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(5) Bridge-the-gap alimony may be awarded to assist a party
by providing support to allow the party to make a transition
from being married to being single. Bridge-the-gap alimony is
designed to assist a party with legitimate identifiable short-

term needs, and the length of an award of bridge-the-gap alimony

may not exceed 2 years. An award of bridge-the-gap alimony
terminates upon the death of either party or upon the remarriage
of the party receiving alimony. An award of bridge-the-gap
alimony is shad+ not be modifiable in amount or duration.

(6) (a) Rehabilitative alimony may be awarded to assist a
party in establishing the capacity for self-support through
either:

1. The redevelopment of previous skills or credentials; or

2. The acquisition of education, training, or work
experience necessary to develop appropriate employment skills or
credentials.

(b) In order to award rehabilitative alimony, there must be
a specific and defined rehabilitative plan which shall be
included as a part of any order awarding rehabilitative alimony.

(c) The length of an award of rehabilitative alimony may

not exceed 5 years.

(d) An award of rehabilitative alimony may be modified or
terminated in accordance with s. 61.14 based upon a substantial
change in circumstances, upon noncompliance with the
rehabilitative plan, or upon completion of the rehabilitative

plan if the plan is completed before the length of the award of

rehabilitative alimony expires.
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7) (a) Durational alimony may be awarded when—permanent
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durational alimony terminates upon the death of either party or
upon the remarriage of the party receiving alimony. The amount
of an award of durational alimony may be modified or terminated
based upon a substantial change in circumstances in accordance

with s. 61.14. Durational alimony may not be awarded following a

marriage lasting fewer than 3 years. Hewewvery The length of an
award of durational alimony may not be—medifiedexecept—under
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length of a #he marriage lasting between 3 and 10 years, 60

percent of the length of a marriage lasting between 10 and 20

years, or 75 percent of the length of a marriage lasting 20

years or longer. However, i1if the party seeking alimony is either

permanently mentally or physically disabled and unable to

provide for his or her own support, either partially or fully,

or is the full-time in-home caregiver to a fully and permanently

mentally or physically disabled child who is common to the

parties, the court may extend durational alimony beyond the

thresholds established in this subsection based on the duration

of the marriage until the death of the child or until the court

determines that there is no longer a need for durational

alimony. For purposes of this subsection, the length of a

marriage is the period of time beginning on the date of marriage

and ending on the date an action for dissolution of marriage is
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filed. When awarding durational alimony, the court must make

written findings that an award of another type of alimony, or a

combination of the other forms of alimony, is insufficient.

(b) The amount of durational alimony is the amount

determined to be the obligee’s reasonable need or an amount not

to exceed 35 percent of the difference between the parties’ net

incomes, whichever amount is less.

(c) In determining the length of an award of durational

alimony, the court shall reduce the length of an award of

durational alimony for the length of time during which the

obligor made temporary support payments to the obligee, either

voluntarily or pursuant to a court order, after the date of

filing of a petition for dissolution of marriage.

(d) In determining the extent to which alimony should be

granted because a supportive relationship exists or has existed

between the party seeking alimony and another person who is not

related by consanguinity or affinity at any time since 180 days

before the filing of the petition of dissolution of marriage,

the court shall consider all relevant factors presented

concerning the nature and extent of the supportive relationship

in question. The burden is on the obligor to prove by a

preponderance of the evidence that a supportive relationship

exists. If a supportive relationship is proven to exist, the

burden shifts to the obligee to disprove by a preponderance of

the evidence that the court should deny or reduce the initial

award of alimony. The court must make written findings of fact

concerning the circumstances of the supportive relationship,

including, but not limited to, the factors set forth in s.
61.14 (1) (b) 2.
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(e) In the event that the obligor reaches full retirement

age as determined by the Social Security Administration before

the end of the durational period indicated by paragraph (a), and

has reached at least 65 years of age, the durational alimony

shall end on such retirement date if all of the following

conditions are met:

1. The obligor files a notice of retirement and intent to

terminate alimony with the court and personally serves the

alimony recipient and his or her last known attorney of record,

if such attorney is still practicing in the same county, at

least 1 year before the date that the obligor’s retirement is

intended to become effective.

2. The obligee has not contested the notice of retirement

and intent to terminate alimony according to the factors

specified in s. 61.14(12) (b) or the court has determined that

such factors do not apply. If the court makes any of the

findings specified in s. 61.14(12) (b), the court must consider

and make written findings regarding the factors listed in s.

61.14(12) (c) to determine whether to extend the length of the

alimony award as set forth in s. 61.08(7) (a).

However, 1f the obligor continues to work beyond his or her

retirement age as provided under this paragraph and earns active

gross income of more than 50 percent of the obligor’s average

preretirement annual active gross income for the 3 years

preceding his or her retirement age, the court may extend

alimony until the durational limitations established in this

subsection have been satisfied or the obligor retires and

reduces his or her active gross income below the 50 percent
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128 threshold established in this paragraph.

129 (8) (a) A party against whom alimony is sought who has

130 |attained his or her full retirement age as determined by the

131 |Social Security Administration before the adjudication of the

132 |petition for dissolution of marriage may not be ordered to pay

133 |bridge-the-gap, rehabilitative, or durational alimony, unless

134 the court determines that:

135 1. As a result of the dissolution of marriage, the party

136 |seeking alimony would have an income of less than 130 percent of

137 the federal poverty guidelines for a one-person household, as

138 |published by the United States Department of Health and Human

139 Services, based on the income and investable assets available

140 after the dissolution is final, including any retirement assets

141 from which the obligee can access income without incurring early

142 withdrawal penalties;

143 2. The party seeking alimony would be left with the

144 inability to meet his or her basic needs and necessities of

145 life, including, but not limited to, housing, utilities, food,

146 and transportation; or

147 3. The party seeking alimony is the full-time in-home

148 caregiver to a fully and permanently mentally or physically

149 |disabled child who is common to the parties, or the party is

150 |permanently and mentally or physically disabled and unable to

151 provide for his or her own support, either partially or fully.

152 (b) However, if the obligor continues to work beyond his or

153 |her retirement age as provided under this subsection and earns

154 active gross income of more than 50 percent of the obligor’s

155 |average preretirement annual active gross income for the 3 years

156 |preceding his or her retirement age, the court may award
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durational alimony until the durational limitations established

in subsection (7) have been satisfied or the obligor retires and

reduces his or her active gross income below the 50 percent

threshold established in this paragraph.

(9) Notwithstanding any other law, alimony may not be

awarded to a party who has a monthly net income that is equal to

or more than the other party’s monthly net income.

(10) Social security retirement benefits may not be imputed

to the obligor as demonstrated by a social security retirement

benefits entitlement letter unless those benefits are actually

being paid.

(11) If the obligee alleges that a physical disability has

impaired his or her capability to earn income, the obligee must

have qualified for benefits under the Social Security

Administration Disability Insurance Program or, in the event the

obligee is not eligible for the program, must demonstrate that

his or her disability meets the disability qualification

standards of the Social Security Administration Disability

Insurance Program.
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depository as provided in s. 61.181.

(c) If there is no minor child, alimony payments need not
be directed through the depository.

(d)1l. If there is a minor child of the parties and both
parties so request, the court may order that alimony payments
need not be directed through the depository. In this case, the
order of support must shadtd provide, or be deemed to provide,
that either party may subsequently apply to the depository to
require that payments be made through the depository. The court
shall provide a copy of the order to the depository.

2. 1If thepreoevisiens—ef subparagraph 1. applies appty,
either party may subsequently file with the depository an
affidavit alleging default or arrearages in payment and stating
that the party wishes to initiate participation in the
depository program. The party shall provide copies of the
affidavit to the court and the other party or parties. Fifteen
days after receipt of the affidavit, the depository shall notify
all parties that future payments shall be directed to the
depository.

3. In IV-D cases, the IV-D agency has shald+—have the same
rights as the obligee in requesting that payments be made
through the depository.

(13) The court shall apply this section to all petitions

================= T I TLE A MEDNDDMENT ========s=s=======
And the title is amended as follows:

Delete line 22
and insert:

repealing certain rebuttable presumptions related to
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