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HB 487 2017

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to local business tax; amending s.

3 205.032, F.S.; authorizing a county to continue to

4 levy a business tax if a resolution or ordinance was

5 adopted by a specified date; providing the maximum

6 amount of business tax a county may impose; removing

7 notice requirements; amending s. 205.033, F.S.;

8 deleting a county's authority to increase its business
9 tax rates or impose additional business taxes;

10 reducing the maximum amount of transfer fees a county
11 may impose; removing exemption from apportionment

12 requirements for certain counties; amending s.

13 205.042, F.S.; authorizing a municipality to continue
14 to levy a business tax if a resolution or ordinance

15 was adopted by a specified date; providing the maximum
16 amount of business tax a municipality may impose;

17 removing notice requirements; amending s. 205.043,

18 F.S.; deleting a municipality's authority to increase
19 its business tax rates; reducing the maximum amount of
20 transfer fees a municipality may impose; amending s.
21 205.0535, F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made
22 by the act; conforming cross-references; amending s.
23 205.162, F.S.; exempting low-income persons from
24 paying business taxes; providing conditions; amending
25 s. 205.171, F.S.; revising the exemption for disabled

Page 1 of 15

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.
hb0487-00



F L ORTIDA H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 487 2017
26 veterans and their unmarried spouses to include
277 veterans, the veterans' spouses, and active duty
28 military servicemembers' spouses; providing
29 conditions; conforming provisions to changes made by
30 the act; providing an effective date.

31
32 Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
33
34 Section 1. Section 205.032, Florida Statutes, is amended
35 to read:

36 205.032 Levy; counties.—The governing body of a county may

37 continue to levy—byv appropriateresolutionorordinancesr a

38| business tax for the privilege of engaging in or managing any
39| business, profession, or occupation within its jurisdiction if

40 an appropriate resolution or ordinance was adopted before

41 January 1, 2017. The business tax imposed on a taxpayer may not

42
43
44

45
46
47

48 Section 2. Section 205.033, Florida Statutes, 1s amended
49 to read:

50 205.033 Conditions for levy; counties.—
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76 transfer fee of up to 10 percent of the annual business tax+—but

77 rot—+

ss—than—S$3—nor more—than—$25,- and presentation of the

()

78 original receipt and evidence of the sale. Such transfer fee

79 must be at least $3 but not more than $10.

80 (3) Upon written request and presentation of the original
81 receipt, a any receipt may be transferred from one location to
82 another location in the same county upon payment of a transfer
83 fee of up to 10 percent of the annual business tax. Such

84 transfer fee must be at least $3 but not more than $10+bwt—net

85 leaa +hoarn S e e +harn SOC
[ SR NS ) CITTTT v T 1T T 1T CITTTT b .

86 (4) The revenues derived from the business tax, exclusive
87 of the costs of collection and any credit given for municipal
88| Dbusiness taxes, shall be apportioned between the unincorporated
89 area of the county and the incorporated municipalities located
90 therein by a ratio derived by dividing their respective

91| populations by the population of the county. Fhis—subsecetion

92 = a At S + o nt o a +h o+ T oxs atrahl 1 alh A~ o ATy 4
A\ AW A wrw) o T L/Lt/t/_l__y iy APV i i B WS E NS ) CITTO T TTTOV O oo CO T o T T TOr (& TV [ S @ N W >y

93 strgeture—under s5+—205-0535

94 (5) The revenues so apportioned shall be sent to the

95 governing authority of each municipality, according to its
96 ratio, and to the governing authority of the county, according
97 to the ratio of the unincorporated area, within 15 days after

98| Ffeollewing the month of receipt. Fhis—subseetiondees——mnet

1=z
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incorporated municipality may continue to levy+—byappreopriate

wEten—or—or a business tax for the privilege of

roaonl
eSO

engaging in or managing any business, profession, or occupation
within its jurisdiction if an appropriate resolution or

2017.

ordinance was adopted before January 1, The business tax

imposed on a taxpayer may not exceed $25 Hewever—the governing
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business—+ax. The business tax may be levied on:

(1) A Any person who maintains a permanent business
location or branch office within the municipality, for the
privilege of engaging in or managing any business within its
Jjurisdiction.

(2) A Any person who maintains a permanent business
location or branch office within the municipality, for the
privilege of engaging in or managing any profession or
occupation within its jurisdiction.

(3) A Any person who does not qualify under subsection (1)
or subsection (2) and who transacts any business or engages in
any occupation or profession in interstate commerce, if the

business tax is not prohibited by s. 8, Art. I of the United

States Constitution.
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176 otherwise provided by law.

177 (2) A Any business receipt may be transferred to a new

178 owner, when there is a bona fide sale of the business, upon

179| payment of a transfer fee of up to 10 percent of the annual tax+

180| butrnet—tess—than$3—nor more—than—$25,- and presentation of the

181 original receipt and evidence of the sale. Such transfer fee

182| must be at least $3 but not more than $10.

183 (3) Upon written request and presentation of the original

184| receipt, a amy receipt may be transferred from one location to

185| another location in the same municipality upon payment of a

186 transfer fee of up to 10 percent of the annual tax. Such

187 transfer fee must be at least $3 but not more than $10+—butneot

188| Jess—than S$3 nor more—than S$25.

189 Section 5. Paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (3) of

190 section 205.0535, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

191 205.0535 Reclassification and rate structure revisions.—

192 (3) (a) After the reclassification and rate structure

193 revisions have been transmitted to and considered by the

194 appropriate local governing body, it may adopt by majority vote

195 a new business tax ordinance. The business tax imposed on a

196| taxpayer may not exceed $25 Exeept—that o minimum tax—-of up—+te

197 S25—s—permitted—the reetassifiecation may Rot—inrerease—the—tas

198| by mere—than—thefellewing:—for reeceipts—eosting$150—erJesss

199 200—pereent;—for receipts—ecosting more—than S350 butnot—more

200 thanr—$560—360—perecents—for = tpts—eosting more—than—S500but
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204| +hetaxonany receiptbeinereasedmore—than—$5,-000.
205 (b) The total annual revenue generated by the new rate

206 structure for the fiscal year following the fiscal year during
207 which the rate structure is adopted may not exceed:

208 1. For municipalities, the sum of the revenue base and 10
209| percent of that revenue base. The revenue base is the sum of the

210| business tax revenue generated by receipts issued for the most

at

211 recently completed local fiscal year er—the—ameount—ofrevenue

212
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tery plus any revenue

H
)
H
[0}

e¥r—s— grea
214 received from the county under s. 205.033(4).

215 2. For counties, the sum of the revenue base, 10 percent

216 of that revenue base, and the amount of revenue distributed by

217 the county to the municipalities under s. 205.033(4) during the
218| most recently completed local fiscal year. The revenue base 1is

219 the business tax revenue generated by receipts issued for the

220| most recently completed local fiscal year er—the—amount—of

221

20N AR
(P AT A v

o

222 inereases—under——s- e r—whicheverds—greater+ but may
223| not include any revenues distributed to municipalities under s.
2241 205.033(4).

225 Section 6. Subsection (2) of section 205.162, Florida
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226 Statutes, is renumbered as subsection (3), and a new subsection

227 (2) 1s added to that section to read:
228 205.162 Authorized exemptions for exemption—allowed

229 certain disabled persons, the aged, amd widows with minor

230 dependents, and low-income persons.—

231 (2) A person receiving public assistance, as defined in s.

232 409.2554, or a person whose household income is less than 130

233| percent of the federal poverty level based on the current year's

234 federal poverty guidelines may engage in any business or

235| occupation in a county in which he or she lives without paying a

236| business tax. A person claiming an exemption under this

237 subsection must submit a completed and signed request, under

238| penalty of perjury, for fee waiver and supporting documents to

239 the local governing authority.

240 Section 7. Section 205.171, Florida Statutes, is amended
241 to read:
242 205.171 Authorized exemptions for alleweddisabled

243 veterans, veterans' ef—any war—eor—theirunremarried spouses, Or

y -

244 active duty military servicemembers' spouses.—

245 (1) A person Anybeonra—fide;—permanent—resident—elecktor—of
246| +he——state who served as an officer or enlisted person during—any

£
[ S

[0F

TN o |
TS+ T =

14}y in the Armed Forces of

247 ef—+the periods—speedt
248 the United States, National Guard, or United States Coast Guard

249 or Coast Guard Reserve, or any temporary member thereof, whe—has

2N

A I~ ENEEEY
A C—axT L

Y

ar

ERw
oy

250 NPT T S =N n r masz oL A N Ao o~
oCtoaorTy OCCh; Oty CTrCaotr T Ot T sSSTTTc
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276| +he—reeceipthelder as—a means—eoflivelihoodwhen+the state
277 Iieense—or—county or munreipalt
278 ton—is—more—than—S$56- An The exemption under this section

279 includes shall—extendto—andinetude the right of the

1 h
©

ERI I N r
ST HRESS—6E

o
Ay

q

280 receiptholder to operate an automobile-for-hire of not exceeding
281 five-passenger capacity, including the driver, when such

282 automobile is owned or contracted to be purchased by the

283| receiptholder and is being operated by him or her as a means of
284 livelihood and that the proper business tax for the operation of
285 such motor vehicle for private use has been applied for and

286| attached to the motor vehicle and the proper fees paid by the
287 receiptholder.

288 (4) A person claiming an exemption under this section must

289 submit a completed and signed, under penalty of perjury, request

290 for fee waiver and supporting documents to the local governing

291 authority.

292 (2 —When—suehperson—appltices—feor o reeceipt—to—conduet—any
293| busimess—ereoceupationforwhichthe countyor municipat

294 oadstaess—tost exceceds S50 the remairder of suen o in excess of
295| $56-—shall be paid—inecash-

296 (5)+43> The local governing authority must Eaech—tax

297 coltecting avtherity of this stateandof ecachecounty and—each
298| munteipatity——shaltd issue to a person entitled to an exemption
299| under this section sueh persens—as may be—-entitted hereunder a
300 recelpt pursuent—te—the foregoing provision and Subreet—+to—+th
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All receipts issued under this section shall be in the same

general form as other state, county, and municipal licenses and

expire shall—esxpire at the same time as such other licenses are
fixed by law to expire.
(6) 4>

any 1issuing authority are void. Any person who has fraudulently

Receipts obtained by the commission of fraud upon
obtained a receipt, or who has fraudulently received any
transfer of a receipt issued to another, and has thereafter
engaged in any business or occupation requiring a receipt under
color thereof is subject to prosecution for engaging in a
business or occupation without having the required receipt under
the laws of the state. Such receipt may not be issued in any
county other than the county where the veteran is a resident
citizen elector, unless such veteran produces a certificate of
the tax collector of his or her home county to the effect that
no exemption from taxation has been granted to such veteran in
his or her home county under this section.

(7)45> Neither this nor any other law exempts any person
from the payment of any amount required by law for the issuance
of a license to sell intoxicating liquors or malt and vinous

beverages.
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351 4+ —TFhe—unremarricd spouse—of o deceased disabled—eteran
352| efanv—warin—which the United States PArmed Forees participated
353| ds—entitledtothe same exemptions—as—thedisabted veteran—

354 Section 8. This act shall take effect July 1, 2017.
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