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LEGISLATIVE ACTION

Senate . House

Floor: 2a/RE/3R
04/26/2021 01:14 PM

Senator Brodeur moved the following:

Senate Amendment to Amendment (577214) (with title

amendment)

Delete lines 67 - 278
and insert:
Section 2. Paragraph (d) is added to subsection (1) of
section 553.79, Florida Statutes, to read:
553.79 Permits; applications; issuance; inspections.—
(1)

(d) A local government may not require a contract between a

builder and an owner for the issuance of a building permit or as
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a requirement for the submission of a building permit

application.

Section 3. Present subsections (10) through (19) of section
553.791, Florida Statutes, are redesignated as subsections (11)
through (20), respectively, a new subsection (10) and subsection
(21) are added to that section, and subsection (1), paragraph
(b) of subsection (2), subsections (3), (4), and (6), paragraphs
(b) and (d) of subsection (7), subsections (8) and (9), and
present subsections (10), (11), (12), (14), and (15) are
amended, to read:

553.791 Alternative plans review and inspection.—

(1) As used in this section, the term:

(a) “Applicable codes” means the Florida Building Code and
any local technical amendments to the Florida Building Code but
does not include the applicable minimum fire prevention and
firesafety codes adopted pursuant to chapter 633.

(b) “Audit” means the process to confirm that the building
code inspection services have been performed by the private
provider, including ensuring that the required affidavit for the

plan review has been properly completed and submitted with

affixed—+e the permit documents and that the minimum mandatory
inspections required under the building code have been performed
and properly recorded. The local building official may not
replicate the plan review or inspection being performed by the
private provider, unless expressly authorized by this section.

(c) “Building” means any construction, erection,
alteration, demolition, or improvement of, or addition to, any
structure or site work for which permitting by a local

enforcement agency is required.
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(d) “Building code inspection services” means those
services described in s. 468.603(5) and (8) involving the review
of building plans as well as those services involving the review
of site plans and site work engineering plans or their
functional equivalent, to determine compliance with applicable

codes and those inspections required by law, conducted either in

person or virtually, of each phase of construction for which

permitting by a local enforcement agency is required to
determine compliance with applicable codes.

(e) “Deliver” or “delivery” means any method of delivery

used in conventional business or commercial practice, including

delivery by electronic transmissions.

(f) “Duly authorized representative” means an agent of the
private provider identified in the permit application who
reviews plans or performs inspections as provided by this
section and who is licensed as an engineer under chapter 471 or
as an architect under chapter 481 or who holds a standard
certificate under part XII of chapter 468.

(g) “Electronically posted” means providing notices of

decisions, results, or records, including inspection records,

through the use of a website or other form of electronic

communication used to transmit or display information.

(h) “Electronic signature” means any letters, characters,

or symbols manifested by electronic or similar means which are

executed or adopted by a party with an intent to authenticate a

writing or record.

(i) “Electronic transmission” or “submitted electronically”

means any form or process of communication not directly

involving the physical transfer of paper or another tangible
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medium which is suitable for the retention, retrieval, and

reproduction of information by the recipient and is retrievable

in paper form by the receipt through an automated process. All

notices provided for in this section may be transmitted

electronically and shall have the same legal effect as if

physically posted or mailed.
(7)) “Immediate threat to public safety and welfare”

means a building code violation that, if allowed to persist,
constitutes an immediate hazard that could result in death,
serious bodily injury, or significant property damage. This
paragraph does not limit the authority of the local building
official to issue a Notice of Corrective Action at any time
during the construction of a building project or any portion of
such project if the official determines that a condition of the
building or portion thereof may constitute a hazard when the
building is put into use following completion as long as the
condition cited is shown to be in violation of the building code
or approved plans.

(k)+er “Local building official” means the individual
within the governing jurisdiction responsible for direct
regulatory administration or supervision of plans review,
enforcement, and inspection of any construction, erection,
alteration, demolition, or substantial improvement of, or
addition to, any structure for which permitting is required to
indicate compliance with applicable codes and includes any duly
authorized designee of such person.

(1) “Permit application” means a properly completed and
submitted application for the requested building or construction

permit, including:
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1. The plans reviewed by the private provider.

2. The affidavit from the private provider required under
subsection (6).

3. Any applicable fees.

4. Any documents required by the local building official to
determine that the fee owner has secured all other government
approvals required by law.

(m) 43> “Plans” means building plans, site engineering
plans, or site plans, or their functional equivalent, submitted
by a fee owner or fee owner’s contractor to a private provider
or duly authorized representative for review.

(n)45> “Private provider” means a person licensed as a
building code administrator under part XII of chapter 468, as an
engineer under chapter 471, or as an architect under chapter
481. For purposes of performing inspections under this section
for additions and alterations that are limited to 1,000 square
feet or less to residential buildings, the term “private
provider” also includes a person who holds a standard
certificate under part XII of chapter 468.

(o) Hk)> “Request for certificate of occupancy or certificate
of completion” means a properly completed and executed
application for:

1. A certificate of occupancy or certificate of completion.

2. A certificate of compliance from the private provider
required under subsection (12) -335-.

3. Any applicable fees.

4. Any documents required by the local building official to
determine that the fee owner has secured all other government

approvals required by law.
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(p) “Single-trade inspection” means any inspection focused

on a single construction trade, such as plumbing, mechanical, or

electrical. The term includes, but is not limited to,

inspections of door or window replacements; fences and block

walls more than 6 feet high from the top of the wall to the

bottom of the footing; stucco or plastering; reroofing with no

structural alteration; HVAC replacements; ductwork or fan

replacements; alteration or installation of wiring, lighting,

and service panels; water heater changeouts; sink replacements;

and repiping.

(g)+3+> “Site work” means the portion of a construction
project that is not part of the building structure, including,
but not limited to, grading, excavation, landscape irrigation,
and installation of driveways.

(r)A4myr “Stop-work order” means the issuance of any written
statement, written directive, or written order which states the
reason for the order and the conditions under which the cited
work will be permitted to resume.

(2)

(b) If an owner or contractor retains a private provider

for purposes of plans review or building inspection services,

the local jurisdiction must reduce the permit fee by the amount

of cost savings realized by the local enforcement agency for not

having to perform such services. Such reduction may be

calculated on a flat fee or percentage basis, or any other

reasonable means by which a local enforcement agency assesses

the cost for its plans review or inspection services tt—3s—the
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may not charge fees for building inspections if the fee owner or

contractor hires a private provider to perform such services;

however, the local jurisdiction may charge a reasonable
administrative fee.

(3) A private provider and any duly authorized
representative may only perform building code inspection

services that are within the disciplines covered by that

person’s licensure or certification under chapter 468, chapter

471, or chapter 481, including single-trade inspections. A

private provider may not provide building code inspection

services pursuant to this section upon any building designed or

constructed by the private provider or the private provider’s

firm.

(4) A fee owner or the fee owner’s contractor using a

private provider to provide building code inspection services

shall notify the local building official in writing at the time

of permit application, or by 2 p.m. local time, 2 business days

before the first scheduled inspection by the local building

official or building code enforcement agency that fe¥ a private

provider has been contracted to perform the perferming required

inspections of construction under this section, including

single-trade inspections, on a form to be adopted by the

commission. This notice shall include the following information:
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(a) The services to be performed by the private provider.

(b) The name, firm, address, telephone number, and e-mail
address faesimitermumber 0f each private provider who is
performing or will perform such services, his or her
professional license or certification number, qualification
statements or resumes, and, if required by the local building
official, a certificate of insurance demonstrating that
professional liability insurance coverage is in place for the
private provider’s firm, the private provider, and any duly
authorized representative in the amounts required by this

section.

================= T ] TLE A MEDNDDMENT ================
And the title is amended as follows:

Delete lines 768 - 773
and insert:

technical changes; amending s. 553.79, F.S.;

prohibiting
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