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COMMITTEE/SUBCOMMITTEE AMENDMENT

Bill No. CS/HB 337 (2019)
Amendment No.

COMMITTEE/SUBCOMMITTEE ACTION

ADOPTED __ (Y/N)

ADOPTED AS AMENDED _ (Y/N)

ADOPTED W/O OBJECTION _ (Y/N)

FAILED TO ADOPT _ (Y/N)

WITHDRAWN _(Y/N)

OTHER L

Committee/Subcommittee hearing bill: Judiciary Committee

Representative Leek offered the following:

Amendment (with title amendment)

Remove lines 76-285 and insert:

Section 2. Effective January 1, 2020, subsection (1) of
section 26.012, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

(1) Circuit courts shall have jurisdiction of appeals from
county courts except:

(a) Appeals of county court orders or judgments where the

amount in controversy is greater than $15,000.

(b) Appeals of county court orders or judgments declaring

invalid a state statute or a provision of the State

Constitution.—and—exeept
(c) Orders or judgments of a county court which are

certified by the county court to the district court of appeal to
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COMMITTEE/SUBCOMMITTEE AMENDMENT

Bill No. CS/HB 337 (2019)
Amendment No.

be of great public importance and which are accepted by the

district court of appeal for review.

Circuit courts shall have jurisdiction of appeals from final
administrative orders of local government code enforcement
boards.

Section 3. Effective January 1, 2020, subsection (2) of
section 28.241, Florida Statutes, i1s amended to read:

28.241 Filing fees for trial and appellate proceedings.—

(2) Upon the institution of any appellate proceeding from
any lower court to the circuit court of any such county,
including appeals filed by a county or municipality as provided
in s. 34.041(5), or from the county or circuit court to an
appellate court of the state, the clerk shall charge and collect
from the party or parties instituting such appellate proceedings
a filing fee not to exceed $280 for filing a notice of appeal
from the county court to the circuit court and, in addition to
the filing fee required under s. 25.241 or s. 35.22, $100 for
filing a notice of appeal from the county or circuit court to
the district court of appeal or to the Supreme Court. If the
party is determined to be indigent, the clerk shall defer

payment of the fee otherwise required by this subsection.

Section 4. Subsection (1) of section 34.01, Florida
Statutes, 1is amended to read:

34.01 Jurisdiction of county court.—
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Bill No.
Amendment No.

County
In all

Of all

Of all actions at law,

CS/HB 337

courts shall have original jurisdiction:

violations of municipal and county ordinances.s

except those within the

exclusive jurisdiction of the circuit courts,

£ 5 _NAN
T Sa AvAvAY)

matter in controversy does not exceed the—-sum

exclusive of interest, costs,

A

’

~

I I S

(2019)

misdemeanor cases not cognizable by the circuit

in which the

o
A

If filed on or before December 31,

2019,

the sum of

$15,000.

2. If filed on or after January 1, 2020,

the sum of

$30,000.

3. If filed on or after January 1, 2022,

the sum of

$50,000.

(d)
as described in s. 720.311(2) (a),
jurisdiction of the circuit courts.

By March 1, 2021,

Of disputes occurring in the homeowners'

associ

ations

which shall be concurrent with

the Office of the State Courts Administrator

shall submit a report to the Governor,

the President of the

Senate,

and the Speaker of the House of Representatives making

recommendations regarding the adjustment of county court

jurisdiction, including, but not limited to,

consideration of
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Bill No. CS/HB 337 (2019)
Amendment No.

the claim value of filings in county court and circuit court,

case events, timeliness in processing cases, and any fiscal

impact to the state as a result of adjusted jurisdictional

limits. The clerks of the circuit court and county court shall

provide claim value data and necessary case event data to the

office to be used in developing the report.

Section 5. Effective January 1, 2020, paragraphs (a), (b),
and (c) of subsection (1) of section 34.041, Florida Statutes,
are amended, and paragraph (e) is added to that subsection, to
read:

34.041 Filing fees.—

(1) (a) Filing fees are due at the time a party files a
pleading to initiate a proceeding or files a pleading for
relief. Reopen fees are due at the time a party files a pleading
to reopen a proceeding if at least 90 days have elapsed since
the filing of a final order or final Jjudgment with the clerk. If
a fee is not paid upon the filing of the pleading as required
under this section, the clerk shall pursue collection of the fee
pursuant to s. 28.246. Upon the institution of any civil action,
suit, or proceeding in county court, the party shall pay the
following filing fee, not to exceed:

1. For all claims less than $100.......... ... $50.

2. For all claims of $100 or more but not more than $500$75.

3. For all claims of more than $500 but not more than
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Bill No. CS/HB 337 (2019)
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4. For all claims of more than $2,500 but not more than
S S $295.
5. For all claims of more than $15,000........0.0.00v... $395.
6. In addition, for all proceedings of garnishment,
attachment, replevin, and distress......oiiii ittt ennnnnn $85.

7.6+ Notwithstanding subparagraphs 3. and 6. &+, for all
claims of not more than $1,000 filed simultaneously with an
action for replevin of property that is the subject of the claim$12

8.7 For removal of tenant action..................... $180.

The filing fee in subparagraph 7.6~ is the total fee due under
this paragraph for that type of filing, and no other filing fee
under this paragraph may be assessed against such a filing.

(b) The first $15 of the filing fee collected under
subparagraph (a)4. and the first $10 of the filing fee collected

under subparagraph (a)8. subparagraph—{a)r+= shall be deposited
in the State Courts Revenue Trust Fund. By the 10th day of each

month, the clerk shall submit that portion of the fees collected
in the previous month which is in excess of one-twelfth of the
clerk's total budget for the performance of court-related
functions to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the
Clerks of the Court Trust Fund. An additional filing fee of $4
shall be paid to the clerk. The clerk shall transfer $3.50 to
the Department of Revenue for deposit into the Court Education

Trust Fund and shall transfer 50 cents to the Department of
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117 Revenue for deposit into the Administrative Trust Fund within
118 the Department of Financial Services to fund clerk education

119| provided by the Florida Clerks of Court Operations Corporation.
120 Postal charges incurred by the clerk of the county court in

121| making service by mail on defendants or other parties shall be
122| paid by the party at whose instance service is made. Except as
123 provided in this section, filing fees and service charges for
124 performing duties of the clerk relating to the county court

125| shall be as provided in ss. 28.24 and 28.241. Except as

126| otherwise provided in this section, all filing fees shall be

127| retained as fee income of the office of the clerk of the circuit
128 court. Filing fees imposed by this section may not be added to
129 any penalty imposed by chapter 316 or chapter 318.

130 (c) A party in addition to a party described in paragraph
131 (a) who files a pleading in an original civil action in the

132 county court for affirmative relief by cross-claim,

133| counterclaim, counterpetition, or third-party complaint, or who
134 files a notice of cross-appeal or notice of joinder or motion to
135 intervene as an appellant, cross-appellant, or petitioner, shall
136| pay the clerk of court a fee of $295 if the relief sought by the

137| party under this paragraph exceeds $2,500 but is not more than

138 $15,000 and $395 if the relief sought by the party under this

139| paragraph exceeds $15,000. The clerk shall remit the fee if the

140 relief sought by the party under this paragraph exceeds $2,500

141 but is not more than $15,000 to the Department of Revenue for
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Bill No. CS/HB 337 (2019)
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142 deposit into the General Revenue Fund. This fee does not apply
143 if the cross-claim, counterclaim, counterpetition, or third-
144 party complaint requires transfer of the case from county to
145 circuit court. However, the party shall pay to the clerk the
146 standard filing fee for the court to which the case is to be
147 transferred.

148 (e) Of the first $200 in filing fees payable under

149 subparagraph (a)5., $195 must be remitted to the Department of

150| Revenue for deposit into the State Courts Revenue Trust Fund, $4

151| must be remitted to the Department of Revenue for deposit into

152 the Administrative Trust Fund within the Department of Financial

153 Services and used to fund the contract with the Florida Clerks

154| of Court Operations Corporation created in s. 28.35, and $1 must

155| Dbe remitted to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the

156| Administrative Trust Fund within the Department of Financial

157 Services to fund audits of individual clerks' court-related

158 expenditures conducted by the Department of Financial Services.

159 By the 10th day of each month, the clerk shall submit that

160| portion of the filing fees collected pursuant to this subsection

161 in the previous month which is in excess of one-twelfth of the

162 clerk's total budget to the Department of Revenue for deposit

163 into the Clerks of the Court Trust Fund.

164 Section 6. Effective January 1, 2020, paragraph (2) (c) of
165 section 44.108, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

166 44,108 Funding of mediation and arbitration.—
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(2) When court-ordered mediation services are provided by
a circuit court's mediation program, the following fees, unless
otherwise established in the General Appropriations Act, shall
be collected by the clerk of court:

(c) Sixty dollars per person per scheduled session in

county court cases involving an amount in controversy not

exceeding $15,000.

No mediation fees shall be assessed under this subsection in
residential eviction cases, against a party found to be
indigent, or for any small claims action. Fees collected by the
clerk of court pursuant to this section shall be remitted to the
Department of Revenue for deposit into the State Courts Revenue
Trust Fund to fund court-ordered mediation. The clerk of court
may deduct $1 per fee assessment for processing this fee. The
clerk of the court shall submit to the chief judge of the
circuit and to the Office of the State Courts Administrator, no
later than 30 days after the end of each quarter of the fiscal
year, a report specifying the amount of funds collected and
remitted to the State Courts Revenue Trust Fund under this
section and any other section during the previous quarter of the
fiscal year. In addition to identifying the total aggregate
collections and remissions from all statutory sources, the
report must identify collections and remissions by each

statutory source.
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Section 7. Section 45.21, Florida Statutes, is created to
read:

45.21 Reasonableness of amount in controversy;

procedures.—

(1) In any civil action in which the court's jurisdiction

is dependent on the amount in controversy, the defendant may

demand proof of the reasonableness of the amount in controversy

within 30 days after the complaint is filed. The defendant need

not offer any evidence or argument to support the demand.

(2) A demand pursuant to subsection (1) is deemed a

responsive pleading for purposes of the rules of procedure and

the following procedures shall apply:

(a) The court must promptly hold a hearing to determine

whether the amount in controversy as alleged in the complaint is

reasonable.

(b) At the hearing, the plaintiff must demonstrate, by a

preponderance of the evidence, a reasonable likelihood of

recovering at least the amount alleged in the complaint. The

court may award reasonable attorney fees and costs to the

prevailing party on the demand.

(c) If the court finds that the plaintiff has not made the

showing as required in paragraph (b), the court must transfer

the matter to the appropriate court. The transferee court may

award a party damages in excess of the normal Jjurisdictional

amount if such amount is proven.
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Section 8. The amendments to the jurisdiction of a court

made by this act shall apply with respect to the date of filing

the cause of action, regardless of when the cause of action

accrued.
Section 9. Except as otherwise expressly provided in this

act, this act shall take effect July 1, 2019.

TITLE AMENDMENT

Remove lines 22-33 and insert:
amending s. 26.012, F.S.; providing for appellate jurisdiction
of circuit courts; amending s. 28.241, F.S.; requiring specified
filing fees for appeals from certain county courts; amending s.
34.01, F.S.; increasing the jurisdictional limit for actions at
law by county courts on specified dates; requiring the Office of
State Courts Administrator to submit a report relating to county
court jurisdiction; amending s. 34.041, F.S.; providing county
court civil filing fees for claims of specified values;
providing for distribution of the fees; amending s. 44.108,
F.S.; prohibiting the levy of certain fees for mediation and
arbitration services in certain cases; creating s. 45.21, F.S.,
authorizing certain defendants to demand that a court issue a
ruling related to proper court venue; providing for an award of

attorney fees and costs; authorizing a
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