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Florida Senate - 2023 CS for SB 1182

By the Committee on Children, Families, and Elder Affairs; and
Senators Simon and Book

586-02539-23 20231182c1
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to education and training for
Alzheimer’s disease and related forms of dementia;
creating s. 430.5025, F.S.; providing a short title;
defining terms; requiring the Department of Elderly
Affairs to offer certain education about Alzheimer’s
disease and related forms of dementia to the general
public; specifying uniform dementia-related education
and training for employees of covered providers;
requiring the department to provide certain dementia-
related employee training in an online format and at
no cost; providing minimum requirements for the
training; requiring the department to make a record of
the completion of the training; providing requirements
for the record; requiring covered providers to
maintain such records of training completion for their
employees; providing that an employee does not have to
repeat such training after changing employment to
another covered provider; providing additional
training and continuing education requirements for
certain employees who provide direct care to patients
with Alzheimer’s disease or related forms of dementia;
authorizing the department to establish training
curriculum guidelines; authorizing the department to
approve training providers and curricula and maintain
a list of approved providers; authorizing training to
be offered in a variety of formats; providing that
certain continuing education does not require the

adoption of curriculum guidelines by the department or
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provider or curriculum approval by the department;
authorizing the department to develop or provide
continuing education training or curricula as an
option for covered providers and their employees;
providing qualifications and requirements for training
providers; providing that training curricula approved
before the effective date of the act remain in effect
until their respective expiration dates; authorizing
the department to adopt rules related to training
curriculum guidelines, qualified training providers,
and compliance monitoring procedures; authorizing
certified nursing assistants to count the dementia-
related training toward their annual certification
training requirements; authorizing health care
practitioners to count the dementia-related training
requirements toward their continuing education
requirements for licensure; authorizing persons
employed, contracted, or referred to provide services
before the effective date of the act to complete the
required training by a specified date; providing for
the substitution of equivalent training for training
required by this act; authorizing persons to satisfy
the training requirements of this act using training
curricula approved before the effective date of the
act until the department adopts rules for training
curricula guidelines; amending ss. 400.0239, 400.1755,
and 400.4785, F.S.; conforming provisions to changes
made by the act; creating s. 400.510, F.S.; requiring

a person employed, contracted, or referred by a nurse
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registry or a person registered with the Agency for
Health Care Administration to provide companion or
homemaker services to complete specified training;
amending ss. 429.178, 429.52, 429.83, 429.917, and
429.918, F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made

by the act; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 430.5025, Florida Statutes, 1s created

to read:

430.5025 Alzheimer’s disease and related forms of dementia;

education and training.—

(1) This section may be cited as the “Alzheimer’s Disease

and Related Forms of Dementia Education and Training Act.”

(2) As used in this section, the term:

(a) “Covered provider” means a nursing home, a home health

agency, a nurse registry, a companion or homemaker service

provider, an assisted living facility, an adult family-care

home, or an adult day care center licensed or registered under

chapter 400 or chapter 429.

(b) “Department” means the Department of Elderly Affairs.

(c) “Employee” means a person, contracted staff, or an

independent contractor employed or referred by a covered

provider who is required to undergo a level 2 background

screening under s. 408.809 and chapter 435.

(d) “Personal care” means providing, through in-person

contact, assistance with activities of daily living, assistance

with self-administration of medication, homemaker or companion
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88 services, nursing services, or other services that promote the

89| physical, mental, and psychosocial well-being of participants,

90| patients, and residents of covered providers. The term does not

91| include duties involving administrative functions or maintaining

92 the physical environment of a licensed facility, including

93 grounds maintenance, building maintenance, housekeeping,

94 laundry, or food preparation.

95 (e) “Regular contact” means the performance of duties other

96| than personal care which may require employees to interact in

97| person on a daily basis with participants, patients, or

98 residents.

99 (3) The department shall offer to the general public

100 education about Alzheimer’s disease and related forms of

101 dementia. Such education must provide basic information about

102 the most common forms of dementia, how to identify the signs and

103 symptoms of dementia, coping skills, how to respond to changes,

104| planning for the future, and how to access additional resources

105 about dementia.

106 (4) Employees of covered providers must complete the

107 following training for Alzheimer’s disease and related forms of

108 dementia:

109 (a) Upon beginning employment, each employee must receive

110| Dbasic written information about interacting with persons who

111 have Alzheimer’s disease or related forms of dementia.

112 (b) Within 30 days after beginning employment, each

113 employee who provides personal care to or has regular contact

114| with participants, patients, or residents must complete a l-hour

115 training program provided by the department.

116 1. The department shall provide the training in an online
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117 format at no cost. The l-hour training program must contain

118 information on understanding the basics about the most common

119| forms of dementia, how to identify the signs and symptoms of

120| dementia, and skills for communicating and interacting with

121| persons with Alzheimer’s disease or related forms of dementia. A

122 record of the completion of the training program must be made

123| available to the covered provider which identifies the training

124 course, the name of the employee, and the date of completion.

125 2. A covered provider must maintain a record of the

126| employee’s completion of the training and, upon written request

127 of the employee, must provide the employee with a copy of the

128 record of completion consistent with the employer’s written

129| policies.

130 3. An employee who has completed the training required in

131 this subsection is not required to repeat the program upon

132 changing employment to a different covered provider.

133 (c) Within 7 months after beginning employment for a home

134| health agency, nurse registry, or companion or homemaker service

135 provider, each employee who provides personal care must complete

136| 2 hours of training in addition to the training required in

137 paragraphs (a) and (b). The additional training must include,

138| but is not limited to, behavior management, promoting the

139| person’s independence in activities of daily living, and skills

140 in working with families and caregivers.

141 (d) Within 7 months after beginning employment for a

142 nursing home, an assisted living facility, an adult family-care

143| home, or an adult day care center, each employee who provides

144| personal care must complete 3 hours of training in addition to

145 the training required in paragraphs (a) and (b). The additional
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146 training must include, but is not limited to, behavior

147| management, promoting the person’s independence in activities of

148 daily living, skills in working with families and caregivers,

149| group and individual activities, maintaining an appropriate

150 environment, and ethical issues.

151 (e) For an assisted living facility, adult family-care

152 home, or adult day care center that advertises and provides, or

153 is designated to provide, specialized care for persons with

154 Alzheimer’s disease or related forms of dementia, in addition to

155| the training specified in paragraphs (a) and (b), employees must

156| receive the following training:

157 1. Within 3 months after beginning employment, each

158 employee who provides personal care to or has regular contact

159| with the residents or participants must complete the additional

160 3 hours of training as provided in paragraph (d).

161 2. Within 6 months after beginning employment, each

162| employee who provides personal care must complete an additional

163 4 hours of dementia-specific training. Such training must

164 include, but is not limited to, understanding Alzheimer’s

165 disease and related forms of dementia, the stages of Alzheimer’s

166 disease, communication strategies, medical information, and

167 stress management.

168 3. Thereafter, each employee who provides personal care

169| must participate in at least 4 hours of continuing education

170| each calendar year through contact hours, on-the-job training,

171 or electronic learning technology. For this subparagraph, the

172 term “on-the-job training” means a form of direct coaching in

173| which a facility administrator or his or her designee instructs

174 an employee who provides personal care with guidance, support,
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or hands-on experience to help develop and refine the employee’s

skills for caring for a person with Alzheimer’s disease or a

related form of dementia. The continuing education must cover at

least one of the topics included in the dementia-specific

training in which the employee has not received previous

training in the previous calendar year. The continuing education

may be fulfilled and documented in a minimum of one quarter-hour

increments through on-the-job training of the employee by a

facility administrator or his or her designee or by an

electronic learning technology chosen by the facility

administrator. On-the-job training may not account for more than

2 hours of continuing education each calendar year.

(5) The department may establish training curricula

guidelines for the training required in paragraphs (4) (c), (d),

and (e). The department may approve training providers and

training curricula and maintain a list of approved providers.

Approved training may be offered in a variety of formats,

including, but not limited to, in person, electronically, or on-

the-job by a facility administrator or his or her designee.

Continuing education under this section does not require the

adoption of training curricula guidelines by the department or

approval of the training provider and curricula by the

department. The department may develop or provide continuing

education training or curricula as an option for covered

providers and employees.

(a) A training provider meeting one of the following

qualifications may offer training in compliance with the

training curricula guidelines without prior approval of the

department:
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1. A person approved by an applicable board or the

Department of Health to provide training who is registered with

the electronic continuing education tracking system under s.
456.025; or

2. A training provider approved by the department or its

designee before July 1, 2023.

(b) Training providers qualified under subparagraph (a)l.

must also have:

1. At least 1 year of teaching experience as an educator

for caregivers of persons with Alzheimer’s disease or related

forms of dementia;

2. At least 1 year of practical experience in a program

providing care to persons with Alzheimer’s disease or related

forms of dementia; or

3. Completed a specialized training program in the subject

matter of Alzheimer’s disease and related forms of dementia from

an accredited health care, human services, or gerontology

education provider.

(c) Upon an employee’s completion of the training specified

in paragraphs (4) (c¢), (d), and (e), the training provider must

provide a record of the completion of the training which

includes the name of the employee, the name of the training

provider, the topics covered, and the date of completion. The

training record is evidence of completion of training in the

identified topic and the employee is not required to repeat

training in that topic if the employee changes employment to a

different covered provider.

(d) Any Alzheimer’s disease and related forms of dementia

training curriculum approved by the department or its designee
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before July 1, 2023, remains in effect until the curriculum’s

expiration date.

(6) The department may adopt rules to establish training

curriculum guidelines, requirements for the approval of other

qualified training providers, and a process for conducting a

sampling of training or training curricula as necessary to

monitor for compliance with curricula guidelines.

(7) For a certified nursing assistant as defined in s.

464.201, training hours completed as required under this section

may count toward the total hours of training required to

maintain certification as a nursing assistant.

(8) For a health care practitioner as defined in s.

456.001, training hours completed as required under this section

may count toward the total hours of continuing education

required by that practitioner’s licensing board.

(9) Each person employed, contracted, or referred to

provide services before July 1, 2023, must complete the training

required in this section before July 1, 2026. Proof of

completion of equivalent training completed before July 1, 2023,

shall substitute for the training required in subsection (4).

Fach person employed, contracted, or referred to provide

services on or after July 1, 2023, may satisfy the training

requirements by completing training using approved curricula as

specified in paragraph (5) (d) until the effective date of the

rules adopted by the department under subsection (6).

Section 2. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of section
400.0239, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

400.0239 Quality of Long-Term Care Facility Improvement
Trust Fund.—
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(2) Expenditures from the trust fund shall be allowable for
direct support of the following:
(b) Development and implementation of specialized training
programs for long-term care facility personnel who provide
direct care for residents with Alzheimer’s disease and other

dementias, including training provided under s. 430.5025,

residents at risk of developing pressure sores, and residents
with special nutrition and hydration needs.

Section 3. Section 400.1755, Florida Statutes, 1s amended
to read:

400.1755 Care for persons with Alzheimer’s disease or

related disorders; staff training requirements.—

43> As a condition of licensure, the employees of

facilities licensed under this part must complete the training

required under s. 430.5025 provide—to—ecachof+theiremployeesy

v A A waraod A
T T IO ©
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census during the most recent calendar year was composed
comprised of at least 90 percent of individuals aged 21 years or
younger at the date of admission is exempt from the training
requirements in this section.

(3)42> An agency licensed under this part which claims that
it provides special care for persons who have Alzheimer’s
disease or other related disorders must disclose in its
advertisements or in a separate document those services that
distinguish the care as being especially applicable to, or
suitable for, such persons. The agency must give a copy of all
such advertisements or a copy of the document to each person who
requests information about the agency and must maintain a copy
of all such advertisements and documents in its records. The
Agency for Health Care Administration shall examine all such
advertisements and documents in the agency’s records as part of
the license renewal procedure.

Section 5. Section 400.510, Florida Statutes, is created to
read:

400.510 Patients with Alzheimer’s disease or other related

disorders; staff training requirements.—A person employed,

contracted, or referred by a nurse registry or a person

registered with the agency to provide companion or homemaker

services must complete the training required under s. 430.5025.

Section 6. Section 429.178, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

429.178 Special care for persons with Alzheimer’s disease
or other related disorders.—

4+ A facility that whieh advertises that it provides

special care for persons with Alzheimer’s disease or other

Page 14 of 22

CODING: Words striekern are deletions; words underlined are additions.




407
408
409
410
411
412
413
414
415
416
417
418
419
420
421
422
423
424
425
426
427
428
429
430
431
432
433
434
435

Florida Senate - 2023 CS for SB 1182

586-02539-23 20231182c1
related disorders must meet the following standards of
operation:

(1) (a)+= If the facility has 17 or more residents, have an
awake staff member on duty at all hours of the day and night; or

(b)2< If the facility has fewer than 17 residents, have an
awake staff member on duty at all hours of the day and night or
have mechanisms in place to monitor and ensure the safety of the
facility’s residents.

(2)4k) Offer activities specifically designed for persons
who are cognitively impaired.

(3)+e> Have a physical environment that provides for the
safety and welfare of the facility’s residents.

(4) 4 Require employed Emptoey staff to complete who—have
eompreted the training and continuing education required under

s. 430.5025 d+p——subsection—{2).

nrovzidoaa armea~a o1 o e far a1 At o 21N sz Nleoharmart o A2 oo
POVt o —SpPpttTaor Caoarc—rTorr tCo Ottt Wi tav e x2S O otCasStT
1 +haovr Al ot Al oAy a anA o haoo +aeeia] S A+ S~ v 4
OOt CT o cCO OSSO Ot Sy ot wirto—Ttas Tt uratr Corrcattc Wttt
il A aa At o mitot A A4 -+ 4 K o £ Tt a1 At o o
SOCIi T oot sy; fftast COoOMpTrCtC—Uoupco T 1ours O rrirrcrtaoxr OCmcircTa
g £~ gy Aol A Al v vtz ey 4 Ao vt T
St CTITrC— oGOt v T o Pt O appTrovet Oy CcriiC—OCpPpaor cimCItT T
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494 s. 430.5025.

495 (c) If completed before interacting with residents, the 1-

496| hour training required in s. 430.5025 concerning information on

497| Alzheimer’s disease and related forms of dementia may count

498| toward the 2 hours of preservice orientation required under

499| paragraph (a).

500 Section 8. Section 429.83, Florida Statutes, is amended to
501 read:
502 429.83 Residents with Alzheimer’s disease or other related

503| disorders; training; certain disclosures.—

504 (1) The employees of an adult family-care home must

505 complete the training required under s. 430.5025.

506 (2) An adult family-care home licensed under this part

507| which claims that it provides special care for persons who have
508| Alzheimer’s disease or other related disorders must disclose in
509 its advertisements or in a separate document those services that
510 distinguish the care as being especially applicable to, or

511 suitable for, such persons. The home must give a copy of all

512 such advertisements or a copy of the document to each person who
513 requests information about programs and services for persons

514 with Alzheimer’s disease or other related disorders offered by
515 the home and must maintain a copy of all such advertisements and
516| documents in its records. The agency shall examine all such

517 advertisements and documents in the home’s records as part of
518 the license renewal procedure.

519 Section 9. Subsection (1) of section 429.917, Florida

520 Statutes, is amended to read:

521 429.917 Patients with Alzheimer’s disease or other related

522 disorders; staff training requirements; certain disclosures.—
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