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LEGISLATIVE ACTION
Senate . House
Comm: RCS
01/23/2020

The Committee on Judiciary (Brandes) recommended the following:
Senate Amendment (with title amendment)

Delete everything after the enacting clause
and insert:

Section 1. Section 26.012, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read

26.012 Jurisdiction of circuit court.—
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Circuit courts shall have jurisdiction of appeals from final
administrative orders of local government code enforcement

boards and of reviews and appeals as otherwise expressly

provided by law.

(2) They shall have exclusive original Jjurisdiction:

(a) In all actions at law not cognizable by the county
courts;

(b) Of proceedings relating to the settlement of the
estates of decedents and minors, the granting of letters
testamentary, guardianship, involuntary hospitalization, the
determination of incompetency, and other jurisdiction usually
pertaining to courts of probate;

(c) In all cases in equity including all cases relating to
juveniles except traffic offenses as provided in chapters 316
and 985;

(d) Of all felonies and of all misdemeanors arising out of
the same circumstances as a felony which is also charged;

(e) In all cases involving legality of any tax assessment
or toll or denial of refund, except as provided in s. 72.011;

(f) In actions of ejectment; and
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(g) In all actions involving the title and boundaries of
real property.

(3) The circuit court may issue injunctions.

(4) The chief judge of a circuit may authorize a county
court judge to order emergency hospitalizations pursuant to part
I of chapter 394 in the absence from the county of the circuit
judge; and the county court judge shall have the power to issue
all temporary orders and temporary injunctions necessary oOr
proper to the complete exercise of such jurisdiction.

(5) A circuit court is a trial court.

Section 2. Section 34.017, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read

34.017 Certification of questions to district court of
appeal .—

(1) A county court may is—permitted—te certify a question

to the district court of appeal in a final judgment that is

appealable to the circuit court if the question may have

statewide application, and:

Is of great public importance; or

Will affect the uniform administration of justice.
In the final judgment, the trial court shall:

Make findings of fact and conclusions of law; and

State concisely the question to be certified.
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The decision to certify the question to the district
court of appeal is within the sole discretion of the county
court.

(4) The district court of appeal has absolute discretion as
to whether to answer a question certified by the county court.

(a) If the district court agrees to answer the certified
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question, it shall decide all appealable issues that have been
raised from the final judgment.

(b) If the district court declines to answer the certified
question, the case shall be transferred to the circuit court
which has appellate jurisdiction.

Section 3. Section 35.065, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read

35.065 Review of judgment or order certified by county

court to be of great public importance.—Pursuant to s. 34.017, a

district court of appeal may review any order or judgment of a
county court which is certified by the county court to be of
great public importance.
Section 4. Section 924.08, Florida Statutes, is repealed.
Section 5. This act shall take effect January 1, 2021.

================= 17 I T L E A MENDDME N T ================

And the title is amended as follows:
Delete everything before the enacting clause

and insert:

A bill to be entitled

An act relating to jurisdiction of the courts;
amending s. 26.012, F.S.; limiting the appellate
jurisdiction of the circuit courts to appeals from
final administrative orders of local code enforcement
boards; amending s. 34.017, F.S.; authorizing a county
court to certify a question to a district court of
appeal in a final judgment that is appealable to a
circuit court; amending s. 35.065, F.S.; authorizing a

district court of appeal to review certain questions
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99 certified by a county court; repealing s. 924.08,

100 F.S.; relating to the jurisdiction of circuit court to
101 hear appeals from final Jjudgments in misdemeanor

102 cases; providing an effective date.
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