoration projects that reduce harmful discharges
of water from Lake Okeechobee to the St. Lucie or Caloosahatchee
estuaries in a timely manner. For the purpose of performing the
calculation provided in this subparagraph, the amount of debt

service paid pursuant to paragraph (a) for bonds issued after
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July 1, 2016, for the purposes set forth under paragraph (b)

576-02209-17

shall be added to the amount remaining after the payments
required under paragraph (a). The amount of the distribution
calculated shall then be reduced by an amount equal to the debt
service paid pursuant to paragraph (a) on bonds issued after
July 1, 2016, for the purposes set forth under this
subparagraph.

2. A minimum of the lesser of 7.6 percent or $50 million
shall be appropriated annually for spring restoration,
protection, and management projects. For the purpose of
performing the calculation provided in this subparagraph, the
amount of debt service paid pursuant to paragraph (a) for bonds
issued after July 1, 2016, for the purposes set forth under
paragraph (b) shall be added to the amount remaining after the
payments required under paragraph (a). The amount of the
distribution calculated shall then be reduced by an amount equal
to the debt service paid pursuant to paragraph (a) on bonds
issued after July 1, 2016, for the purposes set forth under this
subparagraph.

3. The sum of $5 million shall be appropriated annually
each fiscal year through the 2025-2026 fiscal year to the St.
Johns River Water Management District for projects dedicated to
the restoration of Lake Apopka. This distribution shall be
reduced by an amount equal to the debt service paid pursuant to
paragraph (a) on bonds issued after July 1, 2016, for the
purposes set forth in this subparagraph.

4. The sum of $35 million shall be appropriated annually to
the St. Johns River Water Management District for projects

dedicated to the restoration of the St. Johns River and its
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984 tributaries or the Keystone Heights Lake Region. Such funds may

576-02209-17

985| be used for land management and acquisition and for recreational

986| opportunity and public access improvements connected with these

987 areas. This distribution shall be reduced by an amount equal to

988 the debt service paid pursuant to paragraph (a) on bonds issued

989 after July 1, 2017, for the purposes set forth in this

990 subparagraph.

991 5. The sum of $2 million shall be appropriated annually to

992| the Department of Environmental Protection to be distributed in

993| accordance with the existing interlocal agreement among the

994 Village of Islamorada, the Key Largo Wastewater Treatment

995 District, the City of Marathon, the Monroe County/Florida Keys

996| Aqueduct Authority, the City of Key West, and Key Colony Beach,

997 to address water quality issues and for the purposes of

998 constructing sewage collection, treatment, and disposal

999| facilities; implementing stormwater collection and treatment
1000 systems; canal restoration and muck remediation projects; and
1001| projects that protect and enhance water supply in the Florida
1002 Keys Area of Critical State Concern and the City of Key West
1003| Area of Critical State Concern; or, for the purposes of land
1004 acquisition within the Florida Keys Area of Critical Concern as
1005| authorized pursuant to s. 259.045 with increased priority given
1006 to those acquisitions that achieve a combination of conservation
1007 goals, including protecting Florida’s water resources and
1008 natural groundwater recharge. A local government requesting
1009| disbursement pursuant to this appropriation shall provide the
1010 Department of Environmental Protection with such documentation

1011 as the department deems necessary to verify that the costs are

1012| properly incurred and work has been performed.
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6. A sum of $20 million shall be appropriated annually to

576-02209-17

offset or partially offset property owner costs incurred to
retrofit onsite sewage treatment and disposal systems determined
by the Department of Environmental Protection to be individually
or collectively contributing excess nutrient pollution in the
counties contributing to the Indian River Lagoon, the St. Lucie
and Caloosahatchee estuaries, and their watersheds; to connect
properties with such onsite systems to central sewer systems; or
to conduct muck dredging and large-scale stormwater improvements
in counties contributing to the Indian River Lagoon, the St.
Lucie and Caloosahatchee estuaries, and their watersheds. The
Department of Environmental Protection is authorized to use the
appropriated funds to make grants or provide other forms of
financial assistance to local governments and other entities for
these purposes.

Section 10. Section 403.0878, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

403.0878 Water reuse grant program.—The department shall

establish a water reuse grant program. The department shall use

funds specifically appropriated to award grants under this

section to assist wastewater treatment facilities to expand the

facilities’ capacity to make reclaimed water available for

reuse.

(1) In accordance with rules adopted by the department

pursuant to this section, the department may provide grants,

from funds specifically appropriated for this purpose, to

wastewater facilities for up to 100 percent of the costs of

planning, designing, constructing, upgrading, or replacing

wastewater collection, transmission, and treatment designed to

Page 36 of 42
3/10/2017 10:57:48 AM




1042
1043
1044
1045
1046
1047
1048
1049
1050
1051
1052
1053
1054
1055
1056
1057
1058
1059
1060
1061
1062
1063
1064
1065
1066
1067
1068
1069
1070

Florida Senate - 2017 PROPOSED COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE
Bill No. SB 10

[N -

expand the facility’s capacity to make reclaimed water available

576-02209-17

for reuse.

(2) The department’s rules must:

(a) Require that projects to plan, design, construct,

upgrade, or replace wastewater collection, transmission,

treatment, and reuse facilities be cost-effective,

environmentally sound, permittable, and implementable.

(b) Require grant applications to be submitted on

appropriate forms with appropriate supporting documentation, and

require records to be maintained.

(c) Establish a system to determine eligibility of grant

applications.

(d) Establish a system to determine the relative priority

of grant applications. The system must consider public health

protection and water pollution abatement.

(e) Establish requirements for competitive procurement of

engineering and construction services, materials, and equipment.

(f) Provide for termination of grants when program

requirements are not met.

(3) The department must perform adequate overview of each

awarded grant, including technical review, regular inspections,

disbursement approvals, and auditing, to successfully implement

this section.

(4) The department may use up to 2 percent of the grant

funds made available each year for the costs of program

administration.

(5) Recipients of financial assistance under this section

may receive disbursements based upon invoiced costs and are not

required to request advance payment pursuant to s. 216.181(16).
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1071 Proof of payment of invoiced costs shall be submitted before or

576-02209-17

1072 concurrent with the recipient’s next disbursement request.

1073 Section 11. The Legislature finds that sufficient water

1074| availability is a paramount concern for existing and future

1075| reasonable-beneficial uses and natural systems in this state.

1076| The projected population of this state is estimated to exceed 25

1077 million by the year 2040, and cooperative efforts between

1078| municipalities, counties, utility companies, private landowners,

1079| water consumers, water management districts, regional water

1080 supply authorities, the Department of Environmental Protection,

1081 and the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services are

1082 necessary in order to meet water needs in a manner that will

1083 supply adequate and dependable supplies of water where needed

1084| without causing adverse effects in the area from which water is

1085| withdrawn. Water supply projects should employ all practical

1086 means of obtaining water, including, but not limited to,

1087 withdrawals of surface water and groundwater, reclaimed water,

1088 and desalination, and properly implementing these projects will

1089 require cooperation and well-coordinated activities. Therefore,

1090 it is the policy of this state that projects to increase water

1091 supply be planned on a regional basis.

1092 Section 12. Present paragraph (f) of subsection (5) of
1093 section 215.44, Florida Statutes, is redesignated as paragraph
1094 (g), and a new paragraph (f) is added to that subsection, to
1095| read:

1096 215.44 Board of Administration; powers and duties in

1097 relation to investment of trust funds.—

1098 (5) On or before January 1 of each year, the board shall

1099| provide to the Legislature a report including the following
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items for each fund which, by law, has been entrusted to the

576-02209-17

board for investment:

(f) A summary of the type and amount of potential water

supply investments that will have the effect of increasing water

supply in the state on a regional basis.

Section 13. Section 403.890, Florida Statutes, 1s amended
to read:

403.890 Water Protection and Sustainability Program.—

(1) Revenues deposited into or appropriated to the Water
Protection and Sustainability Program Trust Fund shall be

distributed by the Department of Environmental Protection for

the following purposes in—the—following manner:
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alternative water supply program as provided in s. 373.707.
(b) The water storage facility revolving loan fund as

provided in s. 373.478.

(2) Revenues deposited into or appropriated to the Water

Protection and Sustainability Program Trust Fund for purposes of

the water storage facility revolving loan fund may only be used

for such purposes.
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1158 the Department of Environmental Protection shall request the

576-02209-17

1159 return of all unencumbered funds distributed for the purposes of

1160 the alternative water supply program pursuant—te—this seetion.

1161 These funds shall be deposited into the Water Protection and
1162| Sustainability Program Trust Fund and redistributed for such

1163| purposes pursutant—teo—the provisiens—ef+this seetion.

1164 Section 14. The South Florida Water Management District and

1165 the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund

1166 shall notify the Division of Law Revision and Information no

1167 later than December 1, 2018, whether they have acquired land
1168| pursuant to s. 373.4598, Florida Statutes.

1169 Section 15. The Division of Law Revision and Information is

1170| directed to replace the phrase “the effective date of this act”

1171 wherever it occurs in this act with the date the act becomes a
1172 law.

1173 Section 16. Contingent upon bonds being issued for the

1174| purposes of s. 373.4598, Florida Statutes, and if land 1is

1175 acquired pursuant to s. 373.4598(3) (a), Florida Statutes, the

1176| sum of $64 million in recurring funds from the Land Acquisition

1177 Trust Fund is appropriated for the 2017-2018 fiscal year to pay

1178 debt service on bonds that implement this act and are issued

1179| pursuant to s. 215.613, Florida Statutes.

1180 Section 17. Contingent upon bonds being issued for the

1181 purposes of s. 373.4598, Florida Statutes, and if land is
1182 acquired pursuant to s. 373.4598(3) (a), Florida Statutes, the

1183 sum of $36 million in recurring funds from the Land Acquisition

1184 Trust Fund is appropriated for the 2018-2019 fiscal year to pay

1185 debt service on bonds that implement this act and are issued

1186| pursuant to s. 215.613, Florida Statutes.
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Section 18. Contingent upon bonds being issued for the

576-02209-17

purposes of s. 373.4598, Florida Statutes, and if land is

acquired pursuant to s. 373.4598(3) (b), Florida Statutes, the

sum of $100 million in recurring funds from the Land Acquisition

Trust Fund is appropriated for the 2018-2019 fiscal year to pay

debt service on bonds that implement this act and are issued

pursuant to s. 215.613, Florida Statutes.

Section 19. Except as otherwise expressly provided in this

act, this act shall take effect upon becoming a law.

Page 42 of 42
3/10/2017 10:57:48 AM






