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Florida Senate - 2017 CS for SB 1022

By the Committee on Transportation; and Senators Stewart and
Torres

596-02742-17 20171022c1
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to license plates; amending ss.
320.08056 and 320.08058, F.S.; directing the
Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles to
develop an American Eagle license plate; establishing
an annual use fee for the plate; providing for
distribution and use of fees collected from the sale
of the plates; amending s. 320.089, F.S.; providing
for a special license plate to be issued to a
recipient of the Bronze Star; requiring the likeness
of the Prisoner of War Medal to appear on the Ex-POW

license plate; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (ffff) is added to subsection (4) of
section 320.08056, Florida Statutes, to read:

320.08056 Specialty license plates.—

(4) The following license plate annual use fees shall be
collected for the appropriate specialty license plates:

(ffff) American Eagle license plate, $25.

Section 2. Subsection (84) is added to section 320.08058,
Florida Statutes, to read:

320.08058 Specialty license plates.—

(84) AMERICAN EAGLE LICENSE PLATES.—

(a) The department shall develop an American Eagle license

plate as provided in this section and s. 320.08053. The plate

must bear the colors and design approved by the department. The

word “Florida” must appear at the top of the plate, and the
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words “God Bless America” must appear at the bottom of the

plate.
(b) The annual use fees from the sale of the plate shall be

distributed to the American Eagle Foundation for deposit in the

foundation’s national endowment fund, which may use up to 15

percent of such fees for administrative costs and marketing the

plate. The balance of the fees shall be used by the American

FEagle Foundation to fund public education programs, rescue and

care programs, and other conservation efforts in Florida that

benefit bald eagles.

Section 3. Subsections (1) and (2) of section 320.089,

Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

plates for military servicemembers, veterans, and Pearl Harbor

Survivorss+—fee.—
(1) (a) Upon application to the department and payment of

the license tax for the vehicle as provided in s. 320.08, a

resident of the state who owns or leases Eaechowneror tessee——of

an automobile or truck for private use or recreational vehicle
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as specified in s. 320.08(9) (c¢c) or (d), which is not used for

hire or commercial use, shall be issued a license plate pursuant

to the following if the applicant provides the department with

proof he or she meets the qualifications listed in this section

for the applicable license plate:

1. A person released or discharged from any branch whe—3s—a

ad—a—veteran of the United States Armed

rooadt darnt £ +h ot o+ -
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Forces shall be issued a license plate stamped with the term

“Veteran” ors—a “Woman Veteran” followed by the serial number of

the license plate.+

2. A World War II Veteran shall be issued a license plate

stamped with the term “WWII Veteran” followed by the serial

number of the license plate.+

3. A Navy Submariner shall be issued a license plate

stamped with the term “Navy Submariner” followed by the serial

number of the license plate.+

4, An active or retired member of the Florida National

Guard shall be issued a license plate stamped with the term

“National Guard” followed by the serial number of the license

plate.

5. A member of the Pearl Harbor Survivors Association or

other person on active military duty in Pearl Harbor on December

7, 1941, shall be issued a license plate stamped with the term

“Pearl Harbor Survivor” followed by the serial number of the

license plate.—a—sugrviver—of—the attack on Pearl—Harbor;

6. A recipient of the Purple Heart medal shall be issued a

license plate stamped with the term “Combat-wounded Veteran”

followed by the serial number of the license plate. The Purple

Heart plate may have the term “Purple Heart” stamped on the
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plate and the likeness of the Purple Heart medal appearing on

the plate.+

7. An active or retired member of any branch of the United

States Armed Forces Reserve shall be issued a license plate

stamped with the term “U.S. Reserve” followed by the serial

number of the license plate.

8. A member of the Combat Infantrymen’s Association, Inc.,

or a recipient of the Combat Infantry Badge, Combat Medical
Badge, Combat Action Badge, Combat Action Ribbon, or Air Force

Combat Action Medal shall be issued a license plate stamped with

the term “Combat Infantry Badge,” “Combat Medical Badge,”

4

“Combat Action Badge,” “Combat Action Ribbon,” or “Air Force

Combat Action Medal,” as appropriate, and a likeness of the

related campaign medal or badge, followed by the serial number

of the license plate.

9. A recipient of these* Distinguished Flying Cross shall

be issued a license plate stamped with the term “Distinguished

Flying Cross” and a likeness of the Distinguished Flying Cross

followed by the serial number of the license plate.

10. A recipient of the Bronze Star shall be issued a

license plate stamped with the term “Bronze Star” and a likeness

of the Bronze Star followed by the serial number of the license
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(c) Any revenue generated from the sale of Woman Veteran
license plates must be deposited into the Operations and
Maintenance Trust Fund administered by the Department of
Veterans’ Affairs pursuant to s. 20.375(3) and must be used
solely for the purpose of creating and implementing programs to

benefit women veterans.

(d) Notwithstanding any previsiens—ef law to the contrary,
an applicant for a Pearl Harbor Survivor license plate or a
Purple Heart license plate who also qualifies for a disabled
veteran’s license plate under s. 320.084 shall be issued the
appropriate special license plate without payment of the license
tax imposed by s. 320.08.

(2) Each owner or lessee of an automobile or truck for
private use, a truck weighing not more than 7,999 pounds, or a
recreational vehicle as specified in s. 320.08(9) (c) or (d),
which is not used for hire or commercial use who is a resident
of this state and who is a former prisoner of war, or his or her
unremarried surviving spouse, upon application to the
department, shall be issued a license plate as provided in s.

320.06, stamped with the words “Ex-POW” and the likeness of the

Prisoner of War Medal followed by the serial number. Each

application shall be accompanied by proof that the applicant
meets the qualifications specified in paragraph (a) or paragraph
(b) .

(a) A citizen of the United States who served as a member
of the Armed Forces of the United States or the armed forces of
a nation allied with the United States who was held as a
prisoner of war at such time as the Armed Forces of the United

States were engaged in combat, or his or her unremarried
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175 surviving spouse, may be issued the special license plate
176| provided for in this subsection without payment of the license
177] tax imposed by s. 320.08.
178 (b) A person who was serving as a civilian with the consent
1795 of the United States Government, or a person who was a member of
180 the Armed Forces of the United States while he or she was not a
181 United States citizen and was held as a prisoner of war when the
182| Armed Forces of the United States were engaged in combat, or his
183| or her unremarried surviving spouse, may be issued the special
184 license plate provided for in this subsection upon payment of
185| the license tax imposed by s. 320.08.
186 Section 4. This act shall take effect October 1, 2017
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