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LEGISLATIVE ACTION
Senate . House
Comm: WD
04/17/2017

The Committee on Education (Bean) recommended the following:
Senate Amendment (with title amendment)

Delete everything after the enacting clause
and insert:

Section 1. Subsections (18) and (21) of section 1001.42,
Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1001.42 Powers and duties of district school board.—The
district school board, acting as a board, shall exercise all
powers and perform all duties listed below:

(18) IMPLEMENT SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT AND ACCOUNTABILITY.-—

Maintain a system of school improvement and education
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accountability as provided by statute and State Board of
Education rule. This system of school improvement and education
accountability shall be consistent with, and implemented
through, the district’s continuing system of planning and
budgeting required by this section and ss. 1008.385, 1010.01,
and 1011.01. This system of school improvement and education
accountability shall comply with the provisions of ss. 1008.33,
1008.34, 1008.345, and 1008.385 and include the following:

(a) School improvement plans.—

I= The district school board shall annually approve and
require implementation of a new, amended, or continuation school

improvement plan for each school in the district which has a

school grade of “D” or “F”;,—Ffasehoot has a significant gap

in achievement on statewide, standardized assessments
administered pursuant to s. 1008.22 by one or more student
subgroups, as defined in the federal Elementary and Secondary
Education Act (ESEA), 20 U.S.C. s. 6311 (b) (2) (C) (v) (II); has not
significantly increased the percentage of students passing
statewide, standardized assessments; has not significantly
increased the percentage of students demonstrating Learning
Gains, as defined in s. 1008.34 and as calculated under s.
1008.34(3) (b), who passed statewide, standardized assessments;

or has significantly lower graduation rates for a subgroup when

compared to the state’s graduation rate. The;—that——sehoolls

improvement plan of a school that meets the requirements of this

paragraph shall include strategies for improving these results.
The state board shall adopt rules establishing thresholds and

for determining compliance with this subparagraph.
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students in kindergarten through grade 3,

1008.25(5) (a) .

a substantial reading

deficiency under s.

A school district may identify additional early warning
indicators for use in a school’s early warning system. The

system must include data on the number of students identified by

the system as exhibiting two or more early warning indicators,

the number of students by grade level who exhibit each early

warning indicator, and a description of all intervention

strategies employed by the school to improve the academic

performance of students identified by the early warning system.

2. A school-based team responsible for implementing the

requirements of this paragraph shall monitor the data from the

early warning system. The team may include a school

psychologist. When a student exhibits two or more early warning

indicators, the team, in consultation with the student’s parent,

shall seheetls—childstudy—team under s+—31003-02or—a—schoot
regairements—ofthis paragraph Shall—econvene—+to determine
appropriate intervention strategies for the student unless the

student is already being served by an intervention program at

the direction of a school-based, multidisciplinary team. Data

and information relating to a student’s early warning indicators

must be used to inform any intervention strategies provided to
the student Fhe—sechool—shall provide ot Jteast30—daysl—written
ot o £ + 1 m 1~ + + 1 ISR R R PNl AP NEE NP NPV N EEEANA ISR S IR NPV 0 2N
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(21) EDUCATIONAL AUFHORFFY—TFOPECEARE—AN EMERGENCY . May
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Negotiate special provisions of its contract with the

appropriate bargaining units to free £hese schools with a school

grade of “D” or “F” from contract restrictions that limit the

school’s ability to implement programs and strategies needed to

improve student performance. The negotiations shall result in a

memorandum of understanding that addresses the selection,

placement, and expectations of instructional personnel and

school administrators. For purposes of this subsection, an

educational emergency exists in a school district if one or more

schools in the district have a school grade of “D” or “F.”

Section 2. Subsections (3), (4), and (5) of section
1008.33, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1008.33 Authority to enforce public school improvement.—

(3) (a) The academic performance of all students has a
significant effect on the state school system. Pursuant to Art.
IX of the State Constitution, which prescribes the duty of the
State Board of Education to supervise Florida’s public school
system, the state board shall equitably enforce the
accountability requirements of the state school system and may
impose state requirements on school districts in order to
improve the academic performance of all districts, schools, and
students based upon the provisions of the Florida K-20 Education
Code, chapters 1000-1013; the federal ESEA and its implementing
regulations; and the ESEA flexibility waiver approved for
Florida by the United States Secretary of Education.

the—2011—20
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Department of Education shall annually identify each public
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school in need of intervention and support to improve student
academic performance. All schools earning a grade of “D” or “F”
pursuant to s. 1008.34 are schools in need of intervention and
support.

(c) The state board shall adopt by rule a differentiated
matrix of intervention and support strategies for assisting
traditional public schools identified under this section and
1002.33(9) (n),

The intervention and support strategies must address

rules for implementing s. relating to charter
schools.
student performance and may include improvement planning,
leadership quality improvement, educator quality improvement,

professional development, curriculum alignment and pacing, and
the use of continuous improvement and monitoring plans and
processes. In addition, the state board may prescribe reporting
requirements to review and monitor the progress of the schools.
The rule must define the intervention and support strategies for

school improvement for schools earning a grade of “D” or “F” and
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(4) (a) The state board shall apply i1ntensive £he—moest

iatense intervention and support strategies to schools earning a
grade of “D” or “F.” In the first full school year after a
school initially earns a grade of “D” or “F,” the school

district must immediately implement intervention and support

strategies prescribed in rule under paragraph (3) (c) and, by

Hh o~

September 1, provide;—seleet—a optieorn—froemthose
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implementing—the turnaroundeoption—+te the department with the

memorandum of understanding negotiated pursuant to s.

1001.42(21) and a district-managed turnaround plan for approval

by the state board. Upon approval by the state board, the school

district must implement the plan for the remainder of the school

year and continue the plan for 1 full school year. The state

board may allow a school an additional year of implementation

before the school must implement a turnaround option required

under paragraph (b) if it determines that the school is likely

to improve to a grade of “C” or higher after the first full

school year of implementation. ferapprovat by the state board:

pursuant to paragraph (a), The—turporoundoptions—avaitabte—to—a

ress a school that earns three consecutive

grades below a “C” must implement one of the following a—grade
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1.2+ Reassign students to another school and monitor the
progress of each reassigned student;

2. Contract with an outside entity that has a demonstrated

record of effectiveness to operate the school; or

3. Close the school and reopen the school as one or more
charter schools, each with a governing board that has a

demonstrated record of effectiveness.s
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Section 3. Paragraph (d) of subsection (6) of section
1008.345, Florida Statutes, 1is amended to read:

1008.345 Implementation of state system of school
improvement and education accountability.—

(6)

(d) The commissioner shall assign a community assessment

team to each school district or governing board with a school

that earned a grade of “D” or “F” er—three——conseceutivegrades—of
“p~” pursuant to s. 1008.34 to review the school performance data
and determine causes for the low performance, including the role
of school, area, and district administrative personnel. The
community assessment team shall review a high school’s
graduation rate calculated without high school equivalency
diploma recipients for the past 3 years, disaggregated by
student ethnicity. The team shall make recommendations to the
school board or the governing board and to the State Board of

Education based on the interventions and support strategies

identified pursuant to subsection (5) to whieh address the

causes of the school’s low performance and to incorporate the

strategies andmay beincorporated into the school improvement
plan. The assessment team shall include, but not be limited to,
a department representative, parents, business representatives,
educators, representatives of local governments, and community

activists, and shall represent the demographics of the community
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from which they are appointed.

Section 4. Paragraph (n) of subsection (9) of section
1002.33, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1002.33 Charter schools.—

(9) CHARTER SCHOOL REQUIREMENTS.—

(n)1l. The director and a representative of the governing
board of a charter school that has earned a grade of “D” or “F”
pursuant to s. 1008.34 shall appear before the sponsor to
present information concerning each contract component having
noted deficiencies. The director and a representative of the
governing board shall submit to the sponsor for approval a
school improvement plan to raise student performance. Upon
approval by the sponsor, the charter school shall begin
implementation of the school improvement plan. The department
shall offer technical assistance and training to the charter
school and its governing board and establish guidelines for
developing, submitting, and approving such plans.

2.a. If a charter school earns three consecutive grades

bel we o PSRN N2 S P A D £ NN £ mrand sy o
e Ow a V4 A\ JJ, T W CUOT o T T T TV \j.LCAL\J-CQ L\ v O 1T 1T OW OO LJ_Y (&
errad £ W w B U S U ST DA PSS /2 R, I e
\j.LCAL\J-C A\ J_, A\ VW ITTOITTC O T O T T O TV T \jJ_u\J.CQ A\ P W LT CTTIITTIT (& -

vear—periedy the charter school governing board shall choose one
of the following corrective actions:

(I) Contract for educational services to be provided
directly to students, instructional personnel, and school
administrators, as prescribed in state board rule;

(IT) Contract with an outside entity that has a
demonstrated record of effectiveness to operate the school;

(ITTI) Reorganize the school under a new director or

principal who is authorized to hire new staff; or
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(IV) Voluntarily close the charter school.
b. The charter school must implement the corrective action

in the school year following receipt of a third consecutive

rade bel wor £ NN 7o o £ N £ T T agd e
g a e e OW a . J—/, L \jJ—u\A\, . L J_u_L_LVVV_LJ.J.\j W
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c. The sponsor may annually waive a corrective action if it
determines that the charter school is likely to improve a letter
grade if additional time is provided to implement the
intervention and support strategies prescribed by the school
improvement plan. Notwithstanding this sub-subparagraph, a
charter school that earns a second consecutive grade of “F” is
subject to subparagraph 3. 4=

d. A charter school is no longer required to implement a

corrective action if it improves to a “C” or higher by —at—3deast

n

leot++
I J S PR U wy

rade. However, the charter school must continue to

r
T

g
implement strategies identified in the school improvement plan.
The sponsor must annually review implementation of the school
improvement plan to monitor the school’s continued improvement
pursuant to subparagraph 4. 5+
e. A charter school implementing a corrective action that

does not improve to a “C” or higher by —at—Fteast—eneJletter—grade

after 2 full school years of implementing the corrective action
must select a different corrective action. Implementation of the
new corrective action must begin in the school year following
the implementation period of the existing corrective action,
unless the sponsor determines that the charter school is likely

to improve to a “C” or higher a—Jdetter—grade if additional time

is provided to implement the existing corrective action.
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Notwithstanding this sub-subparagraph, a charter school that
earns a second consecutive grade of “F” while implementing a

corrective action is subject to subparagraph 3. 4=

2 N NP 1 S+ PN | £ N\no IS\ o /A P

s Fany A\ i I @5 R Epy WSy 1 [ I PN B B A N W LT CITT L \jJ_LA.\J. . vy A\ . CTIITT T
LN P e ISP N 1ottty oo N A ML I + L I
_Llllt/J_UV\./Q LJ_Y a T T O THOo T IO [ HI NP WP U W vJ_u\A.\./ TITO S T CUTTC 1T TTI T |y _I_J.I.Lt/_l_\_,lll\_,l.l.k_,
+ ] P P SV DENPS U N SE I o RPN I IS S 2N ok I N AN SN P T
T lJl—.Lul—C\jLCLJ LT A CTTIC I T 1T LI T [ AN I B W _Llll.t/J_\JVClll.Clll« t/_L(,lel [ N A N s
PN N P SV NP s I AN P IO SV HPE N SPGB RSN £ o+ ok 1
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3.4+~ A charter school’s charter contract is automatically
terminated if the school earns two consecutive grades of “F”
after all school grade appeals are final unless:

a. The charter school is established to turn around the
performance of a district public school pursuant to s.
1008.33(4) (b)3. Such charter schools shall be governed by s.
1008.33;

b. The charter school serves a student population the
majority of which resides in a school zone served by a district

public school subject to s. 1008.33(4
K

A\ /2 N, ear e f o 1
P [ S T _YCLAL.L LN\ I S N S wy T

o £
i B & B W B wy . =

[8))
«

ter—seheool—oepened and the charter
school earns at least a grade of “D” in its third year of
operation. The exception provided under this sub-subparagraph
does not apply to a charter school in its fourth year of
operation and thereafter; or

c. The state board grants the charter school a waiver of
termination. The charter school must request the waiver within
15 days after the department’s official release of school
grades. The state board may waive termination if the charter

school demonstrates that the Learning Gains of its students on
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statewide assessments are comparable to or better than the
Learning Gains of similarly situated students enrolled in nearby
district public schools. The waiver is valid for 1 year and may
only be granted once. Charter schools that have been in
operation for more than 5 years are not eligible for a waiver

under this sub-subparagraph.

The sponsor shall notify the charter school’s governing board,
the charter school principal, and the department in writing when
a charter contract is terminated under this subparagraph. The
letter of termination must meet the requirements of paragraph
(8) (c). A charter terminated under this subparagraph must follow
the procedures for dissolution and reversion of public funds
pursuant to paragraphs (8) (e)-(g) and (9) (o).

4.5+ The director and a representative of the governing
board of a graded charter school that has implemented a school
improvement plan under this paragraph shall appear before the
sponsor at least once a year to present information regarding
the progress of intervention and support strategies implemented
by the school pursuant to the school improvement plan and
corrective actions, 1f applicable. The sponsor shall communicate
at the meeting, and in writing to the director, the services
provided to the school to help the school address its
deficiencies.

5.6+ Notwithstanding any provision of this paragraph except
sub-subparagraphs 3.a.-c. 4-a-——e~-, the sponsor may terminate the
charter at any time pursuant to subsection (8).

Section 5. Effective upon this act becoming a law, section

1002.333, Florida Statutes, is created to read:
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1002.333 Persistently low-performing schools.—
(1) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section, the term:

(a) “Hope operator” means an entity identified by the

department pursuant to subsection (2).

(b) “Persistently low-performing school” means a school

that has been subject to a differentiated matrix of intervention

and support strategies for more than 3 years and a school that

was closed pursuant to s. 1008.33(4) within 2 years after the

submission of a notice of intent.

(c) “School of hope” means a charter school operated by a

hope operator which serves students from one or more

persistently low-performing schools; is located in the

attendance zone of a persistently low-performing school or

within a 5-mile radius of such school, whichever is greater; and

is a Title I eligible school.

(2) HOPE OPERATOR.—A hope operator is a nonprofit

organization with tax exempt status under s. 501 (c) (3) of the

Internal Revenue Code that operates three or more charter

schools that serve students in grades K-12 in Florida or other

states with a record of serving students from low-income

families and is designated by the State Board of Education as a

hope operator based on a determination that:

(a) The past performance of the hope operator meets or

exceeds the following criteria:

1. The achievement of enrolled students exceeds the

district and state averages of the states in which the

operator’s schools operate;

2. The average college attendance rate at all schools

currently operated by the operator exceeds 80 percent, if such
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3. The percentage of students eligible for a free or

data 1s available;

reduced price lunch under the National School Lunch Act enrolled

at all schools currently operated by the operator exceeds 70

percent;

4. The operator is in good standing with the authorizer in

each state in which it operates;

5. The audited financial statements of the operator are

free of material exceptions and going concern issues; and

6. Other outcome measures as determined by the State Board

of Education;

(b) The operator was awarded a United States Department of

Education Charter School Program grant for Replication and

Expansion of High-Quality Charter Schools within the preceding 3

years before applying to be a hope operator;

(c) The operator receives funding through the National Fund

or a Regional Fund of the Charter School Growth Fund to

accelerate the growth of the nation’s best charter schools; or

(d) The operator is selected by a district school board in

accordance with s. 1008.33.

An entity that meets the requirements of paragraph (b),

paragraph (c), or paragraph (d) before the adoption by the state

board of measurable criteria pursuant to paragraph (a) shall be

designated as a hope operator. After the adoption of the

measurable criteria, an entity shall be designated as a hope

operator if it meets the criteria or is selected by a district

school board in accordance with s. 1008.33.

(3) DESIGNATION OF HOPE OPERATOR.—Initial status as a hope
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operator is valid for 5 years from the opening of a school of

hope. If a hope operator seeks the renewal of its status, such

renewal shall solely be based upon the academic and financial

performance of all schools established by the operator in the

state since its initial designation.

(4) ESTABLISHMENT OF SCHOOLS OF HOPE.—A hope operator may

submit a notice of intent to open a school of hope to the school

district in which a persistently low-performing school has been

identified by the State Board of Education pursuant to

subsection (10).

(a) The notice of intent must include:

1. An academic focus and plan.

2. A financial plan.

3. Goals and objectives for increasing student achievement

for the students from low-income families.

4, A completed or planned community outreach plan.

5. The organizational history of success in working with

students with similar demographics.

6. The grade levels to be served and enrollment

projections.

7. The proposed location or geographic area proposed for

the school and its proximity to the persistently low-performing

school.

8. A staffing plan.

(b) Notwithstanding the requirements of s. 1002.33, a

school district shall enter into a performance-based agreement

with a hope operator to open schools to serve students from

persistently low-performing schools.

(5) PERFORMANCE-BASED AGREEMENT.—The following shall
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comprise the entirety of the performance-based agreement:

(a) The notice of intent, which is incorporated by

reference and attached to the agreement.

(b) The location or geographic area proposed for the school

of hope and its proximity to the persistently low-performing

school.

(c) An enumeration of the grades to be served in each year

of the agreement and whether the school will serve children in

the school readiness or prekindergarten programs.

(d) A plan of action and specific milestones for student

recruitment and the enrollment of students from persistently

low-performing schools, including enrollment preferences and

procedures for conducting transparent admissions lotteries that

are open to the public. Students from persistently low-

performing schools shall be exempt from any enrollment lottery

to the extent permitted by federal grant requirements.

(e) A delineation of the current incoming baseline standard

of student academic achievement, the outcomes to be achieved,

and the method of measurement that will be used.

(f) A description of the methods of involving parents and

expected levels for such involvement.

(g) The grounds for termination, including failure to meet

the requirements for student performance established pursuant to

paragraph (e), generally accepted standards of fiscal

management, or material violation of terms of the agreement. The

nonrenewal or termination of a performance-based agreement must

comply with the requirements of s. 1002.33(8).

(h) A provision allowing the hope operator to open

additional schools to serve students enrolled in or zoned for a
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persistently low-performing school if the hope operator

maintains its status under subsection (3).

(i) A provision establishing the initial term as 5 years.

The agreement shall be renewed, upon the request of the hope

operator, unless the school fails to meet the requirements for

student performance established pursuant to paragraph (e) or

generally accepted standards of fiscal management or the school

of hope materially violates the law or the terms of the

agreement.
(j) A requirement to provide transportation consistent with

the requirements of ss. 1006.21-1006.27 and s. 1012.45. The

governing body of the school of hope may provide transportation

through an agreement or contract with the district school board,

a private provider, or parents of enrolled students.

Transportation may not be a barrier to equal access for all

students residing within reasonable distance of the school.

(k) A requirement that any arrangement entered into to

borrow or otherwise secure funds for the school of hope from a

source other than the state or a school district shall indemnify

the state and the school district from any and all liability,

including, but not limited to, financial responsibility for the

payment of the principal or interest.

(1) A provision that any loans, bonds, or other financial

agreements are not obligations of the state or the school

district but are obligations of the school of hope and are

payable solely from the sources of funds pledged by such

agreement.

(m) A prohibition on the pledge of credit or taxing power

of the state or the school district.
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(6) STATUTORY AUTHORITY.—

(a) A school of hope may be designated as a local education

agency, if requested, for the purposes of receiving federal

funds and, in doing so, accepts the full responsibility for all

local education agency requirements and the schools for which it

will perform local education agency responsibilities. Students

enrolled in a school established by a hope operator designated

as a local educational agency are not eligible students for

purposes of calculating the district grade pursuant to s.
1008.34(5) .

(b) For the purposes of tort liability, the hope operator,

the school of hope, and its employees or agents shall be

governed by s. 768.28. The sponsor shall not be liable for civil

damages under state law for the employment actions or personal

injury, property damage, or death resulting from an act or

omission of a hope operator, the school of hope, or its

employees or agents.

(c) A school of hope may be either a private or a public

employer. As a public employer, the school of hope may

participate in the Florida Retirement System upon application

and approval as a covered group under s. 121.021(34). If a

school of hope participates in the Florida Retirement System,

the school of hope’s employees shall be compulsory members of

the Florida Retirement System.

(d) A hope operator may employ school administrators and

instructional personnel who do not meet the requirements of s.

1012.56 i1f the school administrators and instructional personnel

are not ineligible for such employment under s. 1012.315.

(e) Compliance with s. 1003.03 shall be calculated as the
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average at the school level.

(f) Schools of hope operated by a hope operator shall be

exempt from chapters 1000-1013 and all school board policies.

However, a hope operator shall be in compliance with the laws in

chapters 1000-1013 relating to:

1. The student assessment program and school grading

system.

2. Student progression and graduation.

3. The provision of services to students with disabilities.

4, Civil rights, including s. 1000.05, relating to

discrimination.

5. Student health, safety, and welfare.

6. Public meetings and records, public inspection, and

criminal and civil penalties pursuant to s. 286.011. The

governing board of a school of hope must hold at least two

public meetings per school year in the school district in which

the school of hope is located. Any other meetings of the

governing board may be held in accordance with s. 120.54(2) (b)2.

7. Public records pursuant to chapter 119.

8. The code of ethics for public officers and employees
pursuant to ss. 112.313(2), (3), (7), and (12) and 112.3143(3).
(7) FACILITIES.—

(a) A school of hope shall use facilities that comply with

the Florida Building Code, except for the State Requirements for

Educational Facilities. A school of hope that uses school

district facilities must comply with the State Requirements for

Educational Facilities only if the school district and the hope

operator have entered into a mutual management plan for the

reasonable maintenance of such facilities. The mutual management
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plan shall contain a provision by which the district school

board agrees to maintain the school facilities in the same

manner as its other public schools within the district. The

local governing authority shall not adopt or impose any local

building requirements or site-development restrictions, such as

parking and site-size criteria, which are addressed by and more

stringent than those found in the State Requirements for

Educational Facilities of the Florida Building Code. A local

governing authority must treat schools of hope equitably in

comparison to similar requirements, restrictions, and site

planning processes imposed upon public schools. The agency

having jurisdiction for inspection of a facility and issuance of

a certificate of occupancy or use shall be the local

municipality or, if in an unincorporated area, the county

governing authority. If an official or employee of the local

governing authority refuses to comply with this paragraph, the

aggrieved school or entity has an immediate right to bring an

action in circuit court to enforce its rights by injunction. An

aggrieved party that receives injunctive relief may be awarded

reasonable attorney fees and court costs.

(b) Any facility, or portion thereof, used to house a

school of hope shall be exempt from ad valorem taxes pursuant to

s. 196.1983. Library, community service, museum, performing

arts, theatre, cinema, church, Florida College System

institution, college, and university facilities may provide

space to schools of hope within their facilities under their

preexisting zoning and land use designations without obtaining a

special exception, rezoning, land use charter, or other form of

approval.
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(c) School of hope facilities are exempt from assessments

of fees for building permits, except as provided in s. 553.80;

fees for building and occupational licenses; impact fees or

exactions; service availability fees; and assessments for

special benefits.

(d) No later than October 1, each school district shall

annually provide to the Department of Education a list of all

underused, vacant, or surplus facilities owned or operated by

the school district. A hope operator establishing a school of

hope may use an educational facility identified in this

paragraph at no cost or at a mutually agreeable cost not to

exceed $600 per student. A hope operator using a facility

pursuant to this paragraph may not sell or dispose of such

facility without the written permission of the school district.

For purposes of this paragraph, “underused, vacant, or surplus

facility” means an entire facility or portion thereof which is

not fully used or is used irregularly or intermittently by the

school district for instructional or program use.

(8) NONCOMPLIANCE.—A school district that does not enter

into a performance-based agreement within 60 days after receipt

of a notice of intent shall reduce the administrative fees

withheld pursuant to s. 1002.33(20) to 1 percent for all charter

schools operating in the school district. Upon execution of the

performance-based agreement, the school district may resume

withholding the full amount of administrative fees, but may not

recover any fees that would have otherwise accrued during the

period of noncompliance. Any charter school that had

administrative fees withheld in violation of this subsection may

recover attorney fees and costs to enforce the requirements of
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this subsection. A school district subject to the requirements

of this section shall file a monthly report detailing the

reduction in the amount of administrative fees withheld.

(9) FUNDING.—

(a) Schools of hope shall be funded in accordance with s.
1002.33(17) .

(b) Schools of hope shall receive priority in the

department’s Public Charter School Grant Program competitions.

(c) Schools of hope shall be considered charter schools for

purposes of s. 1013.62, except charter capital outlay may not be

used to purchase real property or for the construction of school

facilities.

(d) Schools of hope shall receive funds from the “Special

Categories: Grants and Aids—-Schools of Hope” which is created in

addition to the categories enumerated in s. 216.011 (1) (c).

Eligible expenditures from an appropriation in the “Special

Categories: Grants and Aids—Schools of Hope” shall include:

1. Preparing teachers, school leaders, and specialized

instructional support personnel, including costs associated

with:

a. Providing professional development.

b. Hiring and compensating teachers, school leaders, and

specialized instructional support personnel for services beyond

the school day and year.

2. Acquiring supplies, training, equipment, and educational

materials, including developing and acquiring instructional

materials.

3. Providing one-time startup costs associated with

providing transportation to students to and from the charter
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4. Carrying out community engagement activities, which may

school.

include paying the cost of student and staff recruitment.

5. Providing funds to cover the nonvoted ad valorem millage

that would otherwise be required for schools and the required

local effort funds calculated pursuant to s. 1011.62 when the

State Board of Education enters into an agreement with a hope

operator pursuant to subsection (5).

(e) If a school of hope is not renewed or is terminated,

any unencumbered funds and all equipment and property purchased

with the funds shall revert to the ownership of the state. The

reversion of such equipment, property, and furnishings shall

focus on tangible or irrecoverable costs such as rental or

leasing fees, normal maintenance, and limited renovations. The

reversion of all property secured with grant funds is subject to

the complete satisfaction of all lawful liens or encumbrances.

(f) Notwithstanding s. 216.301 and pursuant to s. 216.351,

the balance of any appropriation from the Grants and Aids-

Schools of hope funding appropriation category which is not

disbursed by June 30 of the fiscal year in which the funds are

appropriated may be carried forward for up to 5 years after the

effective date of the original appropriation.

(10) STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION AUTHORITY AND OBLIGATIONS.—

Pursuant to Art. IX of the State Constitution, which prescribes

the duty of the State Board of Education to supervise the public

school system, the State Board of Education shall:

(a) Publish an annual list of persistently low-performing

schools after the release of preliminary school grades.

(b) Adopt a standard notice of intent and performance-based
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agreement that must be used by hope operators and district

school boards to eliminate regulatory and bureaucratic barriers

that delay access to high quality schools for students in

persistently low-performing schools.

(c) Resolve disputes between a hope operator and a school

district arising from a performance-based agreement or a

contract between a charter operator and a school district under

the requirements of s. 1008.33. The Commissioner of Education

shall appoint a special magistrate who is a member of The

Florida Bar in good standing and who has at least 5 years’

experience in administrative law. The special magistrate shall

hold hearings to determine facts relating to the dispute and to

render a recommended decision for resolution to the State Board

of Education. The recommendation may not alter in any way the

provisions of the performance agreement under subsection (5).

The special magistrate may administer oaths and issue subpoenas

on behalf of the parties to the dispute or on his or her own

behalf. Within 15 calendar days after the close of the final

hearing, the special magistrate shall transmit a recommended

decision to the State Board of Education and to the

representatives of both parties by registered mail, return

receipt requested. The State Board of Education must approve or

reject the recommended decision at its next regularly scheduled

meeting that is more than 7 calendar days and no more than 30

days after the date the recommended decision is transmitted. The

decision by the State Board of Education is a final agency

action that may be appealed to the District Court of Appeal,

First District in accordance with s. 120.68. A charter school

may recover attorney fees and costs if the State Board of
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Education determines that the school district unlawfully

implemented or otherwise impeded implementation of the

performance-based agreement pursuant to this paragraph.

(d) Provide students in persistently low-performing schools

with a public school that meets accountability standards. The

State Board of Education may enter into a performance-based

agreement with a hope operator when a school district has not

improved the school through the interventions and support

provided under s. 1008.33 or has not complied with the

requirements of subsection (4). Upon the State Board of

Education entering into a performance-based agreement with a

hope operator, the school district shall transfer to the school

of hope the proportionate share of state funds allocated from

the Florida Education Finance Program.

(11) RULES.—The State Board of Education shall adopt rules

pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to implement this section.

Section 6. Section 1001.292, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

1001.292 Schools of Hope Revolving Loan Program.-—

(1) The Schools of Hope Revolving Loan Program is

established within the Department of Education to provide

assistance to hope operators, as defined in s. 1002.333, to meet

school building construction needs and pay for expenses related

to the startup of a new charter school. The program shall

consist of funds appropriated by the Legislature, money received

from the repayment of loans made from the program, and interest

earned.

(2) Funds provided pursuant to this section may not exceed

25 percent of the total cost of the project, which shall be
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calculated based on 80 percent of the cost per student station

established by s. 1013.64(6) (b) multiplied by the capacity of

the facility.

(3) The department may contract with a third-party

administrator to administer the program. If the department

contracts with a third-party administrator, funds shall be

granted to the third-party administrator to create a revolving

loan fund for the purpose of financing projects that meet the

requirements of subsection (4). The third-party administrator

shall report to the department annually. The department shall

continue to administer the program until a third-party

administrator is selected.

(4) Hope operators that have been designated by the State

Board of Education and have executed a performance-based

agreement pursuant to s. 1002.333 shall be provided a loan up to

the amount provided in subsection (2) for projects that are

located in the attendance area of a persistently low-performing

school or within a 5-mile radius of such school and primarily

serve students from the persistently low-performing school.

(5) The department shall post on its website the projects

that have received loans, the geographic distribution of the

projects, the status of the projects, the costs of the program,

and student outcomes for students enrolled in the school of hope

receiving funds.

(6) All repayments of principal and interest shall be

returned to the loan fund and made available for loans to other

applicants.

(7) Interest on loans provided under this program may be

used to defray the costs of administration and shall be the
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(a) The rate paid on moneys held in the fund; or

lower of:

(b) A rate equal to 50 percent of the rate authorized under

the provisions of s. 215.84.

(8) Notwithstanding s. 216.301 and pursuant to s. 216.351,

funds appropriated for this purpose which are not disbursed by

June 30 of the fiscal year in which the funds are appropriated

may be carried forward for up to 5 years after the effective

date of the original appropriation.

Section 7. If any provision of this act or its application

to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the invalidity

does not affect the remaining provisions or applications of the

act which can be given effect without the invalid provision or

application, and to this end the provisions of this act are

severable.

Section 8. Except as otherwise expressly provided in this
act and except for this section, which shall take effect upon
this act becoming a law, this act shall take effect July 1,
2017.

================= 17 I T L E A MENDDME N T ================
And the title is amended as follows:
Delete everything before the enacting clause
and insert:
A bill to be entitled
An act relating to school improvement; amending s.
1001.42, F.S.; revising provisions relating to school
improvement plans; requiring only specified schools to

submit a school improvement plan; deleting a
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795 requirement that certain information be included in
796 the improvement plans of certain schools; revising the
797 grade levels required to implement an early warning
798 system; revising the required content of an early

799 warning system; requiring a specified team to monitor
800 specified data; authorizing a psychologist to be a

801 member of the team; revising what constitutes an

802 educational emergency and establishing duties of

803 district school boards relating to such emergency;

804 amending s. 1008.33, F.S.; providing that intervention
805 and support services apply consistently to any school
806 meeting specified criteria; revising the required

807 timeline for the implementation of a district-managed
808 turnaround plan; providing turnaround options

809 available to school districts meeting specified

810 criteria; amending s. 1008.345, F.S.; revising the

811 criteria a school must meet to have a community

812 assessment team; revising the duties of a community
813 assessment team; amending 1002.33, F.S.; revising the
814 criteria a charter school must meet to require

815 corrective action; revising requirements for

816 corrective action by charter schools; revising

817 criteria for waiver of automatic charter termination;
818 creating s. 1002.333, F.S., relating to persistently
819 low-performing schools; providing definitions;

820 providing eligibility criteria for hope operators;

821 providing for the designation and redesignation of a
822 hope operator; authorizing hope operators to establish
823 schools of hope in specified areas; providing the
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824 process for the establishment of a school of hope;

825 providing the requirements for a performance-based

826 agreement; authorizing a school of hope to be

827 designated as a local education agency; providing that
828 a sponsor 1s not liable for specified damages;

829 providing that a school of hope may be a private or
830 public employer; authorizing a school of hope to

831 participate in the Florida Retirement System;

832 authorizing a hope operator to employ certain staff;
833 providing specific statutory exemptions for schools of
834 hope; providing requirements for facilities used by
835 schools of hope; requiring districts to annually

836 provide a list of specified property to the Department
837 of Education; providing that schools of hope shall be
838 funded through the Florida Education Finance Program;
839 establishing additional funding sources and guidelines
840 for eligible expenditures; providing a mechanism to
841 address school district noncompliance; providing

842 authority and obligations of the State Board of

843 Education; providing a mechanism for the resolution of
844 disputes; providing for rulemaking; creating s.

845 1001.291, F.S.; establishing the Schools of Hope

846 Revolving Loan Program; providing criteria for

847 administration of the program; providing for

848 severability; providing effective dates.
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