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A bill to be entitled
An act relating to courts; amending s. 25.221, F.S.;
deleting the requirement that the Clerk of the Supreme
Court physically keep books, records, and other
materials in the clerk’s office; amending s. 25.301,
F.S.; deleting the requirement that Supreme Court
decisions and orders remain in the clerk’s office;
amending s. 28.2457, F.S.; requiring clerks of court
to develop a plan to procure or develop by a specified
date a statewide technological solution for
identifying mandatory monetary assessments in criminal
cases; deleting a provision requiring the clerks to
annually submit a uniform form for identification and
imposition of mandated assessments to the Supreme
Court; amending s. 34.01, F.S.; providing for the
periodic inflationary adjustment of the monetary
jurisdictional limit applicable to all actions at law
in county courts filed on or after a specified date,
beginning in 2030; deleting obsolete language;
amending s. 35.15, F.S.; deleting the requirement that
decisions and orders of district courts of appeal
remain in the office of the clerk of any such court;
amending s. 35.23, F.S.; requiring the clerk of a
district court of appeal to have an office at the
headquarters of the court; deleting a requirement that
the clerk keep records at the headquarters office;
amending s. 35.24, F.S.; deleting the requirement that
the clerk of a district court of appeal physically

keep books, records, and other materials in the
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clerk’s office; amending s. 40.23, F.S.; authorizing
any person who has been summoned for Jjury service to
postpone such service for an additional timeframe in
the event of a declared public health emergency or a
state of emergency; specifying requirements for any
such request; amending s. 812.014, F.S.; removing the
requirement that fingerprints be taken in open court
and in the judge’s presence upon a judgment of guilt
of petit theft; authorizing the electronic capture of
fingerprints; requiring the court officer, the
employee of the court, or the employee of a criminal
justice agency who captures fingerprints to sign a
specified certification; amending s. 921.241, F.S.;
removing the requirement that fingerprints be taken in
open court and in the judge’s presence upon a judgment
of guilt for a felony; authorizing the electronic
capture of fingerprints; requiring the court officer,
the employee of the court, or the employee of a
criminal justice agency who captures fingerprints to
sign a specified certification; conforming a provision
to changes made by the act; removing the requirement
that a judge obtain a defendant’s social security
number at the time of fingerprinting; amending s.
921.242, F.S.; removing the requirement that
fingerprints be taken in open court and in the judge’s
presence upon a judgment of guilt for an offense under
ch. 796, F.S.; authorizing the electronic capture of
fingerprints; requiring the court officer, the

employee of the court, or the employee of a criminal
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justice agency who captures fingerprints to sign a
specified certification; conforming a provision to

changes made by the act; providing an effective date.
Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Section 25.221, Florida Statutes, is amended to

read:

25.221 Maintenance &ustedy of books, records, and other

materials ete.—All books, papers, records, files, and the seal

of the Supreme Court must be maintained by shaltl—be—fkept—in—the
offiee—of the clerk ef—said—eourt and be in the clerk’s control,
as prescribed by the Supreme Court eustedy.

Section 2. Section 25.301, Florida Statutes, is amended to

read:
25.301 Decisions to be filed; copies to be furnished.—All

decisions and opinions delivered by the Supreme saia Court, or

any justice thereof, relating imr—relatien to any action or

proceeding pending in the sa&id court must shatd be filed and

remain in the office of the clerk and maintained by the clerk in

the manner prescribed by the Supreme Court. Such decisions or

opinions may—ard—shaltdt not be taken out from the clerk’s

maintenance or control except by order of the court; however,

the but—said clerk must shedttatatltimes be reguired—+eo

furnish certified copies of such opinions and decisions to any

person who makes such a request may—desire—the same——ecertified
copres—ofsuchopinieons—anddeeisiens, upon receiving any

required fees his—orherfeestherefor.

Section 3. Subsection (2) of section 28.2457, Florida
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88 Statutes, is amended to read:
89 28.2457 Mandatory monetary assessments.—
90 (2) By October 1, 2021, the clerks of court, through their

91 association and with the assistance of the Florida Courts

92 Technology Commission iap—eonsugttation—wrththe Office—of +the

93 StateCourts—Administrater, shall develop a plan to procure or

94 develop a statewide technological solution that will help

95 accurately identify mandatory monetary assessments in criminal

96 cases by Geteber 12012 o uwrifeorm form for the Fdentificatien
97| andimpositioneof ottt assessments mandated by Statate. Thke
98 eterks—shold—Ssobrittae form by thot doter——and v Octeber—
99| every—vyear—thereafter if necessarytorefleetchanges—in—+the
100 Taw,—teo—the—SupremeCourt—for approval—Ypon—approvat—ef—+he
101 formby—theSupremeCourt;,—alleirenitand ecounty ecourts—shalst
102 wse—the—form:
103 Section 4. Subsection (1) of section 34.01, Florida
104 Statutes, is amended to read:
105 34.01 Jurisdiction of county court.—
106 (1) County courts shall have original jurisdiction:
107 (a) In all misdemeanor cases not cognizable by the circuit
108 courts.
109 (b) Of all violations of municipal and county ordinances.
110 (c) Of all actions at law, except those within the

111 exclusive jurisdiction of the circuit courts, in which the
112 matter in controversy does not exceed, exclusive of interest,

113 costs, and attorney fees:

114 1. If filed on or before December 31, 2019, the sum of
115 $15,000.
116 2. If filed on or after January 1, 2020, the sum of
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Section 35.15, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to
read:
35.15 Decisions to be filed; copies to be furnished.—All

decisions and opinions delivered by the district courts of

appeal, or any judge thereof, relating im—*redatien to any action

or proceeding pending in such safd court must shatdt be filed and

rematrn 1n the office of the clerk and maintained in the control

of the clerk.

Such decisions and opinions may+—ane—shatdt not be

taken from the clerk’s maintenance or control £herefrom except
the but—said clerk must shadtt—at

imes—be—reguired—+te furnish certified copies of such

by order of the court; however,

ar

11
T

@D

opinions and decisions to any person who makes such a request

masz A~ o~ + am PPANEZE i B =i N o £ a1~ g no ~ A
ll.lL/L_Y L\, B PIUD N S S wy T o AT A7 PR i WS S S L WA W & \_/Ut/_l_\_,u_) . o AT Ut/_LJ.J._LUJ.J.A_) (S wLw s
deeisions, upon receiving any required fees his—er—her—Ffees
therefor.

Section 6. Section 35.23, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to
read:

35.23 Location of clerk’s office.—FEach clerk shall have an

office keep—his—oerherrecords at the headquarters of the
district court of appeal.

Section 7. Section 35.24, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to
read:

35.24 Maintenance €ustedy of books,

materials ete.—All books,

records, and other

papers, records, files and the seal of

each district court of appeal shall be maintained by, and in the

control of, kept—3n—theeoffiece—of the clerk of the said court.
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Section 8. Subsection (2) of section 40.23, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:
40.23 Summoning jurors.—
(2) The jury service of any person who has been summoned
may be postponed for a period not to exceed 6 months upon

written or oral request. However, if either a public health

emergency has been declared by the State Health Officer pursuant

to s. 381.00315 or a state of emergency has been declared by the

Governor pursuant to s. 252.36(2), the jury service of any

person who has been summoned may be postponed for a period not

to exceed 12 months upon written or oral request. The request

may specify a date or period of time to which service is to be
postponed and, if so, shall be given consideration when the
assignment of the postponed date of jury service is made.

Section 9. Paragraph (d) of subsection (3) of section
812.014, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

812.014 Theft.—

(3)

(d)1. A judgment of guilty or not guilty of a petit theft
must shalt be in:

a. A written record that is signed by the judge and
recorded by the clerk of the circuit court; or

b. An electronic record that contains the judge’s
electronic signature as defined in s. 933.40 and is recorded by
the clerk of the circuit court.

2. At the time a defendant is found guilty of petit theft,

a. For a written judgment of guilty, the fingerprints of
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the defendant against whom such judgment is rendered must shaitdt
be electronically or manually captured +akern and affixed beneath

the judge’s signature on the judgment. If the fingerprints were

captured electronically, the certifying statement provided in s.

921.241(3) (b) must be used. If the fingerprints were captured

manually, the following certification must be appended beneath

such fingerprints shalt be appendeda——certificate+to—+the

E £LA .
T e

“I hereby certify that the above and foregoing fingerprints
on this judgment are the fingerprints of the defendant, ....,

and that they were placed thereon by said defendant in my

presence;—ir—oeper—ecourtsy this the .... day of ....,

”

... (year)....

Such certification must eertifieate—shallt be signed by the court

officer, the employee of the court, or the employee of a

criminal justice agency who captured the fingerprints. Judges

ar

whoa ISR R T +haoradt aha11 follatwuand Wy +h waora W\ Tia A~ 144
WO St gt oSt e Tto—Sitar O TTOoTT oW o Oy i woTt (SRS AS A S

b. For an electronic judgment of guilty, the fingerprints

of the defendant must be electronically captured and certified =

P S = U
| WP Sy U S S S WP & B UP) wy 1T

wast—be—isswed as provided in s. 921.241(3) (b).

w

A written or an electronic judgment of guilty of a petit
theft, or a certified copy thereof, is admissible in evidence in
the courts of this state as provided in s. 921.241(4).

Section 10. Section 921.241, Florida Statutes, 1s amended
to read:

921.241 Felony judgments; fingerprints and social security

number required in record.—
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(1) As used in this section, the term:

(a) “Electronic signature” has the same meaning as in s.
933.40.

(b) “Transaction control number” means the unique
identifier comprised of numbers, letters, or other symbols for a
digital fingerprint record generated by the device used to
electronically capture the fingerprints.

(2) A judgment of guilty or not guilty of a felony must
shatt be in:

(a) A written record that is signed by the judge and
recorded by the clerk of the court; or

(b) An electronic record that contains the judge’s
electronic signature and is recorded by the clerk of the court.

(3) At the time a defendant is found guilty of a felony,

the judge shall cause the following to occur im—eper—ecourt—and

2~ + 1 11~
TIt—Ccritc aogtT

O Ao
O ML oo CIITT

3
(a) For a written judgment of guilty, the fingerprints of

the defendant must shatd be electronically or manually captured

fakern and affixed beneath the judge’s signature on the judgment.

If the fingerprints were captured electronically, the certifying

statement provided in paragraph (b) must be used. If

fingerprints were captured manually, the following certification

must be appended beneath such fingerprints shall—beappended—=

“I hereby certify that the above and foregoing fingerprints
on this judgment are the fingerprints of the defendant, ....,

and that they were placed thereon by said defendant in my

presences—ir—oper——ecourtsy this the .... day of ....,
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.. (year)....

Such certification must eertifieate—shall be signed by the court

officer, the employee of the court, or the employee of a

criminal justice agency who captured the fingerprints. JFudgesr

qar

whoa ISR A R T +haoaradt K 11leowged b +h waorda W\ Tia A~ 144
WO sSC—Ss T car S cirC T CTto OTrTTOwWCo oy CcitC—woTt [CACASAC A~

(b) For an electronic judgment of guilty, the fingerprints
of the defendant shall be electronically captured, and the

following certification must eertifieateshatdt be included in

the electronic judgment:

“I hereby certify that the digital fingerprint record
associated with Transaction Control Number .... contains the

fingerprints of the defendant, ...., which were electronically

captured from the defendant in my presence;—inp—-eopenr—ecourts this

44

the .... day of ...., ... (year)....

The court officer, the employee of the court, or the employee of

a criminal justice agency who captured the fingerprints Fudge
shall place his or her electronic signature;—whieh—shaltl—be

£
-

clltewed—by—the—word——Judges~ on the certification eertifieate

(4) A written or electronic judgment of guilty, or a
certified copy thereof, is shalti—Pbe admissible in evidence in
the several courts of this state as prima facie evidence that
the+

42> manual or digital fingerprints appearing thereon and

certified by—+theSudge as specified in this section aferesaid

are the fingerprints of the defendant against whom the judgment

of guilty was rendered.
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be electronically or manually captured +akern and affixed beneath

the judge’s signature on the judgment. If the fingerprints were

captured electronically, the certifying statement provided in s.

921.241(3) (b) must be used. If the fingerprints were captured

manually, the following certification must be appended beneath

such fingerprints shalt be appendeda—certificate+to+the

£fo1l1leatgd ner FEA~t .
TOTTOWTIIIig—CTT T CCT.

“I hereby certify that the above and foregoing fingerprints
are of the defendant, ... (name)..., and that they were placed

thereon by said defendant in my presence—in—-eopen—ecourts this

4

the .... day of ...., ... (year)....

Such certification must eertifieate—shaltt be signed by the court

officer, the employee of the court, or the employee of a

criminal justice agency who captured the fingerprints. Judgesr

b oo E RIS +h vyt g bz +1h wora N Tia 4~ ”
wWIrootT corc circrrCTco OO0y CIIric—wOoOTCr [SATATAS A

11 o1
O T OwWC

[0)]

Terra
(b) For an electronic judgment of guilty, the fingerprints

of the defendant must be electronically captured, and =&

ertifieate must be certified 4isswed as provided in s.
921.241 (3) (b) .

)

(3) A written or an electronic judgment of guilty, or a
certified copy thereof, is shalti—Pbe admissible in evidence in
the several courts of this state as provided in s. 921.241(4).

Section 12. This act shall take effect July 1, 2021.
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