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Summary:
SB 1576 requires animal shelters that take in stray dogs and cats to adopt written policies and
procedures to ensure that every reasonable effort is made to quickly and reliably return the
animals to their owners.

II.

Present Situation:
In 2017, Hurricane Irma resulted in hundreds of lost or stray dogs and cats across Florida, putting
an added strain on already beleaguered Florida families and overburdened animal shelters in the
storm’s aftermath.1 During disasters and at other times, family pets have been euthanized before
the shelter’s hold period has ended, before the owners could be notified of the animal’s location,
or before the animal could be claimed.2 In Escambia County, a woman has sued the county over
claims that the county animal shelter euthanized her dog even though she had called the shelter
to inform the staff that she would pick up the dog as soon as possible.3
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Effect of Proposed Changes:
Section 1 creates s. 823.151, F.S., to provide that the Legislature finds that natural disasters may
result in an increase in owned dogs and cats becoming lost or stray. It also directs animal control
agencies and humane organizations to adopt policies and procedures to help return lost cats or
dogs to identified owners. This would include the following:










Screening for identification;
A process for matching pets coming into the shelter with reports of lost pets made by pet
owners;
Public notice of stray dogs and cats at a location in the shelter or on the Internet;
Reasonable efforts to notify identified pet owners;
Public notice of shelter location, hours, fees, and return-to-owner process;
Access for owners to claim lost pets outside of normal business hours;
Direct return-to-owner protocols that allow animal control officers to directly return lost dogs
and cats to their owners when the owners have been identified;
Procedural safeguards to minimize the euthanasia of owned dogs and cats; and
Temporary extension of local stray hold periods when an emergency is declared, if deemed
appropriate by a local government.

The bill requires records of animals lost after a disaster to be made available to the public
pursuant to public records provisions in chapter 119, F.S.
Section 2 provides that this act shall take effect July 1, 2018.
IV.

Constitutional Issues:
A.

Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:
None.

B.

Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:
None.

C.

Trust Funds Restrictions:
None.

V.

Fiscal Impact Statement:
A.

Tax/Fee Issues:
None.
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Private Sector Impact:
Pet owners would have more assurance that lost pets would be more quickly and reliably
returned to their families.

C.

Government Sector Impact:
City and county animal shelters and animal control agencies may have an increase in
costs to comply with the notice requirements and shelter of lost animals.

VI.

Technical Deficiencies:
None.

VII.

Related Issues:
None.

VIII.

Statutes Affected:
This bill creates section 823.151 of the Florida Statutes.

IX.

Additional Information:
A.

Committee Substitute – Statement of Changes:
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.)

None.
B.

Amendments:
None.
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