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HB 777 2017

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to high-occupancy toll lanes and
express lanes; amending s. 338.166, F.S.; specifying
that the Department of Transportation may collect
tolls on high-occupancy toll lanes or express lanes
only for the discharge of certain bond indebtedness on
a project existing before a specified date; requiring
that the tolls be eliminated after discharge of the
project's bond indebtedness; prohibiting the creation
of high-occupancy toll lanes or express lanes on or
after a specified date; requiring existing lanes to no
longer be high-occupancy toll lanes or express lanes
upon elimination of their tolls; creating s. 338.2225,
F.S.; providing purpose; authorizing the department to
collect a toll on certain express lanes for the
discharge of certain bond indebtedness; requiring the
elimination of the toll after discharge of the bond
indebtedness; prohibiting express lanes from being on
any part of the turnpike system; providing that
certain existing lanes are no longer considered

express lanes; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 338.166, Florida Statutes, 1s amended
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26 to read:

277 338.166 Termination of high-occupancy toll lanes or

28 express lanes.—

29 (1) Under s. 11, Art. VII of the State Constitution, the
30 department may request the Division of Bond Finance to issue

31 bonds secured by toll revenues collected on high-occupancy toll
32 lanes or express lanes established on facilities owned by the
33 department. However,

34 +2> the department may eemtimwe—te collect a £he toll on

35| +#hke high-occupancy toll lanes or express lanes only for after
36| the discharge of any bond indebtedness related to a sweh project
37| that existed before July 1, 2017. After the discharge of any

38| bond indebtedness related to such project, the toll on the high-

39 occupancy toll lanes or express lanes must be eliminated A++
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43| +rorsportatiensystem.
44 (2)43> High-occupancy toll lanes or express lanes may not

45| be created on or after July 1, 2017. Upon elimination of the

46 tolls on existing high-occupancy toll lanes or express lanes

47| pursuant to subsection (1), such existing lanes are no longer

48 considered high-occupancy toll lanes or express lanes Any

49 I A
J_Clll()._l_ll_l_ll\j

50 express—lanes—shall—beused by —the department—Ffor—+the
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51 construcetion; matntEehrance; —oFr TMprovemen
52| StateHighway System—withinthe ecounty orecountiesinwhieh +the
53| +fett—revenuves were—ecollected or teo Support—expressbusserviee
54| en—theFfaecility wherethe teoll revenves were——colteected.

55 (3)44> The department may implement variable rate tolls on
56| high-occupancy toll lanes or express lanes.

57 (4)+45> Except for high-occupancy toll lanes or express

58 lanes, tolls may not be charged for use of an interstate highway
59| where tolls were not charged as of July 1, 1997.

60 (5)+6> This section does not apply to the turnpike system
61 as defined under the Florida Turnpike Enterprise Law.

62 Section 2. Section 338.2225, Florida Statutes, 1s created
63 to read:

64 338.2225 Express lanes on any part of the turnpike system;

65| prohibition.—

66 (1) The purpose of this section is to eliminate all

67| express lanes that exist or are under construction on any part

68 of the Florida Turnpike System and to prohibit the creation of

69 such express lanes.

70 (2) The department may collect a toll on express lanes

71 that existed or were under construction on any part of the

72 turnpike system before July 1, 2017, but such collection may be

73 only for the discharge of any bond indebtedness that relates to

74 the expense of constructing the express lanes. After the

75 discharge of such bond indebtedness, the toll on the express
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76 lanes must be eliminated.
77 (3) Except for express lanes that, before July 1, 2017,
78 exist, or are under construction, on any part of the turnpike
79 system, no express lanes shall be on any part of the turnpike
80 system. Upon elimination of the tolls on express lanes pursuant
81 to subsection (2), such existing lanes are no longer considered
82 express lanes.
83 Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2017.
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