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LEGISLATIVE ACTION
Senate . House
Comm: RCS
02/19/2020

Appropriations Subcommittee on Criminal and Civil Justice

(Brandes) recommended the following:

Senate Amendment to Amendment (476652) (with title

amendment)

Delete lines 5 - 105
and insert:

Section 1. Subsection (7) of section 28.222, Florida
Statutes, 1is amended to read:

28.222 Clerk to be county recorder.—

(7) (a) All instruments recorded in the Official Records

shall always be open to the public, under the supervision of the
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clerk, for the purpose of inspection thereof and of making
extracts therefrom.;—but

(b) The clerk is shad+ not be required to perform any
service in connection with such inspection or making of extracts
without payment of service charges as provided in s. 28.24.

(c) The payment of the service charges under s. 28.24 must

be retained by the clerk of the circuit court in his or her

capacity as county recorder, except that service charges under

s. 28.24 relating to court records or functions meeting the

description of court-related functions in s. 28.35(3) (a) must be

distributed for the specified functions.

Section 2. Section 28.24, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to
read:

28.24 Service charges.—The clerk of the circuit court shall
charge for services rendered manually or electronically by the
clerk’s office in recording documents and instruments and in
performing other specified duties. These charges may not exceed
those specified in this section, except as provided in s.

28.345. For purposes of this section, the term “court records”

has the same meaning as provided in the Florida Rules of

Judicial Administration.

(1) For examining, comparing, correcting, verifying, and
certifying transcripts of record in appellate proceedings,
prepared by attorney for appellant or someone else other than
clerk, per page: 5.00, from which the clerk shall remit 0.50 per
page to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the General
Revenue Fund.

(2) For preparing, numbering, and indexing an original

record of appellate proceedings, per instrument: 3.50, from
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which the clerk shall remit 0.50 per instrument to the
Department of Revenue for deposit into the General Revenue Fund.
(3) (a) For certifying copies of any instrument that is a

court record in the public records: 2.00, from which the clerk

shall remit 0.50 to the Department of Revenue for deposit into
the General Revenue Fund.

(b) For certifying copies of any instrument that is not a

court record in the public records: 2.00.

(4) (a) For verifying any instrument that is a court record

which is presented for certification prepared by someone other
than the clerk, per page: 3.50, from which the clerk shall remit
0.50 per page to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the
General Revenue Fund.

(b) For verifying any instrument that is not a court record

which is presented for certification prepared by someone other

than the clerk, per page: 3.50.

(5) (a) For making copies by photographic process of any
instrument in the public records consisting of pages of not more
than 14 inches by 8 1/2 inches, pPer Page. . ... meeeeeeneenn 1.00

(b) For making copies by photographic process of any
instrument in the public records of more than 14 inches by 8 1/2
INChes, Per PaAgE . i ittt ittt it it it ettt i te et eseeeseeoneaneanss 5.00

) For making microfilm copies of any public records:

(6

(a) That are court records:

1. 16 mm 100" microfilm roll: 42.00, from which the clerk
shall remit 4.50 to the Department of Revenue for deposit into
the General Revenue Fund.

2.4 35 mm 100" microfilm roll: 60.00, from which the

clerk shall remit 7.50 to the Department of Revenue for deposit
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into the General Revenue Fund.

3.4e> Microfiche, per fiche: 3.50, from which the clerk
shall remit 0.50 to the Department of Revenue for deposit into
the General Revenue Fund.

(b) That are not court records:

1. 16 mm 100’ microfilm roll: 42.00.
2. 35 mm 100" microfilm roll: 60.00.
3.

Microfiche, per fiche: 3.50.

(7) For copying any instrument in the public records by
other than photographic process, pPer PaAge. ... .e'eeeeeenneeenn. 6.00

(8) (a) For writing any paper that is a court record other

than a paper otherwise herein specifically identified in this

section mentiened, same—as—fer—eoepyings including signing and
sealing: 7.00, from which the clerk shall remit 1.00 to the
Department of Revenue for deposit into the General Revenue Fund.

(b) For writing any paper that is not a court record other

than a paper otherwise specifically identified in this section,

including signing and sealing: 7.00.

) For indexing each entry not recorded................ 1.00

(9

(10) For receiving money into the registry of court:

(a)l. First $500, percent ...ttt ittt i et eeeeeeeeennn 3

2. Each subsequent $100, percent.......ieeeeeeeteennnnnnn. 1.5

(b) Eminent domain actions, per deposit: 170.00, from which
the clerk shall remit 20.00 per deposit to the Department of
Revenue for deposit into the General Revenue Fund.

(11) For examining, certifying, and recording plats and for
recording condominium exhibits larger than 14 inches by 8 1/2

inches:

(A) FilrsST PaAge . i ci ittt ittt eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenneneeas 30.00
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(b) Each additional page. . ... it et ettt eeeeeneenneenns 15.00
(12) For recording, indexing, and filing any instrument not
more than 14 inches by 8 1/2 inches, including required notice
to property appraiser where applicable:
(a) First page or fraction thereof......... ..., 5.00
(b) Each additional page or fraction thereof............ 4.00
(c) For indexing instruments recorded in the official

records which contain more than four names, per additional

(d) An additional service charge must be paid to the clerk
of the circuit court to be deposited in the Public Records
Modernization Trust Fund for each instrument listed in s.

28.222, except judgments received from the courts and notices of
lis pendens, recorded in the official records:

R e I o = & A Y- e 1.00

2. Each additional pPage. ...t ittenteeeeeeeeeeeeeeeneas 0.50

Said fund must be held in trust by the clerk and used
exclusively for equipment and maintenance of equipment,
personnel training, and technical assistance in modernizing the
public records system of the office. In a county where the duty
of maintaining official records exists in an office other than
the office of the clerk of the circuit court, the clerk of the
circuit court is entitled to 25 percent of the moneys deposited
into the trust fund for equipment, maintenance of equipment,
training, and technical assistance in modernizing the system for
storing records in the office of the clerk of the circuit court.
The fund may not be used for the payment of travel expenses,

membership dues, bank charges, staff-recruitment costs, salaries
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127 or benefits of employees, construction costs, general operating
128 expenses, or other costs not directly related to obtaining and
129 |maintaining equipment for public records systems or for the

130 |purchase of furniture or office supplies and equipment not

131 related to the storage of records. On or before December 1,

132 1995, and on or before December 1 of each year immediately

133 |preceding each year during which the trust fund is scheduled for
134 legislative review under s. 19(f) (2), Art. III of the State

135 Constitution, each clerk of the circuit court shall file a

136 |report on the Public Records Modernization Trust Fund with the
137 President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of

138 Representatives. The report must itemize each expenditure made
139 from the trust fund since the last report was filed; each

140 obligation payable from the trust fund on that date; and the
141 |percentage of funds expended for each of the following:

142 equipment, maintenance of equipment, personnel training, and
143 technical assistance. The report must indicate the nature of the
144 system each clerk uses to store, maintain, and retrieve public
145 records and the degree to which the system has been upgraded
146 |since the creation of the trust fund.

147 (e) An additional service charge of $4 per page shall be
148 |paid to the clerk of the circuit court for each instrument

149 listed in s. 28.222, except judgments received from the courts
150 and notices of lis pendens, recorded in the official records.
151 From the additional $4 service charge collected:

152 1. If the counties maintain legal responsibility for the
153 costs of the court-related technology needs as defined in s.

154 29.008 (1) (f)2. and (h), 10 cents shall be distributed to the

155 Florida Association of Court Clerks and Comptrollers, Inc., for
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the cost of development, implementation, operation, and
maintenance of the clerks’ Comprehensive Case Information
System; $1.90 shall be retained by the clerk to be deposited in
the Public Records Modernization Trust Fund and used exclusively
for funding court-related technology needs of the clerk as
defined in s. 29.008(1) (f)2. and (h); and $2 shall be
distributed to the board of county commissioners to be used
exclusively to fund court-related technology, and court
technology needs as defined in s. 29.008(1) (f)2. and (h) for the
state trial courts, state attorney, public defender, and
criminal conflict and civil regional counsel in that county. If
the counties maintain legal responsibility for the costs of the
court-related technology needs as defined in s. 29.008 (1) (f)2.
and (h), notwithstanding any other provision of law, the county
is not required to provide additional funding beyond that
provided herein for the court-related technology needs of the
clerk as defined in s. 29.008(1) (f)2. and (h). All court records
and official records are the property of the State of Florida,
including any records generated as part of the Comprehensive
Case Information System funded pursuant to this paragraph and
the clerk of court is designated as the custodian of such
records, except in a county where the duty of maintaining
official records exists in a county office other than the clerk
of court or comptroller, such county office is designated the
custodian of all official records, and the clerk of court is
designated the custodian of all court records. The clerk of
court or any entity acting on behalf of the clerk of court,
including an association, may not charge a fee to any agency as

defined in s. 119.011, the Legislature, or the State Court
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System for copies of records generated by the Comprehensive Case
Information System or held by the clerk of court or any entity
acting on behalf of the clerk of court, including an
association.

2. If the state becomes legally responsible for the costs
of court-related technology needs as defined in s.
29.008(1) (f)2. and (h), whether by operation of general law or
by court order, $4 shall be remitted to the Department of
Revenue for deposit into the General Revenue Fund.

(13) (a) Oath, administering, attesting, and sealing of
court records, not otherwise provided for in this section

herein: 3.50, from which the clerk shall remit 0.50 to the

Department of Revenue for deposit into the General Revenue Fund.

(b) Oath, administering, attesting, and sealing of noncourt

records not otherwise provided for in this section: 3.50.

(14) (a) For validating certificates ory any authorized

bonds that are court records, each: 3.50, from which the clerk

shall remit 0.50 each to the Department of Revenue for deposit
into the General Revenue Fund.

(b) For validating certificates or any authorized bonds

that are not court records, each: 3.50.

(15) For preparing affidavit of domicile................ 5.00
(16) For exemplified certificates, including signing and
sealing: 7.00, from which the clerk shall remit 1.00 to the
Department of Revenue for deposit into the General Revenue Fund.
(17) (a) For authenticated certificates, including the

signing and sealing of court records: 7.00, from which the clerk

shall remit 1.00 to the Department of Revenue for deposit into

the General Revenue Fund.
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(b) For authenticated certificates, including the signing

and sealing of noncourt records: 7.00.

(18) (a) For issuing and filing a subpoena for a witness,
not otherwise provided for herein (includes writing, preparing,
signing, and sealing): 7.00, from which the clerk shall remit
1.00 to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the General
Revenue Fund.

(b) For signing and sealing only: 2.00, from which the
clerk shall remit 0.50 to the Department of Revenue for deposit
into the General Revenue Fund.

(19) For approving bond: 8.50, from which the clerk shall
remit 1.00 to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the
General Revenue Fund.

(20) (a) For searching of court records, for each year’s
search: 2.00, from which the clerk shall remit 0.50 for each
year’s search to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the

General Revenue Fund.

(b) For searching of noncourt records, for each year’s

search: 2.00.

(21) For processing an application for a tax deed sale
(includes application, sale, issuance, and preparation of tax
deed, and disbursement of proceeds of sale), other than excess
PrOCEEA St v ittt ettt et e et e et oo soeeeeeeeassassosseeseeoseaneans 60.00

(22) For disbursement of excess proceeds of tax deed sale,
first $100 or fraction thereof...... ... ... 10.00

(23) Upon receipt of an application for a marriage license,
for preparing and administering of oath; issuing, sealing, and

recording of the marriage license; and providing a certified
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(24) For solemnizing matrimony......eeeeeeeeeneennenenn. 30.00

(25) For sealing any court file or expungement of any
record: 42.00, from which the clerk shall remit 4.50 to the
Department of Revenue for deposit into the General Revenue Fund.

(26) (a) For receiving and disbursing all restitution
payments, per payment: 3.50, from which the clerk shall remit
0.50 per payment to the Department of Revenue for deposit into
the General Revenue Fund.

(b) For receiving and disbursing all partial payments,
other than restitution payments, for which an administrative
processing service charge is not imposed pursuant to s. 28.24¢,
PEY MONEN . i i ittt it it e et ettt ettt eeeaeeaeeaeeseeneoenaeas 5.00

(c) For setting up a payment plan, a one-time
administrative processing charge in lieu of a per month charge
under paragraph (B) .. ittt ittt e e e e e 25.00

(27) Postal charges incurred by the clerk of the circuit
court in any mailing by certified or registered mail must be
paid by the party at whose instance the mailing is made.

(28) For furnishing an electronic copy of information
contained in a computer database: a fee as provided for in

chapter 119.

================= 17 I T L E A MENDDME N T ================
And the title is amended as follows:

Delete lines 139 - 143
and insert:

amending s. 28.222, F.S.; specifying the manner in

which the clerk of court must retain and distribute

proceeds from specified service charges; amending s.
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272 28.24, F.S.; defining the term “court records”;
273 specifying the amount for
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