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Florida Senate - 2019 SB 1448

By Senator Gruters

23-01447-19 20191448
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to the Florida Transportation
Commission; amending s. 20.23, F.S.; removing the
requirement that the Secretary of Transportation be
nominated by the Florida Transportation Commission;
removing the requirement that the secretary provide
assistance to the commission; deleting provisions
relating to the creation, membership, duties,
meetings, executive director and staff, and the budget
of the commission; deleting the requirement that the
commission review certain transportation policy
initiatives; repealing s. 334.045, F.S., relating to
transportation performance and productivity standards;
amending s. 334.048, F.S.; conforming provisions to
changes made by the act; amending s. 334.065, F.S.;
revising the membership and member approval of the
Center for Urban Transportation Research advisory
board; amending s. 339.135, F.S.; revising provisions
relating to the review and the evaluation of the
Department of Transportation’s tentative work program;
amending s. 339.64, F.S.; conforming provisions to
changes made by the act; amending s. 348.0004, F.S.;
requiring the department to determine certain average
administrative costs for expressway authorities;
deleting commission rulemaking authority; amending s.
110.205, F.S.; conforming cross-references; providing

an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
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resolve problems, to hold responsible parties accountable, and
to ensure that all costs to the taxpayer are recovered.

Section 4. Subsection (3) of section 334.065, Florida
Statutes, 1s amended to read:

334.065 Center for Urban Transportation Research.—

(3) An advisory board shall be created to periodically and
objectively review and advise the center concerning its research
program. Except for projects mandated by law, state-funded base
projects shall not be undertaken without approval of the
advisory board. The membership of the board shall consist of
nine experts in transportation-related areas, including the
secretaries of the Florida Departments of Transportation and
Environmental Protection andy the executive director of the
Department of Economic Opportunity, or their designees+—and—=a
member—of—+theFloridaFransportationCommissiern. The nomination
of the remaining members of the board shall be made to the
President of the University of South Florida by the College of

Engineering at the University of South Florida, and the

appointment of these members must be reviewed—and approvedby

Torida—TransportationCommission—and confirmed by the Board

of Governors.

Section 5. Paragraphs (c), (d), (£f), (g), and (h) of
subsection (4) of section 339.135, Florida Statutes, are amended
to read:

339.135 Work program; legislative budget request;
definitions; preparation, adoption, execution, and amendment.—

(4) FUNDING AND DEVELOPING A TENTATIVE WORK PROGRAM.—

(c)l. For purposes of this section, the board of county

commissioners shall serve as the metropolitan planning
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233 organization in those counties which are not located in a
234| metropolitan planning organization and shall be involved in the
235 development of the district work program to the same extent as a
236| metropolitan planning organization.
237 2. The district work program shall be developed
238 cooperatively from the outset with the various metropolitan
239| planning organizations of the state and include, to the maximum
240 extent feasible, the project priorities of metropolitan planning
241| organizations which have been submitted to the district by
242 October 1 of each year pursuant to s. 339.175(8) (b); however,
243| the department and a metropolitan planning organization may, in
244 writing, cooperatively agree to vary this submittal date. To
245 assist the metropolitan planning organizations in developing
246| their lists of project priorities, the district shall disclose
247 to each metropolitan planning organization any anticipated
248 changes in the allocation or programming of state and federal
249 funds which may affect the inclusion of metropolitan planning
250 organization project priorities in the district work program.
251 3. Before Prier—te submittal of the district work program
252 to the central office, the district shall provide the affected
253 metropolitan planning organization with written justification
254 for any project proposed to be rescheduled or deleted from the
255| district work program which project is part of the metropolitan
256| planning organization’s transportation improvement program and
257 is contained in the last 4 years of the previous adopted work
258| program. By no later than 14 days after submittal of the
259| district work program to the central office, the affected

260| metropolitan planning organization may file an objection to such

261 rescheduling or deletion. When an objection is filed with the
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secretary, the rescheduling or deletion may not be included in
the district work program unless the inclusion of such

rescheduling or deletion is specifically approved by the

o o N ~ n o n + o xz~ o n £ + 1+ nt N+ Xz T.L . 1 orr
o AT T U)\JJ\.IK/L.,_LUJ.J.Q i S T CO A SPIA VAN @ RuN iy W it &5 i WS S N i § . CTII C I T CTOOCT IV VA= =) t/J_u\.jJ_uJ.I.L
]z henrn + 1 vt oo haoao v~ ~xrzanl + 1 rooa~h A0 ey ~

\JLLL_Y WITTTT T QC\./.LCL,(.;L_L_Y T1ITTOO (.A.tJtJJ_\JVC\A T _LCLJ\./LLC\ALALLLL\j A\
deletion+

(d) Before Prier—+e the submission of the district work
program to the central office, each district office shall hold a
public hearing in at least one urbanized area in the district
and shall make a presentation at a meeting of each metropolitan
planning organization in the district to determine the necessity
of making any changes to projects included or to be included in
the district work program and to hear requests for new projects
to be added to, or existing projects to be deleted from, the
district work program. However, the district and metropolitan
planning organization shall minimize changes to, deletions from,
or adjustments to projects or project phases contained in the 4
common years of the previous adopted work program and the
district work program. The district shall provide the
metropolitan planning organization with a written explanation
for any project which is contained in the metropolitan planning
organization’s transportation improvement program and which is
not included in the district work program. The metropolitan
planning organization may request in writing to the appropriate
district secretary further consideration of any specific project
not included or not adequately addressed in the district work
program. The district secretary shall acknowledge and review all

such requests before p¥rier—+te the submission of the district
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work program to the central office and shall forward a copy of

such regquests to the secretary and—the FloridaTransportation
q y [C ¥ Eaw ¥ I L T O 1 TJTC J.J_(_All»._)t/\JJ_ CCTCTITOTT

CAamma oo o P T oMt o oo n ok ~11 a1 SRR Yoot o 9 oo
VT 1500 O T U T 1T CUTTIIT 150 o U1 [ 2 NN iy & R S [ Ei N L P i W AW § o T T - \1&,{ o O i S O
RN IET N S NN £ + ot 4 2o PR PANE N PR NG NPT A 2o}

AVl ®, Y N O i} & B WS S W i . CIT C ITCTOCTC IV VA= = ) LJJ_u\jJ_LA.J.I.I..

(f) The central office shall submit a preliminary copy of
the tentative work program to the Executive Office of the

Governor,

the legislative appropriations committees, theFlerida

ommissieny and the Department of Economic

r QN
LTI o PO

O

pportunity at least 14 days before prier—+te the convening of

Before Prier—+teo the submission
of the tentative work program statewide—publiehearing required
by paragraph (g), '

transmit to the department Flerida—TFranspeorta

the regular legislative session.

O

the Department of Economic Opportunity shall
Ial

qr

1 an mma oo
TOTT oMMTESSFHoh a

list of those projects and project phases contained in the
tentative work program which are identified as being
inconsistent with approved local government comprehensive plans.
For urbanized areas of metropolitan planning organizations, the
list may not contain any project or project phase that is
scheduled in a transportation improvement program unless such

inconsistency has been previously reported to the affected

metropolitan planning organization.
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2017, in any county as defined in s. 125.011(1):

a. The authority may not increase a toll unless the
increase is justified to the satisfaction of the authority by a
traffic and revenue study conducted by an independent third
party, except for an increase to the extent necessary to adjust
for inflation pursuant to the procedure for toll rate
adjustments provided in s. 338.165.

b. A toll increase must be approved by a two-thirds wvote of
the expressway authority board.

c. The amount of toll revenues used for administrative
expenses by the authority may not be greater than 10 percent
above the annual state average of administrative costs

determined as provided in this sub-subparagraph. The department

o] a1 AN Moo oo~
[EEE S S 1S S S ¥ ¥ Y SAT F

aEteon—Commissieorn shall determine the annual

state average of administrative costs based on the annual
administrative expenses of all the expressway authorities of
this state. For purposes of this sub-subparagraph,
administrative expenses include, but are not limited to,
employee salaries and benefits, small business outreach,
insurance, professional service contracts not directly related
to the operation and maintenance of the expressway system, and
other overhead costs. The—ceommission may odopt—rulesnpeecessary
%Hﬁ@%%@%hﬁ%w } } 0

d. On transportation facilities constructed after July 1,
2017, there must be a distance of at least 5 miles between main
through-lane tolling points. The distance requirement of this
sub-subparagraph does not apply to entry and exit ramps.

2. Notwithstanding s. 338.165 or any other provision of law

to the contrary, in any county as defined in s. 125.011(1), to
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the extent surplus revenues exist, they may be used for purposes
enumerated in subsection (8), provided the expenditures are
consistent with the metropolitan planning organization’s adopted
long-range plan.

3. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the
contrary, but subject to any contractual requirements contained
in documents securing any outstanding indebtedness payable from
tolls, in any county as defined in s. 125.011(1), the board of
county commissioners may, by ordinance adopted on or before
September 30, 1999, alter or abolish existing tolls and
currently approved increases thereto if the board provides a
local source of funding to the county expressway system for
transportation in an amount sufficient to replace revenues
necessary to meet bond obligations secured by such tolls and
increases.

Section 8. Paragraphs (j) and (m) of subsection (2) of
section 110.205, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

110.205 Career service; exemptions.—

(2) EXEMPT POSITIONS.—The exempt positions that are not
covered by this part include the following:

(J) The appointed secretaries and the State Surgeon
General, assistant secretaries, deputy secretaries, and deputy
assistant secretaries of all departments; the executive
directors, assistant executive directors, deputy executive
directors, and deputy assistant executive directors of all
departments; the directors of all divisions and those positions
determined by the department to have managerial responsibilities
comparable to such positions, which positions include, but are

not limited to, program directors, assistant program directors,
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436| district administrators, deputy district administrators, the
437 Director of Central Operations Services of the Department of
438| Children and Families, the State Transportation Development
439 Administrator, the State Public Transportation and Modal
440| Administrator, district secretaries, district directors of
441 transportation development, transportation operations,
442 transportation support, and the managers of the offices of the
443| Department of Transportation specified in s. 20.23(2) (b) 5=

444 20233+ b}. Unless otherwise fixed by law, the department shall

445 set the salary and benefits of these positions and the positions
446 of county health department directors and county health

447 department administrators of the Department of Health in

448 accordance with the rules of the Senior Management Service.

449 (m) All assistant division director, deputy division

450| director, and bureau chief positions in any department, and

451 those positions determined by the department to have managerial
452 responsibilities comparable to such positions, which include,
453| but are not limited to:

454 1. Positions in the Department of Health and the Department
455 of Children and Families which are assigned primary duties of
456 serving as the superintendent or assistant superintendent of an
457 institution.

458 2. Positions in the Department of Corrections which are

459| assigned primary duties of serving as the warden, assistant

460 warden, colonel, or major of an institution or that are assigned
461| primary duties of serving as the circuit administrator or deputy
462 circuit administrator.

463 3. Positions in the Department of Transportation which are

464 assigned primary duties of serving as regional toll managers and
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465 managers of offices, as specified in s. 20.23(2) (b) and (3) (c)
466 S+—20-233 b r—and—4)fte).
467 4. Positions in the Department of Environmental Protection

468| which are assigned the duty of an Environmental Administrator or
469| program administrator.

470 5. Positions in the Department of Health which are assigned
471 the duties of Environmental Administrator, Assistant County

472 Health Department Director, and County Health Department

473| Financial Administrator.

474 6. Positions in the Department of Highway Safety and Motor
475| Vehicles which are assigned primary duties of serving as

476 captains in the Florida Highway Patrol.

477
478 Unless otherwise fixed by law, the department shall set the

479| salary and benefits of the positions listed in this paragraph in
480 accordance with the rules established for the Selected Exempt
481 Service.

482 Section 9. This act shall take effect July 1, 2019.
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