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1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to a grant program for rural
3 hospitals; amending s. 395.6061, F.S.; providing
4 legislative findings and intent; requiring the
5 Department of Health to establish and administer the
6 Florida Rural Hospital Capital Improvement Competitive
7 Grant Program for certain rural hospitals; revising
8 the amount of a grant award; revising grant
9 eligibility; providing criteria for grant application
10 ranking; establishing allowable uses of funds;
11 requiring the department to submit an annual report to
12 the Governor and the Legislature; deleting
13 requirements for certain information in grant
14 applications; deleting provisions relating to the
15 disbursal of funds; providing an effective date.
16
17 Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
18
19 Section 1. Section 395.6061, Florida Statutes, is amended
20 to read:
21 395.6061 Rural hospital capital improvement.—
22 (1) LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS AND INTENT.—The Legislature finds
23| that rural hospitals have limited ability to increase operating
24 revenues or to access other public or private funding sources
25 that are needed to maintain critical infrastructure, including,
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26| but not limited to, the replacement of high-cost medical care

277 equipment or improvements to facility infrastructure. Rural

28 hospitals that do not have reasonable access to alternative

29 sources of revenue to pay for critical infrastructure needs are

30 at risk, and patient access, care, and quality are threatened.

31 Therefore, it is the intent of the Legislature to establish the

32 Florida Rural Hospital Capital Improvement Competitive Grant

33| Program for eligible rural hospitals to ensure their

34 sustainability.

35 (2) FLORIDA RURAL HOSPITAL CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT COMPETITIVE

36| GRANT PROGRAM.—The Department of Health shall establish and

37| administer the Florida Rural Hospital Capital Improvement

38| Competitive Grant Program for rural hospitals. Subject to annual

39 appropriation, the department shall establish grant awards up to

40 $750,000 per each hospital that meets the eligibility

41 requirements in subsection (3). Grants must be made available to

42 eligible rural hospitals based on the competitive grant program

43 and on criteria established by the department.

44 (3) GRANT ELIGIBILITY.—In order to be eligible for a grant

45 award, a hospital must be a rural hospital, as defined in s.

46 395.6002, and must demonstrate that:

47 (a) Grant funds are necessary to maintain or improve the

48| quality of its health care services;

49 (b) There is a return on investment to the taxpayers of

50 this state; and
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51 (c) A satisfactory recordkeeping system will be in place

52 to account for the expenditures of grant funds within the rural

53 county.
54 (4) AWARD OF GRANTS.—The department shall establish by

55 rule a grant application process and criteria for the evaluation

56| of applications. The department shall score and rank grant

57 applications based on criteria that must include, at a minimum,

58 the following:

59 (a) The social and economic benefit to the surrounding

60 community.

61 (b) The promotion of economic development in the

62 surrounding community.

63 (c) The expansion of available services to the underserved

64| populations in the community.

65 (d) The availability of private or public matching funds,

66 or in-kind contributions, for the requested grant funds.

67 (5) ALLOWABLE USES OF FUNDS.—Grant awards may be used only

68 for hospital medical equipment purchases or facility

69| infrastructure improvements in the rural area serviced by the

70 grantee.

71 (6) REPORT.—The department shall provide an annual report

72 to the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of

73 the House of Representatives which includes the list of grantees

74 and, for each grantee, the amount awarded, a brief description

75 detailing what the funds will be used for, the anticipated
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