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Florida Senate - 2019 SB 1000

By Senator Hutson

7-01349-19 20191000
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to communications services taxes;
amending s. 202.12, F.S.; reducing the communications
services tax rate levied on sales of communications
services; amending s. 337.401, F.S.; revising the
authority for municipalities and counties to impose
permit fees on providers of communications services
that use or occupy municipal or county roads or
rights-of-way; deleting the procedures, requirements,
and limitations with respect to such fees; conforming
provisions to changes made by the act; providing

applicability; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (1) of
section 202.12, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

202.12 Sales of communications services.—The Legislature
finds that every person who engages in the business of selling
communications services at retail in this state is exercising a
taxable privilege. It is the intent of the Legislature that the
tax imposed by chapter 203 be administered as provided in this
chapter.

(1) For the exercise of such privilege, a tax is levied on
each taxable transaction and is due and payable as follows:

(a) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, at the
rate of 3.92 4-92 percent applied to the sales price of the
communications service that:

1. Originates and terminates in this state, or
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2. Originates or terminates in this state and is charged to

a service address in this state,

when sold at retail, computed on each taxable sale for the
purpose of remitting the tax due. The gross receipts tax imposed
by chapter 203 shall be collected on the same taxable
transactions and remitted with the tax imposed by this
paragraph. If no tax is imposed by this paragraph due to the
exemption provided under s. 202.125(1), the tax imposed by
chapter 203 shall nevertheless be collected and remitted in the
manner and at the time prescribed for tax collections and
remittances under this chapter.

(b) At the rate of 8.07 9+6+ percent applied to the retail
sales price of any direct-to-home satellite service received in
this state. The proceeds of the tax imposed under this paragraph
shall be accounted for and distributed in accordance with s.
202.18(2) . The gross receipts tax imposed by chapter 203 shall
be collected on the same taxable transactions and remitted with
the tax imposed by this paragraph.

Section 2. Paragraphs (c), (d), (j), and (k) of subsection
(3) and paragraphs (e) and (f) of subsection (6) of section
337.401, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

337.401 Use of right-of-way for utilities subject to
regulation; permit; fees.—

(3)

(c)3= A municipality or county that elected to impose

permit fees on or before January 1, 2019, on providers of

communications services pursuant to former paragraphs (c) or (Jj)

of this subsection, Florida Statutes 2018, may continue to
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or impositions by a municipality or county on a dealer of
communications services or authorize that any charges be

assessed on a dealer of communications services, except as
specifically set forth herein. A municipality or county may not
charge a pass-through provider any amounts other than the

charges under this subsection as a condition to the placement or
maintenance of a communications facility in the roads or rights-
of-way of a municipality or county by a pass-through provider,
except that a municipality or county may impose permit fees on a

pass-through provider consistent with paragraph (3) (c) +f—+the
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(f) The charges under this subsection do not apply to

communications facilities placed in a municipality’s or county’s
rights-of-way before prier—+e the effective date of this
subsection with permission from the municipality or county, if
any was required, except to the extent the facilities of a pass-
through provider were subject to per linear foot or mile charges
in effect as of October 1, 2001, in which case the municipality
or county may only impose on a pass-through provider charges
consistent with paragraph (b) or paragraph (c) for such
facilities. Notwithstanding the foregoing, this subsection does
not impair any written agreement between a pass-through provider
and a municipality or county imposing per linear foot or mile
charges for communications facilities placed in municipal or
county roads or rights-of-way that is in effect prior to the
effective date of this subsection. Upon the termination or

expiration of any such written agreement, any charges imposed

shall be consistent with this section paragraph—{b)r—or paragraph
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