0 J o oo w N

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
277
28
29

Florida Senate - 2018 CS for CS for SB 732

By the Committees on Appropriations; and Education; and Senator
Baxley

576-04121-18 2018732c2
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to K-12 education; amending s.
1002.385, F.S.; revising the meaning of a rare disease
within the definition of the term “disability” for
purposes of the Gardiner Scholarship Program; revising
eligible expenditures for the program; revising
requirements for private schools that participate in
the program; specifying that the failure or refusal,
rather than the inability of, a private school to meet
certain requirements constitutes a basis for program
ineligibility; conforming cross-references; amending
s. 1002.41, F.S.; specifying that a home education
program is not a school district program and is
registered with the district school superintendent
only for the purpose of complying with the state’s
attendance requirements; revising the content
requirements of a notice of enrollment of a student in
a home education program; requiring the district
school superintendent to immediately register a home
education program upon receipt of the notice;
prohibiting a school district from requiring
additional information or verification of a home
education student except in specified circumstances;
authorizing a school district to provide home
education program students with access to certain
courses and programs offered by the school district;
requiring reporting and funding through the Florida
Education Finance Program; requiring home education

program students be provided access to certain
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certifications and assessments offered by the school
district; prohibiting a school district from taking
certain actions against a home education program
student’s parent unless such action is necessary for a
school district program; creating s. 1002.411, F.S.;
establishing reading scholarship accounts for
specified purposes; providing for eligibility for
scholarships; providing for administration; providing
duties of the Department of Education; providing
school district obligations; specifying options for
parents; providing that maximum funding shall be
specified in the General Appropriations Act; providing
for payment of funds; specifying that no state
liability arises from the award or use of such an
account; amending s. 1003.21, F.S.; prohibiting a
district school superintendent from requiring certain
evidence relating to a child’s age from children
enrolled in specified schools and programs; amending
s. 1003.26, F.S.; revising reporting requirements for
specified issues relating to compulsory school
attendance; amending s. 1003.27, F.S.; requiring a
school and school district to comply with specified
provisions before instituting criminal prosecution
against certain parents relating to compulsory school
attendance; amending s. 1003.436, F.S.; authorizing a
district school board participating in the Mastery-
Based Education Pilot Program to award credit based on
student mastery of certain content and skills;

amending s. 1003.437, F.S.; authorizing a district
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school board participating in the Mastery-Based
Education Pilot Program to use an alternative
interpretation of letter grades for certain students;
amending s. 1003.4996, F.S.; renaming the Competency-
Based Education Pilot Program as the Mastery-Based
Education Pilot Program; authorizing public school
districts to submit applications for the program;
authorizing participating school districts to amend
their applications to include alternatives for the
award credits and interpretation of letter grades;
providing requirements for such alternatives; deleting
a requirement that the State Board of Education adopt
rules; amending s. 1006.15, F.S.; revising the
standards required for a home education student to
participate in extracurricular activities; amending s.
1007.23, F.S.; requiring the statewide articulation
agreement to ensure fair and equitable access for
students with mastery-based, nontraditional diplomas
and transcripts; amending s. 1007.271, F.S.;
prohibiting the dual enrollment articulation agreement
from including course enrollment limitations for
certain students; prohibiting dual enrollment course
and program limitations for home education students
from exceeding limitations for other students;
providing an exemption from the grade point average
requirement for initial enrollment in a dual
enrollment program for certain home education
students; amending s. 1007.35, F.S.; updating

terminology; requiring the Department of Education to
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provide certain teacher and student ACT and PreACT
information for the evaluation of certain services and
activities; providing an appropriation; providing an

effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (d) of subsection (2), paragraphs (d),
(h), (i), (3), and (1) of subsection (5), subsection (8), and
paragraph (a) of subsection (11) of section 1002.385, Florida
Statutes, are amended, and paragraphs (p) and (g) are added to
subsection (5) of that section, to read:

1002.385 The Gardiner Scholarship.—

(2) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section, the term:

(d) “Disability” means, for a 3- or 4-year-old child or for
a student in kindergarten to grade 12, autism spectrum disorder,
as defined in the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental
Disorders, Fifth Edition, published by the American Psychiatric
Association; cerebral palsy, as defined in s. 393.063(6); Down
syndrome, as defined in s. 393.063(15); an intellectual
disability, as defined in s. 393.063(24); Phelan-McDermid
syndrome, as defined in s. 393.063(28); Prader-Willi syndrome,
as defined in s. 393.063(29); spina bifida, as defined in s.
393.063(40); being a high-risk child, as defined in s.
393.063(23) (a); muscular dystrophy; Williams syndrome; a rare
disease, a disorder that affects diseases—whiechaffeet patient
populations of fewer—tharn 200,000 individuals or fewer in the
United States, as defined by the Orphan Drug Act of 1983, Pub.

L. No. 97-414 Netieratl Organization—for Rare biserders;
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117 anaphylaxis; deaf; visually impaired; traumatic brain injured;
118 hospital or homebound; or identification as dual sensory
119| impaired, as defined by rules of the State Board of Education
120| and evidenced by reports from local school districts. The term
121| “hospital or homebound” includes a student who has a medically
122| diagnosed physical or psychiatric condition or illness, as
123 defined by the state board in rule, and who is confined to the
124 home or hospital for more than 6 months.
125 (5) AUTHORIZED USES OF PROGRAM FUNDS.—Program funds must be
126| used to meet the individual educational needs of an eligible

127 student and may be spent for the following purposes:

128 (d) Baretlment—3n,—er Tuition or fees associated with full-

129 time or part-time enrollment iny a home education program, an

130 eligible private school, an eligible postsecondary educational

131 institution or a program offered by the postsecondary

132 institution, a—privete—tutoring program avthorizedunder—s—
133 466243+ a virtual program offered by a department-approved

134| private online provider that meets the provider qualifications
135 specified in s. 1002.45(2) (a), the Florida Virtual School as a
136| private paying student, or an approved online course offered
137| pursuant to s. 1003.499 or s. 1004.0961.

138 (h) Tuition and fees for part-time tutoring services

139| provided by a person who holds a valid Florida educator’s

140 certificate pursuant to s. 1012.56; a person who holds a valid

141| professional standard teaching certificate issued by another

142 state; a person who holds an adjunct teaching certificate

143| pursuant to s. 1012.57; a person who has a bachelor’s degree or

144 a graduate degree in the subject area in which instruction is

145 given; or a person who has demonstrated a mastery of subject
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area knowledge pursuant to s. 1012.56(5). As used in this
paragraph, the term “part-time tutoring services” does not
qualify as regular school attendance as defined in s.
1003.01(13) s+—3663=
(i) Fees for speeialized summer education programs.
(]J) Fees for speeiatized after-school education programs.
(1) Fees for an annual evaluation of educational progress
by a state-certified teacher under s. 1002.41(1) (f) 5=
3086241 +e)y, 1if this option is chosen for a home education
student.

P

1 (1 2) (~)
T tTro <.

(p) Fees for art, music, or sports lessons.

(q) Tuition or fees associated with enrollment in a

nationally or internationally recognized research-based training

program for a child with a neurological disorder or brain

damage.

A provider of any services receiving payments pursuant to this
subsection may not share, refund, or rebate any moneys from the
Gardiner Scholarship with the parent or participating student in
any manner. A parent, student, or provider of any services may
not bill an insurance company, Medicaid, or any other agency for
the same services that are paid for using Gardiner Scholarship
funds.

(8) PRIVATE SCHOOL ELIGIBILITY AND OBLIGATIONS.—An eligible
private school may be sectarian or nonsectarian and shall:

(a) Comply with all requirements for private schools
participating in state school choice scholarship programs
pursuant to s. 1002.421.

(b) Provide to the organization, upon request, all
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documentation required for the student’s participation,
including the private school’s and student’s fee schedules.

(c) Be academically accountable to the parent for meeting
the educational needs of the student by:

1. At a minimum, annually providing to the parent a written
explanation of the student’s progress.

2. Annually administering or making provision for students
participating in the program in grades 3 through 10 to take one
of the nationally norm-referenced tests identified by the
Department of Education or the statewide assessments pursuant to
s. 1008.22. Students with disabilities for whom standardized
testing is not appropriate are exempt from this requirement. A
participating private school shall report a student’s scores to
the parent.

3. Cooperating with the scholarship student whose parent
chooses to have the student participate in the statewide
assessments pursuant to s. 1008.22 or, if a private school
chooses to offer the statewide assessments, administering the
assessments at the school.

a. A participating private school may choose to offer and
administer the statewide assessments to all students who attend
the private school in grades 3 through 10.

b. A participating private school shall submit a request in
writing to the Department of Education by March 1 of each year
in order to administer the statewide assessments in the
subsequent school year.

(d) Employ or contract with teachers who have regular and
direct contact with each student receiving a scholarship under

this section at the school’s physical location.
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(e) Provide a report from an independent certified public
accountant who performs the agreed-upon procedures developed
under s. 1002.395(6) (o) if the private school receives more than
$250,000 in funds from scholarships awarded under this chapter
seetion in a state fiscal year. A private school subject to this
paragraph must annually submit the report by September 15 to the
organization that awarded the majority of the school’s
scholarship funds. The agreed-upon procedures must be conducted
in accordance with attestation standards established by the

American Institute of Certified Public Accountants.

If a private school fails or refuses is—ugnrable to meet the

requirements of this subsection or has consecutive years of
material exceptions listed in the report required under
paragraph (e), the commissioner may determine that the private
school is ineligible to participate in the program.

(11) PARENT AND STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES FOR PROGRAM
PARTICIPATION.—A parent who applies for program participation
under this section is exercising his or her parental option to
determine the appropriate placement or the services that best
meet the needs of his or her child. The scholarship award for a
student is based on a matrix that assigns the student to support
Level III services. If a parent receives an IEP and a matrix of
services from the school district pursuant to subsection (7),
the amount of the payment shall be adjusted as needed, when the
school district completes the matrix.

(a) To satisfy or maintain program eligibility, including
eligibility to receive and spend program payments, the parent

must sign an agreement with the organization and annually submit
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233 a notarized, sworn compliance statement to the organization to:
234 1. Affirm that the student is enrolled in a program that
235| meets regular school attendance requirements as provided in s.
236| 1003.01(13) (b) or (c) s—3083-0+E3Htbr—).
237 2. Affirm that the program funds are used only for

238 authorized purposes serving the student’s educational needs, as
239| described in subsection (5).

240 3. Affirm that the parent is responsible for the education
241 of his or her student by, as applicable:

242 a. Requiring the student to take an assessment in

243 accordance with paragraph (8) (c);

244 b. Providing an annual evaluation in accordance with s.

245 1002.41 (1) (f) s+—308024F{H)+te); or

246 c. Requiring the child to take any preassessments and

2477 postassessments selected by the provider if the child is 4 years
248 of age and is enrolled in a program provided by an eligible

249 Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program provider. A student
250| with disabilities for whom a preassessment and postassessment is
251| not appropriate is exempt from this requirement. A participating
252 provider shall report a student’s scores to the parent.

253 4, Affirm that the student remains in good standing with
254 the provider or school if those options are selected by the

255| parent.

256
257| A parent who fails to comply with this subsection forfeits the
258 Gardiner Scholarship.

259 Section 2. Subsections (1) and (2) of section 1002.41,

260 Florida Statutes, are amended, and subsections (11), (12), and

261 (13) are added to that section, to read:
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1002.41 Home education programs.—

(1) As used in this section, the term A “home education

program” has the same meaning as #s—aefined in s. 1002.01. A

home education program is not a school district program and is

registered with the district school superintendent only for the

purpose of complying with the state’s attendance requirements

under s. 1003.21(1). The parent is not required to hold a valid

regular Florida teaching certificate.

(a) The parent, as defined in s. 1000.21, who establishes

and maintains a home education program shall notify the district

school superintendent of the county in which the parent resides
of her or his intent to establish and maintain a home education
program. The notice must shadd* be in writing, signed by the
parent, and shaltd include the full legal names, addresses, and
birthdates of all children who shall be enrolled as students in
the home education program. The notice must shadd be filed in
the district school superintendent’s office within 30 days of
the establishment of the home education program.

(b) The district school superintendent shall accept the

notice and immediately register the home education program upon

receipt of the notice. The district may not require any

additional information or verification from the parent unless

the student chooses to participate in a school district program

or service. The district school superintendent may not assign a

grade level to the home education student or include a social

security number or any other personal information of the student

in any school district or state database unless the student

chooses to participate in a school district program or service;

and
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(c) The parent shall file a written notice of termination

upon completion of the home education program with shalt—be

fited—3n the district school superintendent, along with the

annual evaluation required in paragraph (f), within

Ssuperintendentlseoffiece—within 30 days of =fter—said

termination.

(d) 4> The parent shall maintain a portfolio of records and
materials. The portfolio must shadd: consist of the following:

1. A log of educational activities that is made
contemporaneously with the instruction and that designates by
title any reading materials used.

2. Samples of any writings, worksheets, workbooks, or
creative materials used or developed by the student.

(e) The parent shall determine the content of the

portfolio, preserve it shall-—be preservedbytheparent for 2

years, and make it shadd—be—made available for inspection, if

requested, by the district school superintendent, or the
district school superintendent’s agent, upon 15 days’ written
notice. Nothing in this section shall require the district
school superintendent to inspect the portfolio.

(f)+4er The parent shall provide for an annual educational
evaluation in which is documented the student’s demonstration of
educational progress at a level commensurate with her or his
ability. The parent shall select the method of evaluation and
shall file a copy of the evaluation annually with the district
school superintendent’s office in the county in which the
student resides. The annual educational evaluation shall consist
of one of the following:

1. A teacher selected by the parent shall evaluate the
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student’s educational progress upon review of the portfolio and
discussion with the student. Such teacher shall hold a wvalid
regular Florida certificate to teach academic subjects at the
elementary or secondary level;

2. The student shall take any nationally normed student
achievement test administered by a certified teacher;

3. The student shall take a state student assessment test
used by the school district and administered by a certified
teacher, at a location and under testing conditions approved by
the school district;

4. The student shall be evaluated by an individual holding
a valid, active license pursuant to the provisions of s.
490.003(7) or (8); or

5. The student shall be evaluated with any other valid
measurement tool as mutually agreed upon by the district school
superintendent of the district in which the student resides and
the student’s parent.

(2) The district school superintendent shall rewview—and
accept the results of the annual educational evaluation of the
student in a home education program. If the student does not
demonstrate educational progress at a level commensurate with
her or his ability, the district school superintendent shall
notify the parent, in writing, that such progress has not been
achieved. The parent shall have 1 year from the date of receipt
of the written notification to provide remedial instruction to
the student. At the end of the l-year probationary period, the
student shall be reevaluated as specified in paragraph (1) (f)
+I)+e). Continuation in a home education program shall be

contingent upon the student demonstrating educational progress
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349 commensurate with her or his ability at the end of the
350| probationary period.

351 (11) A school district may provide access to career and

352 technical courses and programs for a home education program

353 student who enrolls in a public school solely for the career and

354 technical courses or programs. The school district that provides

355 the career and technical courses and programs shall report each

356 student as a full-time equivalent student in the class and in a

357| manner prescribed by the department, and funding shall be

358| provided through the Florida Education Finance Program pursuant
359 to s. 1011.62.

360 (12) Industry certifications, national assessments, and

301 statewide, standardized assessments offered by the school

362 district shall be available to home education program students.

363| Each school district shall notify home education program

364 students of the available certifications and assessments; the

365 date, time, and locations for the administration of each

366| certification and assessment; and the deadline for notifying the

367 school district of the student’s intent to participate and the

368 student’s preferred location.

369 (13) A school district may not further regulate, exercise

370 control over, or require documentation from parents of home

371 education program students beyond the requirements of this

372 section unless the regulation, control, or documentation is

373 necessary for participation in a school district program.
374 Section 3. Section 1002.411, Florida Statutes, 1s created
375 to read:

376 1002.411 Reading scholarship accounts.—
377 (1) READING SCHOLARSHIP ACCOUNTS.—Reading scholarship

Page 13 of 36
CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Florida Senate - 2018 CS for CS for SB 732

576-04121-18 2018732c2
378 accounts are established to provide educational options for

379 students.

380 (2) ELIGIBILITY.—Contingent upon available funds, and on a

381 first-come, first-served basis, each student in grades 3 through

382| 5 who is enrolled in a Florida public school is eligible for a

383 reading scholarship account if the student scored below a Level

384 3 on the grade 3 or grade 4 statewide, standardized English

385| Language Arts (ELA) assessment in the prior school year. An

386| eligible student who is classified as an English Learner and is

387| enrolled in a program or receiving services that are

388 specifically designed to meet the instructional needs of English

389| Learner students shall receive priority.

390 (3) PARENT AND STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES FOR PARTICIPATION.—

391 (a) For an eligible student to receive a reading

392 scholarship account, the student’s parent must:

393 1. Submit an application to an eligible nonprofit

394 scholarship-funding organization by the deadline established by

395 such organization; and

396 2. Submit eligible expenses to the eligible nonprofit

397 scholarship-funding organization for reimbursement of qualifying

398 expenditures, which may include:

399 a. Instructional materials.

400 b. Curriculum. As used in this sub-subparagraph, the term

401 “curriculum” means a complete course of study for a particular

402 content area or grade level, including any required supplemental

403 materials and associated online instruction.

404 c. Tuition and fees for part-time tutoring services

405| provided by a person who holds a valid Florida educator’s

406 certificate pursuant to s. 1012.56; a person who holds a
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407 baccalaureate or graduate degree in the subject area; a person

408| who holds an adjunct teaching certificate pursuant to s.

409 1012.57; or a person who has demonstrated a mastery of subject

410 area knowledge pursuant to s. 1012.56(5).

411 d. Fees for summer education programs.
412 e. Fees for after-school education programs.
413

414| A provider of any services receiving payments pursuant to this

415 subparagraph may not share any moneys from the reading

416| scholarship with, or provide a refund or rebate of any moneys

417 from such scholarship to, the parent or participating student in

418 any manner. A parent, student, or provider of any services may

419| not bill an insurance company, Medicaid, or any other agency for

420 the same services that are paid for using reading scholarship

421 funds.

422 (b) The parent is responsible for the payment of all

423 eligible expenses in excess of the amount in the account in

424 accordance with the terms agreed to between the parent and any

425| providers and may not receive any refund or rebate of any

426| expenditures made in accordance with paragraph (a).

427 (4) ADMINISTRATION.—An eligible nonprofit scholarship-

428 funding organization participating in the Florida Tax Credit

429| Scholarship Program established by s. 1002.395 may establish

430 reading scholarship accounts for eligible students in accordance

431 with the requirements of eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding

432 organizations under this chapter.

433 (5) DEPARTMENT OBLIGATIONS.—The department shall have the

434 same duties imposed by this chapter upon the department

435 regarding oversight of scholarship programs administered by an
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436| eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization.
437 (6) SCHOOL DISTRICT OBLIGATIONS; PARENTAL OPTIONS.—By
438| September 30, the school district shall notify the parent of

439| each student in grades 3 through 5 who scored below a level 3 on

440| the statewide, standardized ELA assessment in the prior school

441 year of the process to request and receive a reading

442 scholarship, subject to available funds.
443 (7) ACCOUNT FUNDING AND PAYMENT.—
444 (a) For the 2018-2019 school year, the amount of the

445 scholarship shall be $500 per eligible student. Thereafter, the

446| maximum amount awarded an eligible student shall be provided in

447 the General Appropriations Act.

448 (b) One hundred percent of the funds appropriated for the

449 reading scholarship accounts shall be released to the department

450 at the beginning of the first quarter of each fiscal year.

451 (c) Upon notification from the eligible nonprofit

452 scholarship-funding organization that a student has been

453 determined eligible for a reading scholarship, the department

454 shall release the student’s scholarship funds to such

455| organization to be deposited into the student’s account.

456 (d) Accrued interest in the student’s account is in

457 addition to, and not part of, the awarded funds. Account funds

458 include both the awarded funds and accrued interest.

459 (e) The eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization

460 may develop a system for payment of scholarship funds by funds

401 transfer, including, but not limited to, debit cards, electronic

462| payment cards, or any other means of payment that the department

463 deems to be commercially viable or cost-effective. A student’s

464 scholarship award may not be reduced for debit card or
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electronic payment fees. Commodities or services related to the

development of such a system shall be procured by competitive

solicitation unless they are purchased from a state term

contract pursuant to s. 287.056.

(f) Payment of the scholarship shall be made by the

eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization no less

frequently than on a quarterly basis.

(g) In addition to funds appropriated for scholarships and

subject to a separate, specific legislative appropriation, an

organization may receive an amount equivalent to not more than 3

percent of the amount of each scholarship from state funds for

administrative expenses if the organization has operated as a

nonprofit entity for at least the preceding 3 fiscal years and

did not have any findings of material weakness or material

noncompliance in its most recent audit under s. 1002.395. Such

administrative expenses must be reasonable and necessary for the

organization’s management and distribution of scholarships under

this section. Funds authorized under this paragraph may not be

used for lobbying or political activity or expenses related to

lobbying or political activity. An organization may not charge

an application fee for a scholarship. Administrative expenses

may not be deducted from funds appropriated for scholarships.

(h) Moneys received pursuant to this section do not

constitute taxable income to the qualified student or his or her

parent.

(i) A student’s scholarship account must be closed and any

remaining funds shall revert to the state after:

1. Denial or revocation of scholarship eligibility by the

commissioner for fraud or abuse, including, but not limited to,
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494 the student or student’s parent accepting any payment, refund,

495 or rebate, in any manner, from a provider of any services

496| received pursuant to subsection (3); or

497 2. Three consecutive fiscal years in which an account has

498 been inactive.

499 (8) LIABILITY.—No liability shall arise on the part of the

500 state based on the award or use of a reading scholarship

501 account.

502 Section 4. Subsection (4) of section 1003.21, Florida

503 Statutes, 1s amended to read:

504 1003.21 School attendance.—

505 (4) Before admitting a child to kindergarten, the principal
506| shall require evidence that the child has attained the age at
507| which he or she should be admitted in accordance with the

508 provisions of subparagraph (1) (a)2. The district school

509 superintendent may require evidence of the age of any child who
510 is being enrolled in public school who the district school

511 superintendent whem—he—-er——she believes to be within the limits

512 of compulsory attendance as provided for by law; however, the

513| district school superintendent may not require evidence from any

514 child who meets regular attendance requirements by attending a

515 school or program listed in s. 1003.01(13) (b)-(e). If the first

516| prescribed evidence is not available, the next evidence

517 obtainable in the order set forth below shall be accepted:

518 (a) A duly attested transcript of the child’s birth record
519| filed according to law with a public officer charged with the
520| duty of recording births;

521 (b) A duly attested transcript of a certificate of baptism
522 showing the date of birth and place of baptism of the child,
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523 accompanied by an affidavit sworn to by the parent;
524 (c) An insurance policy on the child’s life that has been
525 in force for at least 2 years;
526 (d) A bona fide contemporary religious record of the
527 child’s birth accompanied by an affidavit sworn to by the
528 parent;
529 (e) A passport or certificate of arrival in the United
530 States showing the age of the child;
531 (f) A transcript of record of age shown in the child’s
532| school record of at least 4 years prior to application, stating
533| date of birth; or
534 (g) If none of these evidences can be produced, an
535 affidavit of age sworn to by the parent, accompanied by a
536 certificate of age signed by a public health officer or by a
537| public school physician, or, if these are not available in the
538 county, by a licensed practicing physician designated by the
539 district school board, which states that the health officer or
540| physician has examined the child and believes that the age as
541 stated in the affidavit is substantially correct. Children and
542 youths who are experiencing homelessness and children who are
543 known to the department, as defined in s. 39.0016, shall be
544| given temporary exemption from this section for 30 school days.
545 Section 5. Paragraph (f) of subsection (1) and paragraph
546 (a) of subsection (2) of section 1003.26, Florida Statutes, are
547 amended to read:
548 1003.26 Enforcement of school attendance.—The Legislature
549 finds that poor academic performance is associated with

550 nonattendance and that school districts must take an active role

551 in promoting and enforcing attendance as a means of improving
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552 student performance. It is the policy of the state that each
553 district school superintendent be responsible for enforcing
554 school attendance of all students subject to the compulsory
555| school age in the school district and supporting enforcement of
556 school attendance by local law enforcement agencies. The
557 responsibility includes recommending policies and procedures to
558 the district school board that require public schools to respond
559 in a timely manner to every unexcused absence, and every absence
560 for which the reason is unknown, of students enrolled in the
561| schools. District school board policies shall require the parent
562 of a student to justify each absence of the student, and that
563 justification will be evaluated based on adopted district school
564| board policies that define excused and unexcused absences. The
565| policies must provide that public schools track excused and
566| unexcused absences and contact the home in the case of an
567 unexcused absence from school, or an absence from school for
568| which the reason is unknown, to prevent the development of
569| patterns of nonattendance. The Legislature finds that early
570 intervention in school attendance is the most effective way of
571| producing good attendance habits that will lead to improved
572 student learning and achievement. Each public school shall
573 implement the following steps to promote and enforce regular
574 school attendance:
575 (1) CONTACT, REFER, AND ENFORCE.—
576 (f)1. If the parent of a child who has been identified as
577 exhibiting a pattern of nonattendance enrolls the child in a
578 home education program pursuant to chapter 1002, the district

579| school superintendent shall provide the parent a copy of s.

580 1002.41 and the accountability requirements of this paragraph.
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The district school superintendent shall also refer the parent
to a home education review committee composed of the district
contact for home education programs and at least two home
educators selected by the parent from a district list of all
home educators who have conducted a home education program for
at least 3 years and who have indicated a willingness to serve
on the committee. The home education review committee shall
review the portfolio of the student, as defined by s. 1002.41,
every 30 days during the district’s regular school terms until
the committee is satisfied that the home education program is in
compliance with s. 1002.41(1) (d) s=—3662-43+{1 . The first

portfolio review must occur within the first 30 calendar days of

the establishment of the program. The provisions of subparagraph
2. do not apply once the committee determines the home education

program is in compliance with s. 1002.41 (1) (d) s—3+602-4F+{1){b).
2. If the parent fails to provide a portfolio to the

committee, the committee shall notify the district school
superintendent. The district school superintendent shall then
terminate the home education program and require the parent to
enroll the child in an attendance option that meets the
definition of “regular school attendance” under s.
1003.01(13) (a), (b), (c), or (e), within 3 days. Upon
termination of a home education program pursuant to this
subparagraph, the parent shall not be eligible to reenroll the
child in a home education program for 180 calendar days. Failure
of a parent to enroll the child in an attendance option as
required by this subparagraph after termination of the home
education program pursuant to this subparagraph shall constitute

noncompliance with the compulsory attendance requirements of s.
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610 1003.21 and may result in criminal prosecution under s.
0l1l 1003.27(2). Nothing contained herein shall restrict the ability
612 of the district school superintendent, or the ability of his or
613| her designee, to review the portfolio pursuant to s.
614 1002.41 (1) (e) s+—3+002-4F+Hb).
615 (2) GIVE WRITTEN NOTICE.—
616 (a) Under the direction of the district school

617 superintendent, a designated school representative shall give
618| written notice that requires enrollment or attendance within 3
619| days after the date of notice, in person or by return-receipt
620 mail, to the parent when no valid reason is found for a

621 student’s nonenrollment in school. If the notice and requirement
622 are ignored, the designated school representative shall report
623| the case to the district school superintendent, who amnd may

624 refer the case to the child study team in paragraph (1) (b) at

625 the school the student would be assigned according to district

626| school board attendance area policies or to the case staffing

627 committee, established pursuant to s. 984.12. The child study

628 team shall diligently facilitate intervention services and shall

629| report the case back to the district school superintendent only

630 when all reasonable efforts to resolve the nonenrollment

631| behavior are exhausted. If the parent still refuses to cooperate

632 or enroll the child in school, the district school

633 superintendent shall take such steps as are necessary to bring
634 criminal prosecution against the parent.

635 Section 6. Subsection (2) of section 1003.27, Florida

636 Statutes, is amended to read:

637 1003.27 Court procedure and penalties.—The court procedure

638 and penalties for the enforcement of the provisions of this
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639| part, relating to compulsory school attendance, shall be as
640 follows:
641 (2) NONENROLLMENT AND NONATTENDANCE CASES.—
642 (a) In each case of nonenrollment or of nonattendance upon
643| the part of a student who is required to attend some school,
644| when no valid reason for such nonenrollment or nonattendance is
645 found, the district school superintendent shall institute a
646 criminal prosecution against the student’s parent. However,

647 criminal prosecution may not be instituted against the student’s

648| parent until the school and school district have complied with
649 s. 1003.26.

650 (b) Each public school principal or the principal’s
651| designee shall notify the district school board of each minor

652 student under its jurisdiction who accumulates 15 unexcused

653| absences in a period of 90 calendar days. Eaehdesignee—-of—+the

654
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660 satisfy—thereguirements—of—s-—3 081~ The district school

661 superintendent must provide the Department of Highway Safety and
662 Motor Vehicles the legal name, sex, date of birth, and social
663 security number of each minor student who has been reported

664| under this paragraph and who fails to otherwise satisfy the

665| regquirements of s. 322.091. The Department of Highway Safety and
666| Motor Vehicles may not issue a driver license or learner’s

667 driver license to, and shall suspend any previously issued
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668 driver license or learner’s driver license of, any such minor
669 student, pursuant to the provisions of s. 322.091.
670 (c) Each designee of the governing body of each private

671 school and each parent whose child is enrolled in a home

672| education program may provide the Department of Highway Safety

673 and Motor Vehicles with the legal name, sex, date of birth, and

674 social security number of each minor student under his or her

675 jurisdiction who fails to satisfy relevant attendance

676| requirements and who fails to otherwise satisfy the requirements

677 of s. 322.091. The Department of Highway Safety and Motor

678| Vehicles may not issue a driver license or learner’s driver

679 license to, and shall suspend any previously issued driver

680 license or learner’s driver license of, any such minor student,

681| pursuant to s. 322.091.

082 Section 7. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section
683 1003.436, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

684 1003.436 Definition of “credit.”—

685 (1) (a) For the purposes of requirements for high school

686 graduation, one full credit means a minimum of 135 hours of bona
687 fide instruction in a designated course of study that contains
688 student performance standards, except as otherwise provided

689 through the Credit Acceleration Program (CAP) under s.

690 1003.4295(3). One full credit means a minimum of 120 hours of
691| bona fide instruction in a designated course of study that

692 contains student performance standards for purposes of meeting
693| high school graduation requirements in a district school that
694| has been authorized to implement block scheduling by the

695 district school board. In lieu of the 135- and 120-hour

696| 1instruction requirements, district school boards participating
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1003.499e,

may determine and award credit based on a student’s mastery of

the core content and skills,

consistent with s. 1003.41, as

approved by the district school board.

The State Board of

Education shall determine the number of postsecondary credit

hours earned through dual enrollment pursuant to s.

1007.271

that satisfy the requirements of a dual enrollment articulation

agreement according to s.

1007.271(21) and that equal one full

credit of the equivalent high school course identified pursuant

to s. 1007.271(9).
Section 8.

to read:

Section 1003.437,

Florida Statutes, 1s amended

1003.437 Middle and high school grading system.—

1)

The grading system and interpretation of letter grades

used to measure student success in grade 6 through grade 12

courses for students in public schools shall be as follows:

(a)4+H Grade “A”

a grade point average

progress.”

(b) 42> Grade

\\B/I
a grade polnt average

average progress.”

(c)+3r Grade

we
a grade point average
progress.”

(d) 44> Grade

\\DII
a grade poilnt average
acceptable progress.”

(e)+5>r Grade “EB”

CODING: Words strieken are deletions;

equals 90 percent through 100 percent, has

value of 4, and is defined as “outstanding
equals 80 percent through 89 percent, has

value of 3, and is defined as “above

equals 70 percent through 79 percent, has
value of 2, and is defined as “average
equals 60 percent through 69 percent, has

value of 1, and is defined as “lowest

equals zero percent through 59 percent,
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726| has a grade point average value of zero, and is defined as
7277 “failure.”
728 (f)+6> Grade “I” equals zero percent, has a grade point

729 average value of zero, and is defined as “incomplete.”

730 (2) District school boards participating in the Mastery-

731 Based Education Pilot Program under s. 1003.4996 may use an

732 alternative interpretation of letter grades to measure student

733 success in grades 6 through 12.
734

735| For the purposes of class ranking, district school boards may

736| exercise a weighted grading system pursuant to s. 1007.271.

737 Section 9. Section 1003.4996, Florida Statutes, is amended
738 to read:
739 1003.4996 Mastery-Based Cempeterey—Based Education Pilot

740 Program.—Begipningwith—the 20162017 sechoel—eary> The Mastery-
741 Based Cempeteney—Based Education Pilot Program is created within

742 the Department of Education to be administered for a period of 5
743 years. The purpose of the pilot program is to provide an

744 educational environment that allows students to advance to

745 higher levels of learning upon the mastery of concepts and

746 skills through statutory exemptions relating to student

747| progression and the awarding of credits.

748 (1) PARTICIPATION.—The P.K. Yonge Developmental Research

749 School and public school districts, including, but not limited

750 to, the Lake, Palm Beach, Pinellas, and Seminole County School
751 Districts, may submit an application in a format prescribed by
752 the department to participate in the pilot program.

753 (2) APPLICATION.—The application to participate in the

754| pilot program must, at a minimum, include:
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755 (a) The vision and timelines for the implementation of

756| mastery-based eeompeteney—based education within the school

757| district, including a list of the schools that will participate
758| in the pilot program during the first school year and the list
759| of schools that will be integrated into the program in

760 subsequent school years.

761 (b) The annual goals and performance outcomes for

762| participating schools, including, but not limited to:

763 1. Student performance as defined in s. 1008.34.
764 2. Promotion and retention rates.

765 3. Graduation rates.

766 4. Indicators of college and career readiness.
767 (c) A communication plan for parents and other

768 stakeholders, including local businesses and community members.
769 (d) The scope of and timelines for professional development
770 for school instructional and administrative personnel.

771 (e) A plan for student progression based on the mastery of
772 content, including mechanisms that determine and ensure that a
773 student has satisfied the requirements for grade-level promotion
774 and content mastery.

775 (f) A plan for using technology and digital and blended

776 learning to enhance student achievement and facilitate the

777 mastery-based eempeteney-based education system.

778 (g) The proposed allocation of resources for the pilot

779| program at the school and district levels.

780 (h) The recruitment and selection of participating schools.
781 (1) The rules to be waived for participating schools

782| pursuant to subsection (3) to implement the pilot program.

783 (3) EXEMPTION FROM RULES.—In addition to the waivers
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784 authorized in s. 1001.10(3), the State Board of Education may
785 authorize the commissioner to grant an additional waiver of
786| rules relating to student progression and the awarding of
787| credits.
788 (4) ALTERNATE CREDIT AND LETTER GRADE SYSTEMS.—

789 (a) Beginning with the 2018-2019 school year, participating

790 school districts may amend their applications to include

791 alternatives for awarding credit, as authorized under s.

792 1003.436, and for the interpretation of middle and high school

793 letter grades, as authorized under s. 1003.437.

794 1. Alternatives to awarding credit must include a

795 verification of the student’s mastery of the applicable course

796| content using rigorous scoring rubrics to evaluate the student’s
797 work.

798 2. Alternatives to the interpretation of middle and high

799 school letter grades may substitute the applicable language from

800 the school district’s rigorous scoring rubric.

801 (b) An application that is amended pursuant to this

802 subsection must be approved by the district school board.
803 (5)+4)> STUDENT FUNDING.—Students enrolled in a

804| participating school shall be reported for and generate funding
805| pursuant to s. 1011.62.

806 (6) 45> DEPARTMENT DUTIES.—The department shall:

807 (a) Compile the student and staff schedules of

808| participating schools before and after implementation of the

809| pilot program.

810 (b) Provide participating schools with access to statewide,

811 standardized assessments required under s. 1008.22.

812 (c) Annually, by June 1, provide to the Governor, the
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President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of
Representatives a report summarizing the activities and
accomplishments of the pilot program and any recommendations for
statutory revisions.
+o—RIFES—Fhe—State Reardeoef Fdueatieon Shatt adept—rutes

10 ot AN
I A A A O g o

Section 10. Paragraph (c) of subsection (3) of section
1006.15, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1006.15 Student standards for participation in
interscholastic and intrascholastic extracurricular student
activities; regulation.—

(3)

(c) An individual home education student is eligible to
participate at the public school to which the student would be
assigned according to district school board attendance area
policies or which the student could choose to attend pursuant to
s. 1002.31, or may develop an agreement to participate at a
private school, in the interscholastic extracurricular
activities of that school, provided the following conditions are
met:

1. The home education student must meet the requirements of
the home education program pursuant to s. 1002.41.

2. During the period of participation at a school, the home
education student must demonstrate educational progress as
required in paragraph (b) in all subjects taken in the home
education program by a method of evaluation agreed upon by the
parent and the school principal which may include: review of the
student’s work by a certified teacher chosen by the parent;

grades earned through correspondence; grades earned in courses
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taken at a Florida College System institution, university, or
trade school; standardized test scores above the 35th
percentile; or any other method designated in s. 1002.41.

3. The home education student must meet the same residency
requirements as other students in the school at which he or she
participates.

4. The home education student must meet the same standards
of acceptance, behavior, and performance as required of other
students in extracurricular activities.

5. The student must register with the school his or her
intent to participate in interscholastic extracurricular

activities as a representative of the school before

participation £hebeginningdate-ofthe secasenfeorthe aetivity
4+
[

A e Al N v ok D o
THH—wr T C O St wIS1ieS

ieipate. A home education

student must be able to participate in curricular activities if
that is a requirement for an extracurricular activity.

6. A student who transfers from a home education program to
a public school before or during the first grading period of the
school year is academically eligible to participate in
interscholastic extracurricular activities during the first
grading period provided the student has a successful evaluation
from the previous school year, pursuant to subparagraph 2.

7. Any public school or private school student who has been
unable to maintain academic eligibility for participation in
interscholastic extracurricular activities is ineligible to
participate in such activities as a home education student until
the student has successfully completed one grading period in
home education pursuant to subparagraph 2. to become eligible to

participate as a home education student.
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871 Section 11. Subsection (7) is added to section 1007.23,
872 Florida Statutes, to read:
873 1007.23 Statewide articulation agreement.—
874 (7) The articulation agreement must ensure fair and

875| equitable access for high school graduates with mastery-based,

876| nontraditional diplomas and transcripts.

877 Section 12. Subsection (3) and paragraph (b) of subsection
878 (13) of section 1007.271, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:
879 1007.271 Dual enrollment programs.—

880 (3) Student eligibility requirements for initial enrollment
881| 1in college credit dual enrollment courses must include a 3.0

882| unweighted high school grade point average and the minimum score
883 on a common placement test adopted by the State Board of

884 Education which indicates that the student is ready for college-
885 level coursework. Student eligibility requirements for continued
886 enrollment in college credit dual enrollment courses must

887 include the maintenance of a 3.0 unweighted high school grade
888| point average and the minimum postsecondary grade point average
889| established by the postsecondary institution. Regardless of

890| meeting student eligibility requirements for continued

891 enrollment, a student may lose the opportunity to participate in
892 a dual enrollment course i1f the student is disruptive to the

893 learning process such that the progress of other students or the
894| efficient administration of the course is hindered. Student

895 eligibility requirements for initial and continued enrollment in
896| career certificate dual enrollment courses must include a 2.0
897 unweighted high school grade point average. Exceptions to the

898 required grade point averages may be granted on an individual

899 student basis if the educational entities agree and the terms of

Page 31 of 36
CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




900
901
902
903
904
905
906
907
908
909
910
911
912
913
914
915
916
917
918
919
920
921
922
923
924
925
926
927
928

Florida Senate - 2018 CS for CS for SB 732

576-04121-18 2018732c2
the agreement are contained within the dual enrollment
articulation agreement established pursuant to subsection (21).
Florida College System institution boards of trustees may
establish additional initial student eligibility requirements,
which shall be included in the dual enrollment articulation
agreement, to ensure student readiness for postsecondary
instruction. Additional requirements included in the agreement
may not arbitrarily prohibit students who have demonstrated the
ability to master advanced courses from participating in dual

enrollment courses or limit the number of dual enrollment

courses in which a student may enroll based solely upon

enrollment by the student at an independent postsecondary

institution.
(13)

(b) Each postsecondary institution eligible to participate

in the dual enrollment program pursuant to s. 1011.62(1) (i) must
enter into a home education articulation agreement with each
home education student seeking enrollment in a dual enrollment
course and the student’s parent. By August 1 of each year, the
eligible postsecondary institution shall complete and submit the
home education articulation agreement to the Department of
Education. The home education articulation agreement must
include, at a minimum:

1. A delineation of courses and programs available to
dually enrolled home education students. Courses and programs
may be added, revised, or deleted at any time by the

postsecondary institution. Any course or program limitations may

not exceed the limitations for other dually enrolled students.

2. The initial and continued eligibility requirements for
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929| home education student participation, not to exceed those

930 required of other dually enrolled students. A high school grade

931| point average may not be required for home education students

932 who meet the minimum score on a common placement test adopted by

933 the State Board of Education which indicates that the student is

934 ready for college-level coursework; however, home education

935 student eligibility requirements for continued enrollment in

936 dual enrollment courses must include the maintenance of the

937| minimum postsecondary grade point average established by the

938| postsecondary institution.

939 3. The student’s responsibilities for providing his or her
940 own instructional materials and transportation.

941 4. A copy of the statement on transfer guarantees developed
942| Dby the Department of Education under subsection (15).

943 Section 13. Subsection (5), paragraph (j) of subsection

944 (6), and subsection (8) of section 1007.35, Florida Statutes,
945 are amended to read:

946 1007.35 Florida Partnership for Minority and

947| Underrepresented Student Achievement.—

948 (5) Each public high school, including, but not limited to,
949| schools and alternative sites and centers of the Department of
950 Juvenile Justice, shall provide for the administration of the
951 Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test

952 (PSAT/NMSQT), or the PreACT preliminaryAET to all enrolled 10th
953 grade students. However, a written notice shall be provided to
954| each parent which must include the opportunity to exempt his or
955| her child from taking the PSAT/NMSQT or the PreACT preliminary
956| AECTE.

957 (a) Test results will provide each high school with a
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database of student assessment data which certified school
counselors will use to identify students who are prepared or who
need additional work to be prepared to enroll and be successful
in AP courses or other advanced high school courses.

(b) Funding for the PSAT/NMSQT or the PreACT preliminary
ACE for all 10th grade students shall be contingent upon annual
funding in the General Appropriations Act.

(c) Public school districts must choose either the
PSAT/NMSQT or the PreACT pretiminaryAEE for districtwide
administration.

(6) The partnership shall:

(j) Provide information to students, parents, teachers,
counselors, administrators, districts, Florida College System
institutions, and state universities regarding PSAT/NMSQT or the
PreACT preliminaryACT administration, including, but not
limited to:

1. Test administration dates and times.

2. That participation in the PSAT/NMSQT or the PreACT
pretiminary—AET 1s open to all 10th grade students.

3. The value of such tests in providing diagnostic feedback
on student skills.

4. The value of student scores in predicting the
probability of success on AP or other advanced course
examinations.

(8) (a) By September 30 of each year, the partnership shall
submit to the department a report that contains an evaluation of
the effectiveness of the delivered services and activities.
Activities and services must be evaluated on their effectiveness

at raising student achievement and increasing the number of AP
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or other advanced course examinations in low-performing middle
and high schools. Other indicators that must be addressed in the
evaluation report include the number of middle and high school
teachers trained; the effectiveness of the training; measures of
postsecondary readiness of the students affected by the program;

levels of participation in 10th grade PSAT/NMSQT or the PreACT

pretiminaryv—ACT testing; and measures of student, parent, and
teacher awareness of and satisfaction with the services of the
partnership.

(b) The department shall contribute to the evaluation
process by providing access, consistent with s. 119.071(5) (a),
to student and teacher information necessary to match against
databases containing teacher professional development data and
databases containing assessment data for the PSAT/NMSQT, SAT,
ACT, PreACT, AP, and other appropriate measures. The department

shall also provide student-level data on student progress from
middle school through high school and into college and the
workforce, if available, in order to support longitudinal
studies. The partnership shall analyze and report student
performance data in a manner that protects the rights of
students and parents as required in 20 U.S.C. s. 1232g and s.
1002.22.

Section 14. For the 2018-2019 fiscal year, the sum of $9.7

million in recurring funds from the General Revenue Fund is

appropriated to the Department of Education to fund reading

scholarship accounts pursuant to s. 1002.411, Florida Statutes,

and $300,000 in recurring funds from the General Revenue Fund

shall be provided as an administrative fee pursuant to s.

1002.411(7) (g), Florida Statutes.
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1016 Section 15. This act shall take effect July 1, 2018.
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