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A bill to be entitled
An act relating to costs of supervision or care;
amending s. 985.039, F.S.; prohibiting a child,
including a child who is found to be dependent, or the
child’s parent or legal guardian or a young adult
eligible for continued care from being ordered or
deemed obligated to pay any fees for the cost of
supervision or cost of care; providing that on or
after a specified date the balance of any cost-of-
supervision or cost-of-care fees ordered or deemed
obligated pursuant to specified provisions against
certain persons are unenforceable and uncollectable;
providing that as of a specified date, the portion of
a court order imposing such costs is vacated;
prohibiting any necessary procedures from requiring
any affirmative action on the part of the affected
persons; requiring the wvacatur and discharge of all
such fees by a specified date; providing that on or
after a specified date all unsatisfied civil judgments
or portions thereof for certain unpaid fees against
certain persons are deemed null and void and are
vacated and discharged; prohibiting any necessary
procedures from requiring any affirmative action on
the part of the affected persons; requiring the
vacatur and discharge of all such civil judgments by a
specified date; providing that on or after a specified
date certain warrants issued solely on the alleged
failure of certain persons to pay or appear to pay

certain fees are deemed null and void; prohibiting any
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necessary procedures from requiring any affirmative
action on the part of the affected persons; requiring
the rescinding and expungement of all such warrants by
a specified date; providing that on or after a
specified date certain persons who have had their
driver license suspended solely for nonpayment of
cost-of-supervision or cost-of care-fees are
immediately eligible to have their driver licenses
reinstated; deleting provisions requiring the parent
of certain children to pay specified fees for the cost
of supervision or cost of care; deleting provisions
requiring the parent of certain children to provide
specified information to the department or a court;
deleting provisions relating to a court receiving
information and making determinations regarding a
parent’s ability to pay; deleting provisions requiring
a court to order the payment of certain fees; deleting
provisions authorizing a court to order that a child
pay certain fees; deleting provisions requiring the
department to seek a certain federal waiver; deleting
provisions authorizing the department to employ and
work with a collections agency; deleting a definition;
amending ss. 985.145 and 985.514, F.S.; conforming
provisions to changes made by the act; providing an

effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 985.039, Florida Statutes, is amended to
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read:
985.039 Cost of supervision; cost of care.—

(1) A child, including a child who is found to be dependent

as defined in s. 39.01, or the child’s parent or legal guardian,

or a young adult eligible for continued care pursuant to s.

39.6251 may not be ordered or deemed obligated to pay any fees

for the cost of supervision or cost of care.

(2) (a) On or after July 1, 2023, the balance of any cost-

of-supervision or cost-of-care fees ordered or deemed obligated

against a child, including a child who is found to be dependent

as defined in s. 39.01, or the child’s parent or legal guardian,

pursuant to former s. 985.039, Florida Statutes 2023, is

unenforceable and uncollectable, and on January 1, 2024, the

portion of the court order imposing those costs is vacated.

(b) Any procedures necessary to accomplish the purposes of

this subsection may not require any affirmative action on the

part of any child, including a child who is found to be

dependent as defined in s. 39.01, or the child’s parent or legal

guardian subject to such fees. Such procedures must be designed

and implemented so as to accomplish the vacatur and discharge of

all such fees by January 1, 2024.

(3) (a) On or after July 1, 2023, all unsatisfied civil

judgments, or portions of judgments based on unpaid fees for the

cost of supervision or cost of care ordered or deemed obligated

pursuant to former s. 985.039, Florida Statutes 2023, on a

child, including a child who is found to be dependent as defined

in s. 39.01, or the child’s parent or legal guardian, are deemed

to be null and void and, for all legal purposes, are vacated and

discharged.
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(b) Any procedures necessary to accomplish the purposes of

this subsection may not require any affirmative action on the

part of any delinquent child or the child’s parent or legal

guardian subject to such judgment. Such procedures must be

designed and implemented so as to accomplish the vacatur and

discharge of all such civil judgments by January 1, 2024.

(4) (a) On or after July 1, 2023, all warrants issued solely

based on the alleged failure of a child, including a child who

is found to be dependent as defined in s. 39.01, or the child’s

parent or legal guardian to pay or to appear on a court date set

for the sole purpose of payment of fees ordered or deemed

obligated pursuant to former s. 985.039, Florida Statutes 2023,

are deemed to be null and void.

(b) Any procedures necessary to accomplish the purposes of

this subsection may not require any affirmative action on the

part of a child, including a child who is found to be dependent

as defined in s. 39.01, or the child’s parent or legal guardian

subject to such warrant. Such procedures must be designed and

implemented so as to accomplish the rescinding and expungement

of all such warrants by January 1, 2024.

(5) On or after July 1, 2023, any child, including a child

who is found to be dependent pursuant to s. 39.01, or the

child’s parent or legal guardian who has had their driver

license suspended under s. 318.15 or s. 322.245 solely for

nonpayment of cost-of-supervision or cost-of-care fees ordered

or deemed obligated pursuant to former s. 985.039, Florida

Statutes 2023, is immediately eligible to have his or her driver

license reinstated.

I —Except—asprovidedin—subsecetion {3 or subseetion—{4 )+
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Section 2. Subsection (2) of section 985.145, Florida
Statutes, 1s amended to read:

985.145 Responsibilities of the department during intake;
screenings and assessments.—

(2) Prior to requesting that a delinquency petition be
filed or prior to filing a dependency petition, the department
may request the parent or legal guardian of the child to attend
a course of instruction in parenting skills, training in
conflict resolution, and the practice of nonviolence; to accept
counseling; or to receive other assistance from any agency in
the community which notifies the clerk of the court of the
availability of its services. Where appropriate, the department
shall request both parents or guardians to receive such parental
assistance. The department may, in determining whether to
request that a delinquency petition be filed, take into
consideration the willingness of the parent or legal guardian to
comply with such request. The parent or guardian must provide
the department with identifying information, including the
parent’s or guardian’s name, address, date of birth, social
security number, and driver license number or identification

card number in—-erder—to——ecomptywith—s-—085-035.
Section 3. Section 985.514, Florida Statutes, is amended to
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262 read:
263 985.514 Responsibility for cost of care; fees.—
264 (1) When any child is placed into detention care or into

265 other placement for the purpose of being supervised by the
266| department pursuant to a court order following a detention

267 hearing, the court may not shald order the child’s parents to

268| pay fees to the department as—previded—an—s+—0385-035.

269 (2) When any child is found by the court to have committed
270 a delinquent act and is placed on probation, regardless of

271 adjudication, under the supervision of or in the temporary legal

272 custody of the department, the court may not shaltdt order the

273 child’s parents to pay fees to the department as—previded—an——s-
274 885-H39.

275 (3) When the court under s. 985.565 orders any child

276| prosecuted as an adult to be supervised by or committed to the
277 department for treatment in any of the department’s programs for

278 children, the court may not shaltd order the child’s parents to

279| pay fees as—provided—ans—985-639.

280 Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2023.
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