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A bill to be entitled
An act relating to the Voluntary Prekindergarten
Education Program; amending s. 1002.53, F.S.;
requiring a parent of a student enrolled in the
Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program to submit
his or her student for a specified screening;
conforming provisions to changes made by the act;
amending s. 1002.55, F.S.; conforming provisions to
changes made by the act; amending s. 1002.59, F.S.;
requiring the Office of Early Learning to make
available professional development and training
courses that meet certain criteria; amending ss.
1002.61 and 1002.63, F.S.; conforming provisions to
changes made by the act; amending s. 1002.67, F.S.;
requiring the office to develop performance standards
for certain mathematical and executive functioning
skills; requiring the Department of Education and the
office to provide for a coordinated assessment system
for specified purposes; conforming provisions to
changes made by the act; creating s. 1002.68, F.S.;
requiring each private prekindergarten provider and
public school participating in the program to
participate in a program assessment; providing
requirements for such assessment; requiring the office
and department to develop a statewide end-of-
prekindergarten screening for specified purposes;
providing requirements for such screening; requiring
certain data to be stored in a specified department

data warehouse; requiring the office to calculate a
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program score for each private prekindergarten
provider and public school participating in the
program; requiring the office to establish a minimum
program score that such providers and schools must
meet; providing requirements for such providers and
schools that do not meet such score; authorizing the
office to grant good cause exemptions to private
prekindergarten providers and public schools that meet
certain criteria; providing requirements for such good
cause exemptions; amending s. 1002.69, F.S.; revising
the standards used to establish the statewide
kindergarten screening; requiring certain screenings
to be administered to students who enroll in a public
school for the first time; providing reporting
requirements for such screening; providing for
screenings to be re-administered to certain students;
providing requirements for screenings that are re-
administered; requiring the department, rather than
the office, to calculate each public school’s
kindergarten readiness rate; revising the requirements
for such calculation; requiring certain data to be
stored in a specified department data warehouse;
conforming provisions to changes made by the act;
amending s. 1002.73, F.S.; requiring the department to
adopt procedures for the identification of an
alternate kindergarten screening; conforming
provisions to changes made by the act; amending s.
1002.75, F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made

by the act; providing an effective date.
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Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (b) of subsection (5) of section
1002.53, Florida Statutes, is amended, and paragraph (d) is
added to subsection (6) of that section, to read:

1002.53 Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program;
eligibility and enrollment.—

(5) The early learning coalition shall provide each parent
enrolling a child in the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education
Program with a profile of every private prekindergarten provider
and public school delivering the program within the county where
the child is being enrolled. The profiles shall be provided to
parents in a format prescribed by the Office of Early Learning.
The profiles must include, at a minimum, the following
information about each provider and school:

(b) The provider’s or school’s program score kindergarten
readiness—rate calculated in accordance with s. 1002.68 s=
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(6)

(d) Each parent who enrolls his or her child in the

Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program must submit his or

her child for the statewide end-of-prekindergarten screening

administered pursuant to s. 1002.68.

Section 2. Subsection (6) i1s added to section 1002.55,

Florida Statutes, to read:
1002.55 School-year prekindergarten program delivered by

private prekindergarten providers.—
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88 (6) Each early learning coalition must verify that each

89| private prekindergarten provider delivering the Voluntary

90 Prekindergarten Education Program within the coalition’s county

91 or multicounty region complies with this part. If a private

92| prekindergarten provider fails or refuses to comply with this

93| part, or if a provider engages in misconduct, the office shall

94 require the early learning coalition to remove the provider from

95 eligibility to deliver the program and receive state funds under

96| this part for a period of at least 2 years and up to 5 years.

97 Section 3. Section 1002.59, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to
98 read:
99 1002.59 Emergent literacy and performance standards

100 training courses and professional development.—

101 (1) The office shall adopt minimum standards for one or

102 more training courses in emergent literacy for prekindergarten
103 instructors. Each course must comprise 5 clock hours and provide
104 instruction in strategies and techniques to address the age-

105 appropriate progress of prekindergarten students in developing
106| emergent literacy skills, including oral communication,

107 knowledge of print and letters, phonemic and phonological

108 awareness, and vocabulary and comprehension development. Each
109 course must also provide resources containing strategies that
110 allow students with disabilities and other special needs to

111 derive maximum benefit from the Voluntary Prekindergarten

112 Education Program. Successful completion of an emergent literacy
113 training course approved under this section satisfies

114 requirements for approved training in early literacy and

115 language development under ss. 402.305(2) (e)5., 402.313(6), and
116| 402.3131(5).
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117 (2) The office shall adopt minimum standards for one or
118 more training courses on the performance standards adopted under

119 s. 1002.67(1) and the domains listed in s. 1002.68 (1) (b), which

120| must include, but not be limited to, training relating to

121| mathematical thinking and executive functioning. Each course

122| must be comprised of eemprise at least 3 clock hours, provide

123 instruction in strategies and techniques to address age-
124 appropriate progress of each child in attaining the standards,
125 and be available online.

126 (3) The office shall make available professional

127| development and training courses that support prekindergarten

128 instructors in increasing the competency of teacher-child

129 interactions. Each course must be comprised of at least 8 clock

130 hours, provide instruction in strategies and techniques to

131 address the age-appropriate progress of each child in attaining

132 the standards, and be available online.

133 Section 4. Subsection (9) is added to section 1002.61,

134 Florida Statutes, to read:

135 1002.61 Summer prekindergarten program delivered by public
136 schools and private prekindergarten providers.—

137 (9) (a) Each early learning coalition shall verify that each

138| private prekindergarten provider delivering the Voluntary

139 Prekindergarten Education Program within the coalition’s county

140 or multicounty region complies with this part. Each district

141 school board shall verify that each public school delivering the

142| program within the school district complies with this part.

143 (b) If a private prekindergarten provider or public school

144 fails or refuses to comply with this part, or if a provider or

145 school engages in misconduct, the office shall require the early
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learning coalition to remove the provider or require the school

district to remove the school from eligibility to deliver the

Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program and receive state

funds under this part for a period of at least 2 years and up to

5 years.

Section 5. Subsection (9) is added to section 1002.63,
Florida Statutes, to read:

1002.63 School-year prekindergarten program delivered by
public schools.—

(9) (a) Each district school board shall verify that each

public school delivering the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education

Program within the school district complies with this part.

(b) If a public school fails or refuses to comply with this

part, or if a school engages in misconduct, the office shall

require the school district to remove the school from

eligibility to deliver the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education

Program and receive state funds under this part for a period of

at least 2 years and up to 5 years.

Section 6. Section 1002.67, Florida Statutes, is amended to

read:

1002.67 Performance standards andy curricula and
aecountability. —

(1) (a) The office shall develop and adopt performance
standards for students in the Voluntary Prekindergarten
Education Program. The performance standards must address the
age—-appropriate progress of students in the development of:

1. The capabilities, capacities, and skills required under
s. 1(b), Art. IX of the State Constitution; and

2. Emergent literacy skills, including oral communication,
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knowledge of print and letters, phonemic and phonological
awareness, and vocabulary and comprehension development;

3. Mathematical thinking and early math skills; and

4. Executive functioning skills.
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(b) At least every 3 years, the office and the department
shall jointly periedieally review and, if necessary, revise the

performance standards for the statewide end-of-prekindergarten
kindergarten screening administered under s. 1002.68(3) (a) 5=
1080269 and align the standards to the standards established by

the state board for student performance on the statewide

assessments administered pursuant to s. 1008.22. The office and

the department shall ensure that there is a coordinated

assessment system that allows for tracking the progress of

students in the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program

through grade 2 in order to provide timely interventions and

supports to students not meeting grade level expectations.

(2) (a) Each private prekindergarten provider and public
school may select or design the curriculum that the provider or
school uses to implement the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education
Program, except as otherwise required for a provider or school
that is placed on probation under paragraph (4) (c).

(b) Each private prekindergarten provider’s and public
school’s curriculum must be developmentally appropriate and

must:
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1. Be designed to prepare a student for early literacy and

provide for instruction in early math skills;

2. Enhance the age-appropriate progress of students in
attaining the performance standards adopted by the department
under subsection (1); and

3. Prepare students to be ready for kindergarten based upon
the statewide end-of-prekindergarten screening statewide
indergarten—sereening administered under s. 1002.68 s+—306682-69.

(c) The office shall review and approve curricula for use

by private prekindergarten providers and public schools that are
placed on probation under paragraph (4) (c). The office shall
maintain a list of the curricula approved under this paragraph.

FEach approved curriculum must meet the requirements of paragraph
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assessment that can be used for determining developmentally

appropriate learning gains and that has been approved by rule of

the State Board of Education.

(b) In order to be approved, the assessment must be valid,

reliable, developmentally appropriate, and designed to measure

student progress on domains that include, but are not limited

to, early literacy, numeracy, and language.

(c) The pre- and post-assessment must be administered by

individuals meeting requirements established by rule of the

state board.

(2) (a) Each private prekindergarten provider and public

school in the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program must

participate in a program assessment of each voluntary

prekindergarten education classroom. The program assessment

shall measure the quality of teacher-child interactions,

including emotional and behavioral support, engaged support for

learning, classroom organization, and instructional support for

children ages 3 to 5 years.

(b) The program assessment must be administered by

individuals meeting requirements established by rule of the

state board.

(3) (a) The office and the department shall adopt a

statewide end-of-prekindergarten screening that assesses the

readiness of each student for kindergarten based upon the

performance standards adopted under s. 1002.67(1) for the

Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program. The office shall

require that each early learning coalition or school district

administer the statewide end-of-prekindergarten screening to

each prekindergarten student in the Voluntary Prekindergarten

Page 11 of 22

CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




320
321
322
323
324
325
326
327
328
329
330
331
332
333
334
335
336
337
338
339
340
341
342
343
344
345
346
347
348

Florida Senate - 2019 SB 1594

25-01149B-19 20191594

Education Program within the last 30 school days of a school-

year prekindergarten program and within the last 10 days of a

summer prekindergarten program.

(b) The statewide end-of-prekindergarten screening shall

provide objective data concerning each student’s readiness for

kindergarten and progress in attaining the performance standards

adopted by the office under s. 1002.67(1). Data from the

screening, along with other available data, must be used to

identify students in need of intervention and support pursuant
to s. 1008.25(5).

(c) The statewide end-of-prekindergarten screening shall

incorporate mechanisms for recognizing potential variations in

kindergarten readiness rates for students with disabilities.

(d) The statewide end-of-prekindergarten screening must be

administered by individuals meeting requirements established by

rule of the state board.

(4) Data collected pursuant to this section must be

maintained in the department’s PK-20 Education Data Warehouse.

(5) (a) The office shall adopt a methodology for calculating

each provider’s program score, which must include program

assessment scores, developmentally appropriate learning gain

data from the pre- and post-assessment under subsection (1), and

the results of the statewide end-of-prekindergarten screening.

The office shall select an independent expert with experience in

relevant quantitative analysis, early childhood assessment, and

designing state-level accountability systems to develop the

methodology, which must include a weighted formula, for

calculating each provider’s score.

(b) The office shall adopt procedures to annually calculate
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349| each private prekindergarten provider’s and public school’s

350 program score based on the methodology adopted in paragraph (a).

351 (c) The office shall periodically adopt a minimum program

352| score that, if achieved by a private prekindergarten provider or

353| public school, would demonstrate the provider’s or school’s

354 satisfactory delivery of the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education

355 Program.

356 (6) (a) If a private prekindergarten provider’s or public

357 school’s program score falls below the minimum program score,

358| the early learning coalition or school district, as applicable,
359| shall:

360 1. Require the provider or school to submit an improvement

361| plan for approval by the coalition or school district, as

362 applicable, and to implement the plan;

363 2. Place the provider or school on probation; and

364 3. Require the provider or school to take certain

365| corrective actions, including the use of a curriculum approved

366| by the office under s. 1002.67(2) (c) or a staff development plan

367 to strengthen instruction in language development, phonological

368 awareness, and mathematical thinking approved by the office.

369 (b) A private prekindergarten provider or public school

370 that is placed on probation must continue the corrective actions

371 required under paragraph (a) until the provider or school meets

372 the minimum program score adopted by the office. Failure to meet

373 the requirements of subparagraphs (a)l. and 3. shall result in

374 the termination of the provider’s or school’s contract to

375| deliver the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program for a

376| period of at least 2 years and up to 5 years.

377 (c) If a private prekindergarten provider or public school
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378 remains on probation for 2 consecutive years and fails to meet

379 the minimum program score or is not granted a good cause

380| exemption by the office, the office shall require the early

381| learning coalition or the school district to revoke the

382| provider’s or school’s eligibility to deliver the Voluntary

383 Prekindergarten Education Program and receive state funds for

384 the program for a period of at least 2 years and up to 5 years.

385 (7) (a) The office, upon the request of a private

386| prekindergarten provider or public school that remains on

387| probation for at least 2 consecutive years and subsequently

388 fails to meet the minimum program score adopted pursuant to

389| paragraph (5) (c), and for good cause shown, may grant to the

390| provider or school an exemption from being determined ineligible

391 to deliver the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program and

392 receive state funds for the program. Such exemption is valid for

393 1 year and, upon the request of the private prekindergarten

394| provider or public school and for good cause shown, may be

395 renewed.

396 (b) A private prekindergarten provider’s or public school’s

397 request for a good cause exemption, or renewal of such an

398 exemption, must be submitted to the office in the manner and

399| within the timeframes prescribed by the office and must include

400 the following:

401 1. Data from the private prekindergarten provider or public

402 school which documents the achievement and progress of the

403 children served, as measured by any required screenings or

404 assessments.

405 2. Data from the program assessment data required under

406| paragraph (2) (a) which demonstrates effective teaching practices
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407 as recognized by the program assessment tool developer.

408 3. Data from the early learning coalition or district

409| school board, as applicable, the Department of Children and

410| Families, the local licensing authority, or an accrediting

411 association, as applicable, relating to the private

412| prekindergarten provider’s or public school’s compliance with

413 state and local health and safety standards.

414 (c) The office shall adopt criteria for granting good cause

415 exemptions. Such criteria must include, but is not limited to,

416 all of the following:

417 1. Learning gains of children served in the Voluntary

418 Prekindergarten Education Program by the private prekindergarten

419| provider or public school.

420 2. Program assessment data under paragraph (2) (a) which

421 demonstrates effective teaching practices as recognized by the

422| program assessment tool developer.

423 3. Verification that local and state health and safety

424 requirements are met.

425 (d) A good cause exemption may not be granted to any

426| private prekindergarten provider or public school that has any

427 class I violations or two or more class II violations within the

428 2 years preceding the provider’s or school’s request for the

429| exemption. For purposes of this paragraph, class I and class II

430| wviolations have the same meaning as provided in s. 402.281(4).

431 (e) A private prekindergarten provider or public school

432| granted a good cause exemption shall continue to implement its

433 improvement plan and continue the corrective actions required

434 under subsection (6) until the provider or school meets the

435 minimum program score.

Page 15 of 22
CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




436
437
438
439
440
441
442
443
444
445
446
447
448
449
450
451
452
453
454
455
456
457
458
459
460
461
462
463
464

Florida Senate - 2019 SB 1594

25-01149B-19 20191594

(f) If a good cause exemption is granted to a private

prekindergarten provider or public school that remains on

probation for 2 consecutive years, the office shall notify the

early learning coalition or school district of the good cause

exemption and direct that the coalition or school district not

remove the provider from eligibility to deliver the Voluntary

Prekindergarten Education Program or to receive state funds for

the program, if the provider meets all other applicable

requirements of this part.

Section 8. Section 1002.69, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to
read:
1002.69 Statewide kindergarten screening andy kindergarten
readiness ratesi+——state—approvedprekindergartern——enroliment
e | on
(1) The department shall adopt a statewide kindergarten
screening that assesses the readiness of each student for

kindergarten based upon the performance standards adopted by the

department under s. 1003.41 s-—3002-67+{1)—Feor—+the Veoluntary

Prekindergarten Edueation Program. The department shall require

that each school district administer the statewide kindergarten

screening or an alternative kindergarten screening approved by

the department to each kindergarten student in the school

district within the first 30 school days of each school year or

upon enrollment into public school for the first time. Each

school district must provide a student’s performance results to

the student’s teachers within 1 week and to the student’s

parents no later than 30 days after the administration.
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465 i i
466 (2) The—statewide kindergarten serecening shall proevide
467
468
469 adeptedby—theofficewnder 530602671}~ Data from the

470 screening, along with other available data, must be used to

471 identify students in need of intervention and support pursuant

472 to s. 1008.25(5).

473 (3) The statewide kindergarten screening shall incorporate
474| mechanisms for recognizing potential variations in kindergarten
475| readiness rates for students with disabilities.

476 (4) School districts must re—-administer the statewide

477 screening or an alternative kindergarten screening approved by

478 the department no sooner than the last 45 days of school and no

479 later than the last 30 days of school to all students who did

480 not score above the readiness level. School districts must

481| provide a student’s performance results to the student’s

482 teachers within 1 week and to the student’s parents no later

483| than 30 days after the administration Eaeh—parent—wheo—enroltls

484 his—erherechild in—the Voluntarvy PrekindergartenEducation

485| Preogrammust—Submit—theehitd for the statewide kindergarten
486| serceningr—regordiess—oefwhether the ehild isadmitted+o

487

488

489 | kindergoarten—screening forechildrenadmitted tokindergarten—in
490 a—ronpublie—sechool.

491 (5) The department effiee shall adopt procedures to

492| annually calculate:

493 (a) Each privateprekindergartenproviderls—and public
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Section 9. Paragraphs (d) and (g) of subsection (2) of
section 1002.73, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1002.73 Department of Education; powers and duties;
accountability requirements.—

(2) The department shall adopt procedures for its:

(d) Identification of alternative kindergarten screenings

that equate to the statewide kindergarten screening established

under s. 1002.69 (1) Implementation—of;——and determination—of
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Section 10. Paragraph (e) of subsection (2) and paragraphs
(a), (b), and (c) of subsection (3) of section 1002.75, Florida
Statutes, are amended to read:

1002.75 Office of Early Learning; powers and duties.—

(2) The Office of Early Learning shall adopt procedures
governing the administration of the Voluntary Prekindergarten
Education Program by the early learning coalitions and school
districts for:

(e) Verifying the compliance of private prekindergarten
providers and public schools and removing providers or schools

from eligibility to deliver the program due to noncompliance or

misconduct as—preovided—Tn—s-—3002-67.
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610 (3) The Office of Early Learning shall adopt, in
611 consultation with and subject to approval by the department,
612| procedures governing the administration of the Voluntary
613| Prekindergarten Education Program by the early learning
614| coalitions and school districts for:

615 (a) Approving improvement plans of private prekindergarten

616| providers and public schools under s. 1002.68 s+—3b082-6+.

617 (b) Placing private prekindergarten providers and public
618| schools on probation and requiring corrective actions under s.
619| 1002.68 s+—30602-67.

620 (c) Removing a private prekindergarten provider or public
621 school from eligibility to deliver the program due to the
622| provider’s or school’s remaining on probation beyond the time

623| permitted under s. 1002.68 s+—3602-6+. Notwithstanding any other

624| provision of law, if a private prekindergarten provider has been
625| cited for a class I violation, as defined by rule, the coalition
626| may refuse to contract with the provider or revoke the

627| provider’s eligibility to deliver the Voluntary Prekindergarten
628| Education Program.

629 Section 11. This act shall take effect July 1, 2019.
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