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By the Committee on Education; and Senators Flores, Bradley,
Perry, Baxley, and Stargel

581-03367-17 2017926c1
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to education; requiring the
Commissioner of Education to contract for an
independent study to determine whether a nationally
recognized high school assessment may be administered
in lieu of the Florida Standards Assessment and the
Algebra I end-of-course assessment; providing
requirements for the assessment; requiring the
commissioner and the contractor to consult with
specified stakeholders; requiring the commissioner to
submit a report to the Governor and the Legislature by
a specified date; creating s. 1001.4205, F.S.;
authorizing an individual district school board member
to visit any district school or charter school in his
or her school district; providing requirements and
restrictions; amending s. 1003.4156, F.S.; revising
the mathematics and social studies requirements for
student promotion to high school and for certain high
school credits; amending s. 1003.4282, F.S.; revising
the requirements for a standard high school diploma;
deleting provisions requiring a student or transfer
student to take a statewide, standardized Algebra II
assessment or a Geometry or United States History end-
of-course (EOC) assessment; amending s. 1003.4285,
F.S.; revising the standard high school diploma
designation requirements for mathematics and social
studies; amending s. 1008.22, F.S.; providing an
exception to the requirement that ELA assessments be

administered online; deleting requirements that a
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student take an EOC assessment in Geometry, Algebra
II, United States History, or Civics; deleting a
provision authorizing the commissioner to establish a
schedule for the development and administration of
additional statewide, standardized EOC assessments;
requiring that Mathematics assessments be administered
online; providing an exception; requiring the
commissioner to make an alternative, nonelectronic
assessment option available for statewide assessments;
requiring the Department of Education to conduct a
study regarding achievement levels for certain
statewide, standardized assessments; requiring a
report to the Governor, the Legislature, and the state
board by a specified date; providing requirements for
administration of the statewide, standardized English
Language Arts and mathematics assessments in specified
grades; requiring a district school superintendent to
provide the commissioner with certain notifications on
the use of a nonelectronic assessment option;
requiring the commissioner to provide such an option
to the school district; revising provisions relating
to reporting requirements for local assessments
required by school districts; providing reporting
requirements for certain student assessment results;
creating s. 1008.222, F.S.; exempting students in
certain articulated acceleration mechanisms from
taking certain statewide, standardized assessments;
requiring the commissioner to establish certain

concordant or comparative scores; providing that
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certain scores are included in school grade
calculations; amending s. 1008.25, F.S.; revising the
type of reading instruction school districts must
provide for certain students; amending s. 1009.60,
F.S.; revising eligibility criteria for receipt of a
minority teacher education scholarship; amending s.
1009.605, F.S.; revising the scholar awards on which
the Florida Fund for Minority Teachers, Inc.’s budget
projection must be based; amending s. 1012.34, F.S.;
revising personnel evaluation procedures and criteria;
authorizing the commissioner to develop a formula for
measuring student learning growth on specified
statewide, standardized assessments, rather than
requiring the commissioner to approve such a formula;
authorizing, rather than requiring, a school district
to use certain formulas developed by the commissioner;
creating the Committee on Early Childhood Development
within the Department of Education; specifying
committee purpose; requiring the committee to develop
a proposal for specified purposes; providing proposal
requirements; providing for membership of the
committee; providing requirements for electing a
committee chair and vice chair; providing committee
meeting requirements; requiring the University of
Florida Lastinger Center for Learning to provide
necessary staff for the committee; requiring the
committee to submit a report by a specified date;
providing for the expiration of the committee;

providing an effective date.
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Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Study of a nationally recognized alternate high

school assessment.—

(1) INDEPENDENT STUDY.—

(a) The Commissioner of Education shall contract for an

independent study to determine whether a nationally recognized

high school assessment may be administered in lieu of the

Florida Standards Assessment and the Algebra I and end-of-course

assessment for high school students.

(b) In order to be considered a nationally recognized high

school assessment, the assessment must meet the following

requirements:

1. Be substantially aligned with the core curricular

content for high school level English Language Arts (ELA) and

mathematics established in the Next Generation Sunshine State

Standards pursuant to s. 1003.41, Florida Statutes;

2. Provide for learning gains from the grade 8 ELA and

mathematics Florida Standards Assessment to the nationally

recognized high school assessment;

3. Provide for differentiation and comparability between

schools and districts;

4., Provide the same or additional accommodations to

students with disabilities and other students which are provided

by the Florida Standards Assessment and other statewide,

standardized assessments;

5. Meet the applicable assessment security requirements

determined by the commissioner for the state and for school
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districts;

6. Meet the reasonable technical specification requirements

determined by the commissioner which allow implementation by the

state and by school districts; and

7. Satisfy any threshold legal requirements, including, but

not limited to, the standard set forth in Debra P. v.
Turlington, 474 F. Supp. 244 (M.D. Fla. 1979).

(c) The commissioner and the contractor shall consult with,

and receive recommendations for alternate assessments from,

education stakeholders, including district school

superintendents, testing and measurement administrators,

curriculum directors, principals, teachers, and other educators

who have experience and expertise in the administration of high

school assessments.

(2) REPORT.—The commissioner shall submit a report on the

findings of the study and any recommendations to the Governor,

the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of

Representatives by January 1, 2018.
Section 2. Section 1001.4205, Florida Statutes, is created

to read:

1001.4205 Visitation of schools by an individual school

board member.—An individual member of a district school board

may, on any day and at any time at his or her pleasure, visit

any district school or charter school in his or her school

district. The school board member must sign in and sign out at

the school’s main office and wear his or her school board

identification badge at all times while present on school

premises. The school board, the school, or any other person or

entity, including, but not limited to, the principal of the
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school, the school superintendent, or any other school board

member, may not require the visiting school board member to

provide notice before visiting the school. The school may offer,

but may not require, an escort to accompany a visiting school

board member during the visit. Another school board member or a

district employee, including, but not limited to, the

superintendent, the school principal, or his or her designee,

may not limit the duration or scope of the visit or direct a

visiting school board member to leave the premises. A school

board, district, or school administrative policy or practice may

not prohibit or limit the authority granted to a school board

member under this section.

Section 3. Paragraphs (b) and (c) of subsection (1) of
section 1003.4156, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1003.4156 General requirements for middle grades
promotion.—

(1) In order for a student to be promoted to high school
from a school that includes middle grades 6, 7, and 8, the
student must successfully complete the following courses:

(b) Three middle grades or higher courses in mathematics.
Each school that includes middle grades must offer at least one
high school level mathematics course for which students may earn

high school credit. Successful completion of a high school level

Algebra I er—Geemetry course 1is not contingent upon the
student’s performance on the statewide, standardized Algebra I
end-of-course (EOC) assessment. To earn high school credit for
Algebra I, a middle grades student must take the statewide,

standardized Algebra I EOC assessment and pass the course, and,

in addition, keginningwith+the 20132014 sechool—year—and
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thereafter;y a student’s performance on the Algebra I EOC

assessment constitutes 30 percent of the student’s final course
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(c) Three middle grades or higher courses in social

studies. Begimairg—with studests esteringgrade—6—3a+the 2012~

2012 1z
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One of these courses must be at least a one-

car
semester civics education course that includes the roles and

responsibilities of federal, state, and local governments; the

structures and functions of the legislative, executive, and

judicial branches of government; and the meaning and

significance of historic documents, such as the Articles of

Confederation, the Declaration of Independence, and the
Constitution of the United States. Begimmningwith—the 2013-2014
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grade~ A middle grades student who transfers into the state’s
public school system from out of country, out of state, a
private school, or a home education program after the beginning
of the second term of grade 8 is not regquired to meet the civics
education requirement for promotion from the middle grades if
the student’s transcript documents passage of three courses in
social studies or two year-long courses in social studies that

include coverage of civics education.
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204 Each school must inform parents about the course curriculum and
205 activities. Each student shall complete a personal education
206| plan that must be signed by the student and the student’s
207| parent. The Department of Education shall develop course
208 frameworks and professional development materials for the career
209| and education planning course. The course may be implemented as
210 a stand-alone course or integrated into another course or
211 courses. The Commissioner of Education shall collect
212 longitudinal high school course enrollment data by student
213| ethnicity in order to analyze course-taking patterns.
214 Section 4. Paragraphs (b) and (d) of subsection (3) and
215 subsections (7) and (9) of section 1003.4282, Florida Statutes,
216 are amended to read:
217 1003.4282 Requirements for a standard high school diploma.—
218 (3) STANDARD HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA; COURSE AND ASSESSMENT
219 REQUIREMENTS.—
220 (b) Four credits in mathematics.—A student must earn one
221 credit in Algebra I and one credit in Geometry. A student’s
222 performance on the statewide, standardized Algebra I end-of-
223 course (EOC) assessment constitutes 30 percent of the student’s
224 final course grade. A student must pass the statewide,
225 standardized Algebra I EOC assessment, or earn a comparative
226 score, 1in order to earn a standard high school diploma. A

227 student must take one statewide, standardized mathematics

228 assessment in high school which must be Algebra I, Geometry, or

229 Algebra II. A student’s performance on the statewide,
230 standardized assessment GeeometryEOC—assessment constitutes 30

231| percent of the student’s final course grade. Tf—+thestate

232 administers—a Sstatewide;——standardizedAtlgebra—TFassessment——=
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233 student—Sseteceting Atgebra T must—take the assessment—and—+the
234 student!sperformance—on—the assessment—econstitutes 36perecent

235 of+the student! s final ecourse—grade- A student who earns an

236| industry certification for which there is a statewide college
237 credit articulation agreement approved by the State Board of
238| Education may substitute the certification for one mathematics
239 credit. Substitution may occur for up to two mathematics

240 credits, except for Algebra I and Geometry.

241 (d) Three credits in social studies.—A student must earn
242 one credit in United States History; one credit in World

243| History; one-half credit in economics, which must include

244 financial literacy; and one-half credit in United States

245 Government. FheHYnitedStates Histeory EBEOC—assessment——econstitutes
Y
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2—2013—seheoeodl—yeary> If a student transfers to a Florida
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249 public high school from out of country, out of state, a private
250 school, or a home education program and the student’s transcript
251 shows a credit in Algebra I, the student must pass the

252 statewide, standardized Algebra I EOC assessment in order to

253 earn a standard high school diploma unless the student earned a
254 comparative score, passed a statewide assessment in Algebra I
255 administered by the transferring entity, or passed the statewide
256| Mathematics assessment the transferring entity uses to satisfy
257 the requirements of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act,
258 20 U.S.C. s. 6301. If a student’s transcript shows a credit in
259! high school reading or English Language Arts II or III, in order
260 to earn a standard high school diploma, the student must take

261 and pass the statewide, standardized grade 10 Reading assessment
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concordant score.

the grade 10 ELA assessment,
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Oor earn a

If a transfer student’s transcript shows a

final course grade and course credit in Algebra I or+—Geometry;
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the transferring course

final grade and credit shall be honored without the student

taking the requisite statewide,

standardized EOC assessment and

without the assessment result ¥esuwtts constituting 30 percent of

the student’s final course grade.
(9)

requirements of this section,

COHORT TRANSITION TO NEW GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS.—The
in addition to applying to

students entering grade 9 in the 2013-2014 school year and

thereafter,
the 2013-2014 school year,
subsection.

(a)

year must earn:

shall also apply to students entering grade 9 before

except as otherwise provided in this

A student entering grade 9 before the 2010-2011 school

1. Four credits in English/ELA. A student must pass the

statewide,
concordant score,

school diploma.

2. Four credits in mathematics,

I. A student must pass grade 10 FCAT Mathematics,

concordant score,

school diploma.

standardized grade 10 Reading assessment,

or earn a

in order to graduate with a standard high

which must include Algebra

or earn a

in order to graduate with a standard high
A student who takes Algebra I er—Geemetry after
the 2010-2011 school year must take the statewide,

standardized

EOC assessment for the course but is not required to pass the

assessment in order to earn course credit.

A student’s

performance on the Algebra I ex-Ge

emetry EOC assessment is not

required to constitute 30 percent of the student’s final course
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grade. A student who earns an industry certification for which
there is a statewide college credit articulation agreement
approved by the State Board of Education may substitute the
certification for one mathematics credit. Substitution may occur
for up to two mathematics credits, except for Algebra I.

3. Three credits in science, two of which must have a
laboratory component. A student who takes Biology I after the
2010-2011 school year must take the statewide, standardized
Biology I EOC assessment but is not required to pass the
assessment in order to earn course credit. A student’s
performance on the assessment is not required to constitute 30
percent of the student’s final course grade. A student who earns
an industry certification for which there is a statewide college
credit articulation agreement approved by the State Board of
Education may substitute the certification for one science
credit.

4. Three credits in social studies of which one credit in
World History, one credit in United States History, one-half
credit in United States Government, and one-half credit in
economics are required. A——student—whotakes United States
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5. One credit in fine or performing arts, speech and
debate, or practical arts as provided in paragraph (3) (e).

6. One credit in physical education as provided in
paragraph (3) (f).

7. Eight credits in electives.
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(b) A student entering grade 9 in the 2010-2011 school year
must earn:

1. Four credits in English/ELA. A student must pass the
statewide, standardized grade 10 Reading assessment, or earn a
concordant score, in order to graduate with a standard high
school diploma.

2. Four credits in mathematics, which must include Algebra
I and Geometry. The statewide, standardized Algebra I EOC

assessment constitutes 30 percent of the student’s final course

grade. A student who takes Algebra I er—Geemetry after the 2010-
2011 school year must take the statewide, standardized EOC
assessment for the course but is not required to pass the

assessment in order to earn course credit. A—studentls
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student who earns an industry certification for which there is a
statewide college credit articulation agreement approved by the
State Board of Education may substitute the certification for
one mathematics credit. Substitution may occur for up to two
mathematics credits, except for Algebra I and Geometry.

3. Three credits in science, two of which must have a
laboratory component. A student who takes Biology I after the
2010-2011 school year must take the statewide, standardized
Biology I EOC assessment but is not required to pass the
assessment in order to earn course credit. A student’s
performance on the assessment is not required to constitute 30
percent of the student’s final course grade. A student who earns
an industry certification for which there is a statewide college

credit articulation agreement approved by the State Board of
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Education may substitute the certification for one science
credit, except for Biology I.

4. Three credits in social studies of which one credit in
World History, one credit in United States History, one-half

credit in United States Government, and one-half credit in
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5. One credit in fine or performing arts, speech and
debate, or practical arts as provided in paragraph (3) (e).

6. One credit in physical education as provided in
paragraph (3) (f).

7. Eight credits in electives.

(c) A student entering grade 9 in the 2011-2012 school year
must earn:

1. Four credits in English/ELA. A student must pass the
statewide, standardized grade 10 Reading assessment, or earn a
concordant score, in order to graduate with a standard high
school diploma.

2. Four credits in mathematics, which must include Algebra
I and Geometry. A student who takes Algebra I after the 2010-
2011 school year must pass the statewide, standardized Algebra I
EOC assessment, or earn a comparative score, in order to earn a
standard high school diploma. A student who takes Algebra I e
Geometry after the 2010-2011 school year must take the
statewide, standardized EOC assessment but is not required to

pass the Algebra I er—Geemetry EOC assessment in order to earn
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course credit. A student’s performance on the Algebra I er
Geometry EOC assessment is not required to constitute 30 percent
of the student’s final course grade. A student who earns an
industry certification for which there is a statewide college
credit articulation agreement approved by the State Board of
Education may substitute the certification for one mathematics
credit. Substitution may occur for up to two mathematics
credits, except for Algebra I and Geometry.

3. Three credits in science, two of which must have a
laboratory component. One of the science credits must be Biology
I. A student who takes Biology I after the 2010-2011 school year
must take the statewide, standardized Biology I EOC assessment
but is not required to pass the assessment in order to earn
course credit. A student’s performance on the assessment is not
required to constitute 30 percent of the student’s final course
grade. A student who earns an industry certification for which
there is a statewide college credit articulation agreement
approved by the State Board of Education may substitute the
certification for one science credit, except for Biology I.

4. Three credits in social studies of which one credit in
World History, one credit in United States History, one-half

credit in United States Government, and one-half credit in

economics are required. A—student—who—takesUnited——States
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5. One credit in fine or performing arts, speech and

debate, or practical arts as provided in paragraph (3) (e).
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6. One credit in physical education as provided in
paragraph (3) (f).

7. Eight credits in electives.

8. One online course as provided in subsection (4).

(d) A student entering grade 9 in the 2012-2013 school year
must earn:

1. Four credits in English/ELA. A student must pass the
statewide, standardized grade 10 Reading assessment, or earn a
concordant score, in order to graduate with a standard high
school diploma.

2. Four credits in mathematics, which must include Algebra
I and Geometry. A student who takes Algebra I after the 2010-
2011 school year must pass the statewide, standardized Algebra I

EOC assessment, or earn a comparative score, in order to earn a
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57 r¥e— A student is not required to pass the
statewide, standardized EOC assessment in Algebra I er—Geometry
in order to earn course credit. A student’s performance on the
Algebra I er—Geemetry EOC assessment is not required to
constitute 30 percent of the student’s final course grade. A
student who earns an industry certification for which there is a
statewide college credit articulation agreement approved by the
State Board of Education may substitute the certification for
one mathematics credit. Substitution may occur for up to two
mathematics credits, except for Algebra I and Geometry.

3. Three credits in science, two of which must have a

laboratory component. One of the science credits must be Biology

I. A student who takes Biology I after the 2010-2011 school year
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436| must take the statewide, standardized Biology I EOC assessment
437| but is not required to pass the assessment to earn course
438 credit. A student’s performance on the assessment is not
439| required to constitute 30 percent of the student’s final course
440| grade. A student who earns an industry certification for which
441 there is a statewide college credit articulation agreement
442 approved by the State Board of Education may substitute the
443 certification for one science credit, except for Biology I.

444 4. Three credits in social studies of which one credit in
445| World History, one credit in United States History, one-half
446 credit in United States Government, and one-half credit in

447 economics are required. FThestatewide—sStandardized UPnited

448 Q4+ o+ a 172 o4 iz O oo aamant A~ A e g a4 o PN AN N NP £ + 1
JTCTTTO J.anJl—\J.L_Y g oo T ooITTTITCT CUUTToC I CTTCTT o Ay tJC.L\./Clll. oL T
449 ataa A+t o £ o] o1 r o oA
o COUTTTC =] [ S S i @ g COoOTULToT \j.LDL\J.C
450 5. One credit in fine or performing arts, speech and

451 debate, or practical arts as provided in paragraph (3) (e).
452 6. One credit in physical education as provided in

453| paragraph (3) (f).

454 7. Eight credits in electives.
455 8. One online course as provided in subsection (4).
456 (e) Policy adopted in rule by the district school board may

457 require for any cohort of students that performance on a
458 statewide, standardized EOC assessment constitute 30 percent of

459 a student’s final course grade.

460 (f) This subsection is repealed July 1, 2020.

461 Section 5. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section
462 1003.4285, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

463 1003.4285 Standard high school diploma designations.—
464 (1) Each standard high school diploma shall include, as
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applicable, the following designations if the student meets the
criteria set forth for the designation:

(a) Scholar designation.—In addition to the requirements of
s. 1003.4282, in order to earn the Scholar designation, a
student must satisfy the following requirements:

1. Mathematics.—Earn one credit in Algebra II and one

credit in statistics or an equally rigorous course. Beginning

Wit h At A o "t ra1n
(A= S S 5 S i S 1 3 \¥ i ) S S N7 i 1 ) N e g

«Xp
K
s
@D

aSsessments+

2. Science.—Pass the statewide, standardized Biology I EOC
assessment and earn one credit in chemistry or physics and one
credit in a course equally rigorous to chemistry or physics.
However, a student enrolled in an Advanced Placement (AP),
International Baccalaureate (IB), or Advanced International
Certificate of Education (AICE) Biology course who takes the
respective AP, IB, or AICE Biology assessment and earns the
minimum score necessary to earn college credit as identified
pursuant to s. 1007.27(2) meets the requirement of this
subparagraph without having to take the statewide, standardized
Biology I EOC assessment.

3. Social studies.—Pass—the statewide—standardized Ynited
StatesHistory EOC—assessment—Howevery- A student enrolled in an
AP, IB, or AICE course that includes United States History
topics who takes the respective AP, IB, or AICE assessment and
earns the minimum score necessary to earn college credit as

identified pursuant to s. 1007.27(2) meets the requirement of

this subparagraph wrtheouthaoving—to—takethe statewzdes

Page 17 of 43

CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Florida Senate - 2017 CS for SB 926

581-03367-17 2017926c1
494 4. Foreign language.—Earn two credits in the same foreign
495 language.
496 5. Electives.—Earn at least one credit in an Advanced
497 Placement, an International Baccalaureate, an Advanced
498 International Certificate of Education, or a dual enrollment
499 course.
500 Section 6. Subsections (3) and (4) and paragraphs (a) and
501 (b) of subsection (7) of section 1008.22, Florida Statutes, are
502 amended, present paragraphs (c) through (f) and present
503 paragraph (g) of that subsection are redesignated as paragraphs
504 (e) through (h) and paragraph (j), respectively, present
505| paragraphs (e) and (f) of that subsection are amended, and new
506| paragraphs (c), (d), and (i) are added to subsection (7) of that
507 section, to read:
508 1008.22 Student assessment program for public schools.—
509 (3) STATEWIDE, STANDARDIZED ASSESSMENT PROGRAM.—The
510| Commissioner of Education shall design and implement a
511 statewide, standardized assessment program aligned to the core
512 curricular content established in the Next Generation Sunshine
513 State Standards. The commissioner also must develop or select
514 and implement a common battery of assessment tools that will be
515| wused in all juvenile justice education programs in the state.
516 These tools must accurately measure the core curricular content
517| established in the Next Generation Sunshine State Standards.
518 Participation in the assessment program is mandatory for all
519 school districts and all students attending public schools,
520 including adult students seeking a standard high school diploma
521| under s. 1003.4282 and students in Department of Juvenile

522 Justice education programs, except as otherwise provided by law.
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523 If a student does not participate in the assessment program, the
524 school district must notify the student’s parent and provide the
525| parent with information regarding the implications of such
526| nonparticipation. The statewide, standardized assessment program
527| shall be designed and implemented as follows:
528 (a) Statewide, standardized comprehensive assessments.—The
529 statewide, standardized Reading assessment shall be administered
530 annually in grades 3 through 10. The statewide, standardized
531| Writing assessment shall be administered annually at least once
532 at the elementary, middle, and high school levels. When the
533| Reading and Writing assessments are replaced by English Language
534 Arts (ELA) assessments, ELA assessments shall be administered to
535 students in grades 3 through 10. Retake opportunities for the
536| grade 10 Reading assessment or, upon implementation, the grade
537 10 ELA assessment must be provided. Students taking the ELA
538 assessments may shaitt not take the statewide, standardized
539| assessments in Reading or Writing. ELA assessments shall be

540 administered online unless the provisions of paragraph (d) are

541 implemented. The statewide, standardized Mathematics assessments

542 shall be administered annually in grades 3 through 8, and shall

543| be administered online unless the provisions of paragraph (d)

544 are implemented. Students taking a revised Mathematics

545| assessment may shaitd not take the discontinued assessment. The
546| statewide, standardized Science assessment shall be administered
547 annually at least once at the elementary and middle grades

548 levels. In order to earn a standard high school diploma, a

549 student who has not earned a passing score on the grade 10

550 Reading assessment or, upon implementation, the grade 10 ELA

551 assessment must earn a passing score on the assessment retake or
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552 earn a concordant score as authorized under subsection (8).

553 (b) Algebra I and Biology I End-of-course (EOC)

554 assessments.—The Algebra I and Biology I EOC assessments must be

555 statewide, standardized, and developed or approved by the

556| Department of Education. as—fellows:

557 1. EOC assessments for Algebra I and;—6Geemetry—Atgebra—TFF
g bl 4 YT ) 7

558 Biology I+—HnaitedStates Histery—andCivies shall be
559 administered to students enrolled in such courses as specified

560| in the course code directory.

561 2. Students enrolled in Algebra I and Biology I a—<eeu¥rses
5602| as—speeifiedin—the ecourse—ecodedirectory—with anasseociated
563 statewider—standardized BOC—assessment must take the EOC

564 assessment for such course and may not take the corresponding
565 subject or grade-level statewide, standardized assessment

566| pursuant to paragraph (a). Sections 1003.4156 and 1003.4282

567 govern the use of statewide, standardized EOC assessment results
568 for students.

569 3. The commissioner may select one or more nationally

570 developed comprehensive examinations, which may include

571 examinations for a College Board Advanced Placement course,

572 International Baccalaureate course, or Advanced International
573| Certificate of Education course, or industry-approved

574| examinations to earn national industry certifications identified
575| 1in the CAPE Industry Certification Funding List, for use as the
576| Algebra I and Biology I EOC assessments under this paragraph if

577 the commissioner determines that the content knowledge and
578 skills assessed by the examinations meet or exceed the grade-
579 level expectations for the core curricular content established

580 for Algebra I and Biology I £he—eeowrse in the Next Generation
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Sunshine State Standards. Use of any such examination as an EOC

assessment must be approved by the state board in rule.

4.5+ The Algebra I and Biology I Add——statewider
standardized EOC assessments must be administered online except

as otherwise provided in paragraph (c).

(c) Students with disabilities; Florida Alternate
Assessment.—

1. Each district school board must provide instruction to
prepare students with disabilities in the core content knowledge
and skills necessary for successful grade-to-grade progression
and high school graduation.

2. A student with a disability, as defined in s. 1007.02,
for whom the individual education plan (IEP) team determines
that the statewide, standardized assessments under this section
cannot accurately measure the student’s abilities, taking into
consideration all allowable accommodations, shall have
assessment results waived for the purpose of receiving a course
grade and a standard high school diploma. Such waiver shall be
designated on the student’s transcript. The statement of waiver

shall be limited to a statement that performance on an
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assessment was waived for the purpose of receiving a course
grade or a standard high school diploma, as applicable.

3. The State Board of Education shall adopt rules, based
upon recommendations of the commissioner, for the provision of
assessment accommodations for students with disabilities and for
students who have limited English proficiency.

a. Accommodations that negate the validity of a statewide,
standardized assessment are not allowed during the
administration of the assessment. However, instructional
accommodations are allowed in the classroom if identified in a
student’s IEP. Students using instructional accommodations in
the classroom that are not allowed on a statewide, standardized
assessment may have assessment results waived if the IEP team
determines that the assessment cannot accurately measure the
student’s abilities.

b. If a student is provided with instructional
accommodations in the classroom that are not allowed as
accommodations for statewide, standardized assessments, the
district must inform the parent in writing and provide the
parent with information regarding the impact on the student’s
ability to meet expected performance levels. A parent must
provide signed consent for a student to receive classroom
instructional accommodations that would not be available or
permitted on a statewide, standardized assessment and
acknowledge in writing that he or she understands the
implications of such instructional accommodations.

c. If a student’s IEP states that online administration of
a statewide, standardized assessment will significantly impair

the student’s ability to perform, the assessment shall be
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639 administered in hard copy.
640 4. For students with significant cognitive disabilities,
641 the Department of Education shall provide for implementation of
642 the Florida Alternate Assessment to accurately measure the core
643| curricular content established in the Next Generation Sunshine
644 State Standards.

645 (d) Nonelectronic option.—The commissioner shall make

646 available an alternative, nonelectronic option for all statewide

647 assessments, including the statewide, standardized ELA

648 assessment, including the Writing assessment; the statewide,

049 standardized Mathematics assessment; the statewide, standardized

650 Science assessment; and the statewide, standardized EOC

651 assessments. The nonelectronic option shall be made available to

652 reduce the time spent on assessments; increase instructional

653 time for students; and ensure that students demonstrate more

654 successfully a mastery of the standards being measured, that

655 students have the time to develop the word processing and

656 computer skills necessary to take any statewide, standardized

657 assessment, and that school districts have the capacity at both

658 the school and district levels to administer the assessments

659 online.

060 (e) A€y Implementation schedule.—

661 1. The Commissioner of Education shall establish and

662| publish on the department’s website an implementation schedule
663 to transition from the statewide, standardized Reading and

664| Writing assessments to the ELA assessments and to the revised
665| Mathematics assessments, including the Algebra I arpdGCeometry

066 EOC assessment assessments. The schedule must take into

667 consideration funding, sufficient field and baseline data,
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access to assessments, instructional alignment, and school
district readiness to administer the assessments online. All
such assessments must be delivered through computer-based
testing, however, the following assessments must be delivered in
a computer-based format, as follows: the grade 3 ELA assessment,
beginning in the 2017-2018 school year; the grade 3 Mathematics
assessment beginning in the 2016-2017 school year; the grade 4
ELA assessment, beginning in the 2015-2016 school year; and the
grade 4 Mathematics assessment, beginning in the 2016-2017
school year.

2. The Department of Education shall publish minimum and
recommended technology requirements that include specifications
for hardware, software, networking, security, and broadband
capacity to facilitate school district compliance with the
requirement that assessments be administered online.

(f)+er Assessment scores and achievement levels.—

. The AXL: statewide, standardized Algebra I EOC assessment

assessments and ELA, mathematics, and Science assessments shall
use scaled scores and achievement levels. Achievement levels
shall range from 1 through 5, with level 1 being the lowest
achievement level, level 5 being the highest achievement level,
and level 3 indicating satisfactory performance on an

assessment. The department shall study each of the achievement

levels used for the statewide, standardized assessments and more

specifically define the achievement levels in order to

communicate the meaning of such levels to students, parents and

teachers. As part of the study, the department shall review

existing assessment reports and recommend changes that better

communicate the meaning of the achievement levels and their
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relationship to student performance and success. The department

shall submit the report with its recommendations to the

Governor, the President of the Senate, the Speaker of the House

of Representatives, and the state board by July 1, 2018.

2. The state board shall designate by rule a passing score
for each statewide, standardized assessment.

3. If the commissioner seeks to revise a statewide,
standardized assessment and the revisions require the state
board to modify performance level scores, including the passing
score, the commissioner shall provide a copy of the proposed
scores and implementation plan to the President of the Senate
and the Speaker of the House of Representatives at least 90 days
before submission to the state board for review. Until the state
board adopts the modifications by rule, the commissioner shall
use calculations for scoring the assessment that adjust student
scores on the revised assessment for statistical equivalence to
student scores on the former assessment. The state board shall
adopt by rule the passing score for the revised assessment that
is statistically equivalent to the passing score on the
discontinued assessment for a student who is required to attain
a passing score on the discontinued assessment. The commissioner
may, with approval of the state board, discontinue
administration of the former assessment upon the graduation,
based on normal student progression, of students participating
in the final regular administration of the former assessment. If
the commissioner revises a statewide, standardized assessment
and the revisions require the state board to modify the passing
score, only students taking the assessment for the first time

after the rule is adopted are affected.
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(g)+{#£» Prohibited activities.—A district school board shall
prohibit each public school from suspending a regular program of
curricula for purposes of administering practice assessments or
engaging in other assessment-preparation activities for a
statewide, standardized assessment. However, a district school
board may authorize a public school to engage in the following
assessment-preparation activities:

1. Distributing to students sample assessment books and
answer keys published by the Department of Education.

2. Providing individualized instruction in assessment-
taking strategies, without suspending the school’s regular
program of curricula, for a student who scores Level 1 or Level
2 on a prior administration of an assessment.

3. Providing individualized instruction in the content
knowledge and skills assessed, without suspending the school’s
regular program of curricula, for a student who scores Level 1
or Level 2 on a prior administration of an assessment or a
student who, through a diagnostic assessment administered by the
school district, is identified as having a deficiency in the
content knowledge and skills assessed.

4, Administering a practice assessment or engaging in other
assessment-preparation activities that are determined necessary
to familiarize students with the organization of the assessment,
the format of assessment items, and the assessment directions or
that are otherwise necessary for the valid and reliable
administration of the assessment, as set forth in rules adopted
by the State Board of Education with specific reference to this
paragraph.

(h)4e) Contracts for assessments.—
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1. The commissioner shall provide for the assessments to be
developed or obtained, as appropriate, through contracts and
project agreements with private vendors, public vendors, public
agencies, postsecondary educational institutions, or school
districts.

2. The commissioner may enter into contracts for the
continued administration of the assessments authorized and
funded by the Legislature. Contracts may be initiated in 1
fiscal year and continue into the next fiscal year and may be
paid from the appropriations of either or both fiscal years. The
commissioner may negotiate for the sale or lease of tests,
scoring protocols, test scoring services, and related materials
developed pursuant to law.

3.2+ A student’s performance results on statewide,

standardized assessments, Algebra I and Biology I EOC

assessments, and Florida Alternative Assessments administered
pursuant to this subsection must be provided to the student’s
teachers and parents by the end of the school year, unless the
commissioner determines that extenuating circumstances exist and
reports the extenuating circumstances to the State Board of

Education and to school districts. This subparagraph does not

apply to existing contracts for such assessments, but applies
shatt—appty to new contracts and any renewal of existing
contracts for such assessments.

4.3+ If liquidated damages are applicable, the department
shall collect liquidated damages that are due in response to the
administration of the spring 2015 computer-based assessments of
the department’s Florida Standards Assessment contract with

American Institutes for Research, and expend the funds to
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784 reimburse parties that incurred damages.
785 (4) SCHOOL PARTICIPATION IN THE STATEWIDE, STANDARDIZED
786| ASSESSMENT PROGRAM.—Each public school shall participate in the
787 statewide, standardized assessment program in accordance with
788 the assessment and reporting schedules and the minimum and
789 recommended technology requirements published by the

790 Commissioner of Education. A district school superintendent must

791| notify the commissioner that the district will use a

792| nonelectronic option for the entire district or for specific

793| grade levels throughout the district by the beginning of the

794| school year in which the nonelectronic option is used. The

795| district school superintendent shall provide the commissioner

796| with the reasons for implementing the nonelectronic option,

797 which may include, but need not be limited to, reducing time

798 spent on assessments; increasing instructional time for

799 students; or needing additional time for students to master the

800 computer skills necessary to be successful on the statewide,

801 standardized assessments. The commissioner shall provide the

802 alternative, nonelectronic option to the school district for the

803 successful and timely administration of the statewide,

804 standardized assessments and end-of-course exams and for the

805 reporting of assessment and exam results to the Department of

806| Education, as specified in paragraph (3) (d). District school

807| boards may shait not establish school calendars that conflict
808 with or jeopardize implementation of the assessment program. All
809| district school boards shall report assessment results using the
810 state management information system. Performance data shall be

811 analyzed and reported to parents, the community, and the state.

812 Student performance data shall be used by districts in
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813 developing objectives for the school improvement plan,
814 evaluating instructional personnel and administrative personnel,
815| assigning staff, allocating resources, acquiring instructional
816| materials and technology, implementing performance-based
817| budgeting, and promoting and assigning students to educational
818| programs. The analysis of student performance data must also
819 identify strengths and needs in the educational program and
820 trends over time. The analysis must be used in conjunction with
821 the budgetary planning processes developed pursuant to s.
822 1008.385 and the development of remediation programs.
823 (7) ASSESSMENT SCHEDULES AND REPORTING OF RESULTS.—
824 (a) The Commissioner of Education shall establish schedules
825 for the administration of statewide, standardized assessments
826 and the reporting of student assessment results. The
827 commissioner shall consider the observance of religious and
828 school holidays when developing the schedules. The assessment
829| and reporting schedules must provide the earliest possible
830 reporting of student assessment results to the school districts,
831 consistent with the requirements of paragraph (3) (h) -33+4e.
832 Assessment results for the statewide, standardized ELA and
833 Mathematics assessments and the aid statewide, standardized

834| Algebra I and Biology I EOC assessments must be made available

835 no later than the week of June 8, except for results of

836| assessments administered in the 2014-2015 school year. School
837 districts shall administer statewide, standardized assessments
838 in accordance with the schedule established by the commissioner.
839 (b) By August of each year, beginning in 2016, the

840 commissioner shall publish on the department’s website a uniform

841 calendar that includes the assessment and reporting schedules
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842 for, at a minimum, the next 2 school years. The uniform calendar
843| must be provided to school districts in an electronic format
844 that allows each school district and public school to populate
845 the calendar with, at minimum, the following information for
846| reporting the district assessment schedules under paragraph (e)
847 -+
848 1. Whether the assessment is a district-required assessment
849 or a state-required assessment.
850 2. The specific date or dates that each assessment will be
851 administered.
852 3. The time allotted to administer each assessment.
853 4. Whether the assessment is a computer-based assessment or
854 a paper-based assessment.
855 5. The grade level or subject area associated with the
856 assessment.
857 6. The date that the assessment results are expected to be
858 available to teachers and parents.
859 7. The type of assessment, the purpose of the assessment,
860 and the use of the assessment results.
861 8. A glossary of assessment terminology.
862 9. Estimates of average time for administering state-
863| required and district-required assessments, by grade level.

804 (c) Beginning with the 2017-2018 school year, the ELA

865 assessment in grades 3 through 10 and the mathematics assessment

866 in grades 3 through 8 shall be administered:

867 1. With the exception of the grade 3 Reading assessment, no

868| earlier than during the last 3 weeks of the school year as

869| determined by a district school board’s policy pursuant to s.
870 1001.42(4) (f) .
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2. Within a testing window not to exceed 3 weeks.

(d) Beginning with any new contract for the ELA assessment

in grades 3 through 10 and the mathematics assessment in grades

3 through 8 entered into after July 1, 2017, each new assessment

shall be made available once per quarter for students who the

school district has identified through competency-based

education as having mastered the content and who are prepared to

take the applicable assessment.
(g)4e> The Algebra I and Biology I A—statewider
standardized EOC assessments assessment must be used as the

final cumulative examination for its associated course. No

additional final assessment may be administered in an Algebra I

or Biology I & course with—a statewide;——sStandardizedFEOC

assessment. A district-required local assessment may be used as
the final cumulative examination for its associated course in
accordance with the school district’s policy.

(h)<4#&- A school district must provide a student’s

performance results on district-required local assessments to

the student’s teachers within 1 week and to the student’s

parents no later than 30 days after administering such
assessments, unless the superintendent determines in writing
that extenuating circumstances exist and reports the extenuating
circumstances to the district school board.

(i) A school district must provide a student’s performance

results on statewide, standardized ELA and mathematics

assessments in an easy-to-read and understandable format to each

student’s parent, current teacher of record, and teacher of

record for the subsequent school year before the start of that

school year. A report of student assessment results, prepared by
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the Department of Education, must, at a minimum, contain:

1. A clear explanation of the student’s performance on the

applicable statewide, standardized assessments.

2. Information identifying the student’s areas of strength

and areas in need of improvement.

3. Specific actions that may be taken, and the available

resources that may be used, by the student’s parent to assist

his or her child based on the student’s areas of strength and

areas in need of improvement.

4. Longitudinal information, if available, on the student’s

progress in each subject area based on previous statewide,

standardized assessment data.

5. Comparative information showing the student’s score

compared to other students in the school district, in the state,

or, 1f available, in other states.

6. Predictive information, if available, showing the

linkage between the scores attained by the student on the

statewide, standardized assessments and the scores he or she may

potentially attain on nationally recognized college entrance

examinations.

Section 7. Section 1008.222, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

1008.222 Student assessments for students of articulated

acceleration mechanisms.—

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a student

who takes and passes an advanced placement, International

Baccalaureate, Advanced International Certificate of Education,

or national industry certification examination; takes and passes

any other articulated acceleration mechanism authorized under s.
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1007.27; or achieves the required concordant scores on the ACT

or SAT examinations pursuant to s. 1008.22(8), is exempt from

taking the statewide, standardized assessments in the subject

areas covered by those examinations.

(2) By the first day of the 2017-2018 school year, the

Commissioner of Education shall identify concordant scores or

comparative scores, as appropriate, so that those scores satisfy

the high school graduation requirements under s. 1003.4282 for

an examination or assessment identified in subsection (1).

(3) The scores of students who pass the examinations or

assessments identified in subsection (1) shall be incorporated

into the school grade calculations under s. 1008.34.

Section 8. Paragraph (b) of subsection (7) of section
1008.25, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1008.25 Public school student progression; student support;
reporting requirements.—

(7) SUCCESSFUL PROGRESSION FOR RETAINED THIRD GRADE
STUDENTS .—

(b) Each school district shall:

1. Provide third grade students who are retained under the
provisions of paragraph (5) (b) with intensive instructional
services and supports to remediate the identified areas of
reading deficiency, including participation in the school
district’s summer reading camp as required under paragraph (a)
and a minimum of 90 minutes of daily, urinterrupteds
scientifically research-based reading instruction which includes
phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and
comprehension and other strategies prescribed by the school

district, which may include, but are not limited to:
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a. Integration of science and social studies content within
the 90-minute block.

b. Small group instruction.

c. Reduced teacher-student ratios.

d. More frequent progress monitoring.

e. Tutoring or mentoring.

f. Transition classes containing 3rd and 4th grade
students.

g. Extended school day, week, or year.

2. Provide written notification to the parent of a student
who is retained under the provisions of paragraph (5) (b) that
his or her child has not met the proficiency level required for
promotion and the reasons the child is not eligible for a good
cause exemption as provided in paragraph (6) (b). The
notification must comply with the provisions of s. 1002.20(15)
and must include a description of proposed interventions and
supports that will be provided to the child to remediate the
identified areas of reading deficiency.

3. Implement a policy for the midyear promotion of a
student retained under the provisions of paragraph (5) (b) who
can demonstrate that he or she is a successful and independent
reader and performing at or above grade level in reading or,
upon implementation of English Language Arts assessments,
performing at or above grade level in English Language Arts.
Tools that school districts may use in reevaluating a student
retained may include subsequent assessments, alternative
assessments, and portfolio reviews, in accordance with rules of
the State Board of Education. Students promoted during the

school year after November 1 must demonstrate proficiency levels
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987 in reading equivalent to the level necessary for the beginning
988 of grade 4. The rules adopted by the State Board of Education
989| must include standards that provide a reasonable expectation
990 that the student’s progress is sufficient to master appropriate
991| grade 4 level reading skills.
992 4. Provide students who are retained under the provisions
993 of paragraph (5) (b) with a highly effective teacher as
994| determined by the teacher’s performance evaluation under s.
995| 1012.34.
996 5. Establish at each school, when applicable, an Intensive
997| Acceleration Class for retained grade 3 students who
998 subsequently score Level 1 on the required statewide,
999| standardized assessment identified in s. 1008.22. The focus of
1000 the Intensive Acceleration Class shall be to increase a child’s
1001 reading and English Language Arts skill level at least two grade
1002 levels in 1 school year. The Intensive Acceleration Class shall:
1003 a. Be provided to a student in grade 3 who scores Level 1
1004 on the statewide, standardized English Language Arts assessment
1005 and who was retained in grade 3 the prior year because of
1006| scoring Level 1.
1007 b. Have a reduced teacher-student ratio.
1008 c. Provide uninterrupted reading instruction for the
1009| majority of student contact time each day and incorporate
1010 opportunities to master the grade 4 Next Generation Sunshine
1011 State Standards in other core subject areas.
1012 d. Use a reading program that is scientifically research-
1013| based and has proven results in accelerating student reading

1014 achievement within the same school year.

1015 e. Provide intensive language and vocabulary instruction
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using a scientifically research-based program, including use of
a speech-language therapist.

Section 9. Subsections (1) and (4) of section 1009.60,
Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1009.60 Minority teacher education scholars program.—There
is created the minority teacher education scholars program,
which is a collaborative performance-based scholarship program
for African-American, Hispanic-American, Asian-American, and
Native American students. The participants in the program
include Florida’s Florida College System institutions and its
public and private universities that have teacher education
programs.

(1) The minority teacher education scholars program shall
provide an annual scholarship in an amount that shall be
prorated based on available appropriations and may not exceed
$4,000 for each approved minority teacher education scholar who

is enrolled in one of Florida’s public or private colleges or

universities, in—the—Junior—vyear—and 1s admitted into a teacher

education program, and has not earned more than 18 credit hours

of upper-division-level courses in education.

(4) A student may receive a scholarship from the program
for 3 consecutive years i1if the student remains enrolled full-
time in the program and makes satisfactory progress toward a

baccalaureate degree with a major in education or a graduate

degree with a major in education, leading to initial

certification.

Section 10. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
1009.605, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:
1009.605 Florida Fund for Minority Teachers, Inc.—
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1045 (2) (a) The corporation shall submit an annual budget
1046| projection to the Department of Education to be included in the
1047 annual legislative budget request. The projection must be based
1048 on the cost to award up to 350 scholarships to new scholars s
1049
1050

ar
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gater—year and up to 350 renewal scholarships +e—the 356
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1051 Section 11. Paragraph (c) of subsection (1), paragraph (a)
1052 of subsection (3), and subsections (7), (8), and (9) of section

1053 1012.34, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1054 1012.34 Personnel evaluation procedures and criteria.—
1055 (1) EVALUATION SYSTEM APPROVAL AND REPORTING.-—
1056 (c) Annually, by February 1, the Commissioner of Education

1057 shall publish on the department’s website the status of each
1058 school district’s instructional personnel and school

1059 administrator evaluation systems. This information must include=+
1060 1- performance evaluation results for the prior school year
1061 for instructional personnel and school administrators using the
1062 four levels of performance specified in paragraph (2) (e). The
1063| performance evaluation results for instructional personnel shall
1064| be disaggregated by classroom teachers, as defined in s.

1065 1012.01(2) (a), excluding substitute teachers, and all other

1066 instructional personnel, as defined in s. 1012.01(2) (b)-(d).
1067
1068
1069
1070
1071
1072 (3) EVALUATION PROCEDURES AND CRITERIA.—Instructional

1073| personnel and school administrator performance evaluations must
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1074| Dbe based upon the performance of students assigned to their
1075 classrooms or schools, as provided in this section. Pursuant to
1076| this section, a school district’s performance evaluation system
1077 is not limited to basing unsatisfactory performance of
1078 instructional personnel and school administrators solely upon
1079| student performance, but may include other criteria to evaluate
1080 instructional personnel and school administrators’ performance,
1081 or any combination of student performance and other criteria.
1082| Evaluation procedures and criteria must comply with, but are not
1083 limited to, the following:
1084 (a) A performance evaluation must be conducted for each
1085 employee at least once a year, except that a classroom teacher,
1086 as defined in s. 1012.01(2) (a), excluding substitute teachers,
1087| who is newly hired by the district school board must be observed
1088 and evaluated at least twice in the first year of teaching in
1089 the school district. The performance evaluation must be based
1090 upon sound educational principles and contemporary research in
1091 effective educational practices. The evaluation criteria must
1092 include:
1093 1. Performance of students.—At least one-third of a
1094| performance evaluation must be based upon data and indicators of
1095 student performance, as determined by each school district +m
1096 aeecordanee—with—subseetieon—+-. This portion of the evaluation

1097| must include growth or achievement data of the teacher’s

1098 students or, for a school administrator, the students attending
1099 the school over the course of at least 3 years. If less than 3
1100 years of data are available, the years for which data are

1101 available must be used. The proportion of growth or achievement

1102 data may be determined by instructional assignment.
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1103 2. Instructional practice.—For instructional personnel, at
1104 least one-third of the performance evaluation must be based upon
1105| instructional practice. Evaluation criteria used when annually
1106 observing classroom teachers, as defined in s. 1012.01(2) (a),
1107| excluding substitute teachers, must include indicators based
1108 upon each of the Florida Educator Accomplished Practices adopted
1109| by the State Board of Education. For instructional personnel who
1110 are not classroom teachers, evaluation criteria must be based
1111| wupon indicators of the Florida Educator Accomplished Practices
1112 and may include specific job expectations related to student
1113 support.
1114 3. Instructional leadership.—For school administrators, at
1115 least one-third of the performance evaluation must be based on
1116| instructional leadership. Evaluation criteria for instructional
1117 leadership must include indicators based upon each of the
1118 leadership standards adopted by the State Board of Education
1119| under s. 1012.986, including performance measures related to the
1120| effectiveness of classroom teachers in the school, the
1121 administrator’s appropriate use of evaluation criteria and
1122| procedures, recruitment and retention of effective and highly
1123 effective classroom teachers, improvement in the percentage of
1124 instructional personnel evaluated at the highly effective or
1125 effective level, and other leadership practices that result in
1126 student learning growth. The system may include a means to give
1127| parents and instructional personnel an opportunity to provide
1128 input into the administrator’s performance evaluation.
1129 4., Other indicators of performance.—For instructional

1130| personnel and school administrators, the remainder of a

1131 performance evaluation may include, but is not limited to,
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professional and job responsibilities as recommended by the
State Board of Education or identified by the district school
board and, for instructional personnel, peer reviews,
objectively reliable survey information from students and
parents based on teaching practices that are consistently
associated with higher student achievement, and other wvalid and
reliable measures of instructional practice.

(7) MEASUREMENT OF STUDENT PERFORMANCE.-—

(a) The Commissioner of Education may develop shall—appreve

a formula to measure individual student learning growth on the
standardized assessments in English Language Arts and
1008.22.

statewide,
mathematics administered under s. The formula must take
into consideration each student’s prior academic performance.
The formula must not set different expectations for student
race,

learning growth based upon a student’s gender, ethnicity,

or socioeconomic status. In the development of the formula, the
commissioner shall consider other factors such as a student’s
attendance record, disability status, or status as an English
language learner. The commissioner may select additional
formulas to measure student performance as appropriate for the
remainder of the statewide, standardized assessments included

under s. 1008.22 and continue to select formulas as new

assessments are implemented in the state system. After—Ethe

] ENECSNE IR ST N + 1 + 1 Q4+~ + Ry £ A1~ n akh~11 ~ A~ Ao
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(b) Each school district may, but is not required to, shaltt

measure student learning growth using the formulas developed

approved by the commissioner under paragraph (a) aad—the
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in s. 20.03, Florida Statutes, is created within the Department

of Education to develop a proposal for establishing and

implementing a coordinated system focused on developmental

milestones and outcomes for the school readiness program, the

Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program, and the Florida

Kindergarten Readiness Screener and, except as otherwise

provided in this section, shall operate consistent with s.

20.052, Florida Statutes.

(1) The committee’s proposal must include legislative

recommendations for the design and implementation of a

coordinated system for tracking children’s development,

including:

(a) The purpose of tracking children’s development, with a

focus on developmentally appropriate learning gains.

(b) Attributes for tool selection that provide guidance on

procurement policies.

(c) An implementation schedule and protocols, including the

frequency of data collection and a timeline for training to

ensure reliability of the system.

(d) The methodology for collecting and analyzing data that

defines reporting requirements.

(e) A budget for the system, including cost analyses for

purchasing materials and necessary technology, training to

ensure reliability, and data system management.

(f) Considerations for student privacy and tracking child

development over time.

(2) The committee is composed of 14 members, with 7 members

appointed by the President of the Senate and 7 members appointed

by the Speaker of the House of Representatives. The members must
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be residents of this state. Seven of the members must be

representatives from or subject matter experts for early

learning and seven members must be representatives from or

subject matter experts for kindergarten through grade 3.

(3) The committee shall elect a chair and vice chair.

Members of the committee shall serve without compensation but

are entitled to reimbursement for per diem and travel expenses

pursuant to s. 112.061, Florida Statutes.

(4) The committee must meet at least three times and shall

meet by teleconference or other electronic means, if possible,

to reduce costs.

(5) A majority of the members constitutes a gquorum.

(6) The University of Florida Lastinger Center for Learning

shall provide the committee with staff necessary to assist the

committee in the performance of its duties.

(7) The committee shall submit a report of its findings and

recommendations to the Governor, the President of the Senate,

and the Speaker of the House of Representatives by December 1,

2017. Upon submission of the report, the committee shall expire.

Section 13. This act shall take effect July 1, 2017.
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