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Florida Senate - 2019 SB 994

By Senator Harrell

25-01266-19 2019994
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to the practice of chiropractic;
amending s. 460.402, F.S.; revising applicability of
provisions relating to chiropractic with regard to
certain chiropractic students; amending s. 460.403,
F.S.; revising definitions; amending s. 460.406, F.S.;
revising the educational requirements that must be
satisfied by applicants before examination by the
Department of Health; removing the authority of the
board to require certain applicants to take a certain
examination; requiring the department to issue a
license by endorsement to practice chiropractic to
applicants who meet certain requirements; amending s.
460.4062, F.S.; revising the educational requirements
that must be satisfied by applicants before the
department may issue a chiropractic medicine faculty
certificate; amending s. 460.4165, F.S.; revising
continuing education requirements for chiropractic
physician’s assistants; amending s. 460.4167, F.S.;
revising provisions relating to the employment by
certain clinical facilities of independent contractors
who provide specified chiropractic services; providing

an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 460.402, Florida Statutes, is amended to

read:

460.402 Exceptions.—This chapter does Fhe—provisieons—of
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(1) Other duly licensed health care practitioners acting
within their authorized scope of practice.

(2) Any person furnishing medical assistance in case of an
emergency.

(3) The domestic administration of recognized family
remedies.

(4) The practice of the religious tenets of any church.

(5) Any massage therapist acting within her or his scope of
practice authorized in chapter 480.

(6) A chiropractic student who is enrolled in a

chiropractic school, college, or program accredited by an

accrediting agency recognized by the United States Secretary of

Education or in an educational program leading to a degree in

chiropractic from an institution located outside the United

States which is approved by the board or authorized to operate

by the government having jurisdiction over the program
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Eduweatieon and the student is participating in either of the

following:

(a) A community-based internship under the direct
supervision of a doctor of chiropractic medicine who 1is
credentialed as an adjunct faculty member of a chiropractic
college in which the student is enrolled.s—e*

(b) A chiropractic college clinical internship under the
direct supervision of a doctor of chiropractic medicine who is a
full-time, part-time, or adjunct faculty member of a

chiropractic college located in this state which is accredited

by an accrediting agency recognized by the United States

Page 2 of 14

CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87

Florida Senate - 2019 SB 994

25-01266-19 2019994

Secretary of Education or of an institution located outside the

United States which is approved by the board or authorized to

operate by the government having jurisdiction over the program
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Edueatieon and the

doctor of chiropractic medicine whe holds a current, active

Florida chiropractor’s license.

(7) A chiropractic physician who holds an active license in
another state, the District of Columbia, or a possession or
territory of the United States and is performing chiropractic
procedures or demonstrating equipment or supplies for
educational purposes at a board-approved continuing education
program.

Section 2. Subsection (4) and paragraph (a) of subsection
(9) of section 460.403, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

460.403 Definitions.—As used in this chapter, the term:

(4) (a) “Community-based internship” means a program in
which a student enrolled in the last year of either a

chiropractic college accredited by an accrediting agency

recognized by the United States Secretary of Education or an

educational program leading to a degree in chiropractic from an

institution located outside the United States which is approved

by the board or authorized to operate by the government having

jurisdiction over the program aseereditedby—the Counecil——on

Edweatien 1s approved to obtain required
pregraduation clinical experience in a chiropractic clinic or to
practice under the direct supervision of a doctor of
chiropractic medicine who is approved as an adjunct faculty
member of the chiropractic college in which the student is

enrolled, in accordance with aeeerding—te the teaching protocols
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for the clinical practice requirements of the college.

(b) “Chiropractic college clinical internship” means a
program in which a student enrolled in either a chiropractic

college accredited by an accrediting agency recognized by the

United States Secretary of Education or an educational program

leading to a degree in chiropractic from an institution located

outside the United States which is approved by the board or

authorized to operate by the government having jurisdiction over

the program teecated—n—thisState ord aceredited by the Couneit
on—EChireopractie Rdueation obtains clinical experience pursuant

to the chiropractic college’s curriculum in a classroom oOr

chiropractic clinic operated by the chiropractic college, in

accordance with aseeerding—+te the teaching protocols for the

clinical practice requirements of the college.

(9) (a) “Practice of chiropractic medicine” means a
noncombative principle and practice consisting of the science,
philosophy, and art of the adjustment, manipulation, and
treatment of the human body in which vertebral subluxations and
other malpositioned articulations and structures that are
interfering with the normal generation, transmission, and
expression of nerve impulse between the brain, organs, and
tissue cells of the body, thereby causing disease, are adjusted,
manipulated, or treated, thus restoring the normal flow of nerve
impulse which produces normal function and consequent health by
chiropractic physicians using specific chiropractic adjustment
or manipulation techniques taught in a chiropractic college

accredited by an accrediting agency recognized by the United

States Secretary of Education or in an educational program

leading to a degree in chiropractic from an institution located
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outside the United States which is approved by the board or

authorized to operate by the government having jurisdiction over

the program eelleges—aeceredited by the Couneil on Chirepractic

Edgeatiern. No person other than a licensed chiropractic
physician may render chiropractic services, chiropractic
adjustments, or chiropractic manipulations.

Section 3. Section 460.406, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

460.406 Licensure by examination; licensure by

endorsement.—

(1) Any person desiring to be licensed as a chiropractic
physician must apply to the department to take the licensure
examination. There shall be an application fee set by the board
not to exceed $100 which shall be nonrefundable. There shall
also be an examination fee not to exceed $500 plus the actual
per applicant cost to the department for purchase of portions of
the examination from the National Board of Chiropractic
Examiners or a similar national organization, which may be
refundable if the applicant is found ineligible to take the
examination. The department shall examine each applicant who the
board certifies has:

(a) Completed the application form and remitted the
appropriate fee.

(b) Submitted proof satisfactory to the department that he
or she is not less than 18 years of age.

(c) Submitted proof satisfactory to the department that he

or she is a graduate of a chiropractic college accredited by an

accrediting agency recognized by the United States Secretary of

Education or of an educational program leading to a degree in
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204| determirned v the board—TFhe board shall estabtish by rule—=

205 (_A.»._)»._)Jl.l.l SCOoO¥re—s
~ o

206 (2) For those applicants applying for the certification

207| examination who have matriculated before prier—te July 1, 199¢,
208| in a chiropractic college, the board shall waive the provisions
209| of paragraph (1) (c) if the applicant is a graduate of a

210| chiropractic college that whieh has been denied accreditation or
211 approval on the grounds that its curriculum does not include the
212 training in acupuncture necessary for the completion of the

213| certification examination or is a graduate of a chiropractic

214 college where acupuncture is not taught or offered if the

215| college is accredited by or has status with the Council on

216| Chiropractic Education or its predecessor.

217 (3) An applicant for the licensure examination may elect
218 not to take the certification examination to use acupuncture.
219| The department shall, in addition to the licensing exam, offer
220 an examination for certification to use acupuncture. An

221 applicant may elect to take the certification examination at the
222 time of taking the licensure examination. Passage of the

223 certification examination shall not grant any applicant the

224 right to practice chiropractic medicine absent the passage of
225| the licensing examination.

226 (4) The department shall submit written notification within

227 5 working days to applicants who have successfully completed the

228 requirements of paragraphs (1) (a)-(d) 4B —~+a)r—+te)r and who have

229 successfully passed the state licensure examination. An
230 applicant who is notified in writing by the department of the
231 successful completion of requirements in paragraphs (1) (a)-(d)

232 +I+a)r—te)> and who has successfully passed the state licensure
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233 examination may lawfully practice pending receipt of the
234 certificate of licensure, and the written notification shall act
235| as evidence of licensure entitling the chiropractic physician to
236| practice for a maximum period of 45 days or until the licensing
237| fee 1is received by the department whichever is sooner.
238 (5) A student in a school or college of chiropractic

239 accredited by an accrediting agency recognized by the United

240 States Secretary of Education or in an educational program

241| leading to a degree in chiropractic from an institution located

242 outside the United States which is approved by the board or

243| authorized to operate by the government having jurisdiction over

244 the program by—+the Ceounecilon Chirepractic Education—-or—3Es

245| suyeeesser in the final year of the program may file an

246| application pursuant to subsection (1), take all examinations
247 required for licensure, submit a set of fingerprints, and pay
248 all fees required for licensure. A chiropractic student who

249 successfully completes the licensure examinations and who

250 otherwise meets all requirements for licensure as a chiropractic
251| physician during the student’s final year must have graduated

252| before he or she may be being certified for licensure pursuant

253 to this section.

254 (6) The department shall issue a license by endorsement to

255| practice chiropractic to an applicant who submits an application

256 to the department, pays the application fee described in

257 subsection (1), and provides proof that he or she has satisfied

258 all of the following requirements:

259 (a) Holds a wvalid license to practice chiropractic in

260 another state or territory of the United States.

261 (b) Has actively practiced chiropractic in another state or
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territory of the United States for the preceding 10 years

without having his or her license acted against by the licensing

authority of any jurisdiction.

(c) Meets the requirements in paragraphs (1) (a), (b)), (c),

and (e).

Section 4. Subsection (1) of section 460.4062, Florida
Statutes, 1is amended to read:

460.4062 Chiropractic medicine faculty certificate.—

(1) The department may issue a chiropractic medicine
faculty certificate without examination to an individual who

remits a nonrefundable application fee, not to exceed $100 as

determined by board rule ef—theboard, and who demonstrates to
the board that he or she meets the following requirements:
(a) Is a graduate of a am—aeeredited school or college of

chiropractic accredited by an accrediting agency recognized by

the United States Secretary of Education or of an educational

program leading to a degree in chiropractic from an institution

located outside the United States which is approved by the board

or authorized to operate by the government having jurisdiction

over the school or college the—Ceunecil—eonChiropractie

Edueation.

(b) Holds a wvalid current license to practice chiropractic
medicine in another jurisdiction in the United States.

(c) Is at least 21 years of age and of good moral
character.

(d) Has not committed any act or offense in any
jurisdiction which would constitute the basis for discipline
under this chapter or chapter 456.

(e)1l. Performs research or has been offered and has
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291 accepted a full-time or part-time faculty appointment to teach
292 in a program of chiropractic medicine at a publicly funded state
293| university or college or at a college of chiropractic located in

294 the state and accredited by an accrediting agency recognized by

295| the United States Secretary of Education £he Ceouneil—on
296| EhirepraectieFdueation; and
297 2. Provides a certification from the dean of the appointing

298 college acknowledging the appointment.

299 Section 5. Paragraph (b) of subsection (13) of section

300 460.4165, Florida Statutes, i1s amended to read:

301 460.4165 Certified chiropractic physician’s assistants.—
302 (13) CERTIFIED CHIROPRACTIC ASSISTANT CERTIFICATION

303| RENEWAL.—The certification must be renewed biennially.

304 (b) Each certified chiropractic physician’s assistant shall
305| biennially complete 24 hours of continuing education courses

306 approved by the board and sponsored by an accrediting agency

307 recognized by the United States Secretary of Education

308 P N BRGNS NPT I BN oo A~y A~ ey Corineos ] PN Al N EE NS NPT I I
\.zLJ._L.LUtJ.L 2 U i wy \.z\J_L_LC\jCQ oo T T T T CT T U_Y T AL U i i ) N e 1T lJ._L_L\Jt/_LQLVl—_Lv
309| Edueationand opprovedby—the board. The board shall approve

310 those courses that build upon the basic courses required for the
311| practice of chiropractic medicine, and the board may also
312 approve courses in adjunctive modalities. The board may exempt a

313 chiropractic physician’s assistant make—exeeptien from the

314 requirements of this section in the case of an emergency or

315| hardship eases. The board may adopt rules within the
316| requirements of this section which are necessary for its
317 implementation.

318 Section 6. Subsection (1) of section 460.4167, Florida

319 Statutes, is amended to read:
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460.4167 Proprietorship by persons other than licensed
chiropractic physicians.—

(1) A person may not employ a chiropractic physician
licensed under this chapter or engage a chiropractic physician
licensed under this chapter as an independent contractor to
provide services that chiropractic physicians are authorized to
offer under this chapter+ unless the person is any of the
following:

(a) A sole proprietorship, group practice, partnership,
corporation, limited liability company, limited partnership,
professional association, or any other entity that is wholly
owned by:

1. One or more chiropractic physicians licensed under this
chapter;

2. A chiropractic physician licensed under this chapter and
the spouse or surviving spouse, parent, child, or sibling of the
chiropractic physician; or

3. A trust whose trustees are chiropractic physicians
licensed under this chapter and the spouse, parent, child, or

sibling of a chiropractic physician.

If the chiropractic physician described in subparagraph 2. dies,
notwithstanding part X of chapter 400, the surviving spouse or
adult children may hold, operate, pledge, sell, mortgage,
assign, transfer, own, or control the chiropractic physician’s
ownership interests for so long as the surviving spouse or adult
children remain the sole proprietors of the chiropractic
practice.

(b) A sole proprietorship, group practice, partnership,
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corporation, limited liability company, limited partnership,
professional association, or any other entity that is wholly
owned by a physician or physicians licensed under this chapter,
chapter 458, chapter 459, or chapter 461.

(c) An entity that is wholly owned, directly or indirectly,
by an entity licensed or registered by the state under chapter
395.

(d) A clinical facility that is affiliated with a college

of chiropractic accredited by an accrediting agency recognized

by the United States Secretary of Education by—the Couneil—on

ChirepractieFEdueation at which training is provided for

chiropractic students.

(e) A public or private university or college.

(f) An entity wholly owned and operated by an organization
that is exempt from federal taxation under s. 501 (c) (3) or (4)
of the Internal Revenue Code, a community college or university
clinic, or an entity owned or operated by the Federal Government
or by state government, including any agency, county,
municipality, or other political subdivision thereof.

(g) An entity owned by a corporation whose £he stock ef
whieh 1s publicly traded.

(h) A clinic licensed under part X of chapter 400 which
provides chiropractic services by a chiropractic physician
licensed under this chapter and other health care services by
physicians licensed under chapter 458 or chapter 459, the
medical director of which is licensed under chapter 458 or
chapter 459.

(1) A state-licensed insurer.

(J) A health maintenance organization or prepaid health
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378 clinic regulated under chapter 641.

379 Section 7. This act shall take effect upon becoming a law.
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