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A bill to be entitled
An act relating to marriage and family therapists;
amending s. 491.005, F.S.; providing equivalent
education requirements for licensure by examination;
conforming provisions to changes made by the act;
amending s. 491.006, F.S.; deleting certain education

requirements for licensure or certification by

O < o oo w N

endorsement; providing an effective date.

10| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
11
12 Section 1. Subsection (3) of section 491.005, Florida

13 Statutes, 1s amended to read:

14 491.005 Licensure by examination.—

15 (3) MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPY.—Upon verification of

16| documentation and payment of a fee not to exceed $200, as set by
17 board rule, plus the actual cost te—fthedepartment for the

18| purchase of the examination from the Association of Marital and

19| Family Therapy Regulatory Boards Beard, or its successor simitar

20| =wetienmat organization, the department shall issue a license as a
21| marriage and family therapist to an applicant who the board

22 certifies:

23 (a) Has submitted an application and paid the appropriate
24 fee.
25 (b)3= Has a minimum of a master's degree with major
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The required master's degree must have been received in an
institution of higher education which at the time the applicant
graduated was: fully accredited by a regional accrediting body

recognized by the Council for Higher Education Accreditation

publicly recognized as a member in good standing with the

Asseeiagtion—of Universities amd—ECelleges—oef Canada; or an
institution of higher education located outside the United
States and Canada, which at the time the applicant was enrolled
and at the time the applicant graduated maintained a standard of
training substantially equivalent to the standards of training
of those institutions in the United States which are accredited

by a regional accrediting body recognized by the Council for

Higher Education Accreditation Cemmission—eonRecognition—-of
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101| PestsecondaryAeereditatien. Such foreign education and training

102| must have been received in an institution or program of higher
103 education officially recognized by the government of the country
104 in which it is located as an institution or program to train

105 students to practice as professional marriage and family

106 therapists or psychotherapists. The burden of establishing that
107 the requirements of this provision have been met shall be upon
108| the applicant, and the board shall require documentation, such
109| as, but not limited to, an evaluation by a foreign equivalency
110| determination service, as evidence that the applicant's graduate
111| degree program and education were equivalent to an accredited
112| program in this country. An applicant with a master's degree

113 from a program which did not emphasize marriage and family

114 therapy may complete the coursework requirement in a training
115 institution fully accredited by the Commission on Accreditation
116 for Marriage and Family Therapy Education recognized by the

117 United States Department of Education.

118 (c) Has had at least 2 years of clinical experience during
119| which 50 percent of the applicant's clients were receiving

120| marriage and family therapy services, which must be at the post-
121| master's level under the supervision of a licensed marriage and
122 family therapist with at least 5 years of experience, or the

123 equivalent, who is a qualified supervisor as determined by the
124| Dboard. An individual who intends to practice in Florida to

125 satisfy the clinical experience requirements must register
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pursuant to s. 491.0045 before commencing practice. If a

graduate has a master's degree with a major emphasis in marriage

and family therapy or a closely related field £hat—didnet
elud 11 4 } . | | 1 ] ]
e+, credit for the post-master's level clinical

experience shall not commence until the applicant has completed

10—ef the graduate courses required under

subparagraph (b) sub-subparagraphs—{b+ta-——e-, as determined by

the board A S+ 1 St L oAt~y Ao r O i~ Ao £
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2 3 years of required experience, the applicant shall provide
direct individual, group, or family therapy and counseling, to
include the following categories of cases: unmarried dyads,
married couples, separating and divorcing couples, and family
groups including children. A doctoral internship may be applied
toward the clinical experience requirement. A licensed mental
health professional must be on the premises when clinical
services are provided by a registered intern in a private
practice setting.

(d) Has passed a theory and practice examination
designated prewvided by the board department for this purpose.

(e) Has demonstrated, in a manner designated by rule of
the board, knowledge of the laws and rules governing the

practice of clinical social work, marriage and family therapy,
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and mental health counseling.

(f) For the purposes of dual licensure, the department
shall license as a marriage and family therapist any person who
meets the requirements of s. 491.0057. Fees for dual licensure
shall not exceed those stated in this subsection.

Section 2. Section 491.006, Florida Statutes, i1s amended
to read:

491.006 Licensure or certification by endorsement.—

(1) The department shall license or grant a certificate to
a person in a profession regulated by this chapter who, upon
applying to the department and remitting the appropriate fee,
demonstrates to the board that he or she:

(a) Has demonstrated, in a manner designated by rule of
the board, knowledge of the laws and rules governing the
practice of clinical social work, marriage and family therapy,
and mental health counseling.

(b)1. Holds an active valid license to practice and has
actively practiced the profession for which licensure is applied

in another state for 3 of the last 5 years immediately preceding

licensure.
o) M + o + Aia o+ o n rocdiil roamaoant o £ + 1 o ol N r £ r
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.3+ Has passed a substantially equivalent licensing
examination in another state or has passed the licensure

examination in this state in the profession for which the
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176 applicant seeks licensure.

177 3.4+ Holds a license in good standing, is not under

178 investigation for an act that would constitute a violation of
179 this chapter, and has not been found to have committed any act
180 that would constitute a violation of this chapter. The fees paid
181| by any applicant for certification as a master social worker
182| under this section are nonrefundable.

183 (2) The department shall not issue a license or

184 certificate by endorsement to any applicant who is under

185| investigation in this or another jurisdiction for an act which
186| would constitute a violation of this chapter until such time as
187 the investigation is complete, at which time the provisions of
188 s. 491.009 shall apply.

189 Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 20109.
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