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A bill to be entitled
An act relating to student financial aid; amending s.
1009.25, F.S.; making technical changes; amending s.
1009.40, F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made
by the act; requiring that eligibility for state
financial aid awards and tuition assistance grants be
reevaluated each term and identify students’ program
of study; providing additional eligibility criteria
for financial aid awards and tuition assistance
grants, beginning with a specified academic year;
providing that eligibility for such funds is
contingent on enrollment in certain career certificate
or degree programs; providing that students who have
not yet been admitted to such a program are eligible
to receive certain funding; creating s. 1009.46, F.S.;
providing the duties of postsecondary educational
institutions with regard to financial aid and tuition
assistance programs; specifying penalties for
noncompliance; requiring the Board of Governors and
the State Board of Education to each approve, by a
specified date, a list of career certificate and
undergraduate and graduate degree programs that they
determine lead directly to employment; requiring that
each list include specified information; requiring
each list to include programs from independent
colleges and universities; requiring that the lists be
updated annually; amending s. 1009.50, F.S.; revising
the formula for calculating how Florida Public Student

Assistance Grant Program funds are distributed;
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deleting a provision authorizing Florida Public
Student Assistance Grant Program funds to be deposited
in the State Student Financial Assistance Trust Fund;
deleting a provision requiring any balance in the
trust fund which was allocated to the Florida Public
Student Assistance Grant Program at the end of the
fiscal year to remain therein; amending s. 1009.505,
F.S.; deleting a provision authorizing Florida Public
Postsecondary Career Education Student Assistance
Grant Program funds to be deposited in the trust fund;
deleting a provision requiring any balance in the
trust fund which was allocated to the Florida Public
Postsecondary Career Education Student Assistance
Grant Program at the end of the fiscal year to remain
therein; amending s. 1009.51, F.S.; revising the
formula for calculating how Florida Private Student
Assistance Grant Program funds are distributed;
deleting a provision authorizing Florida Private
Student Assistance Grant Program funds to be deposited
in the trust fund; deleting a provision requiring any
balance in the trust fund which was allocated to the
Florida Private Student Assistance Grant Program at
the end of the fiscal year to remain therein; amending
s. 1009.52, F.S.; revising the formula for how Florida
Postsecondary Student Assistance Grant Program funds
are distributed; deleting a provision authorizing
Florida Postsecondary Student Assistance Grant Program
funds to be deposited in the trust fund; deleting a

provision requiring any balance in the trust fund
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which was allocated to the Florida Postsecondary
Student Assistance Grant Program at the end of the
fiscal year to remain therein; amending s. 1009.53,
F.S.; requiring the Department of Education to
advertise the Florida Bright Futures Scholarship
Program to specified persons no later than September 1
of each year; deleting a provision authorizing unused
Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program funds to be
carried forward; deleting a provision authorizing
certain students to receive specified loans; amending
s. 1009.532, F.S.; requiring, beginning with a
specified academic year, that the maximum number of
credit hours which can be awarded under the Florida
Bright Futures Scholarship Program be reduced by the
number of postsecondary credit hours the student has
earned from certain articulated acceleration
mechanisms; amending s. 1009.534, F.S.; revising and
expanding eligibility requirements of the Florida
Academic Scholars award; providing that a Florida
Academic Scholar is eligible for an award equal to the
amount specified in the General Appropriations Act;
amending s. 1009.5341, F.S.; authorizing a Bright
Futures Scholarship recipient to apply the unused
portion of a Florida Academic Scholars award or
Florida Medallion Scholars award toward graduate study
for a specified academic year; authorizing a Bright
Futures Scholarship recipient to apply the unused
portion of a Florida Academic Scholars award or

Florida Medallion Scholars award toward graduate study
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88 in a specified degree field, paid at the undergraduate
89 rate, beginning with a specified academic year;
90 amending s. 1009.535, F.S.; revising and expanding
91 eligibility for Florida Medallion Scholars awards;
92 providing that the amount of Florida Medallion
93 Scholars’ awards is as specified in the General
94 Appropriations Act; creating s. 1009.71, F.S.;
95 establishing the Florida Bright Opportunities Grant
96 Program; requiring the program to be administered by
97 the participating institutions subject to state board
98 rules; providing the purpose of the program;
99 specifying eligibility requirements for the program;
100 prohibiting institutions from imposing additional
101 eligibility requirements on students; requiring the
102 program to cover remaining tuition and fees for
103 eligible students after the application of all other
104 federal and state financial aid, with a stipend for
105 books as specified in the General Appropriations Act;
106 requiring program awards to be allocated on a first-
107 come, first-served basis; requiring returning students
108 to receive priority over new students; providing the
109 duration of the award; requiring funds to be
110 distributed to eligible institutions based on a
111 formula approved by the state board; requiring the
112 formula to consider specified criteria; requiring
113 grants to be transmitted to institutions in advance of
114 the registration period; requiring institutions to
115 notify students of award amounts; requiring
116 institutions to determine the eligibility status of
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117 each student at a specified time; prohibiting
118 institutions from being required to reevaluate student
119 eligibility after the specified time; requiring
120 institutions to report specified information to the
121 department; requiring institutions to remit to the
122 department any undisbursed advances within a specified
123 timeframe; requiring the state board to adopt rules;
124 creating s. 1009.711, F.S.; establishing the Florida
125 Endeavor Scholarship Program; requiring the award to
126 cover tuition and registration fees for eligible
127 students at a Florida College System institution, a
128 career center, or a charter technical career center;
129 specifying eligibility for students without a high
130 school credential; requiring enrollment in specified
131 programs; requiring completion of specified clock
132 hours and a minimum postsecondary grade point average;
133 requiring program awards to be allocated on a first-
134 come, first-served basis; requiring returning students
135 to be given priority over new students; providing the
136 duration of the award; requiring funds to be
137 distributed to eligible institutions based on a
138 formula approved by the state board; requiring the
139 formula to consider specified criteria; requiring
140 grants to be transmitted to institutions in advance of
141 the registration period; requiring institutions to
142 notify students of award amounts; requiring
143 institutions to determine the eligibility status of
144 each student at a specified time; prohibiting
145 institutions from being required to reevaluate student
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eligibility after the specified time; requiring
institutions to report specified information to the
department; requiring institutions to remit to the
department any undisbursed advances within a specified
timeframe; requiring the state board to adopt rules;
amending s. 1009.893, F.S.; requiring a student who
enrolls in a baccalaureate degree program in specified
academic years to comply with certain requirements to
attain a Benacquisto Scholarship; providing that the
amount awarded under the program will be as specified
in the General Appropriations Act; providing an

effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraphs (c) and (d) of subsection (1) of
section 1009.25, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1009.25 Fee exemptions.—

(1) The following students are exempt from the payment of
tuition and fees, including lab fees, at a school district that
provides workforce education programs, Florida College System
institution, or state university:

(c) A student who is, or was at the time he or she reached
18 years of age, in the custody of the Department of Children
and Families or who, after spending at least 6 months in the
custody of the department after reaching 16 years of age, was
placed in a guardianship by the court. Such exemption includes
fees associated with enrollment in applied academics for adult

education instruction. The exemption remains valid until the
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175 student reaches 28 years of age.
176 (d) A student who is, or was at the time he or she reached
177 18 years of age, in the custody of a relative or nonrelative
178 under s. 39.5085 or s. 39.6225 or who was adopted from the
179| Department of Children and Families after May 5, 1997. Such
180 exemption includes fees associated with enrollment in applied
181 academics for adult education instruction. The exemption remains
182 valid until the student reaches 28 years of age.
183 Section 2. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section
184 1009.40, Florida Statutes, i1s amended, and paragraph (c) is
185 added to that subsection, to read:
186 1009.40 General requirements for student eligibility for
187 state financial aid awards and tuition assistance grants.—
188 (1) (a) The general requirements for eligibility of students
189 for state financial aid awards and tuition assistance grants
190 consist of the following:
191 1. Achievement of the academic requirements of and
192 acceptance at a state university or Florida College System
193 institution; a nursing diploma school approved by the Florida
194 Board of Nursing; a Florida college or university which is
195 accredited by an accrediting agency recognized by the State
196| Board of Education; a Florida institution the credits of which
197 are acceptable for transfer to state universities; a career
198 center; or a private career institution accredited by an
199 accrediting agency recognized by the State Board of Education.
200 2. Residency in this state for no less than 1 year
201| preceding the award of aid or a tuition assistance grant for a
202| program established pursuant to s. 1009.50, s. 1009.505, s.
203] 1009.51, s. 1009.52, s. 1009.53, s. 1009.60, s. 1009.62, s.
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204 1009.71, s. 1009.711, s. 1009.72, s. 1009.73, s. 1009.75, s.
205 1009.77, s. 1009.89, e s. 1009.891, or s. 1009.894. Residency

206| 1in this state must be for purposes other than to obtain an

207| education. Resident status for purposes of receiving state

208 financial aid awards shall be determined in the same manner as
209 resident status for tuition purposes pursuant to s. 1009.21.

210 3. Submission of certification attesting to the accuracy,
211 completeness, and correctness of information provided to

212| demonstrate a student’s eligibility to receive state financial
213| aid awards or tuition assistance grants. Falsification of such
214 information shall result in the denial of a pending application
215 and revocation of an award or grant currently held to the extent
216| that no further payments shall be made. Additionally, students
217| who knowingly make false statements in order to receive state
218 financial aid awards or tuition assistance grants commit a

219| misdemeanor of the second degree subject to the provisions of s.
220 837.06 and shall be required to return all state financial aid
221 awards or tuition assistance grants wrongfully obtained.

222 (c) Eligibility for state financial aid awards and tuition

223 assistance grants must be reevaluated each term based on the

224| program of study to which the student has been admitted and in

225| which he or she is enrolled. Beginning with the 2022-2023

226 academic year and thereafter, eligibility for such awards and

227| grants is contingent on the student’s enrollment in a career

228 certificate or degree program on an approved list developed
229| pursuant to s. 1009.46(2) (a).

230 1. A student who has been admitted to such a program:

231 a. Is eligible to receive an award for each term that he or

232 she is enrolled in the program.
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233 b. Is ineligible to receive funding for each term that he

234 or she is enrolled in a program that is not on an approved list.

235 2. A student who has not yet been admitted to a program is

236| eligible to receive funding for up to 60 credit hours or until

237| he or she is enrolled in a program that is not on an approved

238 list, whichever comes first.

239 3. The program of study identified on an approved list

240 shall apply to a student if the program to which the he or she

241 is admitted is on an approved list at the time of admittance to

242| the program or at the time he or she initially entered an

243| eligible Florida postsecondary institution.

244 Section 3. Section 1009.46, Florida Statutes, is created to
245 read:
246 1009.46 Duties of postsecondary educational institutions

247 for state financial aid and tuition assistance programs.—

248 (1) (a) Each postsecondary educational institution that

249 receives state funds for state financial aid and tuition

250 assistance programs shall:

251 1. Complete and return the annual application for state aid

252 funds in the format and by the date established by the

253 department;

254 2. Maintain complete, accurate, and auditable student

255| records documenting the institution’s administration of state

256 financial aid and tuition assistance funds;

257 3. Verify eligibility of enrolled students with the

258 department each academic term;

259 4. Verify eligibility of enrolled students by reporting the

260| program of study to the department using the most recent

261 classification instruction program taxonomy for the certificate
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or degree level as developed by the United States Department of

Education’s National Center for Education Statistics;

5. Disburse state financial aid and tuition assistance to

eligible students;

6. Notify students annually regarding the renewal

requirements for each state-funded award for which they are

eligible;

7. Complete and return to the department in the format and

by the date established by the department all reports for the

administration of state funds;

8. Complete and return to the department in the format and

by the date established by the department all legislatively

required reports;

9. Retain required records for the later of 5 years or

until such records are audited and any audit exceptions are

resolved; and

10. Refund to the department any undisbursed advances

within 60 days after the end of the regular registration each

fall and spring term, within 30 days after the end of the summer

term, or within 60 days after the date that a student’s

ineligibility is determined.

(b) These requirements do not preclude higher standards

specified in other sections of this part or rules of the state

board.

(c) An institution that fails to perform its duties in

administering state financial aid or tuition assistance programs

must be placed on probation by the department.

1. The department shall provide allocations on a

reimbursement basis to a participating institution that fails to
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timely remit undisbursed funds for the previous academic year.

2. The department may suspend or revoke an institution’s

eligibility to participate in state-funded programs if the

institution fails to provide the required audits, fails to

resolve audit findings, or fails to timely provide statutorily

required reports by established deadlines.

(2) (a) By December 31, 2021, the Board of Governors and the

State Board of Education shall each approve a list of career

certificate and undergraduate and graduate degree programs

offered by a district career center, charter technical career

center, Florida College System institution, or state university,

as applicable, which lead directly to employment.

(b) In determining which programs will be included on a

list, the Board of Governors and the State Board of Education

shall consider national, state, and regional industry demand for

certificateholders and graduates of such degree programs. For

each certificate and degree program listed, the Board of

Governors and the State Board of Education must identify

occupations, current job openings, estimates of job growth, and

employment wages. Each approved list must also include

appropriate certificate and degree programs offered by eligible

independent colleges and universities.

(c) Each approved list must be updated by each December 31.

Section 4. Paragraph (a) of subsection (4) and subsection
(5) of section 1009.50, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1009.50 Florida Public Student Assistance Grant Program;
eligibility for grants.—

(4) (a) The funds appropriated for the Florida Public

Student Assistance Grant Program shall be distributed to
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Section 6. Paragraph (a) of subsection (4) and subsection
(5) of section 1009.51, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1009.51 Florida Private Student Assistance Grant Program;
eligibility for grants.—

(4) (a) The funds appropriated for the Florida Private
Student Assistance Grant Program shall be distributed to
eligible institutions in accordance with a formula approved by
the State Board of Education. The formula must consider at least
the prior year’s distribution of funds andy the number of
eligible applicants who did not receive awards+—the
S Eaﬂdafdﬂ:‘ ZTr Eﬂ:l SET ef Ehe eﬁ?eeEed faﬂtﬂ:‘ J:Y eeﬂEfﬂ:‘ blﬂEﬂ:l Oty aﬂd’

provisrons—ferunused—Ffunds. The formula must account for

changes in the number of eligible students across all student
assistance grant programs established pursuant to this section
and ss. 1009.50, 1009.505, and 1009.52.

Section 7. Paragraph (a) of subsection (4) and subsection
(6) of section 1009.52, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1009.52 Florida Postsecondary Student Assistance Grant
Program; eligibility for grants.—

(4) (a) The funds appropriated for the Florida Postsecondary

Student Assistance Grant Program shall be distributed to
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eligible institutions in accordance with a formula approved by

the State Board of Education. The formula must consider at least

the prior year’s distribution of funds ands# the number of

eligible applicants who did not receive awardsy—thke

n £+
T

or—unatgsed—Ffunds. The formula must account for

nratrl o1 o
POV TTSTOS

changes in the number of eligible students across all student

assistance grant programs established pursuant to this section
and ss. 1009.50, 1009.505, and 1009.51.
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Section 8. Subsections (3), (4), and (7) of section

1009.53, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1009.53 Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program.—
(3) The Department of Education shall administer the Bright

Futures Scholarship Program according to rules and procedures

established by the State Board of Education. A single

application must be sufficient for a student to apply for any of

the awards. The department shall advertise the availability of

the scholarship program and shall notify students, teachers,

parents, certified school counselors, and principals or other

relevant school administrators of the criteria and application

procedures. The department must begin this process of
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notification no later than September Jamwary 1 of each year.

(4) Funding for the Bright Futures Scholarship Program must
be allocated from the Education Enhancement Trust Fund and must
be provided before allocations from that fund are calculated for
disbursement to other educational entities.

42> If funds appropriated are not adequate to provide the
maximum allowable award to each eligible applicant, awards in
all components of the program must be prorated using the same

percentage reduction.

o 2
[ i 5

(7) A student may receive only one type of award from the
Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program at any given time,
but may transfer from one type of award to another through the
renewal application process, if the student’s eligibility status
changes. However, a student is not eligible to transfer from a
Florida Medallion Scholarship, a Florida Gold Seal CAPE

Scholarship, or a Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholarship to a

Fome 1 o i AT oo 1o N PN =P PN, I N Aia ot 3~
1T T t/J_UvJ_(_/LlI.L ll.L(_/L_Y @ e S R W JH S WP NP WP S VA L [N SN NP U B NS S &P R J—(./Llll—L—L_Y AP I S Py &7 Rl U S W B
1lean + fodaral At b ] Ao SN I N sz ] £+ PN S
O TTIT A L [N SN NP U B\ NP S &P R A\ N E E P W W _LUL/LJ.J., (Y ELw 5 T AV & s N © B . T W T 1T OO TITO S T
i PSP POAS BEE T N P E R~ S R Sy ISP, ISP, P e £ o+

LA CUTTH O TOUOCT T T =TT CTITCT |2 WPR S U S S S WY 5 R WS S N i § A\ = CO T C OO CITUlT A\ = I

PR P AP I RIS N, I

o C OO CTTTCT =] O TTT C_L_L\j_LJ\J_L_L_LL,_Y

Section 9. Paragraph (c) is added to subsection (3) of
section 1009.532, Florida Statutes, to read:
1009.532 Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program;

student eligibility requirements for renewal awards.—
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(3)
(c) Notwithstanding paragraph (a), beginning with students

initially funded in the 2022-2023 academic year, the maximum

number of credit hours which can be awarded must be reduced by

the number of postsecondary credit hours the student has earned

from articulated acceleration mechanisms under s. 1007.27.

Section 10. Subsections (1) and (2) of section 1009.534,

Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1009.534 Florida Academic Scholars award.—

(1) A student is eligible for a Florida Academic Scholars
award if he or she meets the general eligibility requirements
for the Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program and:

(a) Has achieved a 3.5 weighted grade point average as
calculated pursuant to s. 1009.531, or its equivalent, in high
school courses that are designated by the State Board of
Education as college-preparatory academic courses and has

attained at least the score required under s. 1009.531(6) (a) ewn

+h
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(
1002.41 during grades 11 and 12, has completed the International

Has attended a home education program according to s.

Baccalaureate curriculum but failed to earn the International
Baccalaureate Diploma, or has completed the Advanced
International Certificate of Education curriculum but failed to
earn the Advanced International Certificate of Education

Diploma, and has attained at least the score required under s.

1009.531(6) (a) eon—the—~combined—verbal andguantitative parts—of
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465 the—Sehelastie AptitudeTest;—Fthe Seholastie Assessment—Tests u;_
4166| *Ehe—reecentered Sechotastie AssessmentFest—-of the College
467 Entronce bxamination—or an—ecguivalent score—on—Fthe ACT
468| Assessment—Program;
469 (c) Has been awarded an International Baccalaureate Diploma
470 from the International Baccalaureate Office or an Advanced
471 International Certificate of Education Diploma from the
472| University of Cambridge International Examinations Office;
473 (d) Has been recognized by themeritor achievement
474 | pregrams—of the National Merit Scholarship Corporation as a
475 scholar or finalist; e
476 (e) Has been granted academic honors by one or more of the

477 College Board National Recognition Programs for students from

478| underrepresented communities; or reecogrizedby—the National

479 | Hisporie Recognition —rogram os—o Schotlar recipient
480 (f) For a high school student who graduated in the 2021-

481 2022 academic year and thereafter:

482 1. Has earned an associate degree with a minimum

483| postsecondary cumulative grade point average of 3.5 on a 4.0

484 scale before graduating from high school; or

485 2. Has earned a College Board Advanced Placement Capstone

486 Diploma with scores of 4 or higher on six Advanced Placement

487 examinations.
488

489 The student must complete a program of volunteer service work,

490 as approved by the district school board, the administrators of
491 a nonpublic school, or the Department of Education for home
492 education program students, which must include a minimum of 75

493| hours of service work for high school students graduating in the
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2010-2011 academic year and 100 hours of service work for high
school students graduating in the 2011-2012 academic year and
thereafter. The student must identify a social or civic issue or
a professional area that interests him or her, develop a plan
for his or her personal involvement in addressing the issue or
learning about the area, and, through papers or other
presentations, evaluate and reflect upon his or her experience.
Except for credit earned through service-learning courses
adopted pursuant to s. 1003.497, the student may not receive
remuneration or academic credit for the volunteer service work
performed. Such work may include, but is not limited to, a
business or governmental internship, work for a nonprofit
community service organization, or activities on behalf of a
candidate for public office. The hours of volunteer service must
be documented in writing, and the document must be signed by the
student, the student’s parent or guardian, and a representative
of the organization for which the student performed the
volunteer service work.

(2) A Florida Academic Scholar who is enrolled in a
certificate, diploma, associate, or baccalaureate degree program

at a public or nonpublic postsecondary education institution is

eligible for an award equal to the amount specified reecessary—+te
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Appropriations Act to assist with the payment of educational
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523 expenses.
524 Section 11. Section 1009.5341, Florida Statutes, is amended
525 to read:

526 1009.5341 Florida Bright Futures Scholarship awards for

527 graduate study.—

528 (1) For the 2021-2022 academic year, Florida Bright Futures
529 Scholarship recipients whe—graduate—in—the 20102011 —academiec
530 vear—and—thereafter with a bacecalaurecate degree—in—7semestersy
531 or—the—eagrivaternt—eor fewer hours,—ondwish toparsue—gradaate

532| stwey may apply the unused portion of their Florida Academic

533 Scholars award or Florida Medallion Scholars award toward %

534| semester—eof graduate study—ret—teo—-exceed 15 semester houwrs paid
535 at the undergraduate rate. A baceataureate degree may inctudes

536 b+ 10 ~AA~+ 1ama+~ + a1 oF N o N N R ) SN Lt 2
AW =) TToOCT [ S § Sy S WSl W 8 =y \.z\J_L_LC\jC C L OO CO \SPN & R B Y AL W l_LJ..L\JL«l\jLJ.
537 ENEVS S BT N = N 1 o PN 22Nl SN P 2= TE ~C T I 2=k b I 2 + + o AYANY) 27
| €7 N i WS S W W R E OP B UL WA W | €7 ) WPl WP WP S SR S 6P R WS i W R T CTITITTTI T O IThLS t/uJ_u_)ou.J.L_, |y =] LTI 7 T
538 (2) Beginning with the 2022-2023 academic year, a Bright

539 Futures scholarship recipient may apply the unused portion of

540 his or her Florida Academic Scholars award or Florida Medallion

541 Scholars award toward graduate study in a degree field on an

542 approved list developed pursuant to s. 1009.46(2) (a), which must

543| be paid at the undergraduate rate.

544 Section 12. Subsections (1) and (2) of section 1009.535,
545 Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

546 1009.535 Florida Medallion Scholars award.—

547 (1) A student is eligible for a Florida Medallion Scholars

548 award if he or she meets the general eligibility requirements
549 for the Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program and:

550 (a) Has achieved a weighted grade point average of 3.0 as

551 calculated pursuant to s. 1009.531, or the equivalent, in high
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school courses that are designated by the State Board of
Education as college-preparatory academic courses and has
1009.531(6) (b) o=
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(b) Has completed the International Baccalaureate
curriculum but failed to earn the International Baccalaureate
Diploma or has completed the Advanced International Certificate
of Education curriculum but failed to earn the Advanced
International Certificate of Education Diploma, and has attained

1009.531(6)
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(c) Has attended a home education program according to s.

1002.41 during grades 11 and 12 and has attained at least the

score required under s. 1009.531(6) (b) enr—the combined—rerbat
TN PPN NS S I TIPS S ot o £+ ST St N P T+ +1h

(@R uaw \1\4I.L/LJ.J.L./_L CT T IV t/L/LJ_ ) e T o TITTOTTN S TI0 Dt/k.,_l_ C O T OO L./, T

C ~ 1+ 1 ~ \Walal SaaomaAant T ot r + 1 r oA+ rad C ~ 1+ 1 ~

o TITTO TS TI0 IO oo o oIMmTTITC T OO L./, A T T O O CTTITTICT T 1T T o TITTOTTNOS TI0

\Walal SaaomaAant T ot £ + 1 &l 117 o Tt v~ sz ama 4+ o by 1 At

IO oo oo TITC [ NI NS R wy e T U_L_L\_,y\_, [ N R WS By @ B B B P ) 1T IO TTTr L_,_I_UJ.J., A [ muy

(d) Has been recognized by the meriteor aechievement program

ef—+the National Merit Scholarship Corporation as a scholar or
finalist but has not completed the program of volunteer service
work required under s. 1009.534; e=

(e) Has been granted academic honors by one or more of the
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College Board National Recognition Programs for students from

underrepresented communities reecognaized by —the National Hispanie
Recognritieon Preogramas—a sehotar+ but has not completed the

program of volunteer service work required under s. 1009.534; or

(f) For a high school student who graduates in the 2021-

2022 academic year and thereafter:

1. Has earned an associate degree with a minimum cumulative

postsecondary grade point average of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale before

graduating from high school; or

2. Has earned an Advanced Placement Capstone Diploma with

scores of 3 or higher on six Advanced Placement Examinations.

A high school student graduating in the 2011-2012 academic year
and thereafter must complete at least 75 hours of volunteer
service work approved by the district school board, the
administrators of a nonpublic school, or the Department of
Education for home education program students. The student must
identify a social or civic issue or a professional area that
interests him or her, develop a plan for his or her personal
involvement in addressing the issue or learning about the area,
and, through papers or other presentations, evaluate and reflect
upon his or her experience. Except for credit earned through
service-learning courses adopted pursuant to s. 1003.497, the
student may not receive remuneration or academic credit for
volunteer service work performed. Such work may include, but is
not limited to, a business or governmental internship, work for
a nonprofit community service organization, or activities on
behalf of a candidate for public office. The hours of volunteer

service must be documented in writing, and the document must be
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610 signed by the student, the student’s parent or guardian, and a
611 representative of the organization for which the student
612| performed the volunteer service work.
013 (2) A Florida Medallion Scholar who 1s enrolled in a
614 certificate, diploma, associate, or baccalaureate degree program
615 at a public or nonpublic postsecondary education institution is

016 eligible—beginnines—in—the fall 2018 semester,- for an award
12 ) ) 12

617 equal to the amount specified in the General Appropriations Act

618 necAac ooz EENENE I B I NPENE VPN 2N £ a2y A o bl 2ol
J.l\.,k/\.,uou__Y ja t/u_y T LJ\JJ_\./\.,J.J.L., e C O CTITOUTIT (@R uAw i N PR ur ) o COUO T 1o ITCT X
619 1T deor oo 1A0N0Q 29 (2 () (A A (77 . 1A0N0Q 272 (2 (4 (7

TITOCT T OO . EsavA v \E= A \= A2 \ A2 Sz Faws 7 /7 EsavA v o\ 7 T/ 7 7 /7
620 7 7 7 : 7 7 7
621 (+H6)—as—appticabter to assist with the payment of educational

622 expenses. Beginning in the fall 2021 semester, a Florida
623| Medallion Scholar who is enrolled in an associate degree program
624 at a Florida College System institution is eligible for an award

625| equal to the amount specified in the General Appropriations Act

626| rwmeecessary—toPpavy 100 perecentof tuitionand fees—established
627| wrder—s—3009 233 +—4+—F+Hr+—8)+—F0r+——and—11)> to assist
628| with the payment of educational expenses.

629 Section 13. Section 1009.71, Florida Statutes, 1s created
630 to read:

631 1009.71 Florida Bright Opportunities Grant Program.—

632 (1) ESTABLISHMENT; PURPOSE.—The Florida Bright

633 Opportunities Grant Program is established and shall be

634 administered by the participating institutions in accordance

635| with rules of the State Board of Education. The program shall

636| provide an award equal to the amount necessary to cover tuition

637 and registration fees, after applying all other federal and

638 state financial aid, for eligible students at a Florida College
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System institution, a career center operated by a district

school board under s. 1001.44, or a charter technical career

center under s. 1002.34.

(2) ELIGIBILITY.—In order to be eligible for the program, a

student must have a tuition and registration fee balance not

covered by all federal financial and state financial aid, and:

(a) Be enrolled as a student seeking a degree or career

certificate, in an associate degree, technical certificate,

applied technology diploma, or clock hour certificate program at

a Florida College System institution, or a clock hour career

certificate or diploma program at a district career center or

charter technical career center. The students must be enrolled

for at least 6 semester hours, or the equivalent per term, at a

Florida College System institution, district career center, or

charter technical career center;

(b) Meet the requirements under s. 1009.40(1) (a)2. and 3.

and (c); and

(c) Qualify and remain eligible each academic year for the

Pell Grant.

An institution may not impose additional criteria to determine a

student’s eligibility to receive a grant under this section.

(3) GRANT AWARD.—The program shall:

(a) Cover remaining tuition and registration fees, with a

stipend for books as specified in the General Appropriations

Act, for eligible students after all other federal and state

financial aid is applied to tuition and fees.

(b) Be allocated, subject to the availability of funding,

on a first-come, first-served basis. The award may not exceed
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668 the cost of tuition and fees at that institution, plus a stipend

669 for books as determined in the General Appropriations Act.

670| Returning students shall receive priority over new students.

671 (4) AWARD DURATION.—A student is eligible to receive an

672 award for the number of semesters or quarters specified in s.
673 1009.40(3).
674 (5) DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS.—

675 (a) The funds appropriated for the Florida Bright

676| Opportunities Grant Program must be distributed to eligible

677 institutions in accordance with a formula approved by the State

678| Board of Education. The formula must consider at least the prior

679| vyear’s distribution of funds and the number of eligible

680 applicants who did not receive awards.

681 (b) Subject to appropriation by the Legislature, payment of

682 grants must be transmitted to the institution in advance of the

683 registration period. Institutions shall notify students of the

084 amount of their awards.

685 (c) The eligibility status of each student to receive a

686| disbursement must be determined by each institution as of the

687 end of its regular registration period, inclusive of a drop-add

688| period. Institutions may not be required to reevaluate a

689| student’s eligibility status after this date for purposes of

690 changing eligibility determinations previously made.

691 (d) Each participating institution shall report to the
692| department by the established date the number of students

693 eligible for the program for each academic term. Each

694 institution also shall report to the department any necessary

695 demographic and eligibility data for such students.

696 (e) Institutions shall certify to the department within 30
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697 days after the end of regular registration each term the amount

098 of funds disbursed to each student. Institutions shall remit to

699| the department any undisbursed advances for the fall, spring,

700 and summer terms within 30 days after the end of the summer

701 term.
702 (6) RULES.—The State Board of Education shall adopt rules

703| to implement this section.

704 Section 14. Section 1009.711, Florida Statutes, is created

705| to read:
706 1009.711 Florida Endeavor Scholarship Program.—

707 (1) ESTABLISHMENT; PURPOSE.—The Florida Endeavor

708 Scholarship Program is established and shall be administered by

709| participating institutions in accordance with rules of the State

710 Board of Education. The program shall provide an award equal to

711 the amount necessary to cover tuition and registration fees for

712 eligible students at a Florida College System institution, a

713 career center operated by a district school board under s.

714 1001.44, or a charter technical career center under s. 1002.34.

715 (2) ELIGIBILITY.—In order to be eligible for the program, a

716 student may not have earned a high school credential prior to

717| enrolling at the institution, and must:

718 (a) Be enrolled in a career certificate or noncollege-

719 credit applied technology diploma program or in a General

720 Education Program at a Florida College System institution, a

721 district career center, or a charter technical career center;

722 (b) Meet the requirements under s. 1009.40(1) (a)2. and 3.
723 and (c);

724 (c) Earn at least 225 clock hours; and

725 (d) Earn a minimum 2.5 postsecondary grade point average.
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726

727 An institution may not impose additional criteria to determine a

728 student’s eligibility to receive a grant under this section.

729 (3) SCHOLARSHIP AWARD.—A student is eligible to receive an

730| award equal to the amount to cover tuition and registration fees

731 for a career certificate or applied technology diploma program

732 for the number of semesters or quarters specified in s.

733 1009.40(3) . The award may not exceed the cost of tuition and

734| registration fees at that institution. The institution shall

735| award scholarships subject to the availability of funding, on a

736| first-come, first-served basis. Returning students must be given

737| priority over new students.

738 (4) DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS.—

739 (a) The funds appropriated for the Florida Endeavor

740 Scholarship Program must be distributed to eligible institutions

741 in accordance with a formula approved by the State Board of

742 Education. The formula must consider at least the prior year’s

743| distribution of funds and the number of eligible applicants who

744 did not receive awards.

745 (b) Subject to the appropriation of funds by the

746| Legislature, the department shall transmit payment of grants to

7477 the institution in advance of the registration period.

748 Institutions shall notify students of the amount of their

749 awards.

750 (c) The eligibility status of each student to receive a

751 disbursement must be determined by each institution as of the

752| end of its regular registration period, inclusive of a drop-add

753| period. Institutions may not be required to reevaluate a

754 student’s eligibility status after this date for purposes of
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changing eligibility determinations previously made.

(d) Each participating institution shall report to the

department by the established date the number of students

eligible for the program for each academic term. Each

institution also shall report to the department any necessary

demographic and eligibility data for such students.

(e) Institutions shall certify to the department within 30

days after the end of regular registration each term the amount

of funds disbursed to each student. Institutions shall remit to

the department any undisbursed advances for the fall, spring,

and summer terms within 30 days after the end of the summer

term.

(5) RULES.—The State Board of Education shall adopt rules

to implement this section.

Section 15. Paragraph (b) of subsection (4) and subsection
(5) of section 1009.893, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1009.893 Benacgquisto Scholarship Program.—

(4) In order to be eligible for an initial award under the
scholarship program, a student must meet the requirements of
paragraph (a) or paragraph (b).

(b) A student who initially enrolls in a baccalaureate

degree program in the 2018-2019 through 2021-2022 academic years

yvear—or—Fater and who is not a resident of this state, as
determined in s. 1009.40 and rules of the State Board of
Education, must:

1. Physically reside in this state on or near the campus of
the postsecondary educational institution in which the student
is enrolled;

2. Earn a high school diploma from a school outside Florida
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which is comparable to a standard Florida high school diploma or
its equivalent pursuant to s. 1002.3105, s. 1003.4281, s.
1003.4282, or s. 1003.435 or must complete a home education
program in another state; and

3. Be accepted by and enrolled full-time in a baccalaureate
degree program at an eligible regionally accredited Florida
public or independent postsecondary educational institution
during the fall academic term following high school graduation.

(5) (a)1l. An eligible student who meets the requirements of
paragraph (4) (a), who is a National Merit Scholar, and who
attends a Florida public postsecondary educational institution

shall receive a scholarship award as specified in the General

13

Appropriations Act egual—teo—the institutionalecost—of attendance
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2. An eligible student who meets the requirements of
paragraph (4) (b), who is a National Merit Scholar, and who
attends a Florida public postsecondary educational institution

shall receive a scholarship award as specified in the General

qar

+taoandAan ~
cCIiCace

Appropriations Act eeguat—teo—the institutional ecostof o

-

B
@D
He

£ dont+
T \ws C

£ + M
1T T T T

e
J A NP S

ar

P, oo 3
A (& [ S WS o 1T 15 =] [ S N N

A\

H

Seheotarship. Such student is exempt from the payment of out-of-
state fees.

(b) An eligible student who is a National Merit Scholar and
who attends a Florida independent postsecondary educational

institution shall receive a scholarship award as specified in

the General Appropriations Act egogat—teo—Fthe highest—~coest—of
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813| State University Systemminus the sum of the studentls Flerida
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