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HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. CS/HB 7061, 1lst Eng. (2018)
Amendment No.

CHAMBER ACTION

Senate House

Representative Leek offered the following:

Amendment to Amendment (483720) (with title amendment)

Remove lines 5-526 of the amendment and insert:

Section 1. Effective July 1, 2018, section 25.025, Florida
Statutes, is created to read:

25.025 Headquarters.—

(1) (a) A Supreme Court justice who permanently resides

outside Leon County shall, if he or she so requests, have a

district court of appeal courthouse, a county courthouse, or

other appropriate facility in his or her district of residence

designated as his or her official headquarters pursuant to s.

112.061. This official headquarters may serve only as the

justice's private chambers.
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(b) A justice for whom an official headquarters is

designated in his or her district of residence under this

subsection is eligible for subsistence at a rate to be

established by the Chief Justice for each day or partial day

that the justice is at the headquarters of the Supreme Court for

the conduct of the business of the court. In addition to the

subsistence allowance, a justice is eligible for reimbursement

for transportation expenses as provided in s. 112.061(7) for

travel between the justice's official headgquarters and the

headquarters of the Supreme Court for the conduct of the

business of the court.

(c) Payment of subsistence and reimbursement for

transportation expenses relating to travel between a justice's

official headquarters and the headquarters of the Supreme Court

shall be made to the extent appropriated funds are available, as

determined by the Chief Justice.

(2) The Chief Justice shall coordinate with each affected

justice and other state and local officials as necessary to

implement paragraph (1) (a).

(3) (a) This section does not require a county to provide

space in a county courthouse for a justice. A county may enter

into an agreement with the Supreme Court governing the use of

space in a county courthouse.

(b) The Supreme Court may not use state funds to lease

space in a district court of appeal courthouse, county
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courthouse, or other facility to allow a justice to establish an

official headgquarters pursuant to subsection (1).

Section 2. Effective July 1, 2019, subsection (2) of
section 28.241, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

28.241 Filing fees for trial and appellate proceedings.—

(2) (&) Upon the institution of any appellate proceeding
from any lower court to the circuit court of any such county,
including appeals filed by a county or municipality as provided
in s. 34.041(5), or from the circuit court to an appellate court
of the state, the clerk shall charge and collect from the party
or parties instituting such appellate proceedings a filing fee
not to exceed $280 for filing a notice of appeal from the county
court to the circuit court. ands

(b) In addition to the filing fee required under s. 25.241
or s. 35.22, the clerk shall charge and collect $100 for filing

a notice of appeal from the county court to the circuit court or

the district court of appeal where the claim was more than

$15,000, or from the circuit court to the district court of

appeal or to the Supreme Court.

(c) If the party is determined to be indigent, the clerk

shall defer payment of the fee required by this subsection.

Section 3. Effective July 1, 2018, subsection (1) of
section 29.008, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

29.008 County funding of court-related functions.—

(1) Counties are required by s. 14, Art. V of the State
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Constitution to fund the cost of communications services,
existing radio systems, existing multiagency criminal Jjustice
information systems, and the cost of construction or lease,
maintenance, utilities, and security of facilities for the
circuit and county courts, public defenders' offices, state
attorneys' offices, guardian ad litem offices, and the offices
of the clerks of the circuit and county courts performing court-
related functions. For purposes of this section, the term
"circuit and county courts" includes the offices and staffing of
the guardian ad litem programs, and the term "public defenders'
offices" includes the offices of criminal conflict and civil
regional counsel. The county designated under s. 35.05(1) as the
headquarters for each appellate district shall fund these costs
for the appellate division of the public defender's office in
that county. For purposes of implementing these requirements,
the term:

(a) "Facility" means reasonable and necessary buildings
and office space and appurtenant equipment and furnishings,
structures, real estate, easements, and related interests in
real estate, including, but not limited to, those for the
purpose of housing legal materials for use by the general public
and personnel, equipment, or functions of the circuit or county
courts, public defenders' offices, state attorneys' offices, and
court-related functions of the office of the clerks of the

circuit and county courts and all storage. The term "facility"
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includes all wiring necessary for court reporting services. The
term also includes access to parking for such facilities in
connection with such court-related functions that may be
available free or from a private provider or a local government
for a fee. The office space provided by a county may not be less
than the standards for space allotment adopted by the Department
of Management Services, except this requirement applies only to
facilities that are leased, or on which construction commences,
after June 30, 2003. County funding must include physical
modifications and improvements to all facilities as are required
for compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act. Upon
mutual agreement of a county and the affected entity in this
paragraph, the office space provided by the county may vary from
the standards for space allotment adopted by the Department of
Management Services.

1. As of July 1, 2005, equipment and furnishings shall be
limited to that appropriate and customary for courtrooms,
hearing rooms, Jjury facilities, and other public areas in
courthouses and any other facility occupied by the courts, state
attorneys, public defenders, guardians ad litem, and criminal
conflict and civil regional counsel. Court reporting equipment
in these areas or facilities is not a responsibility of the
county.

2. Equipment and furnishings under this paragraph in

existence and owned by counties on July 1, 2005, except for that
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in the possession of the clerks, for areas other than
courtrooms, hearing rooms, jury facilities, and other public
areas 1n courthouses and any other facility occupied by the
courts, state attorneys, and public defenders, shall be
transferred to the state at no charge. This provision does not
apply to any communications services as defined in paragraph
(f) .

(b) "Construction or lease" includes, but is not limited
to, all reasonable and necessary costs of the acquisition or
lease of facilities for all judicial officers, staff, jurors,
volunteers of a tenant agency, and the public for the circuit
and county courts, the public defenders' offices, state
attorneys' offices, and for performing the court-related
functions of the offices of the clerks of the circuit and county
courts. This includes expenses related to financing such
facilities and the existing and future cost and bonded
indebtedness associated with placing the facilities in use.

(c) "Maintenance" includes, but is not limited to, all
reasonable and necessary costs of custodial and groundskeeping
services and renovation and reconstruction as needed to
accommodate functions for the circuit and county courts, the
public defenders' offices, and state attorneys' offices and for
performing the court-related functions of the offices of the
clerks of the circuit and county court and for maintaining the

facilities in a condition appropriate and safe for the use
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intended.

(d) "Utilities" means all electricity services for light,
heat, and power; natural or manufactured gas services for light,
heat, and power; water and wastewater services and systems,
stormwater or runoff services and systems, sewer services and
systems, all costs or fees associated with these services and
systems, and any costs or fees associated with the mitigation of
environmental impacts directly related to the facility.

(e) "Security" includes but is not limited to, all
reasonable and necessary costs of services of law enforcement
officers or licensed security guards and all electronic,
cellular, or digital monitoring and screening devices necessary
to ensure the safety and security of all persons visiting or
working in a facility; to provide for security of the facility,
including protection of property owned by the county or the
state; and for security of prisoners brought to any facility.
This includes bailiffs while providing courtroom and other
security for each judge and other quasi-judicial officers.

(f) "Communications services" are defined as any
reasonable and necessary transmission, emission, and reception
of signs, signals, writings, images, and sounds of intelligence
of any nature by wire, radio, optical, audio equipment, or other
electromagnetic systems and includes all facilities and
equipment owned, leased, or used by judges, clerks, public

defenders, state attorneys, guardians ad litem, criminal
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conflict and civil regional counsel, and all staff of the state
courts system, state attorneys' offices, public defenders'
offices, and clerks of the circuit and county courts performing
court-related functions. Such system or services shall include,
but not be limited to:

1. Telephone system infrastructure, including computer
lines, telephone switching equipment, and maintenance, and
facsimile equipment, wireless communications, cellular
telephones, pagers, and video teleconferencing equipment and
line charges. Each county shall continue to provide access to a
local carrier for local and long distance service and shall pay
toll charges for local and long distance service.

2. All computer networks, systems and equipment, including
computer hardware and software, modems, printers, wiring,
network connections, maintenance, support staff or services
including any county-funded support staff located in the offices
of the circuit court, county courts, state attorneys, public
defenders, guardians ad litem, and criminal conflict and civil
regional counsel; training, supplies, and line charges necessary
for an integrated computer system to support the operations and
management of the state courts system, the offices of the public
defenders, the offices of the state attorneys, the guardian ad
litem offices, the offices of criminal conflict and civil
regional counsel, and the offices of the clerks of the circuit

and county courts; and the capability to connect those entities
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and reporting data to the state as required for the transmission
of revenue, performance accountability, case management, data
collection, budgeting, and auditing purposes. The integrated
computer system shall be operational by July 1, 2006, and, at a
minimum, permit the exchange of financial, performance
accountability, case management, case disposition, and other
data across multiple state and county information systems
involving multiple users at both the state level and within each
judicial circuit and be able to electronically exchange judicial
case background data, sentencing scoresheets, and video evidence
information stored in integrated case management systems over
secure networks. Once the integrated system becomes operational,
counties may reject requests to purchase communications services
included in this subparagraph not in compliance with standards,
protocols, or processes adopted by the board established
pursuant to former s. 29.0086.

3. Courier messenger and subpoena services.

4. Auxiliary aids and services for qualified individuals
with a disability which are necessary to ensure access to the
courts. Such auxiliary aids and services include, but are not
limited to, sign language interpretation services required under
the federal Americans with Disabilities Act other than services
required to satisfy due-process requirements and identified as a
state funding responsibility pursuant to ss. 29.004, 29.005,

29.006, and 29.007, real-time transcription services for
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individuals who are hearing impaired, and assistive listening
devices and the equipment necessary to implement such
accommodations.

(g) "Existing radio systems" includes, but is not limited
to, law enforcement radio systems that are used by the circuit
and county courts, the offices of the public defenders, the
offices of the state attorneys, and for court-related functions
of the offices of the clerks of the circuit and county courts.
This includes radio systems that were operational or under
contract at the time Revision No. 7, 1998, to Art. V of the
State Constitution was adopted and any enhancements made
thereafter, the maintenance of those systems, and the personnel
and supplies necessary for operation.

(h) "Existing multiagency criminal justice information
systems" includes, but is not limited to, those components of
the multiagency criminal Jjustice information system as defined
in s. 943.045, supporting the offices of the circuit or county
courts, the public defenders' offices, the state attorneys'
offices, or those portions of the offices of the clerks of the
circuit and county courts performing court-related functions
that are used to carry out the court-related activities of those
entities. This includes upgrades and maintenance of the current
equipment, maintenance and upgrades of supporting technology
infrastructure and associated staff, and services and expenses

to assure continued information sharing and reporting of
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information to the state. The counties shall also provide
additional information technology services, hardware, and
software as needed for new judges and staff of the state courts
system, state attorneys' offices, public defenders' offices,
guardian ad litem offices, and the offices of the clerks of the

circuit and county courts performing court-related functions.

This subsection applies only to matters relating to court

funding and may not be construed to enhance, limit, or define

the authority of any court.

Section 4. Effective July 1, 2018, subsection (4) is added
to section 30.15, Florida Statutes, to read:
30.15 Powers, duties, and obligations.—

(4) (a) In accordance with each county's funding obligation

under s. 14, Art. V of the State Constitution and s. 29.008 to

fund security for the trial court facilities, each county

sheriff shall coordinate with the board of county commissioners

and the chief judge of the circuit where the county is located

on the development of a comprehensive plan for the provision of

security for trial court facilities. Each sheriff shall retain

authority over the operational control and provision of law

enforcement services associated with the plan. The chief judge

of the circuit shall retain decisionmaking authority to ensure

the protection of due process rights, including, but not limited

to, the scheduling and conduct of trial and other judicial

808937
Approved For Filing: 3/9/2018 8:34:06 PM

Page 11 of 17




HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. CS/HB 7061, 1lst Eng. (2018)
Amendment No.

265| proceedings, as part of his or her responsibility for the

266 administrative supervision of trial courts under s. 43.26.

267 (b) Sheriffs and their deputies, employees, and

268 contractors are officers of the court when providing security

269 for trial court facilities under this subsection.

270 Section 5. Effective July 1, 2019, paragraph (c) of

271 subsection (1) of section 34.01, Florida Statutes, is amended to

272 read:

273 34.01 Jurisdiction of county court.—

274 (1) County courts shall have original jurisdiction:
275 (c) Of all actions at law in which the matter in

276| controversy does not exceed the sum of $50,000 $3+556646,

277 exclusive of interest, costs, and attorney atternrey's fees,

278| except those within the exclusive jurisdiction of the circuit
279 courts; and

280 Section 6. Effective July 1, 2019, paragraphs (a) and (b)
281 of subsection (1) of section 34.041, Florida Statutes, are

282 amended, and paragraph (e) is added to that subsection, to read:
283 34.041 Filing fees.—

284 (1) (a) Filing fees are due at the time a party files a

285| pleading to initiate a proceeding or files a pleading for

286| relief. Reopen fees are due at the time a party files a pleading
287 to reopen a proceeding if at least 90 days have elapsed since
288 the filing of a final order or final judgment with the clerk. If
289 a fee is not paid upon the filing of the pleading as required
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under this section, the clerk shall pursue collection of the fee
pursuant to s. 28.246. Upon the institution of any civil action,
suit, or proceeding in county court, the party shall pay the
following filing fee, not to exceed:
1. For all claims less than $100......cuiiiiiieeeeeenn. $50.
2. For all claims of $100 or more but not more than $500875.

3. For all claims of more than $500 but not more than

5. For all claims of more than $15,000.........0..0.0.... $395.

6. In addition, for all proceedings of garnishment,
attachment, replevin, and distressS.. ...ttt ennnenns $85.
7.6+ Notwithstanding subparagraphs 3. and 6. 5+, for all
claims of not more than $1,000 filed simultaneously with an
action for replevin of property that is the subject of the claim$12

8.7 For removal of tenant action..................... $180.

The filing fee in subparagraph 7.6+ is the total fee due under
this paragraph for that type of filing, and no other filing fee
under this paragraph may be assessed against such a filing.

(b) The first $15 of the filing fee collected under
subparagraph (a)4. and the first $10 of the filing fee collected

under subparagraph (a)8. subparagraph—{ta)r++ shall be deposited
in the State Courts Revenue Trust Fund. By the 10th day of each
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month, the clerk shall submit that portion of the fees collected
in the previous month which is in excess of one-twelfth of the
clerk's total budget for the performance of court-related
functions to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the
Clerks of the Court Trust Fund. An additional filing fee of $4
shall be paid to the clerk. The clerk shall transfer $3.50 to
the Department of Revenue for deposit into the Court Education
Trust Fund and shall transfer 50 cents to the Department of
Revenue for deposit into the Administrative Trust Fund within
the Department of Financial Services to fund clerk education
provided by the Florida Clerks of Court Operations Corporation.
Postal charges incurred by the clerk of the county court in
making service by mail on defendants or other parties shall be
paid by the party at whose instance service is made. Except as
provided in this section, filing fees and service charges for
performing duties of the clerk relating to the county court
shall be as provided in ss. 28.24 and 28.241. Except as
otherwise provided in this section, all filing fees shall be
retained as fee income of the office of the clerk of the circuit
court. Filing fees imposed by this section may not be added to
any penalty imposed by chapter 316 or chapter 318.

(e) Of the first $200 in filing fees payable under

subparagraph (a)5., $195 must be remitted to the Department of

Revenue for deposit into the State Courts Revenue Trust Fund, $4

must be remitted to the Department of Revenue for deposit into
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the Administrative Trust Fund within the Department of Financial

Services and used to fund the contract with the Florida Clerks

of Court Operations Corporation created in s. 28.35, and $1 must

be remitted to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the

Administrative Trust Fund within the Department of Financial

Services to fund audits of individual clerks' court-related

expenditures conducted by the Department of Financial Services.

By the 10th day of each month, the clerk shall submit that

portion of the filing fees collected pursuant to this subsection

in the previous month which is in excess of one-twelfth of the

clerk's total budget to the Department of Revenue for deposit

into the Clerks of the Court Trust Fund.

Section 7. Effective July 1, 2019, subsection (1) of
section 44.108, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

44,108 Funding of mediation and arbitration.—

(1) Mediation and arbitration should be accessible to all
parties regardless of financial status. A filing fee of $1 is
levied on all proceedings in the circuit or county courts to
fund mediation and arbitration services which are the
responsibility of the Supreme Court pursuant to the provisions

of s. 44.106. However, the filing fee may not be levied upon an

appeal from the county court to the circuit court for a claim in

excess of $15,000. The clerk of the court shall forward the

moneys collected to the Department of Revenue for deposit in the

State Courts Revenue Trust Fund.
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this

Section 8. The changes to jurisdiction and filing fees in

act apply to any cause of action filed on or after July 1,

2019,

regardless of when the cause of action accrued.

act,

808937

Section 9. Except as otherwise expressly provided in this

this act shall take effect upon becoming a law.

TITLE AMENDMENT
Remove lines 553-594 of the amendment and insert:
headquarters; amending s. 28.241, F.S.; requiring
specified filing fees for appeals from certain county
courts; amending s. 29.008, F.S.; providing
applicability and construction; amending s. 30.15,
F.S.; requiring county sheriffs to coordinate with the
board of county commissioners and the chief judge of
the circuit in developing a plan for providing trial
court facility security; providing that such sheriffs
retain certain authority relating to such plan;
providing that such chief judge retains certain
decisionmaking authority; specifying that sheriffs and
their deputies, employees, and contractors are
officers of the court when providing security for
trial court facilities; amending s. 34.01, F.S.;

increasing the jurisdictional limit for actions at law
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by county courts; amending s. 34.041, F.S.; providing
county court civil filing fees for claims of specified
values; providing for distribution of those fees;
amending s. 44.108, F.S.; providing that a certain
mediation fee is not applicable to certain appeals;

providing applicability; providing effective dates.
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