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Florida Senate - 2019 SB 1410

By Senator Diaz

36-01421-19 20191410
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to the Hope Scholarship Program;
amending s. 1002.40, F.S.; revising the definition of
the term “school”; revising the Hope Scholarship
Program eligibility requirements; revising the term of
the scholarship so that it remains in force until a
student graduates from high school; revising school
district obligations relating to the program;
authorizing parents of certain public school students
to apply for a scholarship to a private school by
taking a certain action; providing requirements for
the application; authorizing parents of certain
private school students to apply for a transportation
scholarship by taking a certain action; deleting a
requirement for the Department of Education to
contract with an independent entity for a specified
purpose; requiring a parent who applies for a
scholarship to notify the student’s school district
when the parent withdraws his or her student to attend
an eligible private school; providing requirements for
the notification; authorizing eligible nonprofit
scholarship funding organizations to carry forward
certain contributions for a specified purpose;

providing an effective date.
Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (j) of subsection (2), subsections

(3), (5), (6), and (8), and paragraph (b) of subsection (9) of
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section 1002.40, Florida Statutes, are amended, and paragraph
(1) is added to subsection (11) of that section, to read:

1002.40 The Hope Scholarship Program.—

(2) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section, the term:

(3J) “School” means any educational program or activity
conducted by a public K-12 educational institution, a private

school as defined in s. 1002.01, any school-related or school-

sponsored program or activity, and riding on a school bus, as
defined in s. 1006.25(1), including waiting at a school bus
stop.

(3) PROGRAM ELIGIBILITY.—

(a) Beginning with the 2018-2019 school year, contingent
upon available funds, and on a first-come, first-served basis, a

student enrolled in a Florida public school or private school in

kindergarten through grade 12 is eligible for a scholarship
under this program if the student reported an incident in
accordance with subsection (6). For purposes of this section,
the term “incident” means battery; harassment; hazing; bullying;
kidnapping; physical attack; robbery; sexual offenses,
harassment, assault, or battery; threat or intimidation; or
fighting at school, as defined by the department in accordance
with s.1006.09(6) .

(b) A student enrolled in a Florida private school in

kindergarten through grade 12 is eligible for a transportation

scholarship provided in paragraph (11) (b) if the student

reported an incident in accordance with subsection (6).

(5) TERM OF HOPE SCHOLARSHIP.—For purposes of continuity of

educational choice, a Hope scholarship shall remain in force

until the student returnas—topubltie sehool—or graduates from
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88 (c) A parent of a public school student who was subjected

89 to an incident may apply for a scholarship to a participating

90| private school by reporting the incident to an approved

91| scholarship funding organization. The application must include,

92 at a minimum, the name of the school where the incident

93 occurred, the date on which the incident occurred, and the type

94 of incident that occurred.

95 (d) A parent of a private school student who was subjected

96| to an incident may apply for a transportation scholarship by

97| reporting the incident to an approved scholarship funding

98 organization.

99 (8) DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION OBLIGATIONS.—The department
100 shall:
101 (a) Cross-check the list of participating scholarship

102 students with the public school enrollment lists to avoid

103 duplication.

104 (b) Maintain a list of nationally norm-referenced tests

105 identified for purposes of satisfying the testing requirement in
106| paragraph (9) (f). The tests must meet industry standards of

107 quality in accordance with State Board of Education rule.

108 (c) Require quarterly reports by an eligible nonprofit

109 scholarship-funding organization regarding the number of

110 students participating in the program, the private schools in
111 which the students are enrolled, and other information deemed

112 necessary by the department.

113 teh—Centract—with anindependent—entity to provide—an
114
115
116
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146 (9) PARENT AND STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES FOR PROGRAM
147 PARTICIPATION.—A parent who applies for a Hope scholarship is
148| exercising his or her parental option to place his or her
149| student in an eligible private school.
150 (b) The parent must notify imferm the student’s school
151| district when the parent withdraws his or her student to attend

152 an eligible private school. The notification must indicate that

153 the student was subjected to an incident that qualifies him or

154| her for a Hope Scholarship.

155 (11) FUNDING AND PAYMENT.-—

156 (i) An eligible nonprofit scholarship funding organization

157| may carry forward contributions in a state fiscal year to ensure

158 continuity of scholarships in the following state fiscal year.

159| At the end of each state fiscal year, an eligible nonprofit

160 scholarship funding organization may redirect unspent

161 contributions in excess of 5 percent of the total contributions

162 to fund scholarships for students under s. 1002.395 in the

163 following state fiscal year.
164 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2019.

Page 6 of 6
CODING: Words striekern are deletions; words underlined are additions.






