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HB 431 2021

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the practice of physician

3 assistants; amending ss. 458.347 and 459.022, F.S.;
4 F.S.; providing legislative intent; revising and

5 providing definitions; authorizing a licensed

6 physician assistant to provide a signature,

7 certification, stamp, verification, affidavit, or

8 endorsement for specified reasons; providing an

9 exception; providing applicability; deleting a

10 provision relating to the performance of medical

11 services by a trainee; revising an accreditation

12 requirement to come from the Accreditation Review

13 Commission on Education for the Physician Assistant,
14 Inc., or, before 2001, its equivalent or predecessor
15 organization; authorizing a trainee to perform medical
16 services within the scope of an approved program;

17 revising physician assistant licensure requirements
18 for each applicant recommended by the Council on

19 Physician Assistants; revising and providing
20 requirements for temporary licensure and licensure
21 renewal; providing registration, financial
22 responsibility, and direct billing and reimbursement
23 requirements for a physician assistant to engage in
24 autonomous practice; conforming provisions to changes
25 made by the act; amending ss. 744.3675 and 893.05,
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26 F.S.; conforming cross-references; providing an
277 effective date.

28
29| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
30
31 Section 1. Subsections (6) and (7) of section 458.347,

32 Florida Statutes, are renumbered as subsections (5) and (06),

33 respectively, subsections (8) through (17) are renumbered as

34 subsections (10) through (19), respectively, subsections (1),
35 (2), and (3), paragraph (e) of subsection (4), and present

36 subsections (5), (6), (7), and (13) are amended, paragraphs (i)

37 and (Jj) are added to subsection (4), and new subsections (8) and

38 (9) are added to that section, to read:

39 458.347 Physician assistants.—

40 (1) LEGISLATIVE INTENT.-—

41 4=+ The purpose of this section is to authorize physician

42 assistants, with their education, training, and experience in

43 the field of medicine, to practice medicine in collaboration

44| with physicians and other health care practitioners to provide

45 increased efficiency and to ensure high-quality medical services

46| are available at a reasonable cost ernceouragemore—effeetive
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) (2) DEFINITIONS.—As used 1in this section:
ol "A d " hysici istant
a pproved program" means a physician assistant program

62 in the United States, or any possession or territory thereof,

63| accredited by the Accreditation Review Commission on Education

64 for the Physician Assistant, Inc., or, before 2001, its

65 equivalent or predecessor organization; the Committee on Allied

06 Health Education and Accreditation; or the Commission on

67| Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs fermally

68 Gdpproved—oy—tae—beoards—For the ecdueation of physiciasn
09 assistants.

70 (b) "Autonomous physician assistant" means a physician

71 assistant practicing in primary care who collaborates with,

72 consults with, or refers to a physician or other appropriate

73| healthcare provider as determined by the patient's condition;

74 the education, training, and experience of the physician

75 assistant; and the standard of care.
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76 (c)Hb> "Boards" means the Board of Medicine and the Board
77 of Osteopathic Medicine.

78 (d){h» "Continuing medical education" means courses

79 recognized and approved by the boards, the American Academy of
80 Physician Assistants, the American Medical Association, the

81 American Osteopathic Association, or the Accreditation Council
82 on Continuing Medical Education.

83 (e)+e> "Council" means the Council on Physician

84| Assistants.

85 (f) "National certification" means a graduation

86| examination approved by the boards, including, but not limited

87 to, those examinations administered by the National Commission

88| on Certification of Physician Assistants or its equivalent or

89 successor organization.

90 (g)4e)> "Physician assistant" means a person who is

91 licensed under this chapter or chapter 459. A physician

92 assistant is a medical professional qualified by academic and

93| clinical training to provide medical services under physician

94 supervision including, but not limited to, the diagnoses of

95 illnesses, development and management of treatment plans,

96| performance of medical procedures, and prescribing and

97| dispensing of medications in collaboration with physicians and
98 other health care practitioners a—graduate—of an—approved

99 i i
100
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101 | +£he—supervising physiceian.

102 (h)+4#& "Supervision" means responsible supervision and

103 control. Except in cases of emergency, supervision requires the
104 easy availability or physical presence of the licensed physician
105 for consultation and direction of the actions of the physician
106 assistant. For the purposes of this definition, the term "easy
107 availability" includes the ability to communicate by way of

108| telecommunication. The boards shall establish rules as to what
109| constitutes responsible supervision of the physician assistant.
110
111

112

113| en—~tertifiecationof PhysieianAssistantss

114 (i)He "Trainee" means a person who 1is currently enrolled
115 in an approved program.

116 (3) PERFORMANCE OF SUPERVISING PHYSICIAN.—Each physician
117 or group of physicians supervising a licensed physician

118 assistant must be gqualified in the medical areas in which the
119| physician assistant is to perform and shall be individually or
120 collectively responsible and liable for the performance and the

121 acts and omissions of the physician assistant. A—physician—may

122 et _alrrma vtz o mo e +han P T TV Do NE AN i B S B o
To T —oSoupCTrvsCItoTrC— ottt t oot CourrCitcrry Tt CCirst

123| assistants—at—any one—time—A physiciansupervising—a physician
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126| assistants

127 (4) PERFORMANCE OF PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS.—

128 (e) A supervising physician may delegate to a fully

129 licensed physician assistant the authority to prescribe or

130 dispense any medication used in the supervising physician's

131| practice unless such medication is listed on the formulary

132 created pursuant to paragraph (f). A fully licensed physician
133| assistant may only prescribe or dispense such medication under
134 the following circumstances:

135 1. A physician assistant must clearly identify to the

136| patient that he or she is a physician assistant and inform the
137| patient that the patient has the right to see the physician

138| before a prescription is prescribed or dispensed by the

139| physician assistant.

140 2. The supervising physician must notify the department of
141 his or her intent to delegate, on a department-approved form,
142| Dbefore delegating such authority and of any change in

143| prescriptive privileges of the physician assistant. Authority to
144 dispense may be delegated only by a supervising physician who is
145 registered as a dispensing practitioner in compliance with s.
146| 465.0276.

147 3. The physician assistant must complete a minimum of 10
148 continuing medical education hours in the specialty practice in
149 which the physician assistant has prescriptive privileges with

150 each licensure renewal. Three of the 10 hours must consist of a
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continuing education course on the safe and effective

o

prescribing of controlled substance medications whie
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4. The department may issue a prescriber number to the

physician assistant granting authority for the prescribing of
medicinal drugs authorized within this paragraph upon completion
of the requirements of this paragraph. The physician assistant
is not required to independently register pursuant to s.
465.0276.

5. The prescription may be in paper or electronic form but
must comply with ss. 456.0392 (1) and 456.42 (1) and chapter 499
and must contain, in addition to the supervising physician's
name, address, and telephone number, the physician assistant's
prescriber number. Unless it is a drug or drug sample dispensed
by the physician assistant, the prescription must be filled in a
pharmacy permitted under chapter 465 and must be dispensed in
that pharmacy by a pharmacist licensed under chapter 465. The
inclusion of the prescriber number creates a presumption that
the physician assistant is authorized to prescribe the medicinal
drug and the prescription is wvalid.

6. The physician assistant must note the prescription or
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176| dispensing of medication in the appropriate medical record.

177 (i) Except for a physician certification under s. 381.986,

178 a licensed physician assistant may provide a signature,

179 certification, stamp, verification, affidavit, or endorsement

180 that is otherwise required by law to be provided by a physician

181 for the following:

182 1. Baker Act commitments.

183 2. Do-not-resuscitate orders or physician orders for the

184 administration of life-sustaining procedures.

185 3. Death certificates in accordance with chapter 382.
186 4. School physicals.
187 5. Date of maximum medical improvement as defined in s.

188 440.02.

189 6. Physical, occupational, and speech therapy orders and

190 home health and durable medical equipment orders.

191 7. Pronouncement of death.

192 (J) This chapter does not prevent a licensed physician

193 assistant from supervising a medical assistant as defined in

194 this chapter and chapter 459.

195 5 —PERFORMANCERY—FRAINEES-——Notwithstanding—any——other
196| Jaw,—atrainee may performmedical services when such services
197 are—rendered—within the scope—of an approvedPprogram:

198 (5)+6> PROGRAM APPROVAL.—

199 (a) The boards shall approve programs, based on

200 recommendations by the council, for the education and training
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251 organization.

252 b. For an applicant who graduated before December 31,

253 2020, has received a baccalaureate or master's degree from an

254 approved program.

255 c. For an applicant who graduated before July 1, 1994, has

256| graduated from an approved program of instruction in primary

257 health care or surgery.

258 d. For an applicant who graduated before July 1, 1983, has

259| received a certification from the boards as a physician

260 assistant.

261 3.2+ Has obtained satisfactoritypassed a passing
262| profiecieneyexaminagtion by an—aceeptablte score, as established

263| by the National Commission on Certification of Physician

264| Assistants or its equivalent or successor organization, and has

265| been nationally certified. If an applicant does not hold a

266 current certificate issued by the National Commission on

267 Certification of Physician Assistants or its equivalent or

268 successor organization and has not actively practiced as a

269| physician assistant within the immediately preceding 4 years,
270 the applicant must retake and successfully complete the entry-
271 level examination of the National Commission on Certification of

272 Physician Assistants or its equivalent or successor organization

273 to be eligible for licensure.
274 4.3+ Has completed the application form and remitted an
275| application fee not to exceed $300 as set by the boards. An
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326 1. Be a recent graduate of an approved program as

327 specified in subparagraph (6) (a)2.

328 2. Register for the first available national certification

329| examination administered by the National Commission on

330 Certification of Physician Assistants or its equivalent or

331 successor organization after the applicant's graduation.

332

333 If the applicant becomes employed with a temporary license, he

334 or she must comply with paragraph (b).

335 (b) The temporary license shall expire 30 days after

336| receipt of scores of the national certification prefieieney

337| examination administered by the National Commission on

338| Certification of Physician Assistants or its equivalent or

339| successor organization. Bektween meetings—ofthe couneil;—Ehe
340
341
342

343 1 T U S S R T P Th e mAant o
T T T (= J—\J&U—LUJ— lll\./\_,k_,_l_l.ly e T OO T O T 1T [ N i ) [ S NP W) W i R W 3J_(_/L

346 (c) An applicant who has passed the national certification

347 profieteney examination may be granted permanent licensure.

348 (d) An applicant who has failed faiding the national

349| certification prefieieney examination 4+s no longer holds a

350 temporary license tempeorarity—tieensed but may reapply for a 1-
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351 year extension of temporary licensure. The department may not

352 grant an applicant more than one extension of temporary

353 licensure.
354 (e) An applicant may not be granted more than two
355 temporary licenses and may not be licensed as a physician

356 assistant until he or she passes the national certification

357 examination administered by the National Commission on

358| Certification of Physician Assistants or its equivalent or

359| successor organization.

360 (f) As prescribed by board rule, the council may require

361 an applicant who does not pass the national certification

362| Jieensing examination after five or more attempts to complete
363| additional remedial education or training. The council shall
364| prescribe the additional requirements in a manner that permits
365 the applicant to complete the requirements and be reexamined
366| within 2 years after the date the applicant petitions the

367 council to retake the national certification examination a sixth

368 or subsequent time.

369 (8) LTICENSURE RENEWAL.—

370 (a) The license must be renewed biennially.

371 (b) FEach license renewal must include:

372 1. A renewal fee not to exceed $500 as set by the boards.
373 2. Acknowledgment of no felony convictions in the previous

374 2 years.

375 3.a. A completed physician assistant workforce survey,
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376| which shall be administered in the same manner as the physician

377 survey established in s. 458.3191 and must contain the same

378 information required in s. 458.3191(1) and (2).

379 b. Effective July 1, 2018, and every 2 years thereafter,

380 the department shall report the data collected from the

381| physician assistant workforce surveys to the boards.

382 4.a. Proof of completion of 10 continuing medical

383| education hours or a current certificate issued by the National

384| Commission on Certification of Physician Assistants or its

385| equivalent or successor organization.

386 b. For licensed physician assistants with prescribing

387| privileges, proof of completion of 10 continuing medical

388| education hours in the specialty practice of the supervising

389| physician. Three of the 10 hours must consist of a continuing

390 medical education course on the safe and effective prescribing

391 of controlled substance medications which is designated by the

392| American Academy of Physician Assistants as a Category 1 credit.

393 5. Proof of recertification of his or her national

394 certification in accordance with the National Commission on

395| Certification of Physician Assistants or its equivalent or

396 successor organization.

397 (9) AUTONOMOUS PRACTICE BY A PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT.—

398 (a) The boards shall register a physician assistant as an

399 autonomous physician assistant if the applicant demonstrates

400 that he or she:
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401 1. Holds an active, unencumbered certificate under this

402 section or s. 459.022.

403 2. Has not been subject to any disciplinary action as

404 specified in this chapter or chapter 459, or any similar

405 disciplinary action in any other jurisdiction, within the 5

406| vyears immediately preceding the registration application.

407 3. Has completed, in any state, jurisdiction, or territory

408 of the United States, at least 3,000 clinical instruction hours,

409| which may include clinical instruction hours provided by the

410 applicant, within the 5 years immediately preceding the

411 registration application while practicing as a physician

412 assistant under the supervision of an allopathic or osteopathic

413| physician who held an active, unencumbered license issued by any

414 state, jurisdiction, or territory of the United States during

415 the period of such supervision. For purposes of this

416| subparagraph, the term "clinical instruction" means education

417| provided by faculty in a clinical setting in a graduate program

418 leading to a master's or doctorate degree in physician assistant

419| practice.

420 4, Has completed a graduate-level course in pharmacology

421 and differential diagnosis.

422 (b) An autonomous physician assistant who is registered

423| under this section must notify the department within 30 days

424 after leaving a supervisory agreement.

425 (c) An autonomous physician assistant who is registered
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426| under this section may:

4277 1. Engage in autonomous practice in primary care practice,

428 including internal medicine, pediatrics, family medicine,

429| general internal medicine, geriatrics, general obstetrics, and

430 gynecology practices.

431 2. Order, prescribe, and dispense medications including

432 those medications listed on the formulary established in

433| paragraph (4) (f).

434 3. Provide a signature, certification, stamp,

435| wverification, affidavit, or other endorsement that is otherwise

436| required by law to be provided by a physician.

437 4. For a patient who requires the services of a health

438 care facility, as defined in s. 408.032:

439 a. Admit the patient to the facility.

440 b. Manage the care received by the patient in the

441 facility.

442 c. Discharge the patient from the facility, unless

443| prohibited by federal law or rule.

444 (d) The department shall conspicuously distinguish the

445 license of an autonomous physician assistant who is registered

446| under this section and include the registration in the physician

447 assistant's practitioner profile created under s. 456.041.

448 (e) When engaging in autonomous practice, an autonomous

449| physician assistant registered under this section must provide

450 information in writing to a new patient about his or her
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451 qualifications and the nature of autonomous practice before or

452 during the initial patient encounter.

453 (f)1. An autonomous physician assistant registered under

454 this section must, by one of the following methods, demonstrate

455 to the satisfaction of the boards and the department financial

456 responsibility to pay claims and costs ancillary thereto arising

457 out of the rendering of, or the failure to render, nursing care,

458 treatment, or services:

459 a. Obtaining and maintaining professional liability

460 coverage in an amount not less than $100,000 per claim, with a

461| minimum annual aggregate of not less than $300,000, from an

462 authorized insurer as defined in s. 624.09, from a surplus lines

463 insurer as defined in s. 626.914(2), from a risk retention group

464 as defined in s. 627.942, from the Joint Underwriting

465| Association established under s. 627.351(4), or through a plan

466 of self-insurance as provided in s. 627.357; or

467 b. Obtaining and maintaining an unexpired, irrevocable

468 letter of credit, established pursuant to chapter 675, in an

469| amount of not less than $100,000 per claim, with a minimum

470 aggregate availability of credit of not less than $300,000. The

471 letter of credit must be payable to the autonomous physician

472 assistant as beneficiary upon presentment of a final judgment

473 indicating liability and awarding damages to be paid by the

474 autonomous physician assistant or upon presentment of a

475 settlement agreement signed by all parties to such agreement
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476| when such final judgment or settlement is a result of a claim

477 arising out of the rendering of, or the failure to render,

478 services.

479 2. The requirements of subparagraph 1. do not apply to:

480 a. An autonomous physician assistant registered under this

481 section who practices exclusively as an officer, employee, or

482 agent of the Federal Government or of the state or its agencies

483 or 1ts subdivisions.

484 b. A physician assistant whose registration under this

485| section has become inactive and who is not practicing as an

486| autonomous physician assistant registered under this section in

487 this state.

488 c. An autonomous physician assistant registered under this

489 section who practices only in conjunction with his or her

490 teaching duties at an accredited school or its main teaching

491 hospitals. Such practice is limited to that which is incidental

492 to and a necessary part of duties in connection with the

493 teaching position.

494 d. An autonomous physician assistant who holds an active

495| registration under this section but who is not engaged in

496 autonomous practice as authorized under this section in this

497 state. If such person initiates or resumes any practice as an

498 autonomous physician assistant, he or she must notify the

499| department of such activity and fulfill the professional

500 liability coverage requirements of subparagraph 1.
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501 (g) An autonomous physician assistant registered under

502 this section may directly bill and receive payment from public

503 and private insurance companies.

504 (h)4#&> The Board of Medicine may impose any of the

505 penalties authorized under ss. 456.072 and 458.331(2) upon a
506| physician assistant if the physician assistant or the

507 supervising physician has been found guilty of or is being
508 investigated for any act that constitutes a violation of this
509 chapter or chapter 456.

510 (i)4¢> An application or other documentation required for

511 submission fe—be——submitted to the department under subsection

512 (7), subsection (8), or this subsection may be submitted

513| electronically.

514 (15)4+3> RULES.—The boards shall adopt rules to implement
515| this section, including rules detailing the contents of the

516| application for licensure and notification pursuant to

517 subsection (6) +#4- and rules to ensure both the continued

518 competency of physician assistants and the proper utilization of
519 them by physicians or groups of physicians.

520 Section 2. Paragraphs (f) and (g) of subsection (4) of
521 section 459.022, Florida Statutes, are redesignated as

522| paragraphs (g) and (h), respectively, subsections (6) and (7)
523| are renumbered as subsections (5) and (6), respectively,

524 subsections (8) through (17) are renumbered as subsections (10)

525 through (19), respectively, subsections (1), (2), and (3),
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551 (2) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section:

552 (a) "Approved program" means a physician assistant program

553 in the United States, or any possession or territory thereof,

554 accredited by the Accreditation Review Commission on Education

555 for the Physician Assistant, Inc., or, before 2001, its

556| equivalent or predecessor organization; the Committee on Allied

557 Health Education and Accreditation; or the Commission on

558| Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs fermaltly

59| apereved—by—the boords—Ffor the eduecationof physician
560| assistants.

561 (b) "Autonomous physician assistant" means a physician

562 assistant practicing in primary care who collaborates with,

563| consults with, or refers to a physician or other appropriate

564 healthcare practitioner as determined by the patient's

565| condition; the education, training, and experience of the

566| physician assistant; and the standard of care.

567 (c)Hbr "Boards" means the Board of Medicine and the Board
568 of Osteopathic Medicine.

569 (d){hr "Continuing medical education" means courses

570 recognized and approved by the boards, the American Academy of
571 Physician Assistants, the American Medical Association, the

572 American Osteopathic Association, or the Accreditation Council
573 on Continuing Medical Education.

574 (e)H4e> "Council" means the Council on Physician

575 Assistants.
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576 (£) "National certification”" defined as a graduation

577 examination approved by the boards, including, but not limited

578 to, those examinations administered by the National Commission

579 on Certification of Physician Assistants or its equivalent or

580 successor organization.

581 (g)+4e)r "Physician assistant" means a person who is

582 licensed under this chapter or chapter 458. A physician

583| assistant is a medical professional qualified by academic and

584| clinical training to provide patient services including, but not

585| limited to, the diagnoses of illnesses, development and

586| management of treatment plans, performance of medical

587| procedures, and prescribing and dispensing of medications in

588 collaboration with physicians and other health care

589| practitioners a—graduate—ofanopprovedprogramor—+£S
590 i A

591 1ioconansa + rnoarfarym maAa ~o ] ISWANEY T o
T e o CO—Cco—pPpCTrr O MmO Caor— ST v T CES

592 | supervisingphysician.

593 (h)+4#&r "Supervision" means responsible supervision and

594 control. Except in cases of emergency, supervision requires the
595 easy availlability or physical presence of the licensed physician
596| for consultation and direction of the actions of the physician
597 assistant. For the purposes of this definition, the term "easy
598 availability" includes the ability to communicate by way of

599 telecommunication. The boards shall establish rules as to what

600 constitutes responsible supervision of the physician assistant.
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601 2 bed tration™
602
603
604

605 (i)He "Trainee" means a person who is currently enrolled
606 in an approved program.

607 (3) PERFORMANCE OF SUPERVISING PHYSICIAN.—Each physician
608 or group of physicians supervising a licensed physician

609| assistant must be qualified in the medical areas in which the
610| physician assistant is to perform and shall be individually or
611| collectively responsible and liable for the performance and the
612| acts and omissions of the physician assistant. A—physieian—may
613
614
615
616
617

618 (4) PERFORMANCE OF PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS.—

619 (e) A supervising physician may delegate to a fully

620 licensed physician assistant the authority to prescribe or

621| dispense any medication used in the supervising physician's
622| practice unless such medication is listed on the formulary

623| created pursuant to s. 458.347. A fully licensed physician

624 assistant may only prescribe or dispense such medication under

625 the following circumstances:
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626 1. A physician assistant must clearly identify to the

627| patient that she or he is a physician assistant and must inform
628 the patient that the patient has the right to see the physician
629| before a prescription is prescribed or dispensed by the

630| physician assistant.

631 2. The supervising physician must notify the department of
632 her or his intent to delegate, on a department-approved form,
633| before delegating such authority and of any change in

634| prescriptive privileges of the physician assistant. Authority to
635| dispense may be delegated only by a supervising physician who is
636| registered as a dispensing practitioner in compliance with s.
637| 465.0276.

638 3. The physician assistant must complete a minimum of 10
639| continuing medical education hours in the specialty practice in
640 which the physician assistant has prescriptive privileges with

041 each licensure renewal. Three of the 10 hours must consist of a

642 continuing education course on the safe and effective

643| prescribing of controlled substance medications.

644 4. The department may issue a prescriber number to the

645| physician assistant granting authority for the prescribing of
646| medicinal drugs authorized within this paragraph upon completion
647 of the requirements of this paragraph. The physician assistant
648 is not required to independently register pursuant to s.

649| 465.0276.

650 5. The prescription may be in paper or electronic form but
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651 must comply with ss. 456.0392 (1) and 456.42 (1) and chapter 499
652 and must contain, in addition to the supervising physician's

653 name, address, and telephone number, the physician assistant's
654| prescriber number. Unless it is a drug or drug sample dispensed
655| by the physician assistant, the prescription must be filled in a
656| pharmacy permitted under chapter 465, and must be dispensed in
657 that pharmacy by a pharmacist licensed under chapter 465. The
658| 1inclusion of the prescriber number creates a presumption that
659| the physician assistant is authorized to prescribe the medicinal
660| drug and the prescription is wvalid.

661 6. The physician assistant must note the prescription or
662| dispensing of medication in the appropriate medical record.

663 (f)1. The council shall establish a formulary of medicinal

664 drugs that a fully licensed physician assistant having

665| prescribing authority under this section or s. 458.347 may not

666| prescribe. The formulary must include general anesthetics and

667 radiographic contrast materials and must limit the prescription

068 of Schedule II controlled substances in s. 893.03 or 21 U.S.C.

669 s. 812 to a 7-day supply. The formulary must also restrict the

670| prescribing of psychiatric mental health controlled substances

671 for children younger than 18 years of age.

672 2. In establishing the formulary, the council shall

673| consult with a pharmacist licensed under chapter 465, but not

674 licensed under this chapter or chapter 458, who shall be

675 selected by the State Surgeon General.
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676 3. Only the council shall add to, delete from, or modify

677 the formulary. Any person who requests an addition, a deletion,

678 or a modification of a medicinal drug listed on such formulary

679| has the burden of proof to show cause why such addition,

680 deletion, or modification should be made.

681 4. The boards shall adopt the formulary required by this

682| paragraph, and each addition, deletion, or modification to the

683| formulary, by rule. Notwithstanding any provision of chapter 120

684 to the contrary, the formulary rule shall be effective 60 days

685| after the date it is filed with the Secretary of State. Upon

686 adoption of the formulary, the department shall mail a copy of

687| such formulary to each fully licensed physician assistant having

688| prescribing authority under this section or s. 458.347, and to

689| each pharmacy licensed by the state. The boards shall establish,

690| by rule, a fee not to exceed $200 to fund this paragraph and

691| paragraph (e).

692 (1) Except for a physician certification under s. 381.986,

693 a physician assistant may provide a signature, certification,

694 stamp, verification, affidavit, or endorsement that is otherwise

695 required by law to be provided by a physician for the following:

696 1. Baker Act commitments.

697 2. Do-not-resuscitate orders or physician orders for the

698 administration of life-sustaining procedures.

699 3. Death certificates in accordance with chapter 382.

700 4. School physicals.
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701 5. Date of maximum medical improvement as defined in s.

702 440.02.

703 6. Physical, occupational, and speech therapy orders as

704| well as home health and durable medical equipment orders.

705 7. Pronouncement of death.

706 (j) This chapter does not prohibit a licensed physician

707 assistant from supervising a medical assistant as defined in

708| chapter 458 and this chapter.

709 45— 2ERFORMANCEBY—PRAINESS—Netwithstarding—aavy—other
710 Law,—a—trainee—mayvperformmedical servieces—whensuceh serviees
11| are—renderedwithin the scope-of on opproved programs

712 (5)+6> PROGRAM APPROVAL.—

713 (a) The boards shall approve programs, based on

714 recommendations by the council, for the education and training
715| of physician assistants which meet standards established by rule
716| of the boards. The council may recommend only those physician
717 assistant programs that hold full accreditation or provisional

718 accreditation from the Accreditation Review Commission on

719 Education for the Physician Assistant, Inc., Ceommission—on
720 Aecereditation—of AlliedHeatthPrograms or, before 2001, its

721| equivalent or predecessor suweeesser organization.

722 (b) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a

723| physician assistant trainee may perform medical services when

724 such services are rendered within the scope of an approved

725| physician assistant program Fhe boards—shaltl adopt—andpublish
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732 being—met.
733 (6)4+H PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT LICENSURE.—
734 (a) Any person desiring to be licensed as a physician

735 assistant must apply to the department. The department shall

o
[SATE !

736| 4sswe—a license each applicant recommended fe—any—pe

m

737| eertified by the council as having met all of the following

738| requirements:

739 1. 1Is at least 18 years of age.
740 2. Has graduated from an approved program.
741 a. For an applicant who graduated after December 31, 2020,

742 has received a master's degree in accordance with the

743| Accreditation Review Commission on Education for the Physician

744 Assistant, Inc., or, before 2001, its equivalent or predecessor

745| organization.

746 b. For an applicant who graduated before December 31,

747 2020, has received a baccalaureate or master's degree from an

748 approved program.

749 c. For an applicant who graduated before July 1, 1994, has

750 graduated from an approved program of instruction in primary
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751 health care or surgery.

752 d. For an applicant who graduated before July 1, 1983, has

753 received a certification from the boards as a physician

754 assistant.

755 3.2+~ Has obtained a passing satisfactorily passed—a

756| preficierneyexamination by anaceeptablte score, as established

757| by the National Commission on Certification of Physician

758| Assistants or its equivalent or successor organization, and has

759| Dbeen nationally certified. If an applicant does not hold a

760 current certificate issued by the National Commission on

761| Certification of Physician Assistants or its equivalent or

762 successor organization and has not actively practiced as a

763| physician assistant within the immediately preceding 4 years,
764 the applicant must retake and successfully complete the entry-
765 level examination of the National Commission on Certification of

766 Physician Assistants or its equivalent or successor organization

767 to be eligible for licensure.

768 4.3+ Has completed the application form and remitted an
769 application fee not to exceed $300 as set by the boards. An

770 application for licensure made—byaphysieianr—assistant must

771 include:

772 a. A diploma from an approved eertifiecate—-ofcompletion—-of
773 aphysieian—assistant—training program speeifiedinSubseetion
774 6.

775 b. Acknowledgment of any prior felony convictions.
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803 (b) 4 Upon employment as a physician assistant, a

804 licensed physician assistant must notify the department in

805| writing within 30 days after such employment or after any

806 subsequent changes in the supervising physician. The

807 notification must include the full name, Florida medical license

808| number, specialty, and address of the supervising physician.

809 (7) TEMPORARY LICENSURE.—

810 (a)+e> Notwithstanding subparagraph (6) (a)3. subparagraph
8ll| H=)r2=, the department may grant te—a—reecent—graduate-of—an

812| approvedprogror—asSspecifieddn subsectieon {6+ a temporary
813 license to expireuvpor reeceiptof Scores—of the proficierey

815 Corta £ ~ 4+ o n £ Dhsxzaq ~2 Naoaca ot St o Doty n_m =3 e £ +1
CrocrrrCao OO ity orCTraf xS o T ocattco s oo owCti—mcCTTriigo— Ot
8l6| eouneid;—the departmentmay grant—atemporary Tieense—teo

817| practice to an applicant who has completed all licensure

818 requirements and is awaiting the next scheduled meeting of the

819| council. The applicant must meet all of the following criteria:

820 1. Be a recent graduate of an approved program as

821 specified in subparagraph (6) (a)2.

822 2. Register for the first available national certification

823 examination administered by the National Commission on

824| Certification of Physician Assistants or its equivalent or

825 successor organization after the applicant's graduation.
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826

827 If the applicant becomes employed with a temporary license, he
828 or she must comply with paragraph (b) +te—physiecian—assistant

829 gpptieants—basedon—the completion of ol +temporary tiecensure
830| reguirements—PAIt—suveh administratively Issuedlicenses—shallt—be
831 reviewed—and—actedorn at—the next—regular mectingof +the

832 couneil—Therecent—graduate may be—ticensedprier—+eo

833| emplrovment—bat oSt —ecormply with poragraph—td.

834 (b) The temporary license shall expire 30 days after

835| receipt of scores of the national certification examination

836| administered by the National Commission on Certification of

837| Physician Assistants or its equivalent or successor

838 organization.

839 (c) An applicant who has passed the national certification
840| prefieieney examination may be granted permanent licensure.

841 (d) An applicant who has failed #aidimg the national

842 certification prefieierney examination +s no longer holds a

843| temporary license femporarityIliecensed; but may reapply for a 1-
844 year extension of temporary licensure. The department may not
845 grant an applicant more than one extension of temporary

846| licensure.

847 (e) An applicant may not be granted more than two

848 temporary licenses and may not be licensed as a physician

849 assistant until she or he passes the national certification

850| examination administered by the National Commission on
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851 Certification of Physician Assistants or its equivalent or

852 successor organization.

853 (f) As prescribed by board rule, the council may require

854 an applicant who does not pass the national certification

855| ddeensing examination after five or more attempts to complete
856 additional remedial education or training. The council shall
857| prescribe the additional requirements in a manner that permits
858 the applicant to complete the requirements and be reexamined
859| within 2 years after the date the applicant petitions the

860 council to retake the national certification examination a sixth

861 or subsequent time.

862 (8) LTICENSURE RENEWAL.—

863 (a) The license must be renewed biennially.

864 (b) Each license renewal must include:

865 1. A renewal fee not to exceed $500 as set by the boards.
866 2. Acknowledgment of no felony convictions in the previous

867 2 years.

868 3.a. A completed physician assistant workforce survey,

869| which shall be administered in the same manner as the physician

870 survey established in s. 458.3191 and must contain the same

871 information required in s. 458.3191 (1) and (2).

872 b. Effective July 1, 2018, and every 2 years thereafter,

873 the department shall report the data collected from the

874| physician assistant workforce surveys to the boards.

875 4.a. Proof of completion of 100 continuing medical
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876| education hours or a current certificate issued by the National

877 Commission on Certification of Physician Assistants or its

878 equivalent or successor organization.

879 b. For licensed physician assistants with prescribing

880| privileges, proof of completion of 10 continuing medical

881 education hours in the specialty practice of the supervising

882| physician. Three of the 10 hours must consist of a continuing

883| medical education course on the safe and effective prescribing

884 of controlled substance medications which is designated by the

885| American Academy of Physician Assistants as a Category 1 credit.

886 5. Proof of recertification of his or her national

887 certification in accordance with the National Commission on

888| Certification of Physician Assistants or its equivalent or

889 successor organization.

890 (9) AUTONOMOUS PRACTICE BY A PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT.—

891 (a) The boards shall register a physician assistant as an

892 autonomous physician assistant if the applicant demonstrates

893 that he or she:

894 1. Holds an active, unencumbered certificate under this

895 section or s. 458.347.

896 2. Has not been subject to any disciplinary action as

897 specified in this chapter or chapter 458, or any similar

898| disciplinary action in any other jurisdiction, within the 5

899 years immediately preceding the registration application.

900 3. Has completed, in any state, jurisdiction, or territory
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901 of the United States, at least 3,000 clinical instruction hours,

902| which may include clinical instruction hours provided by the

903 applicant, within the 5 years immediately preceding the

904 registration application while practicing as a physician

905 assistant under the supervision of an allopathic or osteopathic

906| physician who held an active, unencumbered license issued by any

907 state, jurisdiction, or territory of the United States during

908| the period of such supervision. For purposes of this

909| subparagraph, the term "clinical instruction" means education

910| provided by faculty in a clinical setting in a graduate program

911 leading to a master's or doctorate degree in physician assistant

912| practice.

913 4. Has completed a graduate-level course in pharmacology

914 and differential diagnosis.

915 (b) An autonomous physician assistant who is registered

916| under this section must notify the department within 30 days

917 after leaving a supervisory agreement.

918 (c) An autonomous physician assistant who is registered

919| under this section may:

920 1. Engage in autonomous practice in primary care practice,

921 including internal medicine, pediatrics, family medicine,

922 general internal medicine, geriatrics, general obstetrics, and

923 gynecology practices.

924 2. Order, prescribe, and dispense medications including

925| those medications listed on the formulary established in
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926 paragraph (4) (f).

927 3. Provide a signature, certification, stamp,

928 verification, affidavit, or other endorsement that is otherwise

929 required by law to be provided by a physician.

930 4. For a patient who requires the services of a health

931 care facility, as defined in s. 408.032:

932 a. Admit the patient to the facility

933 b. Manage the care received by the patient in the

934 facility.

935 c. Discharge the patient from the facility, unless

936| prohibited by federal law or rule.

937 (d) The department shall conspicuously distinguish the

938 license of an autonomous physician assistant who is registered

939| wunder this section and include the registration in the physician

940 assistant's practitioner profile created under s. 456.041.

941 (e) When engaging in autonomous practice, an autonomous

942| physician assistant registered under this section must provide

943 information in writing to a new patient about his or her

944| qualifications and the nature of autonomous practice before or

945| during the initial patient encounter.

946 (f)1. An autonomous physician assistant registered under

947 this section must, by one of the following methods, demonstrate

948 to the satisfaction of the board and the department financial

949 responsibility to pay claims and costs ancillary thereto arising

950 out of the rendering of, or the failure to render, nursing care,
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951 treatment, or services:

952 a. Obtaining and maintaining professional liability

953 coverage in an amount not less than $100,000 per claim, with a

954| minimum annual aggregate of not less than $300,000, from an

955 authorized insurer as defined in s. 624.09, from a surplus lines

956 insurer as defined in s. 626.914(2), from a risk retention group

957 as defined in s. 627.942, from the Joint Underwriting

958 Association established under s. 627.351(4), or through a plan

959| of self-insurance as provided in s. 627.357; or

960 b. Obtaining and maintaining an unexpired, irrevocable

961| letter of credit, established pursuant to chapter 675, in an

962| amount of not less than $100,000 per claim, with a minimum

963| aggregate availability of credit of not less than $300,000. The

964 letter of credit must be payable to the autonomous physician

965 assistant as beneficiary upon presentment of a final judgment

966 indicating liability and awarding damages to be paid by the

967 autonomous physician assistant or upon presentment of a

968 settlement agreement signed by all parties to such agreement

969| when such final judgment or settlement is a result of a claim

970 arising out of the rendering of, or the failure to render,

971 services.

972 2. The requirements of subparagraph 1. do not apply to:

973 a. An autonomous physician assistant registered under this

974 section who practices exclusively as an officer, employee, or

975 agent of the Federal Government or of the state or its agencies
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976 or its subdivisions.

977 b. A physician assistant whose registration under this

978 section has become inactive and who is not practicing as an

979 autonomous physician assistant registered under this section in

980 this state.

981 c. An autonomous physician assistant registered under this

982 section who practices only in conjunction with his or her

983| teaching duties at an accredited school or its main teaching

984| hospitals. Such practice is limited to that which is incidental

985| to and a necessary part of duties in connection with the

986| teaching position.

987 d. An autonomous physician assistant who holds an active

988| registration under this section but who is not engaged in

989 autonomous practice as authorized under this section in this

990 state. If such person initiates or resumes any practice as an

991 autonomous physician assistant, he or she must notify the

992 department of such activity and fulfill the professional

993 liability coverage requirements of subparagraph 1.

994 (g) An autonomous physician assistant registered under

995| this section may directly bill and receive payment from public

996 and private insurance companies.

997 (h)4+£- The Board of Osteopathic Medicine may impose any of
998 the penalties authorized under ss. 456.072 and 459.015(2) upon a
999| physician assistant if the physician assistant or the

1000 supervising physician has been found guilty of or is being
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1001 investigated for any act that constitutes a violation of this
1002 chapter or chapter 456.
1003 (i1)4e An application or other documentation required for

1004 submission te—be—submitted to the department under subsection

1005 (7), subsection (8), or this subsection may be submitted

1006| electronically.

1007 (15)+4+3> RULES.—The boards shall adopt rules to implement
1008 this section, including rules detailing the contents of the
1009| application for licensure and notification pursuant to

1010 subsection (6) 4% and rules to ensure both the continued

1011 competency of physician assistants and the proper utilization of
1012 them by physicians or groups of physicians.

1013 Section 3. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section
1014 744 .3675, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1015 744.3675 Annual guardianship plan.—Each guardian of the
1016| person must file with the court an annual guardianship plan
1017| which updates information about the condition of the ward. The
1018 annual plan must specify the current needs of the ward and how
1019 those needs are proposed to be met in the coming year.

1020 (1) Each plan for an adult ward must, if applicable,

1021 include:

1022 (b) Information concerning the medical and mental health
1023| conditions and treatment and rehabilitation needs of the ward,
1024 including:

1025 1. A resume of any professional medical treatment given to
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1026 the ward during the preceding year.

1027 2. The report of a physician or an advanced practice

1028 registered nurse registered under s. 464.0123 who examined the
1029| ward no more than 90 days before the beginning of the applicable
1030 reporting period. If the guardian has requested a physician to
1031 complete the examination and prepare the report and the

1032| physician has delegated that responsibility, the examination may
1033| Dbe performed and the report may be prepared and signed by a

1034| physician assistant acting pursuant to s. 458.347(4) (h) or s.

1035 459.022 (4) (h) s5+—459-022t4++¢), or by an advanced practice
1036| registered nurse acting pursuant to s. 464.012(3). The report

1037| must contain an evaluation of the ward's condition and a

1038 statement of the current level of capacity of the ward.

1039 3. The plan for providing medical, mental health, and
1040 rehabilitative services in the coming year.

1041 Section 4. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section
1042 893.05, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1043 893.05 Practitioners and persons administering controlled
1044 substances in their absence.—

1045 (1)

1046 (b) Pursuant to s. 458.347(4) (g), s. 459.022(4) (g) s+
1047 459-0224+£y, or s. 464.012(3), as applicable, a practitioner

1048 who supervises a licensed physician assistant or advanced
1049| practice registered nurse may authorize the licensed physician

1050 assistant or advanced practice registered nurse to order
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1051 controlled substances for administration to a patient in a
1052 facility licensed under chapter 395 or part II of chapter 400.
1053 Section 5. This act shall take effect July 1, 2021.
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