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LEGISLATIVE ACTION

Senate
Comm: RCS
02/05/2019

The Committee on Judiciary

Senate Substitute for Amendment (977268)

amendment)

Delete lines 357 - 398
and insert:
Section 5. Subsection (1) of

Statutes, 1is amended to read:

34.01 Jurisdiction of county
(1)
(a)

courts.+

County courts shall have

In all misdemeanor cases
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(b) Of all violations of municipal and county ordinances.s

(c)1l. Of all actions at law filed on or before December 31,

2019, in which the matter in controversy does not exceed the sum

of $15,000, exclusive of interest, costs, and attorney
atteorneyls fees, except those within the exclusive Jjurisdiction
of the circuit courts.;—and

2. Of all actions at law filed on or after January 1, 2020,

in which the matter in controversy does not exceed the sum of

$30,000, exclusive of interest, costs, and attorney fees,

except:

a. Actions within the exclusive jurisdiction of the circuit

courts; and

b. Actions relating to damages or losses covered by an

insurance policy, including coverage disputes, in which the

matter in controversy exceeds the sum of $25,000, exclusive of

interest, costs, and attorney fees.

3. Of all actions at law filed on or after January 1, 2022,

in which the matter in controversy does not exceed the sum of

$50,000, exclusive of interest, costs, and attorney fees,

except:

a. Actions within the exclusive jurisdiction of the circuit

courts; and

b. Actions relating to damages or losses covered by an

insurance policy, including coverage disputes, in which the

matter in controversy exceeds the sum of $25,000, exclusive of

interest, costs, and attorney fees.

The limits in subparagraph 3. must be adjusted every 10 years

after January 1, 2022, to reflect the rate of inflation or
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deflation as indicated in the Consumer Price Index for All Urban

Consumers, U.S. City Average, All Items, or successor reports as

reported by the United States Department of Labor, Bureau of

Labor Statistics, or its successor. Such adjustments must be

rounded to the nearest $5,000.

(d) Of disputes occurring in the homeowners’ associations
as described in s. 720.311(2) (a), which shall be concurrent with

jurisdiction of the circuit courts.

By March 1, 2021, the State Courts Administrator shall make

recommendations regarding the adjustment of county court

jurisdiction to the Governor, the President of the Senate, and

the Speaker of the House of Representatives. The recommendation

must include an analysis of workflow, timely access to court by

litigants, and any resulting fiscal impact to the state as a

result of adjusted jurisdictional limits.

Section 6. Subsection (2) of section 28.241, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

28.241 Filing fees for trial and appellate proceedings.—

(2) (a) Upon the institution of any appellate proceeding
from any lower court to the circuit court of any such county,
including appeals filed by a county or municipality as provided
in s. 34.041(5), or from the circuit court to an appellate court
of the state, the clerk shall charge and collect from the party
or parties instituting such appellate proceedings:

1. A filing fee not to exceed $280 for filing a notice of

appeal from the county court to the circuit court, excluding a

civil case where the matter in controversy was more than

$15,000. anrdr
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2. A filing fee not to exceed $400 for filing a notice of

appeal from the county court to the circuit court for a civil

case where the matter in controversy was more than $15,000. The

clerk shall remit $250 of each filing fee collected under this

subparagraph to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the

General Revenue Fund, and the clerk shall remit $50 of each

filing fee to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the

State Courts Revenue Trust Fund to fund court operations as

authorized in the General Appropriations Act. The clerk shall

retain an accounting of each such remittance.

3. In addition to the filing fee required under s. 25.241
or s. 35.22, $100 for filing a notice of appeal from the circuit
court to the district court of appeal or to the Supreme Court.

(b) If the party is determined to be indigent, the clerk

shall defer payment of the fee required by this subsection.

Section 7. Subsection (1) of section 34.041, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

34.041 Filing fees.—

(1) (a) Filing fees are due at the time a party files a
pleading to initiate a proceeding or files a pleading for
relief. Reopen fees are due at the time a party files a pleading
to reopen a proceeding if at least 90 days have elapsed since
the filing of a final order or final Jjudgment with the clerk. If
a fee is not paid upon the filing of the pleading as required
under this section, the clerk shall pursue collection of the fee
pursuant to s. 28.246. Upon the institution of any civil action,
suit, or proceeding in county court, the party shall pay the
following filing fee, not to exceed:

1. For all claims less than S$S100.. ...ttt teennn.. $50.
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2. For all claims of $100 or more but not more than

S 1 0 $75
3. For all claims of more than $500 but not more than

S 1 $170
4, For all claims of more than $2,500 but not more than

0 $295
5. For all claims more than $15,000..... ..t enennn. $395.

6.5+ In addition, for all proceedings of garnishment,
attachment, replevin, and distressS.. ...ttt ennnenns $85.

7.6+ Notwithstanding subparagraphs 3. and 6.5+, for all
claims of not more than $1,000 filed simultaneously with an

action for replevin of property that is the subject of the

The filing fee in subparagraph 7.6+ is the total fee due under
this paragraph for that type of filing, and no other filing fee
under this paragraph may be assessed against such a filing.

(b) The first $15 of the filing fee collected under
subparagraph (a)4. and the first $10 of the filing fee collected
under subparagraph (a)8.4&3r+= shall be deposited in the State
Courts Revenue Trust Fund. By the 10th day of each month, the
clerk shall submit that portion of the fees collected in the
previous month which is in excess of one-twelfth of the clerk’s
total budget for the performance of court-related functions to
the Department of Revenue for deposit into the Clerks of the
Court Trust Fund. An additional filing fee of $4 shall be paid
to the clerk. The clerk shall transfer $3.50 to the Department

of Revenue for deposit into the Court Education Trust Fund and
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shall transfer 50 cents to the Department of Revenue for deposit
into the Administrative Trust Fund within the Department of
Financial Services to fund clerk education provided by the
Florida Clerks of Court Operations Corporation. Postal charges
incurred by the clerk of the county court in making service by
mail on defendants or other parties shall be paid by the party
at whose instance service is made. Except as provided in this
section, filing fees and service charges for performing duties
of the clerk relating to the county court shall be as provided
in ss. 28.24 and 28.241. Except as otherwise provided in this
section, all filing fees shall be retained as fee income of the
office of the clerk of the circuit court. Filing fees imposed by
this section may not be added to any penalty imposed by chapter
316 or chapter 318.

(c) A party in addition to a party described in paragraph
(a) who files a pleading in an original civil action in the
county court for affirmative relief by cross-claim,
counterclaim, counterpetition, or third-party complaint, or who
files a notice of cross-appeal or notice of joinder or motion to
intervene as an appellant, cross-appellant, or petitioner, shall
pay the clerk of court a fee of $295 if the relief sought by the
party under this paragraph exceeds $2,500. The clerk shall remit
the fee to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the
General Revenue Fund. This fee does not apply if the cross-
claim, counterclaim, counterpetition, or third-party complaint
requires transfer of the case from county to circuit court.
However, the party shall pay to the clerk the standard filing
fee for the court to which the case is to be transferred.

(d) The clerk of court shall collect a service charge of
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$10 for issuing a summons or an electronic certified copy of a
summons. The clerk shall assess the fee against the party
seeking to have the summons issued.

(e) Of the first $200 in filing fees payable under

subparagraph (a)5., $195 must be remitted to the Department of

Revenue for deposit into the State Courts Revenue Trust Fund, $4

must be remitted to the Department of Revenue for deposit into

the Administrative Trust Fund within the Department of Financial

Services and used to fund the contract with the Florida Clerks

of Court Operations Corporation created in s. 28.35, and $1 must

be remitted to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the

Administrative Trust Fund within the Department of Financial

Services to fund audits of individual clerks’ court-related

expenditures conducted by the Department of Financial Services.

By the 10th day of each month, the clerk shall submit that

portion of the filing fees collected pursuant to this subsection

in the previous month which is in excess of one-twelfth of the

clerk’s total budget to the Department of Revenue for deposit
into the Clerks of the Court Trust Fund.

================= T I T LE A MENIDMENT =s===============
And the title is amended as follows:

Delete line 46
and insert:

Legislature by a specified date; amending s. 28.241,

F.S.; adjusting filing fees for appeals of certain

county court cases; amending s. 34.041, F.S.;

adjusting county court civil filing fees based on

claim values; providing for distribution of the fees;
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186 amending s. 44.108,
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