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By the Committee on Education; and Senator Baxley
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A bill to be entitled
An act relating to student financial aid; creating s.
1006.75, F.S.; requiring the Board of Governors of the
State University System to create an online dashboard;
specifying minimum information to be included in the
dashboard; requiring the dashboard to be available by
a specified date; requiring each state university
office of admissions website to contain a link to the
dashboard; requiring each state university board of
trustees to adopt certain procedures; requiring the
procedures to include placing a hold on certain
students’ registration; specifying the requirements
for students to 1lift the hold; requiring the Board of
Governors to approve such procedures by a specified
date; amending s. 1009.25, F.S.; making technical
changes; amending s. 1009.40, F.S.; conforming
provisions to changes made by the act; revising
eligibility for an award under the Bright Futures
Scholarship Program or the Benacquisto Scholarship
Program; specifying funding award levels for students
initially funded in a certain academic year; requiring
postsecondary educational institutions to verify
funding levels before award disbursement; creating s.
1009.46, F.S.; specifying the duties of certain
postsecondary educational institutions with regard to
financial aid and tuition assistance programs;
specifying penalties for noncompliance; requiring the
Board of Governors, the State Board of Education, and

the Independent Colleges and Universities of Florida
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to each approve, by a specified date, a list of career
certificate and undergraduate and graduate degree
programs that they determine do not lead directly to
employment; requiring that each list include specified
information; requiring that the state board list
include programs at independent colleges and
universities licensed by the Commission for
Independent Education; requiring each entity to
publish the methodology used in determining whether
programs are included on the list; requiring that the
lists be updated annually, by a specified date, to be
effective the next academic year; amending s. 1009.50,
F.S.; revising the formula for calculating how Florida
Public Student Assistance Grant Program funds are
distributed; deleting a provision authorizing Florida
Public Student Assistance Grant Program funds to be
deposited in the State Student Financial Assistance
Trust Fund; deleting a provision requiring any balance
in the trust fund which was allocated to the Florida
Public Student Assistance Grant Program at the end of
the fiscal year to remain therein; amending s.
1009.505, F.S.; deleting a provision authorizing
Florida Public Postsecondary Career Education Student
Assistance Grant Program funds to be deposited in the
trust fund; deleting a provision requiring any balance
in the trust fund which was allocated to the Florida
Public Postsecondary Career Education Student
Assistance Grant Program at the end of the fiscal year

to remain therein; amending s. 1009.51, F.S.; revising
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the formula for calculating how Florida Private
Student Assistance Grant Program funds are
distributed; deleting a provision authorizing Florida
Private Student Assistance Grant Program funds to be
deposited in the trust fund; deleting a provision
requiring any balance in the trust fund which was
allocated to the Florida Private Student Assistance
Grant Program at the end of the fiscal year to remain
therein; amending s. 1009.52, F.S.; revising the
formula for how Florida Postsecondary Student
Assistance Grant Program funds are distributed;
deleting a provision authorizing Florida Postsecondary
Student Assistance Grant Program funds to be deposited
in the trust fund; deleting a provision requiring any
balance in the trust fund which was allocated to the
Florida Postsecondary Student Assistance Grant Program
at the end of the fiscal year to remain therein;
amending s. 1009.53, F.S.; requiring the Department of
Education to advertise the Florida Bright Futures
Scholarship Program to specified persons no later than
a specified date of each year; deleting a provision
authorizing unused Florida Bright Futures Scholarship
Program funds to be carried forward; deleting a
provision authorizing certain students to receive
specified loans; amending s. 1009.532, F.S.;
requiring, beginning with a specified academic year,
that the maximum number of credit hours which can be
awarded under the Florida Bright Futures Scholarship

Program be reduced by the number of postsecondary
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88 credit hours the student has earned from certain

89 articulated acceleration mechanisms which are applied

90 toward certificate, diploma, or specified degree

91 requirements or to general education requirements;

92 amending s. 1009.534, F.S.; revising and expanding

93 eligibility requirements of the Florida Academic

94 Scholars award; providing that a Florida Academic

95 Scholar is eligible for an award equal to the amount

96 specified in the General Appropriations Act; amending

97 s. 1009.5341, F.S.; authorizing a Florida Bright

98 Futures Scholarship recipient to apply the unused

99 portion of a Florida Academic Scholars award or

100 Florida Medallion Scholars award toward graduate study
101 for a specified academic year; authorizing a Florida
102 Bright Futures Scholarship recipient to apply the
103 unused portion of a Florida Academic Scholars award or
104 Florida Medallion Scholars award toward graduate study
105 in a specified degree field, paid at the undergraduate
106 rate, beginning with a specified academic year;
107 amending s. 1009.535, F.S.; revising and expanding
108 eligibility for a Florida Medallion Scholars award;
109 providing a Florida Medallion Scholar is eligible for
110 an award equal to the amount specified in the General
111 Appropriations Act; creating s. 1009.71, F.S.;
112 establishing the Florida Bright Opportunities Grant
113 Program; requiring the program to be administered by
114 the participating institutions subject to state board
115 rules; providing the purpose of the program;
116 specifying eligibility requirements for the program;
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117 prohibiting institutions from imposing additional
118 eligibility requirements on students; requiring the
119 program to cover remaining tuition and fees for
120 eligible students after the application of all other
121 federal and state financial aid, with a stipend for
122 books as specified in the General Appropriations Act;
123 requiring program awards to be allocated on a first-
124 come, first-served basis; requiring returning students
125 to receive priority over new students; providing the
126 duration of the award; requiring funds to be
127 distributed to eligible institutions based on a
128 formula approved by the state board; requiring the
129 formula to take into account specified criteria;
130 requiring grants to be transmitted to institutions in
131 advance of the registration period; requiring
132 institutions to notify students of award amounts;
133 requiring institutions to determine the eligibility
134 status of each student at a specified time;
135 prohibiting institutions from being required to
136 reevaluate student eligibility after the specified
137 time; requiring institutions to report specified
138 information to the department; requiring institutions
139 to remit to the department any undisbursed advances
140 within a specified timeframe; requiring the state
141 board to adopt rules; creating s. 1009.711, F.S.;
142 establishing the Florida Endeavor Scholarship Program;
143 requiring the award to cover tuition, registration,
144 and testing fees for eligible students at a Florida
145 College System institution, a career center, or a
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146 charter technical career center; providing that
147 students who earned a high school credential before
148 enrolling at the institution are not eligible for the
149 program; requiring enrollment in specified programs;
150 requiring that students meet specified statutory
151 requirements; requiring that students demonstrate
152 readiness for enrollment in a postsecondary clock hour
153 program by meeting a specified requirement,
154 demonstrating specified literacy and numeracy skills,
155 or by enrolling in an Integrated Education and
156 Training program; specifying criteria for continuing
157 eligibility and for a renewal award; prohibiting
158 institutions from imposing additional criteria to
159 determine a student’s initial eligibility; providing
160 that students are eligible to receive award amounts
161 equal to certain tuition and registration fees;
162 requiring program awards to be allocated on a first-
163 come, first-served basis, with returning students
164 given priority over new students; requiring funds to
165 be distributed to eligible institutions based on a
166 formula approved by the state board; requiring that
167 the formula take into account specified criteria;
168 requiring that grants be transmitted to institutions
169 in advance of the registration period; requiring
170 institutions to notify students of award amounts;
171 requiring institutions to determine the eligibility
172 status of each student at a specified time;
173 prohibiting institutions from being required to
174 reevaluate student eligibility after the specified

Page 6 of 32
CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




175
176
177
178
179
180
181
182
183
184
185
186
187
188
189
190
191
192
193
194
195
196
197
198
199
200
201
202
203

Florida Senate - 2021 CS for SB 86

581-02942-21 202186¢c1
time; requiring institutions to report specified
information to the department; requiring institutions
to remit to the department any undisbursed advances
within a specified timeframe; requiring the state
board to adopt rules; amending s. 1009.893, F.S.;
requiring a student who enrolls in a baccalaureate
degree program in specified academic years to comply
with certain requirements to attain a Benacquisto
Scholarship; providing that the amount awarded under
the program will be as specified in the General

Appropriations Act; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 1006.75, Florida Statutes, is created to

read:

1006.75 State university career planning and information.—

(1) To assist students and families in making better-

informed decisions about educational options and future

employment opportunities, the Board of Governors of the State

University System shall publicly publish an online dashboard.

The dashboard must present data, by academic discipline, of

graduates of state universities, including at least the

following information:

(a) Post-graduation median salary 1, 5, and 10 years after

graduation;

(b) Median student loan debt;

(c) Debt-to-income ratio;

(d) Estimated monthly loan payment as a percentage of gross
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monthly income; and

(e) The percentage of graduates who have continued their

education beyond the baccalaureate level.

(2) The online dashboard must be available by January 1,

2022. A link to the dashboard shall be prominently displayed on

each state university’s office of admissions website.

(3) (a) Each state university board of trustees shall adopt

procedures to connect undergraduate students to career planning,

coaching, and related programs during the first academic year of

the student’s enrollment. Such procedures must be approved by

the Board of Governors and include placing a hold on student

registration before the end of the first year of each student’s

enrollment. To 1ift the hold and register for classes, each

student shall:

1. Register with the university’s career center;

2. Complete a career readiness training module provided by

the career center; and

3. Be directed to the dashboard established in subsection

(1).

(b) The Board of Governors of the State University System

shall review and approve each university’s procedures by March
1, 2022.

Section 2. Paragraphs (c) and (d) of subsection (1) of
section 1009.25, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1009.25 Fee exemptions.—

(1) The following students are exempt from the payment of
tuition and fees, including lab fees, at a school district that
provides workforce education programs, Florida College System

institution, or state university:
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233 (c) A student who 1s, or was at the time he or she reached
234 18 years of age, in the custody of the Department of Children
235| and Families or who, after spending at least 6 months in the
236| custody of the department after reaching 16 years of age, was
237| placed in a guardianship by the court. Such exemption includes
238 fees associated with enrollment in applied academics for adult
239| education instruction. The exemption remains valid until the
240 student reaches 28 years of age.
241 (d) A student who is, or was at the time he or she reached
242 18 years of age, in the custody of a relative or nonrelative
243 under s. 39.5085 or s. 39.6225 or who was adopted from the
244 Department of Children and Families after May 5, 1997. Such
245 exemption includes fees associated with enrollment in applied
246| academics for adult education instruction. The exemption remains
247 valid until the student reaches 28 years of age.
248 Section 3. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section
249 1009.40, Florida Statutes, is amended, and paragraph (c) 1is
250 added to that subsection, to read:
251 1009.40 General requirements for student eligibility for
252 state financial aid awards and tuition assistance grants.—
253 (1) (a) The general requirements for eligibility of students
254 for state financial aid awards and tuition assistance grants
255 consist of the following:
256 1. Achievement of the academic requirements of and
257 acceptance at a state university or Florida College System
258 institution; a nursing diploma school approved by the Florida
259| Board of Nursing; a Florida college or university which is

260 accredited by an accrediting agency recognized by the State

261 Board of Education; a Florida institution the credits of which
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262 are acceptable for transfer to state universities; a career

263 center; or a private career institution accredited by an

264 accrediting agency recognized by the State Board of Education.
265 2. Residency in this state for no less than 1 year

266| preceding the award of aid or a tuition assistance grant for a
267 program established pursuant to s. 1009.50, s. 1009.505, s.

268 1009.51, s. 1009.52, s. 1009.53, s. 1009.60, s. 1009.62, s.

269| 1009.71, s. 1009.711, s. 1009.72, s. 1009.73, s. 1009.75, s.

270 1009.77, s. 1009.89, e+ s. 1009.891, or s. 1009.894. Residency

271 in this state must be for purposes other than to obtain an

272 education. Resident status for purposes of receiving state

273 financial aid awards shall be determined in the same manner as
274 resident status for tuition purposes pursuant to s. 1009.21.

275 3. Submission of certification attesting to the accuracy,
276| completeness, and correctness of information provided to

277 demonstrate a student’s eligibility to receive state financial
278 aid awards or tuition assistance grants. Falsification of such
279 information shall result in the denial of a pending application
280 and revocation of an award or grant currently held to the extent
281 that no further payments shall be made. Additionally, students
282| who knowingly make false statements in order to receive state
283 financial aid awards or tuition assistance grants commit a

284| misdemeanor of the second degree subject to the provisions of s.
285 837.06 and shall be required to return all state financial aid
286 awards or tuition assistance grants wrongfully obtained.

287 (c) Eligibility for funding for state merit-based

288 scholarship program awards under the Bright Futures Scholarship

289 Program and the Benacquisto Scholarship Program is contingent

290| wupon a student meeting the minimum requirements specified in
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paragraphs (a) and (b) and any additional requirements specified
in ss. 1009.531, 1009.532, 1009.534, 1009.535, 1009.536, and
1009.893, subject to the following:

1. Beginning with students who initially receive an award

in the 2023-2024 academic year:

a. A student enrolled in an associate in arts degree

program, or a student enrolled in a state university who has not

been admitted to an academic program, may receive an award up to

the maximum amount established for the scholarship program for a

maximum of 60 credit hours.

b. A student enrolled in a certificate program, technical

diploma program, career degree program, or major as a part of a

baccalaureate degree program:

(I) May receive an award up to the maximum amount

established for the program if the certificate, diploma, career

degree, or major 1is not identified on the list established

pursuant to s. 1009.46(2) (a) .

(IT) May receive a reduced award from the maximum

established for the program in the General Appropriations Act if

the certificate, diploma, career degree, or major is identified

on the list established pursuant to s. 1009.46(2) (a).

2. Student eligibility for a reduced award from the maximum

award established for the scholarship program, as determined in

the General Appropriations Act, applies to a program of study
that was identified on the list pursuant to s. 1009.46(2) (a) at

the time of the student’s initial enrollment, or if the student

changes his or her major program to a program identified on the

list. A student may receive a maximum award established for the

program if the program of study is removed from the list after
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the student’s initial enrollment, but before the student’s

admission to the major.

3. Before disbursement of an award, each postsecondary

educational institution shall verify that the funding level a

student is provided aligns with the provisions established in

this paragraph.
Section 4. Section 1009.46, Florida Statutes, is created to

read:

1009.46 Duties relating to state financial aid and tuition

assistance programs.—

(1) (a) Each postsecondary educational institution that

receives state funds for state financial aid and tuition

assistance programs shall:

1. Complete and return the annual application for state aid

funds in the format and by the date established by the

Department of Education;

2. Maintain complete, accurate, and auditable student

records documenting the institution’s administration of state

financial aid and tuition assistance funds;

3. Verify eligibility of enrolled students with the

department each academic term;

4. Report each student’s program of study to the department

using the most recent classification of instructional programs

taxonomy for the certificate or degree level as developed by the

United States Department of Education’s National Center for

Education Statistics;

5. Disburse state financial aid and tuition assistance to

eligible students;

6. Notify students annually regarding the renewal
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requirements for each state-funded award for which they are

eligible;

7. Complete and return to the department all reports for

the administration of state funds in the format and by the date

established by the department;

8. Complete and return to the department all legislatively

required reports in the format and by the date established by

the department;

9. Retain required records for the later of 5 years or

until such records are audited and any audit exceptions are

resolved; and

10. Refund to the department any undisbursed advances

within 60 days after the end of the regular registration period

each fall and spring term, within 30 days after the end of the

summer term, or within 60 days after the date a student’s

ineligibility is determined.

(b) These requirements do not preclude higher standards

specified in other sections of this part or rules of the State

Board of Education.

(c) An institution that fails to perform its duties in

administering state financial aid or tuition assistance programs

must be placed on probation by the department.

1. The department shall provide allocations on a

reimbursement basis to a participating institution that fails to

timely remit undisbursed funds for the previous academic year.

2. The department may suspend or revoke an institution’s

eligibility to participate in state-funded programs if the

institution fails to provide the required audits, fails to

resolve audit findings, or fails to timely provide statutorily
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required reports by established deadlines.

(2) (a) By December 31, 2021, the Board of Governors, the

State Board of Education, and the Independent Colleges and

Universities of Florida shall each identify and publish a list

of career certificate and undergraduate and graduate degree

programs offered by a district career center, charter technical

career center, Florida College System institution, independent

college or university, or state university, as applicable, which

do not lead directly to employment.

(b) In determining which programs will be included on a

list, the Board of Governors, the State Board of Education, and

the Independent Colleges and Universities of Florida shall

consider national, state, and regional industry demand for

certificateholders and graduates of such degree programs. For

each certificate and degree program listed, the Board of

Governors and the State Board of Education must identify

occupations, current job openings, estimates of job growth, and

employment wages. The State Board of Education list must include

programs at independent colleges and universities licensed by

the Commission for Independent Education.

(c) The Board of Governors, the State Board of Education,

and the Independent Colleges and Universities of Florida must

publish the methodology used in determining whether programs

were included on a list.

(d) The respective lists must be updated annually, by

December 31, to be effective in the next academic year.

Section 5. Paragraph (a) of subsection (4) and subsection
(5) of section 1009.50, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1009.50 Florida Public Student Assistance Grant Program;
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Section 7. Paragraph (a) of subsection (4) and subsection
(5) of section 1009.51, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1009.51 Florida Private Student Assistance Grant Program;
eligibility for grants.—

(4) (2a) The funds appropriated for the Florida Private
Student Assistance Grant Program shall be distributed to
eligible institutions in accordance with a formula approved by
the State Board of Education. The formula must consider at least

the prior year’s distribution of funds ands# the number of

eligible applicants who did not receive awards—the
atanAaarAda 54 o n £ +1h Nt~ L£oma T 7 AN~ g et o n o A
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provisteons—feor—uwnused—Ffunds. The formula must account for

changes in the number of eligible students across all student
assistance grant programs established pursuant to this section
and ss. 1009.50, 1009.505, and 1009.52.
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Section 8. Paragraph (a) of subsection (4) and subsection
(6) of section 1009.52, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1009.52 Florida Postsecondary Student Assistance Grant
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Program; eligibility for grants.—

(4) (a) The funds appropriated for the Florida Postsecondary
Student Assistance Grant Program shall be distributed to
eligible institutions in accordance with a formula approved by
the State Board of Education. The formula must consider at least
the prior year’s distribution of funds andy the number of
eligible applicants who did not receive awards—the

1 an £ + 1 nae
cTrOTT—O T Tt CXPCT

provisieons—fer wunused—Ffunds. The formula must account for

changes in the number of eligible students across all student

+eod F£oama T ~NAarmt g 4 A S A
cCO—Toirrry COoOncrrou Tt oy ottt

A\

assistance grant programs established pursuant to this section
and ss. 1009.50, 1009.505, and 1009.51.
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Section 9. Subsections (3), (4), and
1009.53, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1009.53 Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program.—

(3) The Department of Education shall administer the Bright
Futures Scholarship Program according to rules and procedures
established by the State Board of Education. A single
application must be sufficient for a student to apply for any of
the awards. The department shall advertise the availability of

the scholarship program and shall notify students, teachers,
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494| parents, certified school counselors, and principals or other
495 relevant school administrators of the criteria and application
496| procedures. The department must begin this process of
497 notification no later than September Janwary 1 of each year.

498 (4) Funding for the Bright Futures Scholarship Program must
499| Dbe allocated from the Education Enhancement Trust Fund and must
500| be provided before allocations from that fund are calculated for
501| disbursement to other educational entities.

502 4= If funds appropriated are not adequate to provide the
503| maximum allowable award to each eligible applicant, awards in
504 all components of the program must be prorated using the same

505| percentage reduction.

506 (Ih)Y Netrra+h ot an A1~ ~ o 21 ¢ 201 1+ F 11 faamn Ao 11 ot~ +
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510 (7) A student may receive only one type of award from the

511 Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program at any given time,
512 but may transfer from one type of award to another through the
513| renewal application process, 1f the student’s eligibility status
514 changes. However, a student is not eligible to transfer from a
515 Florida Medallion Scholarship, a Florida Gold Seal CAPE

516| Scholarship, or a Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholarship to a
517 Florida Academic Scholarship. A—student—wheo receives an awared

518 Lo + 1 Sracram masz ala P P D P I N | P P R
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521 ot A+ T 1 —~ 1ae~xala 1 9 4+x7
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522 Section 10. Paragraph (c) is added to subsection (3) of
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section 1009.532, Florida Statutes, to read:

1009.532 Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program;
student eligibility requirements for renewal awards.—

(3)

(c) Notwithstanding paragraph

(a), beginning with students

initially funded in the 2022-2023 academic year, the maximum

number of credit hours which can be awarded must be reduced by

the number of postsecondary credit hours the student has earned
1007.27 which

from articulated acceleration mechanisms under s.

are accepted by the postsecondary educational institution toward

the requirements of a career certificate, an applied technology

diploma, an associate in applied science degree, or an associate

in science degree or in partial fulfillment of general education

coursework requirements of an associate or baccalaureate degree.

and (2) of section 1009.534,

Section 11. Subsections (1)

Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1009.534 Florida Academic Scholars award.—

(1) A student is eligible for a Florida Academic Scholars
award if he or she meets the general eligibility requirements
for the Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program and:

(a) Has achieved a 3.5 weighted grade point average as
1009.531,

school courses that are designated by the State Board of

calculated pursuant to s. or its equivalent, in high

Education as college-preparatory academic courses and has

attained at least the score required under s. 1009.531(6) (a) en

+ comihg A A s ] B BT R S N i T EANENECY St + Qo T o 2~

CITCT CUOmoTrIITct vo I oo ol Juolircrcaocve paolr oo O CTITC o CIToTrao c T

Nt 2 +19 Taaot +1h S~ 1ot o N oo oo Nt Mot +1h raoaocant o
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(b)
1002.41 during grades 11 and 12,

Has attended a home educati
has
Baccalaureate curriculum but failed
Baccalaureate Diploma, or has comple
International Certificate of Educati
earn the Advanced International Cert
Diploma, and has attained at least t

1009.531(6) (a)

RSN B
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on program according to s.
completed the International
to earn the International
ted the Advanced
on curriculum but failed to
ificate of Education
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(c) Has been awarded an Interna
from the International Baccalaureate
International Certificate of Educati

University of Cambridge Internationa
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tional Baccalaureate Diploma
Office or an Advanced

on Diploma from the

1 Examinations Office;
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IZomon

(d)

rograms—ef the National Merit Schol

Has been recognized by £ke

cholar or finalist; e=®

(e)
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4 4 PR S Sy A % S\ i R ) I TT T

arship Corporation as a

Has been granted academic honors by one or more of the

College Board National Recognition P

rograms for students from

underrepresented communities; or reeegrizedbythe Natieonal

(f)

For a high school student who graduated in the 2021-

2022 academic year and thereafter:
1.

Has earned an associate degr

ee with a minimum

postsecondary cumulative grade point

average of 3.5 on a 4.0

scale before graduating from high sc

hool; or

2.

Has earned a College Board Advanced Placement Capstone
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Diploma with scores of 4 or higher on six Advanced Placement

examinations.

The student must complete a program of volunteer service work,
as approved by the district school board, the administrators of
a nonpublic school, or the Department of Education for home
education program students, which must include a minimum of 75
hours of service work for high school students graduating in the
2010-2011 academic year and 100 hours of service work for high
school students graduating in the 2011-2012 academic year and
thereafter. The student must identify a social or civic issue or
a professional area that interests him or her, develop a plan
for his or her personal involvement in addressing the issue or
learning about the area, and, through papers or other
presentations, evaluate and reflect upon his or her experience.
Except for credit earned through service-learning courses
adopted pursuant to s. 1003.497, the student may not receive
remuneration or academic credit for the volunteer service work
performed. Such work may include, but is not limited to, a
business or governmental internship, work for a nonprofit
community service organization, or activities on behalf of a
candidate for public office. The hours of volunteer service must
be documented in writing, and the document must be signed by the
student, the student’s parent or guardian, and a representative
of the organization for which the student performed the
volunteer service work.

(2) A Florida Academic Scholar who is enrolled in a
certificate, diploma, associate, or baccalaureate degree program

at a public or nonpublic postsecondary educational edueation
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Section 13. Subsections (1) and (2) of section 1009.535,
Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1009.535 Florida Medallion Scholars award.—

(1) A student is eligible for a Florida Medallion Scholars
award if he or she meets the general eligibility requirements
for the Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program and:

(a) Has achieved a weighted grade point average of 3.0 as
calculated pursuant to s. 1009.531, or the equivalent, in high
school courses that are designated by the State Board of
Education as college-preparatory academic courses and has

attained at least the score required under s. 1009.531(6) (b) e=n

+h comiha A sz ] A A g g g nart o £ +1h S Al St 1~
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(b) Has completed the International Baccalaureate
curriculum but failed to earn the International Baccalaureate
Diploma or has completed the Advanced International Certificate
of Education curriculum but failed to earn the Advanced
International Certificate of Education Diploma, and has attained

at least the score required under s. 1009.531(6) (b) en—the
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(c) Has attended a home education program according to s.
1002.41 during grades 11 and 12 and has attained at least the

score required under s. 1009.531(6) (b) enr—the—<combined—verbat
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(d) Has been recognized by the merit—eor achievement program
of—+he National Merit Scholarship Corporation as a scholar or
finalist but has not completed the program of volunteer service
work required under s. 1009.534; e=x

(e) Has been granted academic honors by one or more of the

College Board National Recognition Programs for students from

underrepresented communities ¥reecogrized by the National Hispanie
Recognitieon Preogramas—a sehotar+ but has not completed the

program of volunteer service work required under s. 1009.534; or

(f) For a high school student who graduates in the 2021-

2022 academic year and thereafter:

1. Has earned an associate degree with a minimum cumulative

postsecondary grade point average of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale before

graduating from high school; or

2. Has earned an Advanced Placement Capstone Diploma with

scores of 3 or higher on six Advanced Placement Examinations.

A high school student graduating in the 2011-2012 academic year
and thereafter must complete at least 75 hours of volunteer
service work approved by the district school board, the
administrators of a nonpublic school, or the Department of
Education for home education program students. The student must
identify a social or civic issue or a professional area that
interests him or her, develop a plan for his or her personal
involvement in addressing the issue or learning about the area,

and, through papers or other presentations, evaluate and reflect
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upon his or her experience. Except for credit earned through
service-learning courses adopted pursuant to s. 1003.497, the
student may not receive remuneration or academic credit for
volunteer service work performed. Such work may include, but is
not limited to, a business or governmental internship, work for
a nonprofit community service organization, or activities on
behalf of a candidate for public office. The hours of volunteer
service must be documented in writing, and the document must be
signed by the student, the student’s parent or guardian, and a
representative of the organization for which the student
performed the volunteer service work.

(2) A Florida Medallion Scholar who i1s enrolled in a
certificate, diploma, associate, or baccalaureate degree program

at a public or nonpublic postsecondary educational edueation

institution is eligibles—beginning—in—+thefall 2018 semestery

for an award equal to the amount specified in the General

Appropriations Act necessaoryte—povy+o—pereentof tuoition—and
2

payment of educational expens Beginning in the fall 2021
semester, a Florida Medallion Scholar who is enrolled in an
associate degree program at a Florida College System institution

is eligible for an award equal to the amount specified in the

General Appropriations Act nmecessary—to—pay+o0—percent—of
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—ane—+1+)> to assist with the payment of educational
expenses.

Section 14. Section 1009.71, Florida Statutes, is created
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726 to read:
7277 1009.71 Florida Bright Opportunities Grant Program.—
728 (1) ESTABLISHMENT; PURPOSE.—The Florida Bright

729| Opportunities Grant Program is established and shall be

730| administered by the participating institutions in accordance

731| with rules of the State Board of Education. The program shall

732| provide an award equal to the amount necessary to cover tuition

733 and registration fees, after applying all other federal and

734 state financial aid, for eligible students at a Florida College

735 System institution, a career center operated by a district

736 school board under s. 1001.44, or a charter technical career
737 center under s. 1002.34.
738 (2) ELIGIBILITY.—In order to be eligible for the program, a

739 student must have a tuition and registration fee balance not

740 covered by all federal financial and state financial aid, and:

741 (a) Be enrolled as a student seeking a degree or career

742 certificate in an associate degree, technical certificate,

743| applied technology diploma, or clock hour certificate program at

744 a Florida College System institution, or a clock hour career

745 certificate or diploma program at a district career center or

746 charter technical career center. The students must be enrolled

747 for at least 6 semester hours or the equivalent per term at a

748 Florida College System institution, district career center, or

749 charter technical career center;
750 (b) Meet the requirements under s. 1009.40(1) (a)2. and 3.
751 and (c); and

752 (c) Qualify and remain eligible each academic year for the
753 Pell Grant.
754
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755| An institution may not impose additional criteria to determine a

756 student’s eligibility to receive a grant under this section.

757 (3) GRANT AWARD.—The program shall:

758 (a) Cover remaining tuition and registration fees, with a

759| stipend for books as specified in the General Appropriations

760 Act, for eligible students after all other federal and state

761 financial aid is applied to tuition and fees.

762 (b) Be allocated, subject to the availability of funding,

763| on a first-come, first-served basis. The award may not exceed

764| the cost of tuition and fees at that institution, plus a stipend

765 for books as determined in the General Appropriations Act.

766| Returning students shall receive priority over new students.

767 (4) AWARD DURATION.—A student is eligible to receive an

768 award for the number of semesters or quarters specified in s.
769 1009.40(3).
770 (5) DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS.—

771 (a) The funds appropriated for the program must be

772| distributed to eligible institutions in accordance with a

773 formula approved by the State Board of Education. The formula

774 must take into account at least the prior year’s distribution of

775 funds and the number of eligible applicants who did not receive

776 awards.

777 (b) Subject to appropriation by the Legislature, payment of

778 grants must be transmitted to the institution in advance of the

779 registration period. Institutions shall notify students of the

780 amount of their awards.

781 (c) The eligibility status of each student to receive a

782 disbursement must be determined by each institution as of the

783 end of its regular registration period, inclusive of a drop-add
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period. Institutions may not be required to reevaluate a

student’s eligibility status after this date for purposes of

changing eligibility determinations previously made.

(d) Each participating institution shall report to the

department by the established date the number of students

eligible for the program for each academic term. Each

institution also shall report to the department any necessary

demographic and eligibility data for such students.

(e) Institutions shall certify to the department within 30

days after the end of regular registration each term the amount

of funds disbursed to each student. Institutions shall remit to

the department any undisbursed advances for the fall, spring,

and summer terms within 30 days after the end of the summer

term.

(6) RULES.—The State Board of Education shall adopt rules

to implement this section.

Section 15. Section 1009.711, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

1009.711 Florida Endeavor Scholarship Program.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT; PURPOSE.—The Florida Endeavor

Scholarship Program is established and shall be administered by

participating institutions in accordance with rules of the State

Board of Education. The program shall provide an award equal to

the amount necessary to cover tuition, registration, and testing

fees, including high school equivalency diploma test fees, for

eligible students at a Florida College System institution, a

career center operated by a district school board under s.

1001.44, or a charter technical career center under s. 1002.34.

(2) ELIGIBILITY.—In order to be eligible for the program, a
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813 student may not have earned a high school credential before

814 enrolling at the institution, and must:

815 (a) Be enrolled in a career certificate or noncollege-

816| credit applied technology diploma program or in a General

817| Education Program at a Florida College System institution, a

818 district career center, or a charter technical career center;

819 (b) Meet the requirements under s. 1009.40(1) (a)2. and 3.
820 and (c);
821 (c) Demonstrate readiness for enrollment in a postsecondary

822 clock hour program. The student shall:

823 1. Meet the basic skills assessment requirement for the

824 certificate or diploma program;

825 2. Demonstrate grade 9 level or above literacy and numeracy

826 skills on an assessment approved by the State Board of Education

827 for basic skills; or

828 3. Enroll for at least one term in a school district or

829| Florida College System institution Integrated Education and

830 Training program.

831 (d) To maintain eligibility after the initial term of

832 enrollment, a student must demonstrate progress toward the

833| completion of a clock hour certificate or diploma program

834 through attendance and successful completion of program

835 standards. A student who does not maintain attendance and

836| progress toward completion of courses in the program is not

837 eligible for a renewal award.
838

839| An institution may not impose additional criteria to determine a

840 student’s initial eligibility to receive a grant under this

841 section.

Page 29 of 32
CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Florida Senate - 2021 CS for SB 86

581-02942-21 202186cl
842 (3) SCHOLARSHIP AWARD.—A student is eligible to receive an

843 award equal to the amount to cover tuition and registration fees

844 for a career certificate or applied technology diploma program

845 for the number of semesters or quarters specified in s.

846 1009.40(3). The award may not exceed the cost of tuition and

847 registration fees at that institution. The institution shall

848 award scholarships subject to the availability of funding, on a

849 first-come, first-served basis. Returning students must be given

850| priority over new students.

851 (4) DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS.—

852 (a) The funds appropriated for the program must be

853| distributed to eligible institutions in accordance with a

854 formula approved by the State Board of Education. The formula

855| must take into account at least the prior year’s distribution of

856 funds and the number of eligible applicants who did not receive

857 awards.

858 (b) Subject to the appropriation of funds by the

859| Legislature, the department shall transmit payment of grants to

860 the institution in advance of the registration period.

861 Institutions shall notify students of the amount of their

862 awards.

863 (c) The eligibility status of each student to receive a

864 disbursement must be determined by each institution as of the

865 end of its regular registration period, inclusive of a drop-add

866| period. Institutions may not be required to reevaluate a

867 student’s eligibility status after this date for purposes of

868 changing eligibility determinations previously made.

869 (d) Each participating institution shall report to the

870 department by the established date the number of students
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eligible for the program for each academic term. Each

institution also shall report to the department any necessary

demographic and eligibility data for such students.

(e) Institutions shall certify to the department within 30

days after the end of regular registration each term the amount

of funds disbursed to each student. Institutions shall remit to

the department any undisbursed advances for the fall, spring,

and summer terms within 30 days after the end of the summer

term.

(5) RULES.—The State Board of Education shall adopt rules

to implement this section.

Section 16. Paragraph (b) of subsection (4) and subsection
(5) of section 1009.893, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1009.893 Benacquisto Scholarship Program.—

(4) In order to be eligible for an initial award under the
scholarship program, a student must meet the requirements of
paragraph (a) or paragraph (b).

(b) A student who initially enrolls in a baccalaureate

degree program in the 2018-2019 through 2021-2022 academic years

vear—or—tater and who is not a resident of this state, as
determined in s. 1009.40 and rules of the State Board of
Education, must:

1. Physically reside in this state on or near the campus of
the postsecondary educational institution in which the student
is enrolled;

2. Earn a high school diploma from a school outside Florida
which is comparable to a standard Florida high school diploma or
its equivalent pursuant to s. 1002.3105, s. 1003.4281, s.
1003.4282, or s. 1003.435 or must complete a home education
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program in another state; and

3. Be accepted by and enrolled full-time in a baccalaureate
degree program at an eligible regionally accredited Florida
public or independent postsecondary educational institution
during the fall academic term following high school graduation.

(5) (a)1l. An eligible student who meets the requirements of
paragraph (4) (a), who is a National Merit Scholar, and who
attends a Florida public postsecondary educational institution

shall receive a scholarship award as specified in the General
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2. An eligible student who meets the requirements of
paragraph (4) (b), who is a National Merit Scholar, and who
attends a Florida public postsecondary educational institution

shall receive a scholarship award as specified in the General
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Sehetarship. Such student is exempt from the payment of out-of-

(b) An eligible student who is a National Merit Scholar and
who attends a Florida independent postsecondary educational

institution shall receive a scholarship award as specified in

the General Appropriations Act eguat—teo—fthehighest—coest—of
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Section 17. This act shall take effect July 1, 2021.
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