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By the Committee on Health Policy; and Senator Rodriguez
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A bill to be entitled
An act relating to the Department of Health; amending
s. 381.0045, F.S.; revising the purpose of the
department’s targeted outreach program for certain
pregnant women; requiring the department to encourage
high-risk pregnant women of unknown status to be
tested for sexually transmissible diseases; requiring
the department to provide specified information to
pregnant women who have human immunodeficiency virus
(HIV); requiring the department to link women with
mental health services when available; requiring the
department to educate pregnant women who have HIV on
certain information; requiring the department to
provide, for a specified purpose, continued oversight
of newborns exposed to HIV; amending s. 381.0061,
F.S., as amended by s. 41 of chapter 2020-150, Laws of
Florida; revising provisions related to administrative
fines for violations relating to onsite sewage
treatment and disposal systems and septic tank
contracting; creating s. 381.00635, F.S.; transferring
provisions from s. 381.0067, F.S., relating to
corrective orders for private and certain public water
systems; amending s. 381.0067, F.S.; conforming
provisions to changes made by the act; amending s.
381.0101, F.S.; revising certification requirements
for persons performing evaluations of onsite sewage
treatment and disposal systems; making technical
changes; amending s. 460.406, F.S.; revising

provisions related to chiropractic physician
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licensing; amending s. 464.018, F.S.; revising grounds
for disciplinary action against licensed nurses;
amending s. 466.028, F.S.; revising grounds for
disciplinary action by the Board of Dentistry;
amending s. 466.0285, F.S.; exempting certain
specialty hospitals from prohibitions relating to the
employment of dentists and dental hygienists and the
control of dental equipment and materials by
nondentists; exempting such hospitals from a
prohibition on nondentists entering into certain
agreements with dentists or dental hygienists; making
technical changes; amending s. 467.003, F.S.; revising
and defining terms; amending s. 467.009, F.S.;
revising provisions related to approved midwifery
programs; amending s. 467.011, F.S.; revising
provisions relating to licensure of midwives; amending
s. 467.0125, F.S.; revising provisions relating to
licensure by endorsement of midwives; revising
requirements for temporary certificates to practice
midwifery in this state; amending s. 467.205, F.S.;
revising provisions relating to approval, continued
monitoring, probationary status, provisional approval,
and approval rescission of midwifery programs;
amending s. 468.803, F.S.; revising provisions related
to orthotist and prosthetist registration,
examination, and licensing; amending s. 483.801, F.S.;
exempting certain persons from clinical laboratory
personnel regulations; amending s. 483.824, F.S.;

revising educational requirements for clinical
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laboratory directors; amending s. 490.003, F.S.;
defining the terms “doctoral degree from an American
Psychological Association accredited program” and
“doctoral degree in psychology”; amending ss. 490.005
and 490.0051, F.S.; revising education requirements
for psychologist licensing and provisional licensing,
respectively; amending s. 491.005, F.S.; revising
licensing requirements for clinical social workers,
marriage and family therapists, and mental health

counselors; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsections (2) and (3) of section 381.0045,
Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

381.0045 Targeted outreach for pregnant women.—

(2) It is the purpose of this section to establish a
targeted outreach program for high-risk pregnant women who may
not seek proper prenatal care, who suffer from substance abuse
or mental health problems, or who have are—dnfeeted—with human

immunodeficiency virus (HIV), and to provide these women with
links to much needed services and information.

(3) The department shall:

(a) Conduct outreach programs through contracts with,
grants to, or other working relationships with persons or
entities where the target population is likely to be found.

(b) Provide outreach that is peer-based, culturally
sensitive, and performed in a nonjudgmental manner.

(c) Encourage high-risk pregnant women of unknown status to
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88| be tested for HIV and other sexually transmissible diseases as

89 specified by department rule.

90 (d) Educate women not receiving prenatal care as to the
91| benefits of such care.

92 (e) Provide HEV—infeeted pregnant women who have HIV with

93 information on the need for antiretroviral medication for their

94 newborn, their medication options, and how they can access the

95| medication after their discharge from the hospital se—they——ean
96| make o —taformeddecisionobout—the useof Aidevadine 24T,
97 (f) Link women with substance abuse treatment and mental

98 health services, when available, and act as a liaison with

99 Healthy Start coalitions, children’s medical services, Ryan
100| White-funded providers, and other services of the Department of
101 Health.

102 (g) Educate pregnant women who have HIV on the importance

103 of engaging in and continuing HIV care.

104 (h) Provide continued oversight of fe—HIEVY—exposed newborns

105 exposed to HIV to determine the newborn’s final HIV status and

106| ensure continued linkage to care if the newborn is diagnosed
107 with HIV.
108 Section 2. Subsection (1) of section 381.0061, Florida

109| Statutes, as amended by section 41 of chapter 2020-150, Laws of
110 Florida, is amended to read:

111 381.0061 Administrative fines.—

112 (1) In addition to any administrative action authorized by
113 chapter 120 or by other law, the department may impose a fine,
114| which may not exceed $500 for each violation, for a violation of
115 s. 381.006(15),
116
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this chapter, or fer—a—vielatien—eof chapter 386. Notice of

intent to impose such fine shall be given by the department to
the alleged violator. Each day that a violation continues may
constitute a separate violation.

Section 3. Section 381.00635, Florida Statutes, 1s created
to read:

381.00635 Corrective orders; private and certain public

water systems.—When the department or its agents, through

investigation, find that any private water system or public

water system not covered or included in the Florida Safe

Drinking Water Act, part VI of chapter 403, constitutes a

nuisance or menace to the public health or significantly

degrades the groundwater or surface water, the department or its

agents may issue an order requiring the owner to correct the

improper condition.

Section 4. Section 381.0067, Florida Statutes, is amended

to read:

381.0067 Corrective orders; privateandecertain pubitie
water systems—and onsite sewage treatment and disposal systems.—

When the department or its agents, through investigation, find

chapter—403)7—o¥ onsite sewage treatment and disposal system

constitutes a nuisance or menace to the public health or
significantly degrades the groundwater or surface water, the
department or its agents may issue an order requiring the owner
to correct the improper condition. If the improper condition
relates to the drainfield of an onsite sewage treatment and

disposal system, the department or its agents may issue an order
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146 requiring the owner to repair or replace the drainfield. If an
147 onsite sewage treatment and disposal system has failed, the
148| department or its agents shall issue an order requiring the
149 owner to replace the system. For purposes of this section, an
150 onsite sewage treatment and disposal system has failed if the
151 operation of the system constitutes a nuisance or menace to the
152 public health or significantly degrades the groundwater or
153 surface water and the system cannot be repaired.
154 Section 5. Subsections (2) and (4) of section 381.0101,
155 Florida Statutes, are amended to read:
156 381.0101 Environmental health professionals.—
157 (2) CERTIFICATION REQUIRED.—A person may not perform
158 environmental health or sanitary evaluations in any primary

159| program area of environmental health or an onsite sewage

160 treatment and disposal program under ss. 381.0065 and 381.00651

161 without being certified by the department as competent to

162| perform such evaluations. This section does not apply to:

163 (a) Persons performing inspections of public food service
164 establishments licensed under chapter 509; or

165 (b) Persons performing site evaluations in order to

166| determine proper placement and installation of onsite sewage
167| wastewater treatment and disposal systems who have successfully
168 completed a department-approved soils morphology course and who
169 are working under the direct responsible charge of an engineer
170 licensed under chapter 471.

171 (4) STANDARDS FOR CERTIFICATION.—The department shall adopt
172 rules that establish definitions of terms and minimum standards

173 of education, training, or experience for those persons subject

174 to this section. The rules must also address the process for
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application, examination, issuance, expiration, and renewal of
certification and ethical standards of practice for the
profession.

(a) Persons employed as environmental health professionals
shall exhibit a knowledge of rules and principles of
environmental and public health law in Florida through
examination. A person may not conduct environmental health

evaluations in a primary program area or an onsite sewage

treatment and disposal program under ss. 381.0065 and 381.00651

unless he or she is currently certified in that program area or
works under the direct supervision of a certified environmental
health professional.

1. All persons who begin employment in a primary

environmental health program or an onsite sewage treatment and

disposal system program on or after September 21, 1994, must be

certified in that program within 6 months after employment.

2. Persons employed in the primary environmental health
program of a food protection program or an onsite sewage
treatment and disposal system program before prier—+te September
21, 1994, are shald—be considered certified while employed in

that position and are shatd—Pbe required to adhere to any
professional standards established by the department pursuant to
paragraph (b), complete any continuing education requirements
imposed under paragraph (d), and pay the certificate renewal fee
imposed under subsection (6).

3. Persons employed in the primary environmental health
program of a food protection program or an onsite sewage

treatment and disposal system program before prier—te September

21, 1994, who change positions or program areas and transfer
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204 into another primary environmental health program area on or
205 after September 21, 1994, must be certified in that program
206| within 6 months after such transfer, except that they are wiid
207 not be required to possess the college degree required under
208| paragraph (e).
209 4. Registered sanitarians are shaidt—Pbe considered certified
210 and are shatl—Pbe required to adhere to any professional
211 standards established by the department pursuant to paragraph
212 (b) .
213 (b) At a minimum, the department shall establish standards
214 for professionals in the areas of food hygiene and onsite sewage
215 treatment and disposal.
216 (c) Those persons conducting primary environmental health

217 evaluations or evaluations of onsite sewage treatment and

218| disposal systems must shatt be certified by examination to be

219 knowledgeable in any primary area of environmental health in
220 which they are routinely assigned duties.
221 (d) Persons who are certified shall renew their

222 certification biennially by completing a minimum of met—3dess

223| *#haw 24 contact hours of continuing education for each program
224 area in which they maintain certification, subject to a maximum
225| of 48 hours for multiprogram certification.

226 (e) Applicants for certification must skaltt have graduated

227 from an accredited 4-year college or university with a degree or
228 major coursework in public health, environmental health,
229| environmental science, or a physical or biological science.

230 (f) A certificateholder must shadd+ notify the department

231 within 60 days after any change of name or address from that

232| which appears on the current certificate.
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233 Section 6. Subsection (1) of section 460.406, Florida
234 Statutes, is amended to read:
235 460.406 Licensure by examination.-—
236 (1) Any person desiring to be licensed as a chiropractic
237| physician must apply to the department to take the licensure
238 examination. There shall be an application fee set by the board
239| not to exceed $100 which shall be nonrefundable. There shall
240 also be an examination fee not to exceed $500 plus the actual
241| per applicant cost to the department for purchase of portions of
242 the examination from the National Board of Chiropractic
243| Examiners or a similar national organization, which may be
244 refundable if the applicant is found ineligible to take the
245 examination. The department shall examine each applicant who the

246| board certifies has met all of the following criteria:

247 (a) Completed the application form and remitted the

248 appropriate fee.

249 (b) Submitted proof satisfactory to the department that he

250 or she is not less than 18 years of age.

251 (c) Submitted proof satisfactory to the department that he

252 or she is a graduate of a chiropractic college which is

253| accredited by or has status with the Council on Chiropractic

254| Education or its predecessor agency. However, any applicant who

255 is a graduate of a chiropractic college that was initially

256 accredited by the Council on Chiropractic Education in 1995, who
257| graduated from such college within the 4 years immediately

258| preceding such accreditation, and who is otherwise qualified is

259| shatd—Pbe eligible to take the examination. An Ne application for

260 a license to practice chiropractic medicine may not shaltt be

261 denied solely because the applicant is a graduate of a
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262 chiropractic college that subscribes to one philosophy of
263 chiropractic medicine as distinguished from another.
264 (d)1. For an applicant who has matriculated in a
265| chiropractic college before p¥rier—+te July 2, 1990, completed at
266 least 2 years of residence college work, consisting of a minimum
267 of one-half the work acceptable for a bachelor’s degree granted
268 on the basis of a 4-year period of study, in a college or

269| university accredited by an institutional accrediting agency

270 recognized and approved by the United States Department of

271| Education. However, before p¥rier—+te being certified by the board
272 to sit for the examination, each applicant who has matriculated
273 in a chiropractic college after July 1, 1990, must shalid have
274 been granted a bachelor’s degree, based upon 4 academic years of
275 study, by a college or university accredited by an institutional

276| a—regiemat accrediting agency which is a member of the

277| Commission on Recognition of Postsecondary Accreditation.

278 2. Effective July 1, 2000, completed, before prier—teo

279| matriculation in a chiropractic college, at least 3 years of
280 residence college work, consisting of a minimum of 90 semester
281 hours leading to a bachelor’s degree in a liberal arts college

282 or university accredited by an institutional accrediting agency

283 recognized and approved by the United States Department of

284 Education. However, before prier—%te being certified by the board
285 to sit for the examination, each applicant who has matriculated
286 in a chiropractic college after July 1, 2000, must shald have

287 been granted a bachelor’s degree from an institution holding

288 accreditation for that degree from an institutional a—regienalt

289| accrediting agency which is recognized by the United States

290 Department of Education. The applicant’s chiropractic degree
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291| must consist of credits earned in the chiropractic program and
292| may not include academic credit for courses from the bachelor’s
293 degree.

294 (e) Successfully completed the National Board of

295 Chiropractic Examiners certification examination in parts I, II,
296 ITI, and IV, and the physiotherapy examination of the National
297 Board of Chiropractic Examiners, with a score approved by the
298| board.

299 (f) Submitted to the department a set of fingerprints on a
300 form and under procedures specified by the department, along

301| with payment in an amount equal to the costs incurred by the

302 Department of Health for the criminal background check of the
303| applicant.

304
305 The board may require an applicant who graduated from an

306| institution accredited by the Council on Chiropractic Education
307| more than 10 years before the date of application to the board
308 to take the National Board of Chiropractic Examiners Special
309 Purposes Examination for Chiropractic, or its equivalent, as
310 determined by the board. The board shall establish by rule a
311| passing score.

312 Section 7. Paragraph (e) of subsection (1) of section

313 464.018, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

314 464.018 Disciplinary actions.—

315 (1) The following acts constitute grounds for denial of a
316 license or disciplinary action, as specified in ss. 456.072(2)
317 and 464.0095:

318 (e) Having been found guilty of—regardiess—ef

319| adi3udieatiens or entered a plea of nolo contendere or guilty to,
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regardless of adjudication, any offense prohibited under s.

435.04 or similar statute of another jurisdiction; or having
committed an act which constitutes domestic violence as defined
in s. 741.28.

Section 8. Paragraph (h) of subsection (1) of section
466.028, Florida Statutes, i1s amended to read:

466.028 Grounds for disciplinary action; action by the
board.—

(1) The following acts constitute grounds for denial of a
license or disciplinary action, as specified in s. 456.072(2):

(h) Being employed by any corporation, organization, group,

or person other than a dentist, a hospital, or a professional

corporation or limited liability company composed of dentists to
practice dentistry.

Section 9. Section 466.0285, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

466.0285 Proprietorship by nondentists.—

(1) A person or an entity Ne—persern other than a dentist

licensed under pursvant—te this chapter, a specialty-licensed

children’s hospital licensed under chapter 395 as of January 1,

2021, or mer—any—entity other+tharn a professional corporation or

limited liability company composed of dentists, may not:

(a) Employ a dentist or dental hygienist in the operation
of a dental office.

(b) Control the use of any dental equipment or material
while such equipment or material is being used for the provision
of dental services, whether those services are provided by a
dentist, a dental hygienist, or a dental assistant.

(c) Direct, control, or interfere with a dentist’s clinical
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349 judgment. To direct, control, or interfere with a dentist’s

350 clinical judgment does not mean maynot—be—interpreted—tomean

351| dental services contractually excluded, the application of

352 alternative benefits that may be appropriate given the dentist’s
353| prescribed course of treatment, or the application of

354 contractual provisions and scope of coverage determinations in
355| comparison with a dentist’s prescribed treatment on behalf of a
356 covered person by an insurer, health maintenance organization,
357 or a prepaid limited health service organization.

358
359| Any lease agreement, rental agreement, or other arrangement

360| between a nondentist and a dentist whereby the nondentist

361| provides the dentist with dental equipment or dental materials
362| must shald contain a provision whereby the dentist expressly

363| maintains complete care, custody, and control of the equipment
364 or practice.

365 (2) The purpose of this section is to prevent a nondentist
366 from influencing or otherwise interfering with the exercise of a
367 dentist’s independent professional judgment. In addition to the

368 acts specified in subsection (1), a me person or an entity that

369| whe 1s not a dentist licensed under pursgant—+te this chapter, a

A

370 specialty-licensed children’s hospital licensed under chapter

)

itz ot 4o ot o
L.,_LL.,_Y T T [ ) o T

371 395 as of January 1, 2021, or mer—any—-

H

T

372| professional corporation or limited liability company composed
373| of dentists may not shaldt enter into a relationship with a

374 licensee pursuant to which such unlicensed person or such entity
375 exercises control over any of the following:

376 (a) The selection of a course of treatment for a patient,

377 the procedures or materials to be used as part of such course of
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378 treatment, and the manner in which such course of treatment is
379| carried out by the licensee.3
380 (b) The patient records of a dentist.s
381 (c) Policies and decisions relating to pricing, credit,
382| refunds, warranties, and advertising.;—and
383 (d) Decisions relating to office personnel and hours of
384| practice.
385 (3) Any person who violates this section commits a felony
386| of the third degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s.
387| 775.083, or s. 775.084.
388 (4) Any contract or arrangement entered into or undertaken
389| 1in violation of this section 1is shaidt—Pbe void as contrary to
390| public policy. This section applies to contracts entered into or
391 renewed on or after October 1, 1997.
392 Section 10. Present subsections (13) and (14) of section
393 467.003, Florida Statutes, are redesignated as subsections (14)
394 and (15), respectively, a new subsection (13) is added to that
395 section, and subsections (1) and (12) of that section are
396 amended, to read:
397 467.003 Definitions.—As used in this chapter, unless the
398 context otherwise requires:
399 (1) “Approved midwifery program” means omidwifery—sechoot
400| e* a midwifery training program that whieh 1s approved by the
401| department pursuant to s. 467.205.
402 (12) “Preceptor” means a physician licensed under chapter
403 458 or chapter 459, a 1ieemsed midwife licensed under this

404 chapter, or a certified nurse midwife licensed under chapter

405 464+ who has a minimum of 3 years’ professional experiences+ and

406 who directs, teaches, supervises, and evaluates the learning
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407 experiences of a #he student midwife as part of an approved

408| midwifery program.

409 (13) “Prelicensure course” means a course of study, offered

410| by an approved midwifery program and approved by the department,

411| which an applicant for licensure must complete before a license

412| may be issued and which provides instruction in the laws and

413 rules of this state and demonstrates the student’s competency to

414| practice midwifery under this chapter.

415 Section 11. Section 467.009, Florida Statutes, is amended
416 to read:

417 467.009 Approved midwifery programs; education and training
418 requirements.—

419 (1) The department shall adopt standards for approved

420| midwifery programs which must include, but need not be limited

421 to, standards for all of the following:
422 (a) —TFhe—standards—shalt—encompass Clinical and classroom

423 instruction in all aspects of prenatal, intrapartal, and

424| postpartal care, including all of the following:

425 1. Obstetrics.s

426 2. Neonatal pediatrics.s
427 3. Basic sciences.y

428 4. Female reproductive anatomy and physiology.+
429 5. Behavioral sciences.s
430 6. Childbirth education.s
431 7. Community care.+

432 8. Epidemiology.+

433 9. Genetics.y

434 10. Embryology.+

435 11. Neonatology.+
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436 12. Applied pharmacology.+
437 13. The medical and legal aspects of midwifery.+
438 14. Gynecology and women’s health.s
439 15. Family planning.s
440 16. Nutrition during pregnancy and lactation.s+
441 17. Breastfeeding.;—and
442 18. Basic nursing skills;—and—any—other—instruction
443| determined by —the department—and—ecouneil+tobe neecessary.
444 (b) The—standards—shall—incorporate—the Core competencies,

445| incorporating those established by the American College of Nurse

446| Midwives and the Midwives Alliance of North America, including
447 knowledge, skills, and professional behavior in all of the

448 following areas:

449 1. Primary management, collaborative management, referral,

450 and medical consultation.s

451 2. Antepartal, intrapartal, postpartal, and neonatal care.s
452 3. Family planning and gynecological care.s

453 4. Common complications.;—and

454 5. Professional responsibilities.

455 (c) Noncurricular Fhe—standards—shall—ineludenoncurricultum

456 matters under this section, including, but not limited to,
457 staffing and teacher qualifications.

458 (2) An approved midwifery program must offer shall—Fnelude

459| a course of study amd—etinieal—training for a minimum of 3 years

460 which incorporates all of the standards, curriculum guidelines,

461 and educational objectives provided in this section and the

462 rules adopted hereunder.

463 (3) An approved midwifery program may reduce FEf—the

e 11 carnanAd
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465 ery—edugeation; the required period
466 of training maybe—redueed to the extent of the student’s
467| apptieart’s qualifications as a registered nurse or licensed
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468| practical nurse or based on prior completion of equivalent

469 nursing or midwifery education, as determined wrder—rules
470| adepted by the department rule—Fr—rneo—ecase—shaltl—the—training be

471 redueed—to—a period—of Jess—than 2 —yea¥rs

472

473

474 both

475 (a) A high school diploma or its equivalent.

476 (b) Taken three college-level credits each of math and

477| English or demonstrated competencies in communication and
478 computation.

479 (5)+4>r As part of its course of study, an approved

480| midwifery program must require clinical training that includes
481 all of the following:

482 VAR ST ENEENE SRS SN P DI I = Airra ey oo g ah 11 1At o
a vy o C O CTTT T lll_L\J.VV_L_LC, \J.LA_L_LLL\j L_J_u_Lll_Lll\j, [ & =y = | I i W & e L_ul\c,
483| under—the supervisionof a preecepteor; The care of 50 women in

484 each of the prenatal, intrapartal, and postpartal periods under

485 the supervision of a preceptor.+—but The same women need not be

486 seen through all three periods.
487 (b) 45> Observation of Fhe—studentmidwt

488 additional 25 women in the intrapartal period kefereguatifying

Hh
.

akh 11
C—oSaT—C

489| fer—a—Iticense.

490 (6) Clinical The training required under this section must
491 include all of the following:

492 (a) shadtt—anetuwde Training in eixther hospitals, er

493| alternative birth settings, or both.
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494 (b) A requirement that students demonstrate competency in
495 the assessment of and differentiation—with particularemphasis
496| enp—teorringthe abilitytodifferentiate between low-risk
497| pregnancies and high-risk pregnancies.
498 (7) A hospital or birthing center receiving public funds

499| shall be required to provide student midwives access to observe
500 labor, delivery, and postpartal procedures, provided the woman
501 in labor has given informed consent. The Department of Health
502| shall assist in facilitating access to hospital training for
503| approved midwifery programs.

504 (8) 4+ The Department of Education shall adopt curricular

505 frameworks for midwifery programs conducted within public

506| educational institutions under pursuwant—te this section.
507 b

508
509
510
511 Section 12. Section 467.011, Florida Statutes, i1s amended
512 to read:

513 467.011 Licensed midwives; qualifications; examination

514| Fieensure by eoxamination.—

515 (1) Th Ao v+~ ah 11 N P N o r N PR BN n + + ot
\J_, [ B N N \A.\_,t/uJ_ CITTCT T T O [N 2 NN Ny & R S iy €7 SANI B ) 1) A E N A SN ) U R [ muy A [ 5 ) 1) A A N Y @ R W S N A ey CcC T o T
516 + nrofa o~ neosz £ ST 2 N o T+ o AN A A~ o P B NN I N |
T t/J_UJ__I_\_,_I_\_,J.J.\_/_Y e L,Lt/t/_l__l_\_,ulj. ) LI T AR U S ey \_/Ulllt/\_, CTTITTIC 1T CTO J_\_,\iu_LJ_\_,\A.
517 + nract 1~ ma gt Farsr N e~ £ P IR N 467 NNO0
\—awy tJ_L T o T I CTT 1) 8 A S W ) A S i g o OtJC\/_L_L_LC\J. —TT O e T T e U U .
518 (D) Th Adornartmant o711 daosza] BN okl 1 ok A A ]
\ [ LTI oL tJ()._L CTIT T [ N Iy & R S oL A\ _I_UtJ, tJL,lJ\J_L_LOLJ., (@B Aw § T
519 PPN B P N | + L NP NP S S S PP S N NP N | PP SN
[ NIV & Ry B By @ I W S ) Ay TTTC T T T O C T tJ()._L T IO (& w L T OO oUlITOo 1T ALy wy L
521 43> The department shall issue a license to practice

522 midwifery to an applicant who meets all of the following
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criteria:
(1)

the following:

(a2) An approved midwifery program.

(b)

CS for SB 1568

20211568cl

Demonstrates that he or she has graduated from one of

A medical or midwifery program offered in another

state, jurisdiction, territory,

or country whose graduation

requirements were equivalent to or exceeded those required by s.

467.009 and the rules adopted thereunder at the time of

graduation.
(2)

completed a prelicensure course offered by an

Demonstrates that he or she has amd successfully

approved midwifery

program. Students graduating from an approved

midwifery program

may meet this requirement by showing that the

content

requirements for the prelicensure course were

covered as part of

their course of study.
(3)

Submits an application for licensure

on a form approved

by the department and pays the appropriate fee.

(4)

Demonstrates that he or she has received a passing

score on an £he examination specified by the department—upen

Section 13. Section 467.0125,
to read:

467.0125 Licensed midwives;

Florida Statutes,

is amended

qualifications; Lieensureby

endorsement;
(1)

practice midwifery to an applicant who,

temporary certificates.—

The department shall issue a license

department,

all of the following criteria:

izl A + 2 £ +
(@7 Ry =y W 3 | - T

by endorsement to

upon applying to the

demonstrates to the department that she or he meets

| Heolda o ooy oo
ad) =T TraS—< T Tt
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(a) Submits an application for a temporary certificate on a

form approved by the department and pays the appropriate fee,

which may not exceed $50 and is in addition to the fee required

for licensure by endorsement under subsection (1);

(b) Specifies on the application that he or she will Fhe

Nernartrmandt £ a1+ oh o117 dotrarma +h NN £ ~ova b a A n A
UCtJ(.A._L CIITTTTC A4 IO CIT [SR Y = == A\ 5\ P U, WPp S ) i S i B W) CTITT AL TTO oL |\ S Sy WS S WY @ R llCC\A,
apd—themidwifese—ecertified——shall practice only in one or more

of the following locations:

1. A county health department;

2. A correctional facility;

3. A Department of Veterans’ Affairs clinic;

4. A community health center funded by s. 329, s. 330, or
s. 340 of the United States Public Health Service Act; or

5. Any other agency or institution that is approved by the

State Surgeon General and provides health care to meet the needs

of an underserved population in this state; and £hese—speeifie

a¥FeaTS

(c) Will practice only under the supervision auspiees of a

physician licensed under pursuant—te chapter 458 or chapter 459,

a certified nurse midwife licensed under pwrswant—te part I of
chapter 464, or a midwife licensed under this chapter+ who has a
minimum of 3 years’ professional experience.

(3) The department may issue a temporary certificate under

this section with the following restrictions:

(a) A requirement that a temporary certificateholder

practice only in areas of critical need. The State Surgeon

General shall determine the areas of critical need, which Sueh

N N o
T o O

hat+ include, but are not ke limited to, health

professional shortage areas designated by the United States
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to read:
467.205 Approval of midwifery programs.—

(1) The department shall approve an accredited or state-

licensed public or private institution seeking to provide

midwifery education and training as an approved midwifery

program in this state if the institution meets all of the

following criteria:

(a) Submits an application for approval on a form approved

by the department.

(b) Demonstrates to the department’s satisfaction that the

proposed midwifery program complies with s. 467.009 and the

rules adopted thereunder.

(c) For a private institution, demonstrates its

accreditation by a member of the Council for Higher Education

Accreditation or an accrediting agency approved by the United

States Department of Education and its licensing or provisional

licensing by the Commission for Independent Education Awn
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(2) 44> The department shall, at least once every 3 years,

certify whether each approved midwifery program is currently

compliant, and has maintained compliance, eempties with the
requirements of standards—developed—under s. 467.009 and the

rules adopted thereunder.

(3)45)> If the department finds that an approved midwifery

program is not in compliance with the requirements of s. 467.009

or the rules adopted thereunder, or has lost its accreditation

status, the department must provide its finding to the program

in writing and re—lengermeekts—the reguiredstandardsy—=F may

place the program on probationary status for a specified period

+ 1
cII

of time, which may not exceed 3 years wrtil-—such—Etime

standards are roestorad,

D
[0)]

(4) If a program on probationary status does not come into

compliance with the requirements of s. 467.009 or the rules

adopted thereunder, or regain its accreditation status, as

applicable, within the period specified by the department failts

+ anyyr o~ + 1 o 3 o a4+l o = QA £
cO |\ B i G S S S 3 A S OTT TOTS wrocitrit o opt T

4
-

108 ~A~va A £ 4+ 2
[E =AW § (P S Sy W AW § o C LTIy

the department may rescind the program’s approval.

(5) A Any program that has haeving its approval rescinded
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has shall—hawve the right to reapply for approval.

(6) The department may grant provisional approval of a new

program seeking accreditation status, for a period not to exceed

5 years, provided that all other requirements of this section

are met.

(7) The department may rescind provisional approval of a

program that fails to the meet the requirements of s. 467.009,

this section, or the rules adopted thereunder, in accordance

with procedures provided in subsections (3) and (4) maybe

i T’ ] 14 1 £ i = i .
eTass.

Section 15. Subsections (2), (3), and (4) and paragraphs
(a) and (b) of subsection (5) of section 468.803, Florida
Statutes, are amended to read:

468.803 License, registration, and examination
requirements.—

(2) An applicant for registration, examination, or

licensure must apply to the department on a form prescribed by

the board for consideration of board approval. Each initial
applicant shall submit a&—set—ef fingerprints to the department
er—a—form—and under procedures specified by the department+

the—apptiecarnt+- The board shall screen the results to determine
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if an applicant meets licensure requirements. The board shall
consider for examination, registration, or licensure each
applicant who the board verifies:

(a) Has submitted the completed application and completed

the fingerprinting requirements fimgerprint—Fforms and has paid
the applicable application fee, not to exceed $500—and—the—ecost

£ + 1 at a4 P NN S na] oy g T hiat+~e choaoslra The
O T o C OO CT AT [ 5 L & NN U E N iy i @ R |\ S ) ) i S i iy @5 R LJ.LLJL_\J_L_Y CITCT TINO

) ) ) A + £ + 1 1 1 1 s + K 1 hall
application fee 1is and—ecost—of—the—eriminal—history <cheeks—shalt

be nonrefundable;
(b)
(c)
(d) Has completed the appropriate educational preparation.
3)

(

experience required for licensure in this state must be approved

Is of good moral character;

Is 18 years of age or older; and

A person seeking to attain the orthotics or prosthetics

by the board and registered as a resident by the department.
Although a registration may be held in both disciplines, for
independent registrations the board may not approve a second
registration until at least 1 year after the issuance of the
first registration. Notwithstanding subsection (2), a person who
has been approved by the board and registered by the department
in one discipline may apply for registration in the second
discipline without an additional state or national criminal
history check during the period in which the first registration
is valid. Each independent registration or dual registration is
valid for 2 years after the date of issuance unless otherwise
revoked by the department upon recommendation of the board. The
board shall set a registration fee not to exceed $500 to be paid
by the applicant. A registration may be renewed once by the

department upon recommendation of the board for a period no
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755 longer than 1 year, as such renewal is defined by the board by
756 rule. The renewal fee may not exceed one-half the current
757| registration fee. To be considered by the board for approval of
758 registration as a resident, the applicant must have one of the
759| following:

760 (a) A Bachelor of Science or higher-level postgraduate

761| degree in orthotics and prosthetics from an a—regionaltdy

762 accredited college or university recognized by the Commission on
763| Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs.

764 (b) A minimum of a bachelor’s degree from an

765 institutionally a—regienatdty accredited college or university

766| and a certificate in orthotics or prosthetics from a program
767 recognized by the Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health
768 Education Programs, or its equivalent, as determined by the
769| board.

770 (c) A minimum of a bachelor’s degree from an

771 institutionally a—regienatdty accredited college or university

772 and a dual certificate in both orthotics and prosthetics from
773| programs recognized by the Commission on Accreditation of Allied
774 Health Education Programs, or its equivalent, as determined by
775 the board.

776 (4) The department may develop and administer a state

777 examination for an orthotist or a prosthetist license, or the
778| board may approve the existing examination of a national

779| standards organization. The examination must be predicated on a
780 minimum of a baccalaureate-level education and formalized

781 specialized training in the appropriate field. Each examination

782| must demonstrate a minimum level of competence in basic

783 scientific knowledge, written problem solving, and practical
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clinical patient management. The board shall require an
examination fee not to exceed the actual cost to the board in
developing, administering, and approving the examination, which
fee must be paid by the applicant. To be considered by the board
for examination, the applicant must have:

(a) For an examination in orthotics:

1. A Bachelor of Science or higher-level postgraduate

degree in orthotics and prosthetics from an institutionally =

regienatlty accredited college or university recognized by the
Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs
or, at a minimum, a bachelor’s degree from an institutionally =

regionatty accredited college or university and a certificate in

orthotics from a program recognized by the Commission on
Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs, or its
equivalent, as determined by the board; and

2. An approved orthotics internship of 1 year of qualified
experience, as determined by the board, or an orthotic residency
or dual residency program recognized by the board.

(b) For an examination in prosthetics:

1. A Bachelor of Science or higher-level postgraduate

degree in orthotics and prosthetics from an institutionally =

regirenaltlty accredited college or university recognized by the
Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs
or, at a minimum, a bachelor’s degree from an institutionally =&

regieonatty accredited college or university and a certificate in

prosthetics from a program recognized by the Commission on
Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs, or its
equivalent, as determined by the board; and

2. An approved prosthetics internship of 1 year of
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813 qualified experience, as determined by the board, or a
814| prosthetic residency or dual residency program recognized by the
815| board.
816 (5) In addition to the requirements in subsection (2), to
817| be licensed as:
818 (a) An orthotist, the applicant must pay a license fee not
819| to exceed $500 and must have:
820 1. A Bachelor of Science or higher-level postgraduate
821| degree in Orthotics and Prosthetics from an institutionally =

822| <¥egieonatty accredited college or university recognized by the

823| Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs,

824 or a bachelor’s degree from an institutionally accredited

825| college or university and with a certificate in orthotics from a

826| program recognized by the Commission on Accreditation of Allied
827 Health Education Programs, or its equivalent, as determined by
828 the board;

829 2. An approved apprepriate internship of 1 year of

830 qualified experience, as determined by the board, or a residency
831| program recognized by the board;

832 3. Completed the mandatory courses; and

833 4. Passed the state orthotics examination or the board-

834 approved orthotics examination.

835 (b) A prosthetist, the applicant must pay a license fee not
836| to exceed $500 and must have:

837 1. A Bachelor of Science or higher-level postgraduate

838| degree in Orthotics and Prosthetics from an institutionally =

839| <¥regienatty accredited college or university recognized by the

840| Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs,

841 or a bachelor’s degree from an institutionally accredited
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842 college or university and with a certificate in prosthetics from

843 a program recognized by the Commission on Accreditation of
844| Allied Health Education Programs, or its equivalent, as

845| determined by the board;

846 2. An internship of 1 year of qualified experience, as
847 determined by the board, or a residency program recognized by
848 the board;

849 3. Completed the mandatory courses; and

850 4. Passed the state prosthetics examination or the board-
851 approved prosthetics examination.

852 Section 16. Subsection (7) is added to section 483.801,
853 Florida Statutes, to read:

854 483.801 Exemptions.—This part applies to all clinical
855 laboratories and clinical laboratory personnel within this
856 state, except:

857 (7) Persons performing alternate-site testing within a

858 hospital or offsite emergency department licensed under chapter
859 395.

860 Section 17. Section 483.824, Florida Statutes, 1s amended
861 to read:

862 483.824 Qualifications of clinical laboratory director.—A
863| clinical laboratory director must have 4 years of clinical

864 laboratory experience with 2 years of experience in the

865 specialty to be directed or be nationally board certified in the
866 specialty to be directed, and must meet one of the following

867 requirements:

868 (1) Be a physician licensed under chapter 458 or chapter
869 459;
870 (2) Hold an earned doctoral degree in a chemical, physical,
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or biological science from an a—regionatty accredited
institution and maintain national certification requirements
equal to those required by the federal Health Care Financing
Administration; or

(3) For the subspecialty of oral pathology, be a physician
licensed under chapter 458 or chapter 459 or a dentist licensed
under chapter 466.

Section 18. Subsection (3) of section 490.003, Florida
Statutes, 1s amended to read:

490.003 Definitions.—As used in this chapter:

(3) (a) “Doctoral degree from an American Psychological
Association accredited program” means EffeetiveJuly—3++—3+999;
WAt~ ] ] ol rmasz~ah A1 PN Arlr o+ o N A WA A~ AN ] Aoy T

Ao T T O TIT [ S R VA wep tJLJ_Y\.zLJ.\JL\J\jL\./LALL oA O T T T ITOUTT AT Ao T TOTITIT \AC\j.LCC 1T

psyehotogylmean a Psy.D., an Ed.D. in psychology, or a Ph.D. in
psychology from a psychology program at an educational

institution that, at the time the applicant was enrolled and
graduated:

1l.4a)> Had institutional accreditation from an agency
recognized and approved by the United States Department of
Education or was recognized as a member in good standing with
the Association of Universities and Colleges of Canada; and

2.4Pb> Had programmatic accreditation from the American
Psychological Association.

(b) “Doctoral degree in psychology” means a Psy.D., an

Ed.D. in psychology, or a Ph.D. in psychology from a psychology

program at an educational institution that, at the time the

applicant was enrolled and graduated, had institutional

accreditation from an agency recognized and approved by the

United States Department of Education or was recognized as a
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900| member in good standing with the Association of Universities and
901 Colleges of Canada.

902 Section 19. Subsection (1) of section 490.005, Florida

903 Statutes, 1s amended to read:

904 490.005 Licensure by examination.—

905 (1) Any person desiring to be licensed as a psychologist
906| shall apply to the department to take the licensure examination.
907 The department shall license each applicant who the board

908 certifies has met all of the following requirements:

909 (a) Completed the application form and remitted a
910 nonrefundable application fee not to exceed $500 and an
911 examination fee set by the board sufficient to cover the actual
912| per applicant cost to the department for development, purchase,

913 and administration of the examination, but not to exceed $500.

914 (b) Submitted proof satisfactory to the board that the
915| applicant has received:

916 1. A doctoral degree from an American Psychological

917| Association accredited program beeteorat—tevel—psyechologicalt
918| edueatien; or

919 2. The equivalent of a doctoral degree from an American

920 Psychological Association accredited program deeteral—teved

921| psyehological—education;——asdefined—an—s-—400-003{3)+ from a

922| program at a school or university located outside the United

923 States of America which was officially recognized by the
924| government of the country in which it is located as an
925 institution or program to train students to practice

926| professional psychology. The applicant has the burden of

927| establishing that this requirement has been met.

928 (c) Had at least 2 years or 4,000 hours of experience in
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929 the field of psychology in association with or under the
930 supervision of a licensed psychologist meeting the academic and
931| experience requirements of this chapter or the equivalent as
932| determined by the board. The experience requirement may be met
933| by work performed on or off the premises of the supervising
934| psychologist if the off-premises work is not the independent,
935| private practice rendering of psychological services that does
936 not have a psychologist as a member of the group actually
937| rendering psychological services on the premises.
938 (d) Passed the examination. However, an applicant who has
939| obtained a passing score, as established by the board by rule,
940 on the psychology licensure examination designated by the board
941 as the national licensure examination need only pass the Florida
942 law and rules portion of the examination.
943 Section 20. Subsection (1) of section 490.0051, Florida
944 Statutes, is amended to read:
945 490.0051 Provisional licensure; requirements.-—
946 (1) The department shall issue a provisional psychology
947 license to each applicant who the board certifies has:
948 (a) Completed the application form and remitted a
949| nonrefundable application fee not to exceed $250, as set by
950| board rule.

951 (b) Earned a doctoral degree from an American Psychological

952| Association accredited program inpsyeheotogyas—definedin -5

953| 456-06633).

954 (c) Met any additional requirements established by board
955 rule.
956 Section 21. Subsections (1), (3), and (4) of section

957 491.005, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:
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491.005 Licensure by examination.—
(1) CLINICAL SOCIAL WORK.—Upon verification of

documentation and payment of a fee not to exceed $200, as set by

board rule nlira +1h St A AT N A~ +1h Aoar ot~
V4 LJ_LUU CTT L& AN W W i &> R LJ - LA.LJLJ_L_L\./LAIIL, \SZA Ny w ja CTIT A8 LJLA.J_ CTIT T
for et oo £+ NN NN S NI RV S 2N N NP NI WP N 5 = £
[ S N t/uJ_k/J.Luu\., g T Ay €% 11 ) 1) I N Ry Iy @ A WP I N O 1T OUTIT T ARV § § & WPRN S S WPy &P i Ay § IToouUCTITITTOCITUITT -
Q4 [« SN B Y NS rl o DA~y Ada P NI 1N i HENE SR AP = PO E N NEENE I n
T C T CT (A AUy iy @ g =y LAULZ" "I ) W usps [=J O T1IT O O L [N W § i Sy iy @ R 3 L & NN U S N iy i @ R \JJ_\jullLL;ul.L\Jll,

the department shall issue a license as a clinical social worker

to an applicant who the board certifies has met all of the

following criteria:

(a) Has Submitted an application and paid the appropriate
fee.

(b)1. Has Received a doctoral degree in social work from a
graduate school of social work which at the time the applicant
graduated was accredited by an accrediting agency recognized by
the United States Department of Education or has received a
master’s degree in social work from a graduate school of social
work which at the time the applicant graduated:

a. Was accredited by the Council on Social Work Education;

b. Was accredited by the Canadian Association of Schools of
Social Work; or

c. Has been determined to have been a program equivalent to
programs approved by the Council on Social Work Education by the
Foreign Equivalency Determination Service of the Council on
Social Work Education. An applicant who graduated from a program
at a university or college outside of the United States or
Canada must present documentation of the equivalency
determination from the council in order to qualify.

2. The applicant’s graduate program must have emphasized

direct clinical patient or client health care services,
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including, but not limited to, coursework in clinical social
work, psychiatric social work, medical social work, social
casework, psychotherapy, or group therapy. The applicant’s
graduate program must have included all of the following
coursework:

a. A supervised field placement which was part of the
applicant’s advanced concentration in direct practice, during
which the applicant provided clinical services directly to
clients.

b. Completion of 24 semester hours or 32 quarter hours in
theory of human behavior and practice methods as courses in
clinically oriented services, including a minimum of one course
in psychopathology, and no more than one course in research,
taken in a school of social work accredited or approved pursuant
to subparagraph 1.

3. If the course title which appears on the applicant’s
transcript does not clearly identify the content of the
coursework, the applicant shall be required to provide
additional documentation, including, but not limited to, a
syllabus or catalog description published for the course.

(c) Has Had at least 2 years of clinical social work
experience, which took place subsequent to completion of a
graduate degree in social work at an institution meeting the
accreditation requirements of this section, under the
supervision of a licensed clinical social worker or the
equivalent who is a qualified supervisor as determined by the
board. An individual who intends to practice in Florida to
satisfy clinical experience requirements must register pursuant

to s. 491.0045 before commencing practice. If the applicant’s
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graduate program was not a program which emphasized direct
clinical patient or client health care services as described in
subparagraph (b)2., the supervised experience requirement must
take place after the applicant has completed a minimum of 15
semester hours or 22 quarter hours of the coursework required. A
doctoral internship may be applied toward the clinical social
work experience requirement. A licensed mental health
professional must be on the premises when clinical services are
provided by a registered intern in a private practice setting.

When a registered intern is providing clinical services through

telehealth, a licensed mental health professional must be

accessible by telephone or electronic means.

(d) Has Passed a theory and practice examination designated

by board rule providedly—the department—Fforthis purpese.

(e) Has Demonstrated, in a manner designated by rule of the
board, knowledge of the laws and rules governing the practice of
clinical social work, marriage and family therapy, and mental
health counseling.

(3) MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPY.—Upon verification of
documentation and payment of a fee not to exceed $200, as set by
board rule, plus the actual cost of the purchase of the
examination from the Association of Marital and Family Therapy
Regulatory Board, or similar national organization, the
department shall issue a license as a marriage and family

therapist to an applicant who the board certifies has met all of

the following criteria:

(a) Hes Submitted an application and paid the appropriate
fee.

(b)1. Obtained one of the following:
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a. Has A minimum of a master’s degree with major emphasis

in marriage and family therapy or a closely related field from a

program accredited by the Commission on Accreditation for

Marriage and Family Therapy Education or from a Florida

university program accredited by the Council for Accreditation

of Counseling and Related Educational Programs.

b. A minimum of a master’s degree with an emphasis in

marriage and family therapy with a degree conferred date before

July 1, 2026, from an institutionally accredited Florida college

or university that is not yet accredited by the Commission on

Accreditation for Marriage and Family Therapy Education or the

Council for Accreditation of Counseling and Related Educational

Programs.

2. Completed amd graduate courses approved by the Board of

Clinical Social Work, Marriage and Family Therapy, and Mental

Health Counseling.

If the course title that appears on the applicant’s transcript
does not clearly identify the content of the coursework, the
applicant shall provide additional documentation, including, but
not limited to, a syllabus or catalog description published for
the course. The required master’s degree must have been received
in an institution of higher education that, at the time the

applicant graduated, was fully accredited by an institutional =&

regieonat accrediting body recognized by the Commission on
Recognition of Postsecondary Accreditation or publicly
recognized as a member in good standing with the Association of
Universities and Colleges of Canada, or an institution of higher

education located outside the United States and Canada which, at
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the time the applicant was enrolled and at the time the

applicant graduated, maintained a standard of training
substantially equivalent to the standards of training of those

institutions in the United States which are accredited by an

institutional a—regienat accrediting body recognized by the

Commission on Recognition of Postsecondary Accreditation. Such
foreign education and training must have been received in an
institution or program of higher education officially recognized
by the government of the country in which it is located as an
institution or program to train students to practice as
professional marriage and family therapists or psychotherapists.
The applicant has the burden of establishing that the
requirements of this provision have been met, and the board
shall require documentation, such as an evaluation by a foreign
equivalency determination service, as evidence that the
applicant’s graduate degree program and education were
equivalent to an accredited program in this country. An
applicant with a master’s degree from a program that did not
emphasize marriage and family therapy may complete the
coursework requirement in a training institution fully
accredited by the Commission on Accreditation for Marriage and
Family Therapy Education recognized by the United States
Department of Education.

(c) Has Had at least 2 years of clinical experience during
which 50 percent of the applicant’s clients were receiving
marriage and family therapy services, which must have been be at
the post-master’s level under the supervision of a licensed
marriage and family therapist with at least 5 years of

experience, or the equivalent, who is a qualified supervisor as
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determined by the board. An individual who intends to practice
in Florida to satisfy the clinical experience requirements must
register pursuant to s. 491.0045 before commencing practice. If
a graduate has a master’s degree with a major emphasis in
marriage and family therapy or a closely related field which did
not include all of the coursework required by paragraph (b),
credit for the post-master’s level clinical experience may not
commence until the applicant has completed a minimum of 10 of
the courses required by paragraph (b), as determined by the
board, and at least 6 semester hours or 9 quarter hours of the
course credits must have been completed in the area of marriage
and family systems, theories, or techniques. Within the 2 years
of required experience, the applicant must shaltd provide direct
individual, group, or family therapy and counseling to cases
including those involving unmarried dyads, married couples,
separating and divorcing couples, and family groups that include
children. A doctoral internship may be applied toward the
clinical experience requirement. A licensed mental health
professional must be on the premises when clinical services are
provided by a registered intern in a private practice setting.

When a registered intern is providing clinical services through

telehealth, a licensed mental health professional must be

accessible by telephone or other electronic means.

(d) Has Passed a theory and practice examination designated

by board rule provided by —thedepartment.

(e) Has Demonstrated, in a manner designated by board rule,
knowledge of the laws and rules governing the practice of
clinical social work, marriage and family therapy, and mental

health counseling.
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For the purposes of dual licensure, the department shall license
as a marriage and family therapist any person who meets the
requirements of s. 491.0057. Fees for dual licensure may not
exceed those stated in this subsection.

(4) MENTAL HEALTH COUNSELING.—Upon verification of

documentation and payment of a fee not to exceed $200, as set by

R

board rule, plus—the actual per applticant—cost—eof purechase—-of
D
B

U [T R =
T -

o r
o T

+on; the department shall issue a
license as a mental health counselor to an applicant who the

board certifies has met all of the following criteria:

(a) Hes Submitted an application and paid the appropriate
fee.

(b)1l. Obtained Has a minimum of an earned master’s degree
from a mental health counseling program accredited by the
Council for the Accreditation of Counseling and Related
Educational Programs which consists of at least 60 semester
hours or 80 quarter hours of clinical and didactic instruction,
including a course in human sexuality and a course in substance
abuse. If the master’s degree is earned from a program related
to the practice of mental health counseling which is not
accredited by the Council for the Accreditation of Counseling
and Related Educational Programs, then the coursework and
practicum, internship, or fieldwork must consist of at least 60
semester hours or 80 quarter hours and meet all of the following
requirements:

a. Thirty-three semester hours or 44 quarter hours of

graduate coursework, which must include a minimum of 3 semester
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1161 hours or 4 quarter hours of graduate-level coursework in each of
1162 the following 11 content areas: counseling theories and
1163| practice; human growth and development; diagnosis and treatment
1164 of psychopathology; human sexuality; group theories and
1165| practice; individual evaluation and assessment; career and
1166 lifestyle assessment; research and program evaluation; social
1167 and cultural foundations; substance abuse; and legal, ethical,
1168 and professional standards issues in the practice of mental
1169| health counseling. Courses in research, thesis or dissertation
1170| work, practicums, internships, or fieldwork may not be applied
1171 toward this requirement.
1172 b. A minimum of 3 semester hours or 4 quarter hours of
1173 graduate-level coursework addressing diagnostic processes,
1174 including differential diagnosis and the use of the current
1175| diagnostic tools, such as the current edition of the American
1176| Psychiatric Association’s Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of
1177 Mental Disorders. The graduate program must have emphasized the
1178 common core curricular experience.
1179 c. The equivalent, as determined by the board, of at least
1180 700 hours of university-sponsored supervised clinical practicum,
1181 internship, or field experience that includes at least 280 hours
1182 of direct client services, as required in the accrediting
1183 standards of the Council for Accreditation of Counseling and
1184 Related Educational Programs for mental health counseling
1185| programs. This experience may not be used to satisfy the post-
1186| master’s clinical experience requirement.
1187 2. Has Provided additional documentation if a course title

1188 that appears on the applicant’s transcript does not clearly

1189| identify the content of the coursework. The documentation must
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1190 include, but is not limited to, a syllabus or catalog
1191 description published for the course.
1192
1193| Education and training in mental health counseling must have
1194| Dbeen received in an institution of higher education that, at the

1195 time the applicant graduated, was fully accredited by an

1196 institutional a—regienat accrediting body recognized by the

1197| Council for Higher Education Accreditation or its successor

1198 organization or publicly recognized as a member in good standing
1199| with the Association of Universities and Colleges of Canada, or
1200 an institution of higher education located outside the United
1201 States and Canada which, at the time the applicant was enrolled
1202 and at the time the applicant graduated, maintained a standard
1203 of training substantially equivalent to the standards of

1204 training of those institutions in the United States which are

1205 accredited by an institutional a—regienat accrediting body

1206| recognized by the Council for Higher Education Accreditation or
1207 its successor organization. Such foreign education and training
1208| must have been received in an institution or program of higher
1209| education officially recognized by the government of the country
1210 in which it is located as an institution or program to train
1211 students to practice as mental health counselors. The applicant
1212 has the burden of establishing that the requirements of this
1213 provision have been met, and the board shall require

1214 documentation, such as an evaluation by a foreign equivalency
1215 determination service, as evidence that the applicant’s graduate
1216| degree program and education were equivalent to an accredited

1217| program in this country. Beginning July 1, 2025, an applicant

1218| must have a master’s degree from a program that is accredited by
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the Council for Accreditation of Counseling and Related

Educational Programs, the Masters in Psychology and Counseling

Accreditation Council, or an equivalent accrediting body which

consists of at least 60 semester hours or 80 quarter hours to
apply for licensure under this paragraph.

(c) Hes Had at least 2 years of clinical experience in
mental health counseling, which must be at the post-master’s
level under the supervision of a licensed mental health
counselor or the equivalent who is a qualified supervisor as
determined by the board. An individual who intends to practice
in Florida to satisfy the clinical experience requirements must
register pursuant to s. 491.0045 before commencing practice. If
a graduate has a master’s degree with a major related to the
practice of mental health counseling which did not include all
the coursework required under sub-subparagraphs (b)l.a. and b.,
credit for the post-master’s level clinical experience may not
commence until the applicant has completed a minimum of seven of
the courses required under sub-subparagraphs (b)l.a. and b., as
determined by the board, one of which must be a course in
psychopathology or abnormal psychology. A doctoral internship
may be applied toward the clinical experience requirement. A
licensed mental health professional must be on the premises when
clinical services are provided by a registered intern in a

private practice setting. When a registered intern is providing

clinical services through telehealth, a licensed mental health

professional must be accessible by telephone or other electronic

means.

(d) Hes Passed a theory and practice examination designated

by department rule providedby—the department—for—+this purpese.
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(e) Hes Demonstrated, in a manner designated by board rule,
knowledge of the laws and rules governing the practice of
clinical social work, marriage and family therapy, and mental
health counseling.

Section 22. This act shall take effect July 1, 2021.

Page 44 of 44
CODING: Words striekern are deletions; words underlined are additions.






