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Proposed Committee Substitute by the Committee on Appropriations
(Appropriations Subcommittee on Finance and Tax)
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to tax administration; amending s.
198.30, F.S.; deleting a requirement for circuit
judges to monthly report certain information to the
Department of Revenue relating to the estates of
certain decedents; amending s. 206.02, F.S.; deleting
requirements to pay license taxes for a terminal
supplier license, an importer, exporter, or blender of
motor fuels license, or a wholesaler of motor fuel
license; conforming a provision to changes made by the
act; amending s. 206.021, F.S.; deleting a requirement
to pay license taxes for a carrier license; amending
s. 206.022, F.S.; deleting a requirement to pay
license taxes for a terminal operator license;
amending s. 206.03, F.S.; conforming a provision to
changes made by the act; amending s. 206.045, F.S.;
conforming a provision to changes made by the act;
repealing ss. 206.405 and 206.406, F.S., relating to
receipt for payment of license taxes and disposition
of license tax funds, respectively; amending s.
206.41, F.S.; deleting a requirement for the
department to deduct a specified fee from certain
motor fuel refund claims; amending s. 206.9943, F.S.;
deleting a requirement to pay license fees for a
pollutant tax license; amending s. 206.9952, F.S.;
deleting a requirement to pay license fees for a

natural gas fuel retailer license; amending s.
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206.9865, F.S.; deleting a requirement to pay

576-03806-17

application fees for an aviation fuel tax license for
commercial air carriers; amending s. 212.0515, F.S.;
deleting a requirement for vending machine operators
to post a specified notice on vending machines;
deleting a provision requiring the department to pay
an informant certain rewards for reporting vending
machines without the notice; conforming provisions to
changes made by the act; amending s. 212.0596, F.S.;
deleting an authorization for procedures that waive
registration fees in relation to the use tax on mail
order purchases by certain persons; amending s.
212.18, F.S.; deleting a requirement for certificates
of registration fees for certain dealers in relation
to the sales and use tax; conforming provisions to
changes made by the act; amending s. 336.021, F.S.;
specifying a condition for the reimposition of ninth-
cent fuel taxes on motor and diesel fuels by a county;
amending s. 336.025, F.S.; specifying a condition for
the reimposition of local option fuel taxes on motor
and diesel fuels by a county; providing construction
relating to requirements on a decision to rescind a
tax; amending s. 376.70, F.S.; deleting a requirement
for drycleaning or dry drop-off facilities to pay
registration fees to the department; amending s.
376.75, F.S.; deleting a requirement to pay
registration fees for certain persons producing,
importing, selling, or using perchloroethylene;

amending s. 443.131, F.S.; revising a deadline for
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employers of employees performing domestic services to

576-03806-17

annually report wages and pay certain contributions
under the Reemployment Assistance Program Law;
defining the term “holiday”; amending s. 443.141,
F.S.; specifying a due date of certain employer
contributions if such date falls on a weekend or
holiday; defining the term “holiday”; conforming
cross-references; amending s. 443.163, F.S.; deleting
a form name; authorizing reemployment assistance tax
collection service providers to waive a certain
penalty under certain circumstances; amending s.
733.2121, F.S.; providing that a personal
representative may serve a notice to creditors on the
department only under certain circumstances; deleting
a provision providing construction; reenacting s.
733.701, F.S., relating to notifying creditors, to
incorporate the amendment made to s. 733.2121, F.S.,
in a reference thereto; amending s. 206.998, F.S.;
conforming cross-references; repealing s. 1 of ch.
2007-339, s. 13 of ch. 2008-173, s. 6 of ch. 2009-131,
ss. 8(2) and 24 of ch. 2010-138, s. 6 of ch. 2010-149,
s. 7 of ch. 2010-166, s. 35 of ch. 2011-76, s. 4 of
ch. 2011-93, s. 3 of ch. 2011-229, s. 25 of ch. 2012-
32, and s. 3 of ch. 2013-46, Laws of Florida, relating
to obsolete emergency rulemaking authority of the

department; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
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86 Section 1. Section 198.30, Florida Statutes, is amended to
87 read:
88 198.30 Circuit judge to report names of decedents, etc.—

89| Each circuit judge of this state shall, on or before the 10th
90 day of every month, notify the Agency for Health Care
91| Administration department of the names of all decedents; the

92 names and addresses of the respective personal representatives,
93 administrators, or curators appointed; the amount of the bonds,
94| 1if any, required by the court; and the probable value of the

95 estates, in all estates of decedents whose wills have been

96| probated or propounded for probate before the circuit judge or
97 upon which letters testamentary or upon whose estates letters of
98 administration or curatorship have been sought or granted,

99| during the preceding month; and such report shall contain any

100 other information that whieh the circuit judge may have

101 concerning the estates of such decedents. Irn—additieon—a—<copvy—of
102
103

104 such further information, from the records and files of the

ar

i
T

o romrmo v
o L CopPUL
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ristratieons A circuit judge shall also furnish forthwith

=

105 circuit court in regard to such estates, as the department may
106 from time to time require.

107 Section 2. Effective January 1, 2018, subsections (2), (3),
108 and (4), paragraph (a) of subsection (7), and paragraph (b) of
109 subsection (8) of section 206.02, Florida Statutes, are amended
110 to read:

111 206.02 Application for license; temporary license; terminal
112 suppliers, importers, exporters, blenders, biodiesel

113 manufacturers, and wholesalers.—

114 (2) To procure a terminal supplier license, a person shall
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115 file with the department an application under ocath, and in such

576-03806-17

116 form as the department may prescribe, setting forth:

117 (a) The name under which the person will transact business
118| within the state and that person’s registration number under s.
119 4101 of the Internal Revenue Code.

120 (b) The location, with street number address, of his or her
121| principal office or place of business and the location where

122 records will be made available for inspection.

123 (c) The name and complete residence address of the owner or
124 the names and addresses of the partners, if such person is a

125| partnership, or of the principal officers, if such person is a
126 corporation or association; and, if such person is a corporation
127 organized under the laws of another state, territory, or

128 country, he or she shall also indicate the state, territory, or
129 country where the corporation is organized and the date the

130 corporation was registered with the Department of State as a

131 foreign corporation authorized to transact business in the

132 state.

133
134
135| must shatdt be renewed annually through application—Fnetuding—an
136| annvatl—S$30—ticense—+tax.

137 (3) To procure an importer, exporter, or blender of motor

2N

PNV I ISP P A I H S -
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$30 ense—tax+ Each license

13 o
T

138 fuels license, a person shall file with the department an

139| application under ocath, and in such form as the department may
140 prescribe, setting forth:

141 (a) The name under which the person will transact business
142 within the state.

143 (b) The location, with street number address, of his or her
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144| principal office or place of business and the location where
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145 records will be made available for inspection.

146 (c) The name and complete residence address of the owner or
147 the names and addresses of the partners, if such person is a

148| partnership, or of the principal officers, if such person is a
149 corporation or association; and, if such person is a corporation
150 organized under the laws of another state, territory, or

151 country, he or she shall also indicate the state, territory, or
152 country where the corporation is organized and the date the

153| corporation was registered with the Department of State as a

154| foreign corporation authorized to transact business in the

155 State.

156
157
158| must shatdt be renewed annually through application—Frmetuding—an
159 annvat—S$30—ticense—+tax.

160 (4) To procure a wholesaler of motor fuel license, a person

e

he—apptication $36 arse—Eax+ Each license

13 o
T
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161 shall file with the department an application under oath and in
162 such form as the department may prescribe, setting forth:

163 (a) The name under which the person will transact business
164 within the state.

165 (b) The location, with street number address, of his or her
166| principal office or place of business within this state and the
167 location where records will be made available for inspection.
168 (c) The name and complete residence address of the owner or
169 the names and addresses of the partners, if such person is a

170| partnership, or of the principal officers, if such person is a

171 corporation or association; and, if such person is a corporation

172 organized under the laws of another state, territory, or
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country, he or she shall also indicate the state, territory, or

576-03806-17

country where the corporation is organized and the date the
corporation was registered with the Department of State as a

foreign corporation authorized to transact business in the

state.
The—application —shall —reguire—aS$30—1ieense—tax- Each license
must skhalt be renewed annually through application;—irmetuding—an

(7) (a) If all applicants for a license hold a current
license in good standing of the same type and kind, the

department shall issue a temporary license upon the filing of a

completed application—payment—ofalt—feess and the posting of
adequate bond. A temporary license shall automatically expire 90
days after its effective date or, prior to the expiration of 90
days or the period of any extension, upon issuance of a
permanent license or of a notice of intent to deny a permanent
license. A temporary license may be extended once for a period
not to exceed 60 days, upon written request of the applicant,
subject to the restrictions imposed by this subsection.

(8)

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of this chapter
requiring a license £=x% and a bond or criminal background check,
the department may issue a temporary license as an importer or
exporter to a person who holds a valid Florida wholesaler
license or to a person who is an unlicensed dealer. A license
may be issued under this subsection only to a business that has
a physical location in this state and holds a valid Florida

sales and use tax certificate of registration or that holds a
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202 valid fuel license issued by another state.

576-03806-17

203 Section 3. Effective January 1, 2018, subsection (3) and
204| paragraph (b) of subsection (5) of section 206.021, Florida
205 Statutes, are amended to read:

206 206.021 Application for license; carriers.—

$30

aAse—tax+ Each

13 o
T

B

207 (3) The—appltication—shall reguire—=

208 license must shal+t be renewed annually through application+

209| dretudingan—anpuat—S$30tiecense—tax.
210 (5)
211 (b) Notwithstanding the provisions of this chapter

212| requiring a license #£ax% and a bond or criminal background check,
213 the department may issue a temporary license as a carrier to a
214 person who holds a valid Florida wholesaler, importer, exporter,
215 or blender license or to a person who is an unlicensed dealer. A
216| license may be issued under this subsection only to a business
217 that has a physical location in this state and holds a valid

218 Florida sales and use tax certificate of registration or that

219| holds a valid fuel license issued by another state.

220 Section 4. Effective January 1, 2018, subsection (2) of
221 section 2060.022, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read:

222 206.022 Application for license; terminal operators.—

223 (2) The—eappliecation shaltl reguire—a5361ieense—+tax- Fach

224 license shall be renewed annually through application—Fretuding

225 aa—arruet—S$36tiecense—t&

226 Section 5. Effective January 1, 2018, subsection (1) of
227 section 206.03, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

228 206.03 Licensing of terminal suppliers, importers,

229| exporters, and wholesalers.—

230 (1) The application in proper form having been accepted for
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filing—the—fitingfeepaidy and the bond accepted and approved,

576-03806-17

except as provided in s. 206.05(1), the department shall issue
to such person a license to transact business in the state,
subject to cancellation of such license as provided by law.

Section 6. Effective January 1, 2018, section 206.045,
Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read:

206.045 Licensing periods—eest—ferJtiecense—issuance.—

Beginning January 1, 1998, the licensing period under this

chapter shall be a calendar year, or any part thereof. The—eost

Section 7. Effective January 1, 2018, ss. 206.405 and
206.406, Florida Statutes, are repealed.

Section 8. Effective January 1, 2018, paragraph (c) of
subsection (5) of section 206.41, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

206.41 State taxes imposed on motor fuel.—

(3)

(c)1l. No refund may be authorized unless a sworn
application therefor containing such information as the
department may determine is filed with the department not later
than the last day of the month following the quarter for which
the refund is claimed. However, when a justified excuse for late
filing is presented to the department and the last preceding
claim was filed on time, the deadline for filing may be extended
an additional month. No refund will be authorized unless the
amount due is for $5 or more for any refund period and unless
application is made upon forms prescribed by the department.

2. Claims made for refunds provided pursuant to subsection
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260 (4) shall be paid quarterly. Fhe—department—shall deduet—a fee

261 of$2 for ecach etaim—which fee shall be deposited—in—+the
262 Gererat—Revenwe—+tund
263 Section 9. Effective January 1, 2018, subsection (3) of

264 section 206.9943, Florida Statutes, i1s amended to read:

265 206.9943 Pollutant tax license.—

260 (3) The license must be renewed annually—and—the—fee—for
267 eriginat—apptieation—er renewal 45530,

268 Section 10. Effective January 1, 2018, subsection (9) of

269 section 206.9952, Florida Statutes, i1s amended to read:

270 206.9952 Application for license as a natural gas fuel

271 retailer.—

272 (9) TheTicense—application reguiresa ticense—fee-of S5-
273| Each license shall be renewed annually by submitting a

274 reapplication apd—+theJlicensefee—+to+the department. TheJlicense
275 fee—shaltlbepaid—+teo—+the department—Ffor depositinte—+the Generat
276 Revermrge—Fund-

277 Section 11. Effective January 1, 2018, subsection (3) of
278 section 206.9865, Florida Statutes, i1s amended to read:

279 206.9865 Commercial air carriers; registration; reporting.—
280 (3) The application must be renewed annually and—the—fee
281| feorappliecation or renewal 35530,

282 Section 12. Effective January 1, 2018, subsections (3) and

283 (4) and present subsection (7) of section 212.0515, Florida

284 Statutes, are amended to read:

285 212.0515 Sales from vending machines; sales to vending

286| machine operators; special provisions; registration; penalties.—
287 (3)4a>r An operator of a vending machine may not operate or

288 cause to be operated in this state any vending machine until the
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Section 13. Effective January 1, 2018, subsection (7) of

576-03806-17

section 212.0596, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:
212.0596 Taxation of mail order sales.—
(7) The department may establish by rule procedures for
collecting the use tax from unregistered persons who but for
their mail order purchases would not be required to remit sales

or use tax directly to the department. The procedures may

provide for waiver of registration amd—registratien—Ffees,
provisions for irregular remittance of tax, elimination of the
collection allowance, and nonapplication of local option
surtaxes.

Section 14. Effective January 1, 2018, paragraphs (a) and
(c) of subsection (3) of section 212.18, Florida Statutes, are
amended to read:

212.18 Administration of law; registration of dealers;
rules.—

(3) (a) A person desiring to engage in or conduct business
in this state as a dealer, or to lease, rent, or let or grant
licenses in living quarters or sleeping or housekeeping
accommodations in hotels, apartment houses, roominghouses, or
tourist or trailer camps that are subject to tax under s.
212.03, or to lease, rent, or let or grant licenses in real
property, and a person who sells or receives anything of value
by way of admissions, must file with the department an
application for a certificate of registration for each place of
business. The application must include the names of the persons
who have interests in such business and their residences, the
address of the business, and other data reasonably required by

the department. However, owners and operators of vending
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347| machines or newspaper rack machines are required to obtain only

576-03806-17

348 one certificate of registration for each county in which such
349| machines are located. The department, by rule, may authorize a
350 dealer that uses independent sellers to sell its merchandise to
351 remit tax on the retail sales price charged to the ultimate

352 consumer in lieu of having the independent seller register as a
353 dealer and remit the tax. The department may appoint the county
354 tax collector as the department’s agent to accept applications
355 for registrations. The application must be submitted to the

356| department before the person, firm, copartnership, or

357| corporation may engage in such business—amd—Gt—must—be

358 PPN PP PN P SN S RPN = £ &0 7 ree PN NPPvg P SN S Ry
LA\./\./\JllltJullLC\A LJ_Y (=9 .LCKJLLJL—.LDLL.L\JLL [ S ) ) oL v 1TIOWT VT Ly L J_C\_j_LQL.J_QLL._L\JlJ.
359 £+ TR SN CRE VNP T L I N B SNty S T 9 A g A neraer 1n r
[ ) L0 IO T .LC\-:I_LAL.LC\A Ry (.A.\./\./\Jlllt-lull_y IT Q«Lt/t/L_Lv(.le._Lull (s Cll\ju\jc LTT . -
360 cnanAii~t et s oo 4 mal maa ] rAar oo o Th Adornagrtmant Mmoo
\A L AW L U ) Wy O LTTITTTO O Ry 1994 9 hw ey T I A SR W i u [ & = " wyw) [ N o N ) \ACtJ(.;L_L CITTTTTC ulu._y
361 IStz + 1 Yooyt o A £ o I TP S NN P T S L I S SN I i SNEVAP RS BN
WO LTV T T J_\_,\j_Lg_)L_,J_L/LL_,_I_UJ.J. [ S [ S N L/Lt/t/_l__l_\_/uk.,_l_ullu) o o TIT T T T L.,J.LJ_UU\jJ.L
362 +1h Aormartmearntl o Tt A b vt o b b s s s oo
T \A.\_,t/L/LJ_ CITTTTTC =] TTT C T T TIT T T J_\_,\j_Lg_)L_,J_L/LL_,_I_UJ.J. t/J—U\./\./A)A)
363 (c)l. A person who engages in acts requiring a certificate

364 of registration under this subsection and who fails or refuses
365 to register commits a misdemeanor of the first degree,

366| punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083. Such acts
367 are subject to injunctive proceedings as provided by law. A
368| person who engages in acts requiring a certificate of

369| registration and who fails or refuses to register is also

370 subject to a $100 initial registration fee indiewn—of +the S5
371| <registratieon fee reguired by paragraph—{a)r. However, the

372 department may waive the inereasedn—+the registration fee if it
373 finds that the failure to register was due to reasonable cause
374 and not to willful negligence, willful neglect, or fraud.

375 2.a. A person who willfully fails to register after the
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department provides notice of the duty to register as a dealer

576-03806-17

commits a felony of the third degree, punishable as provided in
s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084.

b. The department shall provide written notice of the duty
to register to the person by personal service or by sending
notice by registered mail to the person’s last known address.
The department may provide written notice by both methods
described in this sub-subparagraph.

Section 15. Subsection (5) of section 336.021, Florida
Statutes, 1s amended to read:

336.021 County transportation system; levy of ninth-cent
fuel tax on motor fuel and diesel fuel.—

(5) All impositions of the tax shall be levied before
October 1 of each year to be effective January 1 of the
following year. However, levies of the tax which were in effect
on July 1, 2002, and which expire on August 31 of any year may

be reimposed at the current authorized rate if the imposition of

the tax is levied before July 1 and is te—be effective September

1 of the year of expiration. All impositions shall be required
to end on December 31 of a year. A decision to rescind the tax
shall not take effect on any date other than December 31 and
shall require a minimum of 60 days’ notice to the department of
such decision.

Section 16. Paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (1) and
paragraph (a) of subsection (5) of section 336.025, Florida
Statutes, are amended to read:

336.025 County transportation system; levy of local option
fuel tax on motor fuel and diesel fuel.—

(1) (a) In addition to other taxes allowed by law, there may
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be levied as provided in ss. 206.41(1) (e) and 206.87(1) (c) a 1-
cent, 2-cent, 3-cent, 4-cent, 5-cent, or 6-cent local option
fuel tax upon every gallon of motor fuel and diesel fuel sold in
a county and taxed under the provisions of part I or part II of
chapter 206.

1. All impositions and rate changes of the tax shall be
levied before October 1 to be effective January 1 of the
following year for a period not to exceed 30 years, and the
applicable method of distribution shall be established pursuant
to subsection (3) or subsection (4). However, levies of the tax
which were in effect on July 1, 2002, and which expire on August
31 of any year may be reimposed at the current authorized rate

if the imposition of the tax is levied before July 1 and is

effective September 1 of the year of expiration. Upon
expiration, the tax may be relevied provided that a
redetermination of the method of distribution is made as
provided in this section.

2. County and municipal governments shall utilize moneys
received pursuant to this paragraph only for transportation
expenditures.

3. Any tax levied pursuant to this paragraph may be
extended on a majority vote of the governing body of the county.
A redetermination of the method of distribution shall be
established pursuant to subsection (3) or subsection (4), if,
after July 1, 1986, the tax is extended or the tax rate changed,
for the period of extension or for the additional tax.

(b) In addition to other taxes allowed by law, there may be
levied as provided in s. 206.41(1) (e) a l-cent, 2-cent, 3-cent,

4-cent, or 5-cent local option fuel tax upon every gallon of
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motor fuel sold in a county and taxed under the provisions of
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part I of chapter 206. The tax shall be levied by an ordinance
adopted by a majority plus one vote of the membership of the
governing body of the county or by referendum.

1. All impositions and rate changes of the tax shall be
levied before October 1, to be effective January 1 of the
following year. However, levies of the tax which were in effect
on July 1, 2002, and which expire on August 31 of any year may

be reimposed at the current authorized rate if the imposition of

the tax is levied before July 1 and is effective September 1 of

the year of expiration.

2. The county may, prior to levy of the tax, establish by
interlocal agreement with one or more municipalities located
therein, representing a majority of the population of the
incorporated area within the county, a distribution formula for
dividing the entire proceeds of the tax among county government
and all eligible municipalities within the county. If no
interlocal agreement is adopted before the effective date of the
tax, tax revenues shall be distributed pursuant to the
provisions of subsection (4). If no interlocal agreement exists,
a new interlocal agreement may be established prior to June 1 of
any year pursuant to this subparagraph. However, any interlocal
agreement agreed to under this subparagraph after the initial
levy of the tax or change in the tax rate authorized in this
section shall under no circumstances materially or adversely
affect the rights of holders of outstanding bonds which are
backed by taxes authorized by this paragraph, and the amounts
distributed to the county government and each municipality shall

not be reduced below the amount necessary for the payment of
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463| principal and interest and reserves for principal and interest
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464 as required under the covenants of any bond resolution

465| outstanding on the date of establishment of the new interlocal
466| agreement.

467 3. County and municipal governments shall use moneys

468 received pursuant to this paragraph for transportation

469| expenditures needed to meet the requirements of the capital

470 improvements element of an adopted comprehensive plan or for
471| expenditures needed to meet immediate local transportation

472| problems and for other transportation-related expenditures that
473| are critical for building comprehensive roadway networks by

474 local governments. For purposes of this paragraph, expenditures
475 for the construction of new roads, the reconstruction or

476 resurfacing of existing paved roads, or the paving of existing
477 graded roads shall be deemed to increase capacity and such

478| projects shall be included in the capital improvements element
479 of an adopted comprehensive plan. Expenditures for purposes of
480 this paragraph shall not include routine maintenance of roads.
481 (5) (a) By October 1 of each year, the county shall notify
482 the Department of Revenue of the rate of the taxes levied

483 pursuant to paragraphs (1) (a) and (b), and of its decision to
484 rescind or change the rate of a tax, if applicable, and shall
485| provide the department with a certified copy of the interlocal
486 agreement established under subparagraph (1) (b)2. or

487 subparagraph (3) (a)l. with distribution proportions established
488| by such agreement or pursuant to subsection (4), if applicable.
489| A decision to rescind a tax may not take effect on any date

490 other than December 31, regardless of when the tax was

491 originally imposed, and requires a minimum of 60 days’ notice to
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the Department of Revenue of such decision.
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is amended to read:
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Section 17. Effective January 1, subsection (2) of

section 376.70, Florida Statutes,
376.70 Tax on gross receipts of drycleaning facilities.—
(2) Each drycleaning facility or dry drop-off facility
imposing a charge for the drycleaning or laundering of clothing
or other fabrics is required to register with the Department of
Revenue and become licensed for the purposes of this section.
The owner or operator of the facility shall register the
facility with the Department of Revenue. Drycleaning facilities

or dry drop-off facilities operating at more than one location

are only required to have a single registration. Fhe—feefor

rocrl ot a4t n o <22N Th ERCZENNEN £V noarat Ao £ +1h a1 4+ ah 1]
rTCoTrscraoc O TS5 99U TIIC—OWnCTr O OpCTratcor O citC—ratTrTrrty St T
na +h Yoy ot v b n £ + +h Dernayrtmaoant+ £+ Tz 17 Th
Pyttt TS ocrac Ot Tt CC— ot~ roCpPpar ottt O <Cv o T
dornartEmaarmt  n o T E X7 + 1 Yooy ot n £ v S~ o+ n o
SCPorciiCiic oy warve ciic rtocroScractoli Tt TO0Tr aoppTrTCaocTtOoOItS

Section 18. Florida

Statutes,

Subsection (2) of section 376.75,
is amended to read:

376.75 Tax on production or importation of
perchloroethylene.—

(2) Any person producing in,

importing into, or causing to

be imported into, or selling in, this state perchloroethylene
must register with the Department of Revenue and become licensed
for the purposes of remitting the tax pursuant to, or providing

information required by, this section. Such person must register

as a seller of perchloroethylene, a user of perchloroethylene in
drycleaning facilities, or a user of perchloroethylene for

purposes other than drycleaning. Persons operating at more than
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The oA~ £y A ~d ot o n
T e 0T T TS Tcratc Ot

+—+5—$30- Failure to timely register is a

misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable as provided in s.
775.082 or s. 775.083.

Section 19. Subsection (1) of section 443.131, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

443.131 Contributions.—

(1) PAYMENT OF CONTRIBUTIONS.—Contributions accrue and are
payable by each employer for each calendar quarter he or she is
subject to this chapter for wages paid during each calendar
quarter for employment. Contributions are due and payable by
each employer to the tax collection service provider, in
accordance with the rules adopted by the Department of Economic
Opportunity or the state agency providing tax collection
services. This subsection does not prohibit the tax collection
service provider from allowing, at the request of the employer,
employers of employees performing domestic services, as defined
in s. 443.1216(6), to pay contributions or report wages at
intervals other than quarterly when the nonquarterly payment or
reporting assists the service provider and when nonquarterly
payment and reporting is authorized under federal law. Employers
of employees performing domestic services may report wages and

pay contributions annually, with a due date of no later than

January 31, unless that day is a Saturday, Sunday, or holiday,

in which event the due date is the next day that is not a

Saturday, Sunday, or holiday. For purposes of this subsection,

the term “holiday” means a day designated under s. 110.117(1)

and (2) and any other day when the offices of the United States
Postal Service are closed Januvary—+—and—a—delingueney—date—-of
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Febrwary—3+. To qualify for this election, the employer must
employ only employees performing domestic services, be eligible
for a variation from the standard rate computed under subsection
(3), apply to this program no later than December 1 of the
preceding calendar year, and agree to provide the department or
its tax collection service provider with any special reports
that are requested, including copies of all federal employment
tax forms. An employer who fails to timely furnish any wage
information required by the department or its tax collection
service provider loses the privilege to participate in this
program, effective the calendar quarter immediately after the
calendar quarter the failure occurred. The employer may reapply
for annual reporting when a complete calendar year elapses after
the employer’s disqualification if the employer timely furnished
any requested wage information during the period in which annual
reporting was denied. An employer may not deduct contributions,
interests, penalties, fines, or fees required under this chapter
from any part of the wages of his or her employees. A fractional
part of a cent less than one-half cent shall be disregarded from
the payment of contributions, but a fractional part of at least
one-half cent shall be increased to 1 cent.

Section 20. Paragraph (d) of subsection (1) of section
443.141, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

443.141 Collection of contributions and reimbursements.—

(1) PAST DUE CONTRIBUTIONS AND REIMBURSEMENTS; DELINQUENT,
ERRONEOUS, INCOMPLETE, OR INSUFFICIENT REPORTS.—

(d) Payments for contributions.—For an annual
administrative fee not to exceed $5, a contributing employer may

pay its quarterly contributions due for wages paid in the first
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579 three quarters of each year in equal installments if those
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580 contributions are paid as follows:

581 1. For contributions due for wages paid in the first

582 quarter of each year, one-fourth of the contributions due must
583| be paid on or before April 30, one-fourth must be paid on or

584 before July 31, one-fourth must be paid on or before October 31,
585 and one-fourth must be paid on or before December 31.

586 2. In addition to the payments specified in subparagraph
587 1., for contributions due for wages paid in the second quarter
588| of each year, one-third of the contributions due must be paid on
589| or before July 31, one-third must be paid on or before October
590 31, and one-third must be paid on or before December 31.

591 3. In addition to the payments specified in subparagraphs
592 1. and 2., for contributions due for wages paid in the third
593 quarter of each year, one-half of the contributions due must be
594| paid on or before October 31, and one-half must be paid on or
595| before December 31.

596 4. If any of the due dates in this paragraph falls on a

597 Saturday, Sunday, or holiday, the due date is the next day that

598 is not a Saturday, Sunday, or holiday. For purposes of this

599| paragraph, the term “holiday” means a day designated under s.

000 110.117(1) and (2) and any other day when the offices of the

001 United States Postal Service are closed.

602 5.4+~ The annual administrative fee assessed for electing to
603| pay under the installment method shall be collected at the time
604 the employer makes the first installment payment each year. The
605 fee shall be segregated from the payment and deposited into the
606| Operating Trust Fund of the Department of Revenue.

607 6.5+ Interest does not accrue on any contribution that
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608| becomes due for wages paid in the first three quarters of each
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609 year if the employer pays the contribution in accordance with

610 subparagraphs 1.-5. subparagraphs—+——4= Interest and fees

611 continue to accrue on prior delinquent contributions and

612 commence accruing on all contributions due for wages paid in the

613 first three quarters of each year which are not paid in

614 accordance with subparagraphs 1.-4. subparagraphs—3+-—3-

615| Penalties may be assessed in accordance with this chapter. The
616| contributions due for wages paid in the fourth quarter are not
617 affected by this paragraph and are due and payable in accordance
618| with this chapter.

619 Section 21. Section 443.163, Florida Statutes, i1s amended
620 to read:

621 443.163 Electronic reporting and remitting of contributions
622 and reimbursements.—

623 (1) An employer may file any report and remit any

624 contributions or reimbursements required under this chapter by
625| electronic means. The Department of Economic Opportunity or the
626| state agency providing reemployment assistance tax collection
627 services shall adopt rules prescribing the format and

628 instructions necessary for electronically filing reports and

629| remitting contributions and reimbursements to ensure a full

630 collection of contributions and reimbursements due. The

631 acceptable method of transfer, the method, form, and content of
632 the electronic means, and the method, if any, by which the

633| employer will be provided with an acknowledgment shall be

634| prescribed by the department or its tax collection service

635| provider. However, any employer who employed 10 or more

636| employees in any quarter during the preceding state fiscal year
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must file the Employers Quarterly Reports HH&F-6)> for the
current calendar year and remit the contributions and
reimbursements due by electronic means approved by the tax
collection service provider. A person who prepared and reported
for 100 or more employers in any quarter during the preceding
state fiscal year must file the Employers Quarterly Reports
HcT—6) for each calendar quarter in the current calendar year,
beginning with reports due for the second calendar quarter of
2003, by electronic means approved by the tax collection service
provider.

(2) (a) An employer who is required by law to file an
Employers Quarterly Report HH&F—6)» by approved electronic means,
but who files the report by a means other than approved
electronic means, is liable for a penalty of $50 for that report
and $1 for each employee. This penalty is in addition to any
other penalty provided by this chapter. However, the penalty
does not apply if the tax collection service provider waives the
electronic filing requirement in advance. An employer who fails
to remit contributions or reimbursements by approved electronic
means as required by law is liable for a penalty of $50 for each
remittance submitted by a means other than approved electronic
means. This penalty is in addition to any other penalty provided
by this chapter.

(b) A person who prepared and reported for 100 or more
employers in any quarter during the preceding state fiscal year,
but who fails to file an Employers Quarterly Report H4BEF-6) for
each calendar quarter in the current calendar year by approved
electronic means, is liable for a penalty of $50 for that report

and $1 for each employee. This penalty is in addition to any
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does not apply if the tax collection service provider waives the
electronic filing requirement in advance.

(3) The tax collection service provider may waive the
requirement to file an Employers Quarterly Report HH&F-6) by
electronic means for employers that are unable to comply despite
good faith efforts or due to circumstances beyond the employer’s
reasonable control.

(a) As prescribed by the Department of Economic Opportunity
or its tax collection service provider, grounds for approving
the waiver include, but are not limited to, circumstances in
which the employer does not:

1. Currently file information or data electronically with
any business or government agency; or

2. Have a compatible computer that meets or exceeds the
standards prescribed by the department or its tax collection
service provider.

(b) The tax collection service provider shall accept other
reasons for requesting a waiver from the requirement to submit
the Employers Quarterly Report BEF—6)> by electronic means,
including, but not limited to:

1. That the employer needs additional time to program his
or her computer;

2. That complying with this requirement causes the employer
financial hardship; or

3. That complying with this requirement conflicts with the
employer’s business procedures.

(c) The department or the state agency providing

reemployment assistance tax collection services may establish by
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rule the length of time a waiver is valid and may determine
whether subsequent waivers will be authorized, based on this
subsection.

”

(4) As used in this section, the term “electronic means

includes, but is not limited to, electronic data interchange;

electronic funds transfer; and use of the Internet, telephone,
or other technology specified by the Department of Economic
Opportunity or its tax collection service provider.

(5) The tax collection service provider may waive the

penalty imposed by this section if a written request for a

waiver is filed which establishes that imposition would be

inequitable. Examples of inequity include, but are not limited

to, situations where the failure to electronically file was

caused by one of the following factors:

(a) Death or serious illness of the person responsible for

the preparation and filing of the report.

(b) Destruction of the business records by fire or other

casualty.

(c) Unscheduled and unavoidable computer downtime.

Section 22. Paragraph (e) of subsection (3) of section
733.2121, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

733.2121 Notice to creditors; filing of claims.—

(3)

(e) The personal representative may serve a notice to

creditors on the Department of Revenue only when the Department

0of Revenue 1s determined to be a creditor under paragraph (a) +&
+ 1 PDernartEmant+ £ DAaxzarna+ haa n + N~z o a sz o vz vz 4+ =
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Section 23. For the purpose of incorporating the amendment
made by this act to section 733.2121, Florida Statutes, in a
reference thereto, section 733.701, Florida Statutes, 1is
reenacted to read:

733.701 Notifying creditors.—Unless creditors’ claims are
otherwise barred by s. 733.710, every personal representative
shall cause notice to creditors to be published and served under
s. 733.2121.

Section 24. Effective January 1, 2018, section 206.998,
Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read:

206.998 Applicability of specified sections of parts I and
II.—-The provisions of ss. 206.01, 206.02, 206.025, 206.026,
206.027, 206.028, 206.03, 206.05, 206.055, 206.06, 206.07,
206.075, 206.09, 206.10, 206.11, 206.12, 206.13, 206.14, 206.15,
206.16, 206.17, 206.175, 206.18, 206.199, 206.20, 206.204,
206.205, 206.21, 206.215, 206.22, 206.23, 206.24, 206.25,
206.27, 206.28, 206-405—206-406+ 206.41, 206.413, 206.43,
206.44, 206.48, 206.485, 206.49, 206.56, 206.59, 206.606,
206.608, and 206.61 of part I of this chapter and ss. 206.86¢6,
206.872, 206.874, 206.8745, 206.88, 206.90, and 206.93 of part
IT of this chapter shall, as far as lawful or practicable, be
applicable to the tax levied and imposed and to the collection
thereof as if fully set out in this part. However, any provision
of any such section does not apply if it conflicts with any
provision of this part.

Section 25. Section 1 of chapter 2007-339, section 13 of

chapter 2008-173, section 6 of chapter 2009-131, subsection (2)

of section 8 and section 24 of chapter 2010-138, section 6 of
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753 chapter 2010-149, section 7 of chapter 2010-166, section 35 of
754 chapter 2011-76, section 4 of chapter 2011-93, section 3 of
755 chapter 2011-229, section 25 of chapter 2012-32, and section 3

756 of chapter 2013-46, Laws of Florida, are repealed.

757 Section 26. Except as otherwise expressly provided in this

758 act, this act shall take effect upon becoming a law.
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