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1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to child care and early learning
3 providers; amending s. 402.305, F.S.; revising
4 licensing standards for licensed child care facilities
5 and minimum standards and training requirements for
6 child care personnel; requiring the Department of
7 Children and Families to conduct specified screening
8 of child care personnel and issue provisional approval
9 of such personnel under certain conditions; revising
10 requirements for a certain introductory course in
11 child care; deleting a requirement that the department
12 evaluate certain training reguirements and testing
13 procedures; providing a limitation on the child care
14 personnel subject to periodic health examinations;
15 deleting requirements for minimum standards for
16 parental outreach and education regarding specified
17 issues, a specified plan that includes a program to
18 assist children in preventing and avoiding physical
19 and mental abuse, and specialized child care
20 facilities for the care of mildly ill children;
21 requiring the department to submit a report to
22 specified parties on a periodic schedule beginning on
23 a specified date; providing requirements for such
24 report; requiring the department to adopt rules and
25 revise policies based on such report; authorizing the
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26 department to contract for the production of such
27 report; amending s. 402.3115, F.S.; requiring the
28 department and certain local governmental agencies to
29 develop and implement a plan to eliminate duplicative
30 and unnecessary inspections of certain home providers;
31 revising requirements for an abbreviated inspection
32 plan for certain child care facilities; requiring the
33 department to post certain information on its website
34 by a specified date annually; amending s. 627.70161,
35 F.S.; revising purpose and intent; revising
36 definitions; providing that specified insurance
37 provisions apply to large family child care homes;
38 amending s. 1002.55, F.S.; revising requirements for
39 public school and private prekindergarten providers;
40 providing that certain courses must be completed in a
41 specified timeframe; amending s. 1002.61, F.S.;
42 revising education and training requirements for
43 certain instructors; amending s. 1002.67, F.S.;
44 revising requirements for a specified curriculum;
45 amending s. 1002.68, F.S.; requiring certain providers
46 that do not meet the minimum program assessment
47 composite score for contracting to be subject to
48 certain probation requirements; deleting obsolete
49 language; requiring the Department of Education to
50 consult with a specified entity within existing funds
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51 beginning in a specified program year; revising
52 factors used to adopt a specified methodology;
53 requiring certain providers to notify parents if a
54 certain score is not maintained beginning a specified
55 program year; revising requirements for certain
56 providers that do not maintain certain scores;
57 authorizing certain providers to request additional
58 program assessments; revising factors that prohibit
59 certain providers from being granted a good cause
60 exemption; amending s. 1002.71, F.S.; revising upwards
61 the percentage of funds that may be retained and
62 expended by early learning coalitions for a specified
63 purpose; amending s. 1002.82, F.S.; authorizing the
64 department to commission a specified curriculum;
65 specifying that such commission must use existing
66 funds; providing requirements for such curriculum;
67 revising requirements for the statewide information
68 system; amending s. 1002.83, F.S.; authorizing early
69 learning coalitions to appoint an additional board
70 member to represent local law enforcement; amending s.
71 1002.89, F.S.; authorizing school readiness program
72 funding to be used for specified purposes; amending s.
73 1002.945, F.S.; revising requirements for certain
74 child care providers to obtain and maintain a
75 designation as a Gold Seal Quality Care provider;

Page 3 of 33

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.
hb1021-03-c3



FL ORI DA H O U S E O F R E P RESENTATI V E S

CS/CS/CS/HB 1021 2023
76 amending s. 1008.25, F.S.; requiring, rather than
77 authorizing, certain students to be eligible to
78 receive certain reading interventions before
79 kindergarten without first being referred to the local
80 school district; authorizing such interventions to be
81 provided by specified providers; providing maximum
82 daily and total instruction hours; authorizing such
83 interventions to be paid from specified funds;
84 amending s. 1002.59, F.S.; conforming a cross-
85 reference; providing an effective date.

86
87 Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
88
89 Section 1. Subsection (18) of section 402.305, Florida
90 Statutes, is renumbered as subsection (17), paragraph (a) of
91 subsection (1), paragraphs (a), (e), and (f) of subsection (2),
92 and subsections (9) and (13) and present subsection (17) are
93 amended, and a new subsection (18) is added to that section, to

94 read:

95 402.305 Licensing standards; child care facilities;
96| reports.—
97 (1) LICENSING STANDARDS.-The department shall establish

98 licensing standards that each licensed child care facility must
99| meet regardless of the origin or source of the fees used to

100 operate the facility or the type of children served by the
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101 facility.

102 (a)l. The standards shall be designed to address the
103 fotltowineg aress
104 I———=_he health, senttatieony safety, and sanitary adeguate

105 physical conditions surrewndings for all children served by +=n

106 child care facilities.

107 2. The health and nutrition of all children in child care.
108 3. The child development needs of all children in child
109 care.

110 (2) PERSONNEL.—Minimum standards for child care personnel
111 shall include minimum requirements as to:

112 (a) Good moral character based upon screening as defined
113 in s. 402.302(15). This screening shall be conducted as provided
114 in chapter 435, using the level 2 standards for screening

115| provided set—fexth in that chapter, and include employment

116 history checks, a search of criminal history records, sexual

117 predator and sexual offender registries, and child abuse and

118 neglect registry of any state in which the current or

119| prospective child care personnel resided during the preceding 5

120 years. Once a completed application has been submitted, the

121 department shall complete the screening and provide the results

122 to the child care facility. If the department is unable to

123 complete the screening within 10 business days after receiving

124 the Florida Department of Law Enforcement results, the

125 department shall issue the current or prospective child care
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126| personnel a 45-day-provisional-hire status based on the initial

127 results of the statewide criminal history records check while

128| any other required information is being requested and the

129 department is awaiting results. During the 45-day period, the

130 current or prospective child care personnel must be under the

131 direct supervision of a screened and trained staff member when

132 in contact with children.

133 (e) Minimum training requirements for child care

134 personnel.

135 1. Such minimum standards for training shall ensure that
136 all child care personnel take an approved 40-clock-hour

137 introductory course in child care, which shall be made available

138 online and in person, and which course covers at—3deast the

139 following topic areas:
140 a. State and local rules and regulations which govern

141 child care.

142 b. Health, safety, and nutrition.
143 c. Identifying and reporting child abuse and neglect.
144 d. Child development, including typical and atypical

145 language, cognitive, motor, social, and self-help skills

146 development.

147 e. Observation of developmental behaviors, including using
148 a checklist or other similar observation tools and techniques to
149 determine the child's developmental age level.

150 f. Specialized areas, including computer technology for
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151 professional and classroom use and early literacy and language
152 development of children from birth to 5 years of age, as

153 determined by the department, for owner-operators and child care
154| personnel of a child care facility.

155 g. Developmental disabilities, including autism spectrum
156 disorder and Down syndrome, and early identification, use of

157 available state and local resources, classroom integration, and
158 positive behavioral supports for children with developmental

159 disabilities.

160
161 Within 90 days after employment, child care personnel shall

162 begin training to meet the training requirements. Child care

163| personnel shall successfully complete such training within 1

164 year after the date on which the training began, as evidenced by
165| passage of a competency examination. Successful completion of
166 the 40-clock-hour introductory course shall articulate into

167 community college credit in early childhood education, pursuant
168 to ss. 1007.24 and 1007.25. Exemption from all or a portion of
169 the required training shall be granted to child care personnel
170 based upon educational credentials or passage of competency

171 examinations. Child care personnel possessing a 2-year degree or
172 higher that includes 6 college credit hours in early childhood
173 development or child growth and development, or a child

174 development associate credential or an equivalent state-approved

175 child development associate credential, or a child development
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176 associate waiver certificate shall be automatically exempted
177 from the training requirements in sub-subparagraphs b., d., and

178 e.

179 2 Th antrodii ot Ny SN n_cha11A ~o- aha 11 ot oo +
—TFheintroduectory GrEse—i hitd—eare—shatt—stress—=t
180 +h +oarnt o~ o] NS IR Al o] g oo A~ + ot 11 A<z
£h tenrt—possible—an—in terdiseiptinaryappreoach—t stdy
181 of—~ehitdren
182 2.3+ The introductory course shall cover recognition and

183 prevention of shaken baby syndrome; prevention of sudden infant
184 death syndrome; recognition and care of infants and toddlers

185 with developmental disabilities, including autism spectrum

186| disorder and Down syndrome; and early childhood brain

187 development within the topic areas identified in this paragraph.
188 3.4= On an annual basis in order to further their child
189 care skills and, if appropriate, administrative skills, child
190 care personnel who have fulfilled the requirements for the child
191 care training shall be required to take an additional 1

192 continuing education unit of approved inservice training, or 10
193 clock hours of equivalent training, as determined by the

194 department.

195 4.5+ Child care personnel shall be required to complete
196 0.5 continuing education unit of approved training or 5 clock
197 hours of equivalent training, as determined by the department,
198 in early literacy and language development of children from

199| birth to 5 years of age one time. The year that this training is

200 completed, it shall fulfill the 0.5 continuing education unit or
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5 clock hours of the annual training required in subparagraph 3.
4—

5.6+ Procedures for ensuring the training of qualified
child care professionals to provide training of child care

personnel, including onsite training, shall be included in the

minimum standards. It is recommended that the state community

child care coordination agencies (central agencies) be
contracted by the department to coordinate such training when

possible. Other district educational resources, such as

community colleges and career programs, can be designated in

such areas where central agencies may not exist or are
determined not to have the capability to meet the coordination
requirements set forth by the department.

6.7+ Training requirements do shaedd not apply to certain

occasional or part-time support staff, including, but not

limited to, swimming instructors, piano teachers, dance

instructors, and gymnastics instructors.
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301 (a) The report must include, at a minimum, information

302 concerning:

303 1. Training requirements and coursework offered by the

304 department to child care personnel. The report must include the

305 results of a reliable and valid survey of child care personnel

306 regarding such training and coursework. Such results must be

307 used to make recommendations regarding:

308 a. The availability, quality, relevance, scope, cost

309| effectiveness, and sources of current and prospective training.

310 b. The need for specialty training.
311 c. Approaches to increase inservice training.
312 2. Licensing and requlation of child care facilities. The

313 report shall identify and make recommendations regarding:

314 a. The elimination of unnecessary, vague, or redundant

315 rules.

316 b. Streamlined standards used to classify violations.

317 c. The application of rules in a manner to eliminate

318 subjectivity by licensing staff.

319 d. Methods to simplify inspections.

320 e. The elimination of duplicative and unnecessary

321 inspections.

322 (b) The department shall adopt rules and revise policies

323| based on the recommendations in the report.

324 (c) The department may contract for the production of the

325 report required under this subsection.
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326 Section 2. Section 402.3115, Florida Statutes, is amended
327 to read:

328 402.3115 Elimination of duplicative and unnecessary

329 inspections; abbreviated inspections.-—

330 (1) The Department of Children and Families and local

331 governmental agencies that license child care facilities shall
332 develop and implement a plan to eliminate duplicative and

333 unnecessary inspections of child care facilities, family day

334 care homes, and large family child care homes.

335 (2) (a) Fr—adgditieny The department and the local

336| governmental agencies shall develop and implement an abbreviated
337 inspection plan for child care facilities that:

338 1. Have been licensed for at least 2 consecutive years;

339 2. Have had no Class 1 and no more than two of the same o=

340| Class 2 deficiencies, as defined by rule, for at least 2
341| consecutive years;

342 3. Have received at least two full onsite renewal

343 inspections in the most recent 2 years;

344 4. Do not have any current uncorrected violations; and

345 5. Do not have any open regulatory complaints or active

346 child protective services investigations.

347 (b) The abbreviated inspection must include those elements

348 identified by the department ard—theJtocat—governmentatl—ageneies

349| as being key indicators of whether the child care facility

350 continues to provide quality care and programming and must be
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351 updated every 5 years.

352 (c) By August 1 of each year, the department shall post on

353 its website the number of:

354 1. Abbreviated inspections conducted.
355 2. Providers that qualified for an abbreviated inspection.
3506 3. Providers that, after an abbreviated inspection, no

357 longer qualify for an abbreviated inspection after receiving

358 violations.

359 Section 3. Section 627.70161, Florida Statutes, is amended
360 to read:
361 627.70161 Family day care and large family child care

362 insurance.—
363 (1) PURPOSE AND INTENT.—The Legislature recognizes that

364 family day care homes and large family child care homes fulfill

365 a vital role in providing child care in Florida. It is the
366 intent of the Legislature that residential property insurance
367 coverage should not be canceled, denied, or nonrenewed solely on

368 the basis of the famity day care or child care services at the

369 residence. The Legislature also recognizes that the potential
370 liability of residential property insurers is substantially

371 increased by the rendition of child care services on the

372| premises. The Legislature therefore finds that there is a public
373 need to specify that contractual liabilities that arise in

374 connection with the operation of the family day care home or

375 large family child care home are excluded from residential
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property insurance policies unless they are specifically
included in such coverage.

(2) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section, the term:

(a) "Child care" has the same meaning as in s. 402.302
maoanao  + o v nNroat A~ o n A BN R R Ao T I < i | n £ o ~Kha1-4d for -~
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(b) "Family day care home" has the same meaning as in s.
402.302 means—anr—ocecupiedresidence—Fnwhich echitdeare—is
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(c) "Large family child care home" has the same meaning as
in s. 402.302.

(3) FAMILY DAY CARE AND LARGE FAMILY CHILD CARE;
COVERAGE.—A residential property insurance policy shall not
provide coverage for liability for claims arising out of, or in

connection with, the operation of a family day care home or

large family child care home, and the insurer shall be under no

obligation to defend against lawsuits covering such claims,
unless:

(a) Specifically covered in a policy; or
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401 (b) Covered by a rider or endorsement for business

402 coverage attached to a policy.

403 (4) DENIAL, CANCELLATION, REFUSAL TO RENEW PROHIBITED.-—An
404 insurer may not deny, cancel, or refuse to renew a policy for
405 residential property insurance solely on the basis that the

406| policyholder or applicant operates a family day care home or

407 large family child care home. In addition to other lawful

408 reasons for refusing to insure, an insurer may deny, cancel, or
409 refuse to renew a policy of a family day care home or large

410 family child care home provider if one or more of the following

411 conditions occur:

412 (a) The policyholder or applicant provides care for more
413 children than authorized for family day care homes or large
414 family child care homes under by s. 402.302;

415 (b) The policyholder or applicant fails to maintain a
416 separate commercial liability policy or an endorsement providing

417 liability coverage for the family day care home or large family

418 child care home operations;

419 (c) The policyholder or applicant fails to comply with the

420 family day care home or large family child care home licensure

421 and registration requirements specified in chapter 402 s—=

422 462-313; or

423 (d) Discovery of willful or grossly negligent acts or
424 omissions or any violations of state laws or regulations

425| establishing safety standards for family day care homes or large
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426 family child care homes by the named insured or his or her

427 representative which materially increase any of the risks

428 insured.

429 Section 4. Paragraph (c) of subsection (3) of section

430 1002.55, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

431 1002.55 School-year prekindergarten program delivered by
432| private prekindergarten providers.—

433 (3) To be eligible to deliver the prekindergarten program,
434 a private prekindergarten provider must meet each of the

435 following requirements:

436 (c) The private prekindergarten provider must have, for
437 each prekindergarten class of 11 children or fewer, at least one
438| prekindergarten instructor who meets each of the following

439 requirements:

440 1. The prekindergarten instructor must hold, at a minimum,
441 one of the following credentials:

442 a. A child development associate credential issued by the
443 National Credentialing Program of the Council for Professional
444 Recognition; or

445 b. A credential approved by the Department of Children and
446| Families as being equivalent to or greater than the credential
447 described in sub-subparagraph a.

448
449 The Department of Children and Families may adopt rules under

450 ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 which provide criteria and procedures
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451 for approving equivalent credentials under sub-subparagraph b.

452 2. Within 45 days after being approved by the early

453| learning coalition as the lead instructor in a VPK classroom,

454 the prekindergarten instructor must successfully complete three
455 emergent literacy training courses that include developmentally
456 appropriate and experiential learning practices for children and
457 a student performance standards training course approved by the
458 department as meeting or exceeding the minimum standards adopted
459 under s. 1002.59. The prekindergarten instructor must complete
460 an emergent literacy training course at least once every 5 years
461 after initially completing the three emergent literacy training
462 courses. The courses in this subparagraph must be recognized as
463| part of the informal early learning and career pathway

464 identified by the department under s. 1002.995(1) (b). The

465| requirement for completion of the standards training course

466 shall take effect July 1, 2022. The courses must be made

467 available online or in person.

468 Section 5. Subsection (4) of section 1002.61, Florida

469 Statutes, is amended to read:

470 1002.61 Summer prekindergarten program delivered by public
471 schools and private prekindergarten providers.—

472 (4) Notwithstanding ss. 1002.55(3) (c)1l. and 1002.63(4),
473 each public school and private prekindergarten provider must

474 have, for each prekindergarten class, at least one

475| prekindergarten instructor who is a certified teacher or holds
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476 one of the educational credentials specified in s. 1002.55(4) (a)

477 or (b) or an educational credential specified in s.

478 1002.55(3) (c)1. as long as the instructor has completed the

479| early literacy micro-credential program under s. 1003.485. As

480 used in this subsection, the term "certified teacher" means a
481 teacher holding a valid Florida educator certificate under s.
482 1012.56 who has the qualifications required by the district

483 school board to instruct students in the summer prekindergarten
484| program. In selecting instructional staff for the summer

485 prekindergarten program, each school district shall give

486| priority to teachers who have experience or coursework in early
487 childhood education and have completed emergent literacy and
488 performance standards courses, as provided for in s.

489 1002.55(3) (c)2.

490 Section 6. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of section

491 1002.67, Florida Statutes, i1s amended to read:

492 1002.67 Performance standards and curricula.—
493 (2)
494 (b) Each private prekindergarten provider's and public

495 school's curriculum must be developmentally appropriate and

496| must:

497 1. Be designed to prepare a student for early literacy and
498 provide for instruction in early math skills;

499 2. Enhance the age-appropriate progress of students in

500 attaining the performance standards adopted by the department
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under subsection and

(1)
3. Support student learning gains through differentiated

instruction which must #hat—shatdt be measured by the coordinated

1008.25(8) . A

screening and progress monitoring program under s.

private prekindergarten provider's or public school's curriculum

may not consist of using the coordinated screening and progress

monitoring program or any other progress monitoring program for

direct student instruction.

Section 7. Subsection
(4),

(d) of subsection (6)

(3),

(a) of subsection

paragraphs (a)
(35),
Florida Statutes,

and (c) of

subsection paragraph and paragraph

of section 1002.68, are
amended to read:

1002.68 Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program
accountability.—

(3)4a> For the 2022-2023 2626—-262+ program year, a +he

5

dorartmant oho cal el o+ s P £
O b/(./l._l_k_ll. TT T O TITT L & e =9 L& sy w i Sy (=) 1T = =

'__l
|__|
He

H

eaeh private prekindergarten provider and public school
participating in the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program
that does not meet the minimum program assessment composite
(5) (

a
be subject to the probation regquirements of paragraph (5) (b)

score for contracting in accordance with paragraph ) shall
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551 Innovation Center to adopt a methodology for calculating each

552| private prekindergarten provider's and public school provider's
553| performance metric, which must be based on a combination of the
554 following:

555 1. Program assessment <eemposite scores under subsection
556 (2), which may be calculated differently, based on the

557 methodology adopted by the department, than the program

558 assessment composite score required for contracting in paragraph

559 (5) (a), and which must be weighted at no less than 50 percent.

560 2. Learning gains operationalized as change-in-ability
561 scores from the initial and final progress monitoring results
562 described in subsection (1).

563 3. Norm-referenced developmental learning outcomes

564 described in subsection (1).

565 (c) The program assessment composite score in subsection

566 (5) and performance metric must be calculated for each private
567| prekindergarten or public school site.

568 (5) (a) Beginning with the 2023-2024 program year, if a

569| public school's or private prekindergarten provider's program

570 assessment composite score for its prekindergarten classrooms

ar

571 does not maintain failts

meet the minimum program assessment

572 composite score for contracting adopted in rule by the
573| department, the private prekindergarten provider or public

574 school must notify the parents of each child enrolled in its

575 Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program based on rules
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576 adopted by the department and may not participate in the

577 Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program beginning in the

578 following eenseewtiwe program year based on rules adopted by the

579| department ard—thereafteruntilthe public schootor privat
580 prolkirndar oty a7 AN o o +h ma o Tratar N AraN A o o b ISP for
PE o Crgar eCh—PFroOovVIFaeE ES—C T s ISASASE=m SECOE =oF

582

583 reguatify—forparticipation—in
584| EduveatienPreog¥ram, provided that the public school or private
585 prekindergarten provider is not excluded from participation

586| under ss. 1002.55(6), 1002.61(10) (b), 1002.63(9) (b), or

587 paragraph (5) (b) of this section. If a public school or private
588| prekindergarten provider would like an additional program

589 assessment completed within the same program year in order to

590 maintain eligibility for the following program year, the public

591 school or private prekindergarten provider may request an

592 additional program assessment and shall be responsible for the

593 cost of the additional program assessment.

594 (6)

595 (d) A good cause exemption may not be granted to any
596| private prekindergarten provider or public school that has any

597 class I violations or two or more of the same class II

598 violations, as defined by rule of the Department of Children and
599| Families, within the 2 years preceding the provider's or

600 school's request for the exemption.
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601 Section 8. Subsection (7) of section 1002.71, Florida

602 Statutes, is amended to read:

603 1002.71 Funding; financial and attendance reporting.-—

604 (7) The department shall require that administrative

605 expenditures be kept to the minimum necessary for efficient and
606| effective administration of the Voluntary Prekindergarten

607 Education Program. Administrative policies and procedures shall
608 be revised, to the maximum extent practicable, to incorporate
609 the use of automation and electronic submission of forms,

610 including those required for child eligibility and enrollment,
611| provider and class registration, and monthly certification of
612 attendance for payment. A school district may use its automated
613 daily attendance reporting system for the purpose of

614 transmitting attendance records to the early learning coalition
615| 1in a mutually agreed-upon format. In addition, actions shall be
616 taken to reduce paperwork, eliminate the duplication of reports,
617 and eliminate other duplicative activities. Each early learning
618 coalition may retain and expend no more than 5.0 4=8 percent of
619| the funds paid by the coalition to private prekindergarten

620 providers and public schools under paragraph (5) (b). Funds

621 retained by an early learning coalition under this subsection
622| may be used only for administering the Voluntary Prekindergarten
623| Education Program and may not be used for the school readiness
624 program or other programs.

625 Section 9. Paragraphs (j), (1), and (g) of subsection (2)
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626 of section 1002.82, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

627 1002.82 Department of Education; powers and duties.—
628 (2) The department shall:
629 (j) Monitor the alignment and consistency of the standards

630 and benchmarks developed and adopted by the department that

631 address the age-appropriate progress of children in the

632 development of school readiness skills. The standards for

633 children from birth to kindergarten entry in the school

634 readiness program must be aligned with the performance standards
635 adopted for children in the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education

636 Program and must address the following domains:

637 1. Approaches to learning.

638 2 Cognitive development and general knowledge.

639 3. Numeracy, language, and communication.

640 4 Physical development.

641 5 Executive functioning Self-regutation.

642 (1) Adopt a list of approved curricula that meet the

643 performance standards for the school readiness program and
644 establish a process for the review and approval of a provider's

645 curriculum that meets the performance standards. Within existing

646 funds, the department may also commission a voluntary open-

6477 source school readiness curriculum that meets the performance

648 standards pursuant to paragraph (3j) that must:

649 1. Be available on the Internet at no cost.
650 2. Contain resources that support the use of the
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651 curriculum.

652 3. Contain resources for parent engagement.

653 4. Consist of aligned and effective professional

654 development resources necessary to implement the curriculum with

655 fidelity.
656 (g) Within existing funds, establish a single statewide

657 information system that shall be used to manage all early

658 learning programs, including the implementation of data sharing

659 connections to the child care licensing and child care training

660| platforms within the Child Care Services Program Office of the

ool Department of Children and Families, and that each coalition

662 must use for the purposes of managing the single point of entry,
663 tracking children's progress, coordinating services among

664 stakeholders, determining eligibility of children, tracking

665 child attendance, and streamlining administrative processes for
666| providers and early learning coalitions. By July 1, 2024 2639,
667 the system, subject to ss. 1002.72 and 1002.97, shall:

668 1. Allow a parent to find early learning programs online,

669 including the performance profile under s. 1002.92(3) (a) which

670 must be integrated into the online portal under s. 1001.10(10).

671 2.3= Allow a parent to monitor the development of his or
672 her child as the child moves among programs within the state.
673 3.2= Enable analysis at the state, regional, and local
674 level to measure child growth over time, program impact, and

675 quality improvement and investment decisions.
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676 Section 10. Subsections (5) through (16) of section

677 1002.83, Florida Statutes, are renumbered as subsections (6)

678 through (17), respectively, subsection (3) is amended, and a new
679 subsection (5) is added to that section, to read:

680 1002.83 Early learning coalitions.—

681 (3) The Governor shall appoint the chair and two other

682| members of each early learning coalition, who must each meet the
683 qualifications of a private sector business member under

684 subsection (7)4%6)}. In the absence of a governor-appointed chair,
685 the Commissioner of Education may appoint an interim chair from
686| the current early learning coalition board membership.

687 (5) The coalition may also choose to appoint an additional

688 public sector board member to include a representative of local

689 law enforcement.

690 Section 11. Paragraph (b) of subsection (4) of section
691 1002.89, Florida Statutes, i1s amended to read:

692 1002.89 School readiness program; funding.-—

693 (4) COST REQUIREMENTS.-—Costs shall be kept to the minimum
694 necessary for the efficient and effective administration of the
695 school readiness program with the highest priority of

696 expenditure being direct services for eligible children.

697 However, no more than 5 percent of the funds allocated in

698 paragraph (1) (a) may be used for administrative costs and no
699 more than 22 percent of the funds allocated in paragraph (1) (a)

700 may be used in any fiscal year for any combination of
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701 administrative costs, quality activities, and nondirect services
702 as follows:

703 (b) Activities to improve the quality of child care as

704 described in 45 C.F.R. s. 98.53, which shall be limited to the
705 following:

706 1. Developing, establishing, expanding, operating, and

707 coordinating resource and referral programs specifically related
708 to the provision of comprehensive consumer education to parents
709 and the public to promote informed child care choices specified
710 in 45 C.F.R. s. 98.33.

711 2. Awarding grants and providing financial support to

712 school readiness program providers and their staff to assist

713| them in meeting applicable state requirements for the program
714 assessment required under s. 1002.82(2) (n), child care

715 performance standards, implementing developmentally appropriate

716 curricula and related classroom resources that support parent

717 engagement ewvrrievtas, providing literacy supports, and providing

718 continued professional development through the Teacher Education

719 and Compensation Helps (TEACH) Scholarship Program under s.

720 1002.95 and training aligned to the early learning professional

721 development standards and career pathways under s. 1002.995, and

722 reimbursement for background screenings and training. Any grants

723 awarded pursuant to this subparagraph must shadtd comply with ss.
724 215.971 and 287.058.

725 3. Providing training aligned with the early learning
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726| professional development standards and career pathways under s.

727 1002.995, technical assistance, and financial support to school

728 readiness program providers, staff, and parents on standards,

729 child screenings, child assessments, the chitd—development

o

ar

|._|.

ces+— developmentally appropriate

730 roocnar~lh o hoot o
reSearC oo e St E
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731 curriculum under s. 1002.82(2) (1), executive functioning

732 ewrriegtor—echaoracterdevetopment, teacher-child interactions,

733 age—appropriate discipline practices, health and safety,

734 nutrition, first aid, cardiopulmonary resuscitation, the

735 recognition of communicable diseases, and child abuse detection,
736| prevention, and reporting.

737 4. Providing, from among the funds provided for the

738 activities described in subparagraphs 1.-3., adequate funding
739 for infants and toddlers as necessary to meet federal

740 requirements related to expenditures for quality activities for
741 infant and toddler care.

742 5. Improving the monitoring of compliance with, and

743 enforcement of, applicable state and local requirements as

744 described in and limited by 45 C.F.R. s. 98.40.

745 6. Responding to Warm-Line requests by providers and

746| parents, including providing developmental and health screenings
747 to school readiness program children.

748 Section 12. Paragraph (b) of subsection (4) of section
749 1002.945, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

750 1002.945 Gold Seal Quality Care Program.—
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(4) In order to obtain and maintain a designation as a
Gold Seal Quality Care provider, a child care facility, large
family child care home, or family day care home must meet the
following additional criteria:

(b) The child care provider must not have had three or

more of the same class II violations, as defined by rule of the

Department of Children and Families, within the 2 years
preceding its application for designation as a Gold Seal Quality

Care provider. Commission of three or more of the same class II

violations within a 2-year period shall be grounds for
termination of the designation as a Gold Seal Quality Care

provider until the provider has no class II violations that are

Section 13. Paragraph (b) of subsection (5) of section
1008.25, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1008.25 Public school student progression; student
support; coordinated screening and progress monitoring;
reporting requirements.—

(5) READING DEFICIENCY AND PARENTAL NOTIFICATION.-—

(b) A Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program student
who exhibits a substantial deficiency in early literacy skills
in accordance with the standards under s. 1002.67(1) (a) and
based upon the results of the administration of the finat

coordinated screening and progress monitoring under subsection

(8) shall be referredteo—the Jocat schootdistrict andmay b
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776 eligible to receive early literacy skill instructional support

7777 through a summer bridge program the summer dntensive—readind
778 interventions before participating in kindergarten. The early

779 literacy skill instructional support may be delivered by a

780| private prekindergarten provider or public school that meets

781 requirements adopted by the department. The program shall

782 consist of no more than 4 hours of instruction per day for a

783 total of 140 hours. Such early literacy skill instructional

784 support may intensive readinginterventions—shall be paid for

785| using any unused funds from the General Appropriations Act

786| allocated for the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program

787 from the prior fiscal year in accordance with the rate set for a

788 student in a summer prekindergarten program or from the

789 district's evidence-based reading instruction allocation in
790 accordance with s. 1011.62(8).

791 Section 14. Subsection (1) of section 1002.59, Florida
792 Statutes, is amended to read:

793 1002.59 Emergent literacy and performance standards

794 training courses.—

795 (1) The department, in collaboration with the Just Read,
796 Florida! Office, shall adopt minimum standards for courses in
797 emergent literacy for prekindergarten instructors. Each course
798| must comprise 5 clock hours and provide instruction in

799 strategies and techniques to address the age-appropriate

800 progress of prekindergarten students in developing emergent
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literacy skills, including oral communication, knowledge of

print and letters, phonological and phonemic awareness, and

vocabulary and comprehension development, consistent with the

evidence-based content and strategies identified pursuant to s.
1001.215(8). The course standards must be reviewed as part of
any review of subject coverage or endorsement requirements in
the elementary,

reading, and exceptional student educational

areas conducted pursuant to s. 1012.586. Each course must also
provide resources containing strategies that allow students with
disabilities and other special needs to derive maximum benefit
from the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program. Successful
completion of an emergent literacy training course approved
under this section satisfies requirements for approved training
in early literacy and language development under ss.

and 402.3131(5)
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take effect July 1, 2023.
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