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LEGISLATIVE ACTION
Senate . House
Comm: RCS
03/16/2021

The Committee on Banking and Insurance (Brandes) recommended the

following:

Senate Substitute for Amendment (657704) (with title

amendment)

Delete lines 615 - 980
and insert:

premium under subparagraph (n)l. for personal residential

properties that are not owner-occupied. If the risk is not able

to obtain such offer, the risk is eligible for a standard policy
including wind coverage or a basic policy including wind

coverage issued by the corporation; however, if the risk could
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not be insured under a standard policy including wind coverage
regardless of market conditions, the risk is eligible for a
basic policy including wind coverage unless rejected under
subparagraph 8. However, a policyholder removed from the
corporation through an assumption agreement remains eligible for
coverage from the corporation until the end of the assumption
period. The corporation shall determine the type of policy to be
provided on the basis of objective standards specified in the
underwriting manual and based on generally accepted underwriting
practices.

(I) If the risk accepts an offer of coverage through the
market assistance plan or through a mechanism established by the
corporation other than a plan established by s. 627.3518, before
a policy is issued to the risk by the corporation or during the
first 30 days of coverage by the corporation, and the producing
agent who submitted the application to the plan or to the
corporation is not currently appointed by the insurer, the
insurer shall:

(A) Pay to the producing agent of record of the policy for
the first year, an amount that is the greater of the insurer’s
usual and customary commission for the type of policy written or
a fee equal to the usual and customary commission of the
corporation; or

(B) Offer to allow the producing agent of record of the
policy to continue servicing the policy for at least 1 year and
offer to pay the agent the greater of the insurer’s or the
corporation’s usual and customary commission for the type of

policy written.
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If the producing agent is unwilling or unable to accept
appointment, the new insurer shall pay the agent in accordance
with sub-sub-sub-subparagraph (A).

(IT) If the corporation enters into a contractual agreement
for a take-out plan, the producing agent of record of the
corporation policy is entitled to retain any unearned commission
on the policy, and the insurer shall:

(A) Pay to the producing agent of record, for the first
year, an amount that is the greater of the insurer’s usual and
customary commission for the type of policy written or a fee
equal to the usual and customary commission of the corporation;
or

(B) Offer to allow the producing agent of record to
continue servicing the policy for at least 1 year and offer to
pay the agent the greater of the insurer’s or the corporation’s

usual and customary commission for the type of policy written.

If the producing agent is unwilling or unable to accept
appointment, the new insurer shall pay the agent in accordance
with sub-sub-sub-subparagraph (A).

b. With respect to commercial lines residential risks, for
a new application to the corporation for coverage, if the risk
is offered coverage under a policy including wind coverage from
an authorized insurer at its approved rate, the risk is not
eligible for a policy issued by the corporation unless the
premium for coverage from the authorized insurer is more than 15
percent greater than the premium for comparable coverage from
the corporation. Whenever an offer of coverage for a commercial

lines residential risk is received for a policyholder of the
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corporation at renewal from an authorized insurer, if the offer
is equal to or less than the corporation’s renewal premium for
comparable coverage, the risk is not eligible for coverage with
the corporation. If the risk is not able to obtain any such
offer, the risk is eligible for a policy including wind coverage
issued by the corporation. However, a policyholder removed from
the corporation through an assumption agreement remains eligible
for coverage from the corporation until the end of the
assumption period.

(I) If the risk accepts an offer of coverage through the
market assistance plan or through a mechanism established by the
corporation other than a plan established by s. 627.3518, before
a policy is issued to the risk by the corporation or during the
first 30 days of coverage by the corporation, and the producing
agent who submitted the application to the plan or the
corporation is not currently appointed by the insurer, the
insurer shall:

(A) Pay to the producing agent of record of the policy, for
the first year, an amount that is the greater of the insurer’s
usual and customary commission for the type of policy written or
a fee equal to the usual and customary commission of the
corporation; or

(B) Offer to allow the producing agent of record of the
policy to continue servicing the policy for at least 1 year and
offer to pay the agent the greater of the insurer’s or the
corporation’s usual and customary commission for the type of

policy written.

If the producing agent is unwilling or unable to accept
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appointment, the new insurer shall pay the agent in accordance
with sub-sub-sub-subparagraph (A).

(IT) If the corporation enters into a contractual agreement
for a take-out plan, the producing agent of record of the
corporation policy is entitled to retain any unearned commission
on the policy, and the insurer shall:

(A) Pay to the producing agent of record, for the first
year, an amount that is the greater of the insurer’s usual and
customary commission for the type of policy written or a fee
equal to the usual and customary commission of the corporation;
or

(B) Offer to allow the producing agent of record to
continue servicing the policy for at least 1 year and offer to
pay the agent the greater of the insurer’s or the corporation’s

usual and customary commission for the type of policy written.

If the producing agent i1s unwilling or unable to accept
appointment, the new insurer shall pay the agent in accordance
with sub-sub-sub-subparagraph (A).

c. For purposes of determining comparable coverage under
sub-subparagraphs a. and b., the comparison must be based on
those forms and coverages that are reasonably comparable. The
corporation may rely on a determination of comparable coverage
and premium made by the producing agent who submits the
application to the corporation, made in the agent’s capacity as
the corporation’s agent. A comparison may be made solely of the
premium with respect to the main building or structure only on
the following basis: the same coverage A or other building

limits; the same percentage hurricane deductible that applies on
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127 an annual basis or that applies to each hurricane for commercial
128 residential property; the same percentage of ordinance and law
129 |coverage, 1f the same limit is offered by both the corporation
130 and the authorized insurer; the same mitigation credits, to the
131 extent the same types of credits are offered both by the

132 corporation and the authorized insurer; the same method for loss
133 |payment, such as replacement cost or actual cash value, if the
134 same method is offered both by the corporation and the

135 |authorized insurer in accordance with underwriting rules; and
136 any other form or coverage that is reasonably comparable as

137 |determined by the board. If an application is submitted to the
138 corporation for wind-only coverage in the coastal account, the
139 |premium for the corporation’s wind-only policy plus the premium
140 for the ex-wind policy that is offered by an authorized insurer
141 to the applicant must be compared to the premium for multiperil
142 coverage offered by an authorized insurer, subject to the

143 standards for comparison specified in this subparagraph. If the
144 corporation or the applicant requests from the authorized

145 insurer a breakdown of the premium of the offer by types of

146 coverage so that a comparison may be made by the corporation or
147 its agent and the authorized insurer refuses or is unable to

148 |provide such information, the corporation may treat the offer as
149 |not being an offer of coverage from an authorized insurer at the
150 insurer’s approved rate.

151 6. Must include rules for classifications of risks and

152 rates.

153 7. Must provide that if premium and investment income for

154 an account attributable to a particular calendar year are in

155 excess of projected losses and expenses for the account
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attributable to that year, such excess shall be held in surplus
in the account. Such surplus must be available to defray
deficits in that account as to future years and used for that
purpose before assessing assessable insurers and assessable
insureds as to any calendar year.

8. Must provide objective criteria and procedures to be
uniformly applied to all applicants in determining whether an
individual risk is so hazardous as to be uninsurable. In making
this determination and in establishing the criteria and
procedures, the following must be considered:

a. Whether the likelihood of a loss for the individual risk
is substantially higher than for other risks of the same class;
and

b. Whether the uncertainty associated with the individual

risk is such that an appropriate premium cannot be determined.

The acceptance or rejection of a risk by the corporation shall

be construed as the private placement of insurance, and the

provisions—of chapter 120 does de not apply.

9. Must provide that the corporation make its best efforts
to procure catastrophe reinsurance at reasonable rates, to cover
its projected 100-year probable maximum loss as determined by
the board of governors.

10. The policies issued by the corporation must provide
that if the corporation or the market assistance plan obtains an
offer from an authorized insurer to cover the risk at its
approved rates, the risk is no longer eligible for renewal
through the corporation, except as otherwise provided in this

subsection.
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11. Corporation policies and applications must include a
notice that the corporation policy could, under this section, be
replaced with a policy issued by an authorized insurer which
does not provide coverage identical to the coverage provided by
the corporation. The notice must also specify that acceptance of
corporation coverage creates a conclusive presumption that the
applicant or policyholder is aware of this potential.

12. May establish, subject to approval by the office,
different eligibility requirements and operational procedures
for any line or type of coverage for any specified county or
area 1f the board determines that such changes are justified due
to the voluntary market being sufficiently stable and
competitive in such area or for such line or type of coverage
and that consumers who, in good faith, are unable to obtain
insurance through the voluntary market through ordinary methods
continue to have access to coverage from the corporation. If
coverage 1is sought in connection with a real property transfer,
the requirements and procedures may not provide an effective
date of coverage later than the date of the closing of the
transfer as established by the transferor, the transferee, and,
if applicable, the lender.

13. Must provide that, with respect to the coastal account,
any assessable insurer with a surplus as to policyholders of $25
million or less writing 25 percent or more of its total
countrywide property insurance premiums in this state may
petition the office, within the first 90 days of each calendar
year, to qualify as a limited apportionment company. A regular
assessment levied by the corporation on a limited apportionment

company for a deficit incurred by the corporation for the
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coastal account may be paid to the corporation on a monthly
basis as the assessments are collected by the limited
apportionment company from its insureds, but a limited
apportionment company must begin collecting the regular
assessments not later than 90 days after the regular assessments
are levied by the corporation, and the regular assessments must
be paid in full within 15 months after being levied by the
corporation. A limited apportionment company shall collect from
its policyholders any emergency assessment imposed under sub-
subparagraph (b)3.d. The plan must provide that, if the office
determines that any regular assessment will result in an
impairment of the surplus of a limited apportionment company,
the office may direct that all or part of such assessment be
deferred as provided in subparagraph (g)4. However, an emergency
assessment to be collected from policyholders under sub-
subparagraph (b)3.d. may not be limited or deferred.

14. Must provide that the corporation appoint as its
licensed agents only those agents who throughout such
appointments also hold an appointment as defined in s. 626.015
by an insurer who is authorized to write and is actually writing
or renewing personal lines residential property coverage,
commercial residential property coverage, or commercial

nonresidential property coverage within this £he state.

15. Must provide a premium payment plan option to its
policyholders which, at a minimum, allows for quarterly and
semiannual payment of premiums. A monthly payment plan may, but
is not required to, be offered.

16. Must limit coverage on mobile homes or manufactured

homes built before 1994 to actual cash wvalue of the dwelling
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rather than replacement costs of the dwelling.

17. Must provide coverage for manufactured or mobile home
dwellings. Such coverage must also include the following
attached structures:

a. Screened enclosures that are aluminum framed or screened
enclosures that are not covered by the same or substantially the
same materials as those of the primary dwelling;

b. Carports that are aluminum or carports that are not
covered by the same or substantially the same materials as those
of the primary dwelling; and

c. Patios that have a roof covering that is constructed of
materials that are not the same or substantially the same

materials as those of the primary dwelling.

The corporation shall make available a policy for mobile homes
or manufactured homes for a minimum insured value of at least
$3,000.

18. May provide such limits of coverage as the board
determines, consistent with the requirements of this subsection.
19. May require commercial property to meet specified
hurricane mitigation construction features as a condition of

eligibility for coverage.

20. Must provide that new or renewal policies issued by the
corporation on or after January 1, 2012, which cover sinkhole
loss do not include coverage for any loss to appurtenant
structures, driveways, sidewalks, decks, or patios that are
directly or indirectly caused by sinkhole activity. The
corporation shall exclude such coverage using a notice of

coverage change, which may be included with the policy renewal,
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and not by issuance of a notice of nonrenewal of the excluded
coverage upon renewal of the current policy.

21. As of January 1, 2012, must require that the agent
obtain from an applicant for coverage from the corporation an
acknowledgment signed by the applicants+ which includes, at a

minimum, the following statement:

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF POTENTIAL SURCHARGE
AND ASSESSMENT LIABTILITY:

1. AS A POLICYHOLDER OF CITIZENS PROPERTY INSURANCE
CORPORATION, I UNDERSTAND THAT IF THE CORPORATION SUSTAINS A
DEFICIT AS A RESULT OF HURRICANE LOSSES OR FOR ANY OTHER REASON,
MY POLICY COULD BE SUBJECT TO SURCHARGES, WHICH WILL BE DUE AND
PAYABLE UPON RENEWAL, CANCELLATION, OR TERMINATION OF THE
POLICY, AND THAT THE SURCHARGES COULD BE AS HIGH AS 45 PERCENT
OF MY PREMIUM, OR A DIFFERENT AMOUNT AS IMPOSED BY THE FLORIDA
LEGISLATURE.

2. I UNDERSTAND THAT I CAN AVOID THE CITIZENS POLICYHOLDER
SURCHARGE, WHICH COULD BE AS HIGH AS 45 PERCENT OF MY PREMIUM,
BY OBTAINING COVERAGE FROM A PRIVATE MARKET INSURER AND THAT TO
BE ELIGIBLE FOR COVERAGE BY CITIZENS, I MUST FIRST TRY TO OBTAIN
PRIVATE MARKET COVERAGE BEFORE APPLYING FOR OR RENEWING COVERAGE
WITH CITIZENS. I UNDERSTAND THAT PRIVATE MARKET INSURANCE RATES
ARE REGULATED AND APPROVED BY THE STATE.

3. I UNDERSTAND THAT I MAY BE SUBJECT TO EMERGENCY
ASSESSMENTS TO THE SAME EXTENT AS POLICYHOLDERS OF OTHER
INSURANCE COMPANIES, OR A DIFFERENT AMOUNT AS IMPOSED BY THE
FLORIDA LEGISLATURE.
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4. I ALSO UNDERSTAND THAT CITIZENS PROPERTY INSURANCE
CORPORATION IS NOT SUPPORTED BY THE FULL FAITH AND CREDIT OF THE
STATE OF FLORIDA.

a. The corporation shall maintain, in electronic format or
otherwise, a copy of the applicant’s signed acknowledgment and
provide a copy of the statement to the policyholder as part of
the first renewal after the effective date of this subparagraph.

b. The signed acknowledgment form creates a conclusive
presumption that the policyholder understood and accepted his or
her potential surcharge and assessment liability as a
policyholder of the corporation.

22. The corporation shall pay a producing agent of record a

reasonable commission not to exceed the average of commissions

paid in the preceding year by the 20 admitted insurers writing

the greatest market share of property insurance in this state.

(n)1. Rates for coverage provided by the corporation must
be actuarially sound and subject to s. 627.062, except as
otherwise provided in this paragraph. The corporation shall file
its recommended rates with the office at least annually. The
corporation shall provide any additional information regarding
the rates which the office requires. The office shall consider
the recommendations of the board and issue a final order
establishing the rates for the corporation within 45 days after
the recommended rates are filed. The corporation may not pursue
an administrative challenge or judicial review of the final
order of the office.

2. In addition to the rates otherwise determined pursuant

to this paragraph, the corporation shall impose and collect an
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330 amount equal to the premium tax provided in s. 624.509 to

331 augment the financial resources of the corporation.

332 3. After The public hurricane loss-projection model under
333 s. 627.06281, if has—Pbeen found to be accurate and reliable by
334 the Florida Commission on Hurricane Loss Projection Methodology,
335 |+the—moded shall be considered when establishing the windstorm
336 |portion of the corporation’s rates. The corporation may use the
337 |public model results in combination with the results of private
338 |models to calculate rates for the windstorm portion of the

339 |corporation’s rates. This subparagraph does not require or allow
340 the corporation to adopt rates lower than the rates otherwise
341 required or allowed by this paragraph.

342 4. The rate filings for the corporation which were approved
343 by the office and took effect January 1, 2007, are rescinded,
344 except for those rates that were lowered. As soon as possible,
345 the corporation shall begin using the lower rates that were in
346 effect on December 31, 2006, and provide refunds to

347 |policyholders who paid higher rates as a result of that rate

348 filing. The rates in effect on December 31, 2006, remain in

349 |effect for the 2007 and 2008 calendar years except for any rate
350 change that results in a lower rate. The next rate change that
351 |may increase rates shall take effect pursuant to a new rate

352 filing recommended by the corporation and established by the

353 |office, subject to this paragraph.

354 5. Beginning on July 15, 2009, and annually thereafter, the
355 corporation must make a recommended actuarially sound rate

356 |filing for each personal and commercial line of business it

357 |writes, to be effective no earlier than January 1, 2010.

358 6. Beginning on or after January 1, 2022 Jangary—3+—=2646,
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and notwithstanding the board’s recommended rates and the
office’s final order regarding the corporation’s filed rates
under subparagraph 1., the corporation shall annually implement
a rate increase which, except for sinkhole coverage, does not
exceed 10 percent for any single policy renewed issuwed by the

corporation covering an owner-occupied personal residential

property that has a dwelling replacement cost less than $700,000

or that is a single condominium unit that has a combined

dwelling and contents replacement cost less than $700,000,

excluding coverage changes and surcharges, if the policy was

initially issued by the corporation and the dwelling was

determined by the corporation to be owner-occupied before July
1, 2021.

And the title is amended as follows:

Delete lines 14 - 16.

Page 14 of 14
3/15/2021 2:37:49 PM 597-02838A-21






