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A bill to be entitled
An act relating to dementia-related staff training;
providing a short title; creating s. 430.5025, F.S.;
defining terms; requiring the Department of Elderly
Affairs or its designee to develop or approve certain
dementia-related education and training; requiring
such education and training to be offered in a variety
of formats; authorizing the department or its designee
to approve existing training courses and curricula if
they meet certain requirements; requiring the
department or its designee to offer certain education
to the public; providing requirements for such
education; requiring the department or its designee to
develop or approve certain dementia-related training
for covered provider employees; providing requirements
for the training; requiring the department or its
designee to make such training available at no cost
and accessible in online formats; requiring the
department or its designee to provide for certificates
of completion for such training; providing
requirements for such certificates; requiring covered
providers to provide specified information and
dementia-related training to new employees within a
specified timeframe; requiring covered providers to
maintain copies of employees’ certificates of
completion; providing that employees who complete such
training do not need to repeat the training upon
change of employment to another covered provider;

requiring certain employees to receive additional
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dementia-related training under certain circumstances
within a specified timeframe; providing requirements
for the training; authorizing certain employees hired
before a specified date to count completed training
toward such training requirements; extending the
timeframe in which certain employees must complete
such training; requiring certain employees to complete
continuing education in specified topics each year;
providing that the dementia-related training counts
toward a certified nursing assistant’s annual training
requirements; authorizing certain health care
practitioners to count certain continuing education
and training hours toward the dementia-related
training requirements under certain circumstances;
requiring the department to approve such continuing
education hours to satisfy the dementia-related
training requirements; authorizing the department to
adopt rules; creating s. 400.511, F.S.; requiring
individuals employed, contracted, or referred by a
nurse registry and individuals registered as companion
or homemaker services providers to complete specified
dementia-related training; amending ss. 400.1755,
400.4785, 429.178, 429.52, 429.75, 429.83, 429.917,
and 429.918, F.S.; revising dementia-related staff
training requirements for nursing homes, home health
agencies, facilities that provide special care for
persons with Alzheimer’s disease or related dementia,
assisted living facilities, adult family-care homes,

adult day care centers, and specialized Alzheimer’s
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services adult day care centers, respectively, to
conform to changes made by the act; providing an

effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. This act may be cited as the “Florida

Alzheimer’s Disease and Dementia Training and Education Act.”

Section 2. Section 430.5025, Florida Statutes, 1s created

to read:

430.5025 Florida Alzheimer’s Disease and Dementia Training

and Education Act.—

(1) As used in this section, the term:

(a) “Covered provider” means a nursing home facility, home

health agency, nurse registry, or companion or homemaker service

provider licensed or registered under chapter 400 or an assisted

living facility, adult family-care home, or adult day care

center licensed under chapter 429.

(b) “Department” means the Department of Elderly Affairs.

(c) “Direct care worker” means an individual who, as part

of his or her employment duties, provides or has access to

provide direct contact assistance with personal care or

activities of daily living to clients, patients, or residents of

any facility licensed under part II, part III, or part IV of

chapter 400 or chapter 429.

(d) “Employee” means any staff member, contracted staff, or

independent contractor hired or referred by a covered provider

who is required to undergo a level 2 background screening as

required by s. 408.809(1) (e). The term includes, but is not
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limited to, direct care workers; staff responsible for

housekeeping, the front desk, and other administrative

functions; and companions or homemakers.

(2) The department or its designee shall develop or approve

education and training required under this section, which must

be in a variety of formats, including, but not limited to,

Internet-based training, videos, teleconferencing, and classroom

instruction. The department or its designee may approve any

existing training course or curriculum that is being used by a

covered provider if it meets the requirements of this section.

(3) The department or its designee shall offer education to

the general public about Alzheimer’s disease and related forms

of dementia. Such education must provide basic information about

the most common forms of dementia, how to identify the signs and

symptoms of dementia, skills for coping with and responding to

changes as a result of the onset of dementia symptoms, planning

for the future, and how to access additional resources about

dementia.

(4) The department or its designee shall develop or approve

1 hour of dementia-related training for covered provider

employees. The training must include basic information about the

most common forms of dementia and instruction on methods for

identifying warning signs and symptoms of dementia and skills

for communicating and interacting with individuals who have

Alzheimer’s disease or related dementia. The department shall

provide the 1-hour training to covered providers and their

employees at no cost and shall make the training accessible

online through Internet-based formats, videos, and

teleconferencing. The department or its designee shall provide
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117 for certificates of completion for the training which identify

118 the name of the training and training provider, the name of the

119| employee, and the date of completion.
120 (5) A covered provider shall do all of the following:

121 (a) Provide each employee, upon beginning employment, with

122| Dbasic written information about interacting with patients who

123 have Alzheimer’s disease or related dementia.

124 (b) Provide each employee with 1 hour of dementia-related

125 training, as developed or approved by the department or its

126| designee under subsection (4).

127 1. A covered provider must require an employee to complete

128 the training within 30 days after employment begins.

129 2. A covered provider must maintain in its records a copy

130 of the employee’s certificate of completion of the training.

131 3. An employee who has completed the training under this

132 paragraph is not required to repeat the course upon changing

133 employment to a different covered provider.

134 (6) (a) In addition to the training requirements of

135 subsection (5), covered providers shall require all employees

136| who are direct care workers to receive additional training if

137 they are required to have direct contact with clients, patients,

138 or residents with Alzheimer’s disease or related dementia, as

139 follows:

140 1. Covered providers licensed under part III of chapter 400

141| must require their direct care workers to complete 2 additional

142 hours of training developed or approved by the department or its

143 designee.

144 2. Covered providers licensed under part II of chapter 400

145| or chapter 429 must require their direct care workers to
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complete 3 additional hours of training developed or approved by

the department or its designee.

(b) The training must be completed within the first 4

months after employment begins and must include, but need not be

limited to, information related to management of problem

behaviors and promotion of independence in activities of daily

living and instruction on skills for working with family members

and caregivers of patients.

(c) A direct care worker hired before July 1, 2022, who has

completed dementia-related training may count those hours toward

satisfying the training requirement under this subsection. A

direct care worker hired before July 1, 2022, who has not yet

completed dementia-related training must complete the training

required under this subsection by July 1, 2023.

(7) (a) If a covered provider advertises that it provides

special care for individuals with Alzheimer’s disease or related

dementia which includes direct care to such individuals, the

covered provider must require its direct care workers to

complete an additional 4 hours of training developed or approved

by the department. This training is in addition to the training

requirements of subsections (5) and (6) and must be completed

within 6 months after employment begins.

(b) In addition to the training required under paragraph

(a), a direct care worker must complete a minimum of 4 contact

hours of continuing education each calendar year. Such

continuing education must cover at least one of the topics

included in the dementia-related training developed or approved

by the department in which the direct care worker has not

received previous training.
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175 (8) Completion of the 4 hours of training developed by or

176 approved by the department under subsections (5) and (6) counts

177 toward a certified nursing assistant’s annual training

178 requirements.

179 (9) If a health care practitioner as defined in s. 456.001

180 completes continuing education hours as required by that

181 practitioner’s licensing board, he or she may count those

182 continuing education hours toward satisfaction of the training

183| requirements of subsections (6) and (7) if the course curriculum

184 covers the same topics as the training developed or approved by

185| the department or its designee under those subsections. The

186| department must approve such continuing education hours for

187| purposes of satisfying the training requirements of subsection

188 (6) and paragraph (7) (a) and the continuing education

189 requirements of paragraph (7) (b).

190 (10) The department may adopt rules to implement this

191 section.

192 Section 3. Section 400.511, Florida Statutes, is created to
193 read:

194 400.511 Patients with Alzheimer’s disease or related

195 dementia; staff training requirements.—FEach individual employed,

196| contracted, or referred by a nurse registry and any individual

197 registered with the agency to provide companion services or

198 homemaker services must complete the approved training as

199| required in s. 430.5025.

200 Section 4. Section 400.1755, Florida Statutes, is amended
201 to read:

202 400.1755 Care for persons with Alzheimer’s disease or

203 related dementia diserders; staff training requirements.—
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262 disclosures.—

263 (1) A home health agency must provide £he—feolleowing—statst

264 to each of its employees approved training as required in s.

265| 430.5025=

266 a—YJpern—beginningemployment—wit
267
268
269
270
271
272
273
274
275
276
277
278
279
280
281
282
283
284
285
286
287
288
289
290

1 1 oo oty =
CIT  Cclirc agcTIitTyy o CIT

Page 10 of 19
CODING: Words striekern are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Florida Senate - 2022 SB 1572

12-00829C-22 20221572
291 : :
292
293
294
295
296
297
298
299
300
301
302
303
304
305
306
307 (2)4Rr A licensed home health agency whose unduplicated

308 census during the most recent calendar year was composed

309 eemprised of at least 90 percent of individuals aged 21 years or
310 younger at the date of admission is exempt from the training

311 requirements in this section.

312 (3)42> An agency licensed under this part which claims that
313 it provides special care for persons who have Alzheimer’s

314 disease or other related dementia diserders must disclose in its
315 advertisements or in a separate document those services that

316| distinguish the care as being especially applicable to, or

317 suitable for, such persons. The agency must give a copy of all

318 such advertisements or a copy of the document to each person who

319 requests information about the agency and must maintain a copy
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of all such advertisements and documents in its records. The

Agency for Health Care Administration shall examine all such

advertisements and documents in the agency’s records as part of
the license renewal procedure.
Subsections (2) of section 429.178,

Section 6. through (6)

Florida Statutes, are amended to read:
429.178 Special care
or other related dementia diserders.—

(2)42>r An individual who is employed by a facility that

for persons with Alzheimer’s disease

provides special care for residents who have Alzheimer’s disease

or other related dementia diserders, and who has regular contact

£+ P 3
T T

e
J o

|_J
@
He

with such residents, must complete wp—te—4—houvrs—of—+

dementia-specific approved training as required in s.
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378| previously completed core training must attend a preservice
379 orientation provided by the facility before interacting with
380 residents. The preservice orientation must be at least 2 hours
381 in duration and cover topics that help the employee provide
382 responsible care and respond to the needs of facility residents.
383| Upon completion, the employee and the administrator of the
384 facility must sign a statement that the employee completed the
385 required preservice orientation. The facility must keep the

386 signed statement in the employee’s personnel record. As a

387 condition of licensure, an assisted living facility licensed

388 under this part must provide to each of its employees approved

389 training as required in s. 430.5025.

390 Section 8. Present subsections (3), (4), and (5) of section
391 429.75, Florida Statutes, are redesignated as subsections (4),
392 (5), and (6), respectively, and a new subsection (3) 1is added to
393 that section, to read:

394 429.75 Training and education programs.—

395 (3) As a condition of licensure, an adult family-care home

396 licensed under this part must provide to each of its employees

397 approved training as required in s. 430.5025.

398 Section 9. Section 429.83, Florida Statutes, is amended to
399 read:
400 429.83 Residents with Alzheimer’s disease or other related

401 dementia d€iserders; training; certain disclosures.—

402 (1) As a condition of licensure, an adult family-care home

403 licensed under this part must provide to each of its employees

404 approved training as required in s. 430.5025.

405 (2) An adult family-care home licensed under this part

406| which claims that it provides special care for persons who have
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407| Alzheimer’s disease or other related dementia diserders must
408 Disclose in its advertisements or in a separate document those
409 services that distinguish the care as being especially
410 applicable to, or suitable for, such persons. The home must give
411 a copy of all such advertisements or a copy of the document to
412 each person who requests information about programs and services
413 for persons with Alzheimer’s disease or other related dementia
414| aiserders offered by the home and must maintain a copy of all
415 such advertisements and documents in its records. The agency
416 shall examine all such advertisements and documents in the
417 home’s records as part of the license renewal procedure.
418 Section 10. Subsection (1) of section 429.917, Florida
419 Statutes, is amended to read:
420 429.917 Patients with Alzheimer’s disease or other related
421 dementia diserders; staff training requirements; certain
422 disclosures.—

423 (1) An adult day care center licensed under this part must

424| provide to each of its employees approved the—fellewing—statsf

425 training as required in s. 430.5025=

426 +a—Hpenbeginning—employment—with the faeility,——each
427| employeemust—reeceive basiewritten information—about

428 Frtesseting—withpartieipants—whe—have Al shedmerl s—disease —or
429 dementia—retateddisorders.

430
431
432
433| direct—econtact—with porticipants—who—have Alzheimerls—disease—or
434| dementia—related—disorders—must—ecompleteinitial—trainingof—at
435| Zeast—Theour—withinthe first 3 months after beginning
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Section 11. Subsection (6) of section 429.918, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

429.918 Licensure designation as a specialized Alzheimer’s
services adult day care center.—

(6) (a) An adult day care center having a license designated

under this section must previde—thefeolleowing stafftraining—and
sypervisien:

1. Have a registered nurse or licensed practical nurse must
be on site daily for at least 75 percent of the time that the
center is open to ADRD participants. Each licensed practical
nurse who works at the center must be supervised in accordance
with chapter 464.

2. As a condition of licensure, provide approved training
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523 wandered from the center. These procedures must shalt be

524 reviewed regularly with all direct care staff.

525 2. Information on the Silver Alert program in this state.
526 3. Information regarding available products or programs
527 used to identify ADRD participants or prevent them from

528 wandering away from the center, their home, or other locations.

529 Section 12. This act shall take effect July 1, 2022.
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